




















Feb 29'53A 


RADIO 




















VIDEO 





























STAGE 











ARIETY 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York 36, N. ¥ 
Entered as second class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post 


be at 4 Variety. Inc., Annual subscription $10. 


COPYRIGHT, 1953, BY. VARIETY, INC., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


V Single copies, 25 cents. 
ffice at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 





VOL. 189 No. 12 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1953 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





3-D’s FIELD DAY FOR FILM BIZ. 





Low State of TV Comedy Blamed 


On Censorship, Pressure Groups| 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. + 


Death of video comedy stars is 
being caused by censorship, accord- 
ing to Dick Powell, prexy of the 
Television Writers of America. 

“We haven’t run out of come- 
dians; We have run out of topics 
about which we can be funny,” 
Powell said. Referring to the oft- 
heard charge that TV is killing 
older comedians, the vet radio-tele- 
vision writer says, “The charge is 
probably true, except for the fact 
that tele stereotypes have killed 
more comics than TV ever did or 
ever will. We will have new come- 
dians only when we go back to the 
old American comedy tradition of 
‘nothing sacred.’ 

“We can do this only by smash- 
ing excessive censorship from 
sponsors, agencies, networks, pres- 
sure groups, pickets, professional 
blacklisters and blackmailers, 
witchhunters and_ self-appointed 
guardians of ‘our way of life.’ Or- 
ganized writer groups everywhere 
should recognize this as a matter of 
economic self-interest.” 

Powell, writer of the upcoming 
Ray Milland show, has written for 
Joan Davis, Jimmy Durante, Den- 
nis Day and “Life of Riley,” among 
others. He says, “The comedy 
writer is under much closer line-by- 
line censorship from agencies and 
sponsors, and these are adding 
daily to the list of sacred cows. If 
Will Rogers were alive today, he 
would probably go back to rope- 
twirling.” 


The scripter says the charges | 


(Continued on page 54) 


‘At Least 5 Years’ 
Before 3-D Can Force 
Major Pix Sale to 


Exhibs worried over possible 
Sale of major pie libraries to TV 
because of 3-D developments can 
pul their minds at ease. Repre- 
sentative film execs related this 
Week that for at least the next five 
years they'll be no such displace- 
ment of theatrical pix to the tele- 
Casters, and possibly longer. 

I's pointed out that in view of 
Present backlogs and future _pro- 
duction programs of “flats,” TV 
Will be competitive for that mini- 
mum period. The distribs simply 
Will refrain from unloading to TV 
for as long as there’s the risk that 
Such a move could hurt their new 
2D product at the b.o. 

Latest group expressing a fear of 

V sales is the Allied Theatre Own- 
- of Illinois. Statement issued 
y that outfit’s board of directors 
@ppealed to all film companies to 
Nix such action. 

a In an aside to the subject of 3-D, 

‘stributors of TV pix are in the 
Same camp as exhibs in being op- 
to disposing film libraries to 
of ecasters. The distribs’ backlogs 
ot films yet to be peddled would be 
jeopardized if a major film com- 
Pany were to make its class “A” 
Product available for televising. 











Joni’s $25 to $4,000 


Salary potential of a singer after 


plified than in deal just closed for 
Joni James at the Vogue Terrace 
in Pittsburgh, where she’s been 
booked for a week late in April. 
Less than couple of years ago, Miss 
| James was working club dates in 





a night. 

After “Why Don’t You Believe 
Me” started to sell, Copa in that 
city got her on the dotted line at 
'$950 for a late last December. Now 
| with “Have You Heard” also a sig- 
|seller, and “Believe Me” still in 
| the upper brackets, she’s going 
|into the Vogue Terrace at $4,000. 


| 


Tyrone Eyes 7506 
From ‘Gambler’ 


Tyrone Power has one of the 
most spectacular money-making 
deals of the year via his starring 
role in  Universal’s ‘Mississippi 
Gambier.” In lieu of salary, Power 
is being cut in for 50% of the 
profits. This is in line with the 
growing trend toward film partici- 
pation deals. Under the setup 
Power can make around $750,000. 


“Gambler” is proving the hot- 
test pic in U's lineup, heading for 
domestic distribution revenue of 
$2,500,000. “Gambler” hasn't yet 
been released abroad. 

Star, who appears in the film 
| with Piper Laurie and Julia Adams, 
/put in about seven and a half 
| weeks on “Gambler.” Thus the 
| payoff represents about $100,000 a 
week. 
| Participation deals, of course, 
/mean a risk for the performers. 
But with click pix the benefits can 
be huge, as with Power and “Gam- 
bler,” in terms of the immediate 
| payoff, tax-saving considerations 
| and the continuing equity in the 
| films involved. U had a similar 50- 
|50 deal with James Stewart on a 
couple of films. 


ATOM BLAST OFFERED 
AS TV ATTRACTION 


Hollywood, Feb, 24. 
The 4iomic Energy Commission 
has offered its March 17 atomic ex- 
plosion at Las Vegas to the tele- 
vision nets and indie stations, but 
the webs haven't replied as yet 
and Klaus Landsberg, KTLA vee- 
pee-manager, declared his station 
for one is uninterested unless he 
can shoot before and after the cov- 
erage to show the bomb’s effect. 
Station has telecast two previous 
blasts. Landsberg also sounded out 
the AEC about sponsorship, but 
has had no answer. 




















big disclick was never better exem- | 


and around Pitt for as little as $25) 


DATES LINED UP 
BEFORE PROD. 


First three-dimensional films, 
with their tremendous b.o. prom- 
ise, are proving a field day for 
| film peddlers of the major com- 
panies. Dates for situations through- 
out the country are being lined up 
long before the production of the 
films is completed. In most cases 











| film buyers are booking the attrac- 
|tions sight unseen although, in | 
some instances the exhibs have wit- | 
nessed rushes of the pictures. 

Warner Bros., with filming of its | 
initial 3-D entry, “House of Wax,” | 
completed Saturday (21), apparent- | 
ly will be the first major to hit the | 
market with a depth film. WB sales | 
topper Ben Kalmenson already has | 
finalized engagements equalling the | 
entire first print order, totaling | 
about 100. Company could have’ 
easily snared more dates, but the 
delay in obtaining prints as well 
as sufficient polaroid specs prevent- 
ed additional bookings. Pic bows 
at the Paramount, N. Y., April 8, 
follows April 16 with three dates 
in Texas, then begins nationwide 
pre-release showings on April 23. 
Texas Interstate topper Robert J. 
O’Donnell, who witnessed rushes of 
“Wax” at the Warner studio, dis- 
closed that he would like to open 
the film simultaneously in 20 of his 
houses, but had to compromise on 
staggered openings because of the 
inability to get enough prints and 
specs on time. 

With Warners launching the ma- 
jors’ entry into 3-D in April, the 
following month will witness a 

(Continued on page 21) 


Godfrey Walks 
Of With 5 Of 
Nielsen Top 10 


It begins to look as though Ar- 
thur Godfrey single-handedly is 
taking over the Top 10 Nielsen rat- 
ing roster for himself. In one of 
those ‘“it-can’t-even-be-done-with- 
mirrors” TV Ripley, Godfrey walks 
off with five of the Top 10 in the 
newest Nielsen tabulations (for two 
weeks ending Jan. 24) just released. 

Feat of having a five-way Top 
10 spread with only two shows was 
accomplished through the Godfrey- 
sparked “GM Motorama” TV @qne- 
shot showing up in the No, 8 Niel- 
sen spot, with Godfrey's “Talent 
Scouts” in second position; the 
Chesterfield half-hour segment of 
the Wednesday night “Godfrey & 

(Continued on page 54) 


Tallu on Tallow 
Tallulah Bankhead will narrate 
parts of her book on wax. She's 
been pacted by Decca to do read- 
ings from her bestselling autobiog, 
“Tallulah.” 
She recorded previously for 














2,000 Years Old, Legit Still Healthy, 
Avers Kit Cornell; Sees TV as Hypo 





e . . e { 
Bikinis OK for Ogling 
Minneapolis, Feb. 24. | 
Rita Rose, performing at Frolics | 
nitery, is now the only dancer in | 
town who winds up with less 
clothes than she_ started with. 
Terper does a bathing-suit revue, 
starting with 1919 model and wind- 
ing up with a Bikini, 
Act was passed by morals squad, 
although it banned the act of Irene 
De Carr, performing at same spot. 


|For occasion, Miss De Carr had to 


have duds remade to conform to 
a squad ruling. 


$4,000,000 Loew 


Pension Dilemma. 


With the 10th and last payment 
of $4,000,000 due on the company’s 
retirement fund, Loew’s board of | 
directors, meeting in New York 
last week, weighed seeking an ex- 
tension from the Equitable Life} 
Assurance Co. on the payment, or 
borrowing the money from a bank 
where the interest would be less. 
Payment, due March 1, would make 
the retirement plan effective March 
1, 1954, when all employees over 
65 who have been associated with 
the plan for 10 years would reap 
its benefits. 

Since it is in the process of ef- 
fecting important economies, com- 
pany is reluctant to pull $4,060,000 
out of its treasury at this time. | 
That’s: the reason it is seeking a. 
delay or coin from a bank. There’s 
a precedent for such action, since | 
Loew’s has obtained an extension 








Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

“There’s nothing that can hurt the 
theatre but the theatre itself,” ac- 
cording to Katharine Cornell. “It’s 
true, many established playwrights 
have ceased to write for the stage,” 
she added, “but the youngsters will 
come along.” 

The star, who opened an engage- 
ment last week at the Biltmore 
here in her revival of “Constant 
Wife,” was interviewed by tele- 
phone a few days earlier by David 
Bongard, of the Los Angeles News, 
while she was playing in New Or- 
leans. She declared that television, 
instead of hurting legit, is “rather 
a stimulant.” 

“The theatre is an art that is 
over 2,000 years old,” the actress 
asserted. “Don’t you think it will 
require something tremendous to 
make it die out even in the next 
106 years? No, in my touring about 
the country I’ve fourid it to be 
sharply alive. Young people are 
interested, who a few years ago 
didn’t seem to care. Now they 

(Continued on page 60) 





London Tin Pan Alley 


On Coronation Kick 
But U.S. Hits Still Tops 


London, Feb. 24. 
With three months still to go 
before the Coronation, song copies 
with red-white-and-blue trimmings 
are pouring off the presses to clut- 
ter up the catalogs of most pop 
publishers. Not that anybody is so 
far singing them or playing them 
on the radio, but Denmark Street 
(London’s Tifi Pan Alley) is hop- 
ing that there will be a surge of 

musical interest nearer the day. 
A leading London publisher said: 





ee 


SL a 





and paid interest to the insurance | “Remembering what happened at 
company on at least one occasion | the time of the Coronation of King 
in the past. Meanwhile, employees | George VI in 1937, we're not bank- 
eligible for retirement are paid | ing too much on the public getting 
through the company’s welfare excited .about Coronation songs. 
fund,. which will be liquidated, The specially-written tunes didn’t 
(Continued on page 63) (Continued on page 45) 


MONTMARTRE 


HAVANA, CUBA 


Currently Presents 


THE HOUR OF CHARM 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 












Featuring EVELYN and Her Magie Violin 
Under the Direction of Phil Spitalny 





Columbia. 
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Hong Kong: Spec 


By DICK LARSH 


Stripper Would Starve in Harem-Happy 
é jalized Audiences 





Hong Kong, Feb. 10. 

The narrow, twisting streets of 
Hong Kong, all of which lead to 
the baronial mansions studding 
The Peak, are paved with no gold 
for U. S. entertainment. Despite 
its rep as the current “playground 
of the Orient,” nightlife is almost 
non-existent. There are only six 
film houses booking western pix, 
and there is no legit theatre except 
for the native Chinese. Touring 
concert artists (Helen Traubel, for 
example) perform to small audi- 
ences. In a city where no man has 
less than one, and often as many 
as six concubines, a stripper would 
starve to death. 

Two facts account for the quiet 
nightlife here. First, the over- 
whelming bulk of the population 
is Chinese. Official figures set the 
total population as 2,825,000, but 
police authorities admit actual pop- 
ulation may run as high as 3,000,- 
000 because of the thousands of il- 


Huddle on 3-D For 
Original Am Hour 


Lou Goldberg, partnered with 
Ted Mack in the Original Amateur 
Hour, is on the Coast huddling 
with Sherrill C. Corwin on a series 
of 30-minute shorts in third-dimen- 
sion. 

Shorts would be keyed to the 
Amateur Hour and might entail an 
amateur contest through Corwin’s 
chain of West Coast and other the- 
| atres. 


BENNY RECOVERING 
FROM STOMACH VIRUS 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Jack Benny cancelled his sched- 
uled eastern trek as well as his 
Sunday teleshow following a 
severe gastrointestinal attack Sat- 








legal entrants smuggled in (at a 
cost of about $100 U.S. each) to 
the city from the nearby Red Chi- 
nese border. Europeans and Amer- 
icans permanently resident amount 
to about 14,500, the majority 
(9,500) of which are British. Other 
westerners bring the foreign popu- 
lation to less than 25,000, providing 
an actually hick-sized town audi- 
ence for western entertainment. 
Secondly, this tiny audience, de- 
pending as it does on intransit 


urday night, but he is recovering 
‘at Cedars of Lebanan_ hospital. 
Following attacks of cramps, Dr. 
Myron Prinzmetal rushed Benny 
hospitalward for X-rays and 
electro-cardiograph, but the heart 
action was pronounced perfect, and 
there was no evidence of other 
serious organic ailment. Dr. Prinz- 
metal diagnosed it as a possible 
stomach virus, : 

Benny will remain in the hospi- 
tal for a few days and may do his 
teleshow next Sunday if he’s com- 





trade for its income, is not holding 
much of the long green at present 
what with restrictions imposed on 
dealings with its former biggest 
(Continued on page 63) 


Murder Charge Against 
Roscoe Ails Due For 
Dallas Hearing Today 


Dallas, Feb, 24. 
Roscoe Ails, yesteryear vaude 
headliner and more recently a 
nitery Comedian-emcee, is due for 





a hearing today (Wed.) before the | 


Dallas County grand jury here, in | 
connection with the fatal shooting 
of Alfred Rosenfield, Jr., in Ails’ 
apartment here Dec. 21. Both Ails 
and his wife, stripper Billie Shon- 
nae, are charged with murder. 
Vaude actor claims self defense, | 
alleging that Rosenfield drew a gun | 
also. 

Ails, widely publicized in show | 
biz in 1928 as “the first eugenic | 
father,” and also first husband of | 
the late Eva Tanguay, has been! 
free on bond and workirg as emcee 
at Theatre Lounge until recently. 
At liberty, he returned to Oktla- 
homa City pending his grand jury 
hearing. Miss Shonnae, also free 
on bond, opened Friday (20) at the 
Derby Club, Oklahoma City, after 
a five-week date at the Colony 
Club here. 


MORE SHOW BIZ NAMES 
ON THE LECTURE PODIUM 


New show biz names to tour the 
lecture circuit under W. Colston 
Leigh’s aegis include Ilona Massey 
and Arthur Treacher. Treacher is 
making a few appearances this 
season, and he and Miss Massey 
have been booked heavily for next 
fall and spring. 

Basil Rathbone is also heavily 
skedded for next season and Cecil 
Beaton has also been added to 
the Leigh roster. 





Subscription 


| pletely recovered. Benny said he 
lfelt well enough Sunday noon to 
attempt it, but the doctor de- 
murred and CBS substituted an 
advance film of Ann Southern’s 
“Private Secretary,” which alter- 
nates with Benny on a three to one 
basis for Luckies Benny’s radio 
show had been taped in advance 
for his N. Y. trek to guest speak 
at the Friars tribute to Bob Hope, 
as well as Boston and Washington 
appearances for Bonds For Israel 
; Drive. These were all cancelled. 


Gypsy Turns ‘New Leaf’; 
Doesn’t See Play for N.Y. 


Toronto, Feb. 24. 
Gypsy Rose Lee, whose “Naked 
Genius” was a Broadway failure in 
1943-44 has authored a new play, 
“A New Leaf.” It’s not about Eve, 








'she says, adding, “But naturally I 


won’t mind if anyone thinks that 
it is.’ She describes the script 
as “a little domestic comedy for 
summer stock and maybe winter 
stock, but with no eye on Broad- 
way.” It’s a one-setter requiring 
a cast of eight. 

The stripper-author is appearing 
at the Casino here. 


Edw. Arnold’s Gab Trek 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Edward Arnold will travel the 
Chautauqua Circuit next fall as a 
lecturer. Tour being mapped covers 
smalltown women’s clubs, 
and similar organizations. 

Arnold, who will be celebrating 
his 46th year in show biz, will 
deliver a spiel on his experiences. 
Speaking tour will be a new 
wrinkle for him. Last year he made 
his nitery debut as star of a “Dia- 
mond Jim~Brady” revue package. 
Trek will be sandwiched in be- 
tween pix and legit assignments, 
and he’ll continue his “Mr. Presi- 
dent” air series on ABC. 
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Albert of Maxim's 


Remains World's 
No. 1 Headwaiter 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Paris, Feb. 10. 

Albert is a bald, wistful looking 
man of great reticence and dignity. 
However his sense of protocol and 
sharp eye are feared by tourists 
and the bane of the Paris carriage 
set. As the headwaiter at Maxim’s 
it is he who decides where people 
sit, and this snob appeal of place- 
ment is still an important, though 
at times irritating, matter. He is 
easily the most famous headwaiter 
in the world. 

Albert Blaser, a reticent man of 
infallible eye in judging bankrolls 
and breeding in seating the clients 
of this famed eatery, is of Swiss 
stock. Albert has been an author- 
ity on the social register and royal 
lineage all his life. In his seating 
of people the two important things 
are looks and connections, beau- 
teous women are always needed 
to fill out the composition of, the 
tables, and people with the right 
connections make up the rest of 
the picture. The unfortunate, who 
do not pass muster before Albert, 
are usually seated in the omnibus, 
a hallway between the bar and 
coveted back room. 

Albert came to Maxim’s in 1934 
when he got a call for secours 
from manager Octave Vaudable, 
who saw Maxim’s losing its famed 
name. Albert, who had been at 
Ciro’s, answered the call and Max- 
im’s rallied and soon regained its 
former name and opulence. Albert 
feels that Americans coming to 
Maxim’s want to feel that they 
are in France, and he tries to have 

(Continued on page 21) 





rs! RCA Victor Snares Big 


Goodwill Picking Up 
Oscar Sponsorships 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

While it would appear as if the 
radio-TV interests were “bailing 
out” the picture business because 
of the NBC deal for the radio- 
telecasting of the annual Academy 
awards from the Pantages theatre 
on March 19, Hollywood thinks 
RCA-NBC pulled a coup and 
bought inestimable good will for 
the $100,000 sponsorship of the 
Oscar sweepstakes. RCA Victor 
will be the institutional bankroller. 
With time, the bill will come near- 
er $175,000 for an hour’s pickup. 

While Hollywood and TV might 
be considered in the “North versus 
South” aura, the locals didn’t rebel 
too much when Charles Brackett, 
prez ef the Academy, brought the 
deal in. He is said: to have set it 
up with RCA president Frank M. 
Folsom at a dinner hosted by Sam- 
uel Goldwyn recently, when it ap- 
peared as if certain dissident stu- 
dios would fail to come through 
with the necessary financial aid. 

Bob Welch, .ex-Paramount pro- 
ducer, will produce the simulcast 
for NBC, and it is expected that 
RCA top brass such as Folsom, 
veepee Manie Sacks, NBC prez 
Frank White, and others, will come 
out for the festivities as further 

(Continued on page 46) 











More 3d Dementia 


3-D Ranch, Hollywood, Feb. i¢. 


Any red-blooded American boy with three eyes in his head ¢ 
see the handwriting on the wall. 


three-dimensional bandwagon. 


We must all climb aboard the 


Only then can there be a blonde 


in every swimming pool and two television sets in every ashcan. 


However, the three-dimensional pioneers have 


the surface. They have not 


only scratched 


yet drawn blood. That will ail be 


changed when we unveil to the industry our startling new 3-D 


developments. 
called “flat” pictures. 


The bins are bulging with many unreleased So- 
Twenty-six at Metro alone. 


Our new system 


will eat up that backlog in a hurry, and plunge us all into this 
bright new age at the same time! 


ScrabbleScope!* 


Two pictures are projected on the same screen at the same time 


—one rightside up, the other upside down. 


You wear glasses. of 


course; and if you don’t like the pi@ture you're watching, you turn 


the glasses upside down and watch the other picture. 


If this is 


too much trouble, the usher will come down the aisle and turn 


you over. 


While this is being perfected, 


so that Lionel Barrymore won't 


end up in Lana Turner’s lap, we propose the following revolv- 


tionary new 3-D inventions: 


1. Three-dimensional popcorn. 


mouth to eat it. 


You wear glasses on your 


2. Sinerama—a startling new method of triple-timing your 


wife. 


3. A curved cereal bowl, so that your breakfast food snaps, 
crackles and pops right into your lap. 


4. Three-dimensional lipstick. 


You kiss a girl, and it comes 


off on the back of your neck. 
As for writing teams, they have gone the way of the Squaw Man. 


Trios are now the vogue. 
Sisters ever learn how to type. 


Can you recommend a third partner? 


age the two of us feel lonely. 





* Patent-Not-Yet-Applied-For. 


We'll be out of business if the Andrews 


In this three-dimensiona] 


Yours with roller-coasters, 
Lawrence & Lee. 


But anybody who tries te steal this 


idea will get hexed by the Bwana Devil. 








SHOW BIZ SHELLS OUT. - 
SRO 58G TC HONOR HOPE 


What started out as a Friars 
tribute to one of its veteran mem- 
bers has snowballed into an all- 
show biz curtsy to Bob Hope, who 
will be honored Friday night (27) 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria by a 
sellout mob of 1,200. .At $35 and 
$50 a head, the dinner is expected 
to gross around $40,000, coupled 
to another $18,000 for the souvenir 
program. 

The dinner is for the purpose 
of paying tribute to the comedian 
for his many humanities during 
his show biz career, namely his ex- 
tensive global tours to entertain 
servicemen and his unceasing 
fund-raising efforts for the Cere- 
bral Palsy Assn. The latter will 
share in the proceeds. On behalf 
of the USO-Camp Shows, prexy 
James Sauter will ‘present an 
award to Hope for his GI shows. 

The affair will also mark Hope’s 
15th year both as a star with the 
National Broadcasting Co. and 
Paramount Pictures. Executives 
of-both the network and the. film 
company will attend the dinner, in 
addition to hundreds of names. 

George Jessel will be the toast- 
master, and the dais will include 
Bernard Baruch, Eric Johnston, 
Adolph Zukor, Major General 
“Rosy” O'Donnell, RCA president 
Frank Folsom, Danny Kaye, Friars 
Abbot, Milton Berle, NBC prez 
Frank White, Fred Allen and Sen. 
Stuart Symington. Jesse Block is 
exec chairman of the arrangements 
for the Friars. 


Josy Baker’s 1-Weeker In 


3d-Rate Havana Cinema 
Havana, Feb. 17. 

Josephine Baker yesterday (16) 
began a week's stand at the Cam- 
poamor Theatre, doing two shows 
daily. The theatre also is showing 
two second-run films, one being 
the anti-Communist “Big Jim Me- 
Lean”. House has a $1.20 top. 

The Campoamor, once one of 
Havana’s best theatres, today is 
hardly more than a_ third-rate 
house, 

Theatre is billing Miss Baker as 
the “world vedette—acclaimed by 
all the publics of the universe” and 
“greatest star of Paris.” 

Miss Baker was detained for 
three hours Tuesday night (17) by 
agents of the Cuban Army Military 
Intelligence Service and taken to 
military headquarters for question- 
ing. She was released three hours 
later and no charges made against 
her. Reportedly, when she objected 
to her detention, Miss Baker was 
told by officials that she was wel- 








N.Y. Critics Burn at Break 
On ‘Misalliance’ Reviews; 
Atkinson Sore at Himself 


Action of the N. Y. Daily News 
and Mirror last week in breaking 
the “release date” for publication 
of reviews of “Misalliatce,’ may 
have repercussions in future in- 
stances of simultaneous openings 
of two Broadway shows. Critics of 
several other New York dailies 
were burned at last week’s inci- 
dent, on the ground that it put 
their papers at a disadvantage in 
having the reviews appear “late.” 

Situation arose when the man- 
agement of “Maggie” decided to 
open the musical Wednesday (18) 
at the National, N. Y., the same 
night that “Misalliance” was 
scheduled to premiere at the N. Y. 
City Center. Rather than have the 
second-stringers cover the Shaw 
revival, the City Center manage- 
ment invited them to attend a pre- 
view the previous night, Tuesday 
(17), and all first-stringers agreed. 

Not Unanimous 

After wavering back and forth 
for a couple of days, the Center 
production staff decided to ask the 
critics to publish their reviews 
Thursday (19), the day after the 
official opening. All agreed, ex- 
cept John Chapman, of the News, 
who told pressagent Phil Bloom 
he’d do as he “saw fit,” and Robert 
Coleman, of the Mirror, who said 
his paper wouldn’t have space for 
both the “Misalliance”’ and “Mag: 
gie” notices in his sheet’s Thurs- 
day issue, 

Certain other critics beefed pri- 
vately at action of the News and 
Mirror. But Brooks Atkinson, of 
the Times, said the incident mere- 
ly made him angry at himself. “I 
learned a long time ago that you 
can't bottle up news, and I 
shouldn't have agreed to hold 

(Continued on page 60) 


M.P. Protests $3,359,600 
Paid U.S. Talent in 3 Years 


London, Feb. 24. 

U. S. entertainers in Britain 
earned. $3,359,600 over the last 
three years according to figures 
submitted to the House of Com- 
mons last week by John A. Boyd- 
Carpenter, Financial Secretary of 
the Treasury. Expenditure of this 
“extraordinary sum on non-essen- 
tial imports” was strenuously pro- 
tested by A. E. Cooper, Conserva- 
tive M.P., who sought assurance 
that “essential imports” werent 
hampered by the dollar disburse- 
ment, ‘ 

Replying to Cooper’s complaint, 
Boyd-Carpenter said that the $3.- 
359,600 was necessary in light of a 
double taxation agreement which 
confers similar benefits upon Brit- 
ish artists who went to America 
and earned dollars. Breakdown 
shows that Yank entertainers drew 





come to leave he country if she so | $929,600 in 1950, $1,394,000 in 195! 


desired, 


and $1,036,000 last year. 
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Oklahoma City, Feb. 24. > 

In a blistering attack on distribs, | 
\liied States Assn.’s general coun- | 
1 Abram F. Myers today (Tues.) | 
ged the film companies with 
“knowing, willful and deliberate 
sontempt” of the Federal consent 
jecree. Speaking before the first 
annual convention of Oklahoma Al- 
lied at the Biltmore Hotel here, 
Myers specifically cited Columbia s 
sales policy on “Salome” as a “de- 
liberate attempt to make exhibitors 
agree in advance to condone, and, 
in effect, to become parties to, fla- 
grant violations of the decree and 
of the law as a condition to the 
right to license pictures in inter- 
state trade and commerce, 

In a speech entitled “Upstage to 
Olivion,” the Allied official de- 
clared that the new policy of the 
flm moguls appears to be “fewer 
pictures, fewer theatres and higher 
” He asserted that due to the 
policies of the distribs, the screen, 
like the stage, will price itself out 
of the market and become “a pur- 
yevor of entertainment for the 
classes instead of the masses.” 
Myers charged that the film com- 
panies have the notion that screen 
entertainment can be restricted to 
a comparatively few high-admission 
houses in the large cities and that 
the public “will troop to those the- 
atres in sufficient volume to make 
up for the 15,000-odd theatres that 
will be forced to close.” 

Myers asserted that although 
technical divorcement has taken 
place between distribution and 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Propose Documentary 
Film on H’wood Names’ 
GI Show Efforts | 


Actor George Murphy, head of 
the Hollywood Coordinating Com- 
mittee, has suggested that the 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations use a portion of the sur- 
plus funds stemming from the dis- 
tribution of special industry shorts 
two years ago for the production 
of a documentary detailing the ac- 
tivities of Hollywood personalities 
in entertaining troops in Korea 
and other sectors where U. S. 
troops are stationed. 


Murphy feels that a two-reeler 


per Joseph Vogel, head of the 
Trustees of the Industry Shorts, 1s 
Polling members of the committee 
to determine if they are in favor 
of the project. Unanimous ap- 
Proval of the trustees is required. 

Murphy’s plan was approved by 
the COMPO board at a Chicago 
conclave several months ago. Act- 
ing on COMPO’s okay, Murphy 
made arrangements with the Dept. 
of Defense to obtain as much foot- 
43e as possible from the trips. He 
aso contacted Metro’s Carey Wil- 
on to act as producer. “We have 


(Continued on page 21) 


HBIAN PREDICTS FCC: 
~ RESUMING HEARINGS 


yor the basis of talls with indi- 
lduals connected with the Federal 
ommunications Commission, S. H. 
) Fabian, head of the National 
nhibitors Theatre Television Com- 
ittee, predicted this week that 
ne hearings for exclusive Theatre 
channels would be resumed. 
it recessed the hearings early 
ing etree . day of question- 
in , 

for theatre TV. ry'’s specific plans 
neittoush Fabian indicated that 
Commins ee or a member of the 
“ Peon had spoken directly to 
talk C member, he disclosed that 
my ‘ had been held with the com- 
yeuons body’s general coun- 
di fanwhile, an FCC spokesman 
ould 4, that the Commission 
d make its decision on the re- 
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yers Raps Distribs for ‘Contempt 
Of Decree; ‘Pricing Films Out of Biz’| 








C. P. Skouras on the Job 


Charles P. Skouras returned to | 


his Coast headquarters over the 
weekend after brief hospitalization 
in New York following a minor 
heart attack. 

National Theatres president will 
be back on a full work sked within 
a week. 


Studio Scribes 
At All-Time Low 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Employment of writers at the 
studios is at an all-time low, due 
chiefly to economy programs at 
Metro and Paramount. 

At Metro, it’s expected that by 
March only 30 writers will be 
working as compared to the normal 
monthly figure of 43. Understood 
that none of the 30 have layoff 
clauses in contracts and that stu- 
dios in all other cases are utilizing 
standard layoff clauses. Paramount, 
which a Screen Writers Guild 
source said usually has about 13 
scribblers working each month, is 
now down to three. Situation is 
close to normal at other studios. 

Currenily 20th has the most 
writers (44), although Metro usually 
leads. Columbia and U-I are up 
slightly, with 24 and 28, respec- 
tively; Warner is down to 16 and 
little activity at RKO with. three 
employed. Republic has 11 at work 

There was a big employment dip 
at the beginning of 1952 and an 
upbeat toward end of the year. In 
the past week it’s reported that 11 
ankled Metro, seven exited 20th 
and five left U-I. 


FOREIGN MGRS. EXPLORE 
COST CUTTING METHODS 


Second meeting of the foreign 
managers’ committee to study 
economies in the foreign market 
was held in N. Y. last week (19) 
at the office of its chairman, Para- 
mount’s George Weltner. Session 
was devoted to further exploration 
of ways and means of cutting costs, 
but was hampered by the inability 
of some of the distrib reps to pro- 
duce the data they had been asked 
to supply. 

Group has no plans to institute 
united action of any kind but is 
designed to serve as a clearing 
house of non-competitive info that 
would give the distribs a yardstick 
by which they could determine 
whether their field operations are 
out-of-line. Print shipments into 
the various territories were high 
on the list of subjects taken up. 


Par Settles Brynner Pact; 
Col Wants Him for Rita 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Paramount settled its one-pic- 
ture $75,000 deal with Yul Brynner 
for an undisclosed sum. Negotia- 
tions are now underway for the 
actor to make a pair of films at 
Columbia. 

Originally slated far Par’s “New 
Kind of Love,” commitment was 
shifted to “South Seas Story” 
when “Love” was shelved. Co- 











lumbia now wants him for the Rev. 


Davidson role in “Miss Sadie 
Thompson,” Rita Hayworth starrer, 
a remake of “Rain.” He’s also 
being considered for the original 
Tullio Carminati role in “debut,” 
remake of “One Night of Love,” 
with studio’s new singer, Gloria 
Krieger, in the Grace Moore role. 


Film Zukor Highlights 


Highlight of Adolph Zukor Gold- 
en Jubilee Dinner to be held at 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. , = 
March 4 will be the first public 
screening of “The Adolph Zukor 
Story,” film which traces the ca- 
reer of the industrial pioneer. 





RS B.0. OPTIMISM 





FIAMER TONE 


Film business is brisk again. No 
one sees a new era of prosperity 





at hand, viewing the 
future through polaroid glasses or 


| otherwise, but the spiritedness of 





| properties. at 


b.o. over recent weeks has been 
encouraging. 

Russell V. Downing, top man at 
New York’s Radio City Music Hall, 
sums it up: “The public is dis- 
criminating but it’s a 
that there’s plenty of business to 
go around.” 


Paul Lazarus, Columbia exec, 
agrees that the pic trade is taking 
a “firmer tone.” 

James Mulvey, president of 
Samuel Goldwyn Productions, also 
| notes the uptrend, though he sees 
it limited to a certain number of 
| films. The lemons continue to sour 
'in all locations. 


certainty | 


| 








| Grainger’s N.Y. Takeover 


immediate | 


James R. Grainger, new RKO 
prez, treks back to New York from 
the Coast next Tuesday (3) to 
take over at the homeoffice. 

While west, Grainger was formal- 


ly elected to the chief exec’s spot. | 


He also was named to _ the 
board, replacing Edward (Buzz) 
Burke, Jr. 





‘Mutiny’ Delays 
New Kramer Tie 


Several major studios, including 


Research, Business Methods Urged 
ALL AROUND) As H'wood Rushes Into 3-D Switch 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

What the picture industry really 
needs is a good $5 textbook on 
modern business methods. 
| That’s the substance of the sotto 
voce comments around Hollywood 
these days industry veterans 
watch, mouth agape, at the hectic 
transition to 3-D. Not that there’s 
|}a great opposition to the switch, 
although there is growing feeling 
|that the depth-illusion film proe- 
esses, either stereoscopic, which 
requires viewers to wear polaroid 
glasses, or periphergl vision, which 
requires a wide, curved screen, are 
not. in themselves the answer to 
the industry’s current boxoffice 
| headaches. 

As usual, in Hollywood contro- 
versies, most of the dissenters pre- 
|fer to remain anonymous. Virtual- 
ly all, however, are bitter at the 
| fact that Hollywood has done little 


as 


Dick Dickson, National Theatres | Metrc, are pitching for Stanley | by itself to develop new media or 


| exec now headquartering at N. Y.’s 
Roxy, points up that biz tradition- 
. 

ally runs in cycles, and at present 


exhibition is coming out on top. | Columbia contract with delivery of | th 


He observes that the majority of 


’ 


Kramer but the indie film-maker 


|mew processes to meet the chang- 


' 46 
|intends to await completion of his |!"8 market demands. 


“Caine Mutiny” before making any 


‘major studios and indie producers | definite plans for the future. 
| unleashed their most important 


year’s end on the 
to qualify for Academy 
(Continued on page 20) 


7 N.Y.-Area Theatres Sked 
Big-Screen TV for Studes 
To Recruit Tech. Aides 


How theatre TV can be used as 
an educational medium will 


Coast 








demenstrated March 21—a Satur- 
day—in a unique off-hour stanza 
slated for seven tele-equipped the- 
atres in the New York metropoli- 
tan area. Purpose of the showing 
is to recruit high school youngsters 
to pursue courses in science and 
engineering at colleges to offset 


in those fields. Telecast is being 
presented under joint sponsorship 
of the Téchnical Societies Council 
of Greater New York, New York 
U., and the theatres. 


About 20,000 juniors and seniors 
(Continued on page 20) 


be | 


| 


| 


| based on a payoff of $2,000 weekly | 


| 
| 





the drastic shortage of manpower | 


M-G reportedly made a firm of- 
fer of a five-year deal to Kramer, 


plus an annuity arrangement which 
would bring that figure substan- 
tially higher over a_ long-term 
period. 

Despite the M-G bid, it’s still 
seen as a strong likelihood that the 
producer will revert to his former 
status as an indie releasing through 
United Artists. 





DeMille In N. Y. Talks 
With Barney Balaban 


Cecil B. DeMille arrives in New 
York from Washington today 
(Wed.) for confabs with Paramount 
prez Barney Balaban and to catch 
Cinerama, which he has yet to see. 
President Eisenhower’s crowded 
schedule ruled out a get-together 
but it’s expected that DeMille will 
call at the White House at some 
later date. 

Last Sunaay (22) DeMille re- 
ceived an award from the Ameri- 
can Freedoms Foundation at a cere- 
mony in Valley Forge, Pa. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Washington’s Birthday Booms Biz; ‘Pan’ Again First, 


‘Stooge’ 2d, ‘Hans’ 3d, ‘Devil’ 4th 


With Washington’s Birthday be- 
ing observed legally on Monday 
(23), key cities covered by VARIETY 
cashed in on this setup which gave 
many situations three big days in 
a row. Result is that grosses are 
booming currently. An added fav- 
orable factor was fine, clear weath- 
er in many of bigger keys. First 
four top ranking pix will show a 
total gross of more than $1,200,000, 
new peak since the year-end holi- 
day period. 

“Peter Pan” (RKO) is champ for 
second week in a row, showing 
better than $400,000 total. 
closely followed by “The Stooge” 
(Par), which was third a week ago. 
“Hans Christian Andersen” (RKO) 
is finishing third, highest rating 
it has achieved, as a result of many 
new playdates. h 

“Bwana Devil’ (UA) is moving 
up to fourth spot while last week 
it was sixth. Fresh bookings added 
to its total revenue. “Ivanhoe” 
(M-G) playing for second time 
around at popscale, is capturing 
fifth money. 

“Niagara” (20th) pushed up to 
sixth position, with uniformly 
strong to big showings. “I Confess” 
(WB), just out this stanza, is show- 
ing enough to land seventh spot 
while “Bad and Beautiful” (M-G) is 
finishing eighth. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba” (Par), 
out on release for first time exten- 
sively, is capturing ninth place, 
with “Jazz Singer” (WB) in 10th. 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) and 





“Road to Bali” (Par), both much 


ma 





|and fast in L.A. and Balto. 





out the Golden Dozen in that order. 
higher in previous weeks, round 
“Gambler” was second a week ago. 


“Never Wave at a Wac” (RKO), 
getting around in keys this week, 
indicates strong future potential. 
It is big in Frisco, good in Seattle 
“All 
Ashore” (Col), although mild in 
Frisco, is trim in’ Cincy and fancy 
in Denver. “Moulin Rouge” (UA) 
looms as a winner, being huge in 
Frisco, sharp in L.A. and terrific 
in N.Y. 

“City Beneath Sea” (U), also new, 
is big in Detroit and terrific in Bos- 
ton. “Gunsmoke,” from same dis- 
trib, is lusty in Omaha and big in 
Denver. “The Star” (20th) is rated 
good in Detroit, sock in Boston and 
fine in N.Y. “Naked Spur” (M-G) 
shapes nice in Minneapolis and fast 
in Cleveland. “‘Anna” (IFE) looms 
big in Chi and great in N.Y. 

“Face to Face” (RKO) looks a 
bit uneven this session. ‘Girls in 
Night” (U) is rated trim in L.A. 
“Blackbeard Pirate” (RKO) is fine 
in Chi and Toronto. “Lawless 
Breed” (U) is fast in Buffalo and 
Chi. 

“Four Poster” (Col) shapes steady 
in Toronto and K.C. “Clown” (M-G) 
looks okay in Chi, “Stereo Tech- 
niques” (Indie) is wowing ’em in 
Omaha. 

“Stars Are S nging” (Par) looms 
okay in K.C. and Chi, “Meet Me 
At Fair” (U) is strong in Louisville. 


(Complete Bozxoffice Reports 
on Pages 8-9) 


| Co. 


The feeling was best summed up 
is week ih a story, also anony- 
mous, in the current issue of the 
Screen Producers Guild Journal, 
which suggested that it’s about 
time the film industry adopt the 
common practice of other big busi- 
(Continued on page 20) 





FDR, Jr., Fingerpoints 
At Charles Green, 20th 
Attacker, In Cong. Record 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

A 1951 Collier’s article detailing 
the “sinister” role played in 1948 
by Charles Green in gaining con- 
trol of the Twin City Rapid Transit 
in Minneapolis was inserted 
into the Congressional Record last 
week (19) by Rep. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Jr. (D., N. Y.), auto- 
matically protecting all reprint? 
from the libel laws. : 

Green is the protagonist in a 
threatened proxy fight at 20th-Fox, 
in which he intends to challenge 
the management. Green and sev- 
era! associates have been buying 
up 20th stock over the past sev- 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Snaper Stresses Allied Unchanged 


Toward Nixed Arbitration System 


Although ‘agreeing to sound out? 


























Cater to Public, Not 
To H’ wood, Zukor Warns 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Find out what the public wants. 
That was the advice handed out by 
Adolph Zukor in an address to the 
members of the Motion Picture In- 











MPAA Foreign Aides Join in Opposing 
French Turnover Tax; Issue to Court? 
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French tax situation, whi 
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Exhibs Explode at RKO's High 7, Plan 
On Pan’; 2-Pronged Appeal to Govt. 


Question of high-percentage pic-+ 


os erupted with full force again 
this dhe: with RKO at the receiv- 
ing end of exhib blasts for its sales 
policy on Walt Disney’s “Peter 
Pan.” With tes 
again taking the leadership in con- 
demning the so-called specials, 
exhib quarters termed the RKO 
deal one of the worst presented to 
theatremen in recent years. Accord- 
ing to a leading Alliedite, RKO is 
asking terms of 60-40, with 70% be- 
ing demanded in some areas and no 
profit guarantee being assured. 


What particularly incenses thea- 
tremen is that “Peter Pan,” with 
its kid appeal, is expected to pull 
matinee biz far exceeding evening 
attendance. Under the RKO terms, 
theatremen complain, they'll have 
to hike their b.o. prices for small- 
fry, a move they consider detri- 
mental public relations. Exhibs 
charge that RKO’s current terms 
represent a 140% increase over 
those asked by RKO for Disney’s 
“Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.” ; 

Bulletin of Jersey Allied, which 
will be issued this week, states 
that a theatre cannot exist ify it 
must pay these terms on a potén- 
tially good grossing picture. “It 
is necessary for the welfare of the 
industry,” it states, “that as many 
theatres as possible play this sub- 
ject. However, this is economically 
impossible. No one in the industry 
doubts that it is RKO’s intention 
to force exhibs to raise prices for 
this picture. This, of course, is 
against the law.” 

Stating that it is futile to appeal 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Castlemans, Feuerman 
In 3d Suit Vs. Hughes, 
Filing in Las Vegas 


Three RKO Pictures minority 
stockholders, who previously 
brought suit against the company 
and Howard Hughes in New York 
Supreme Court and Los Angeles 
Federal Court, have filed a similar 
action in Las Vegas (Nev.) Federal 
Court, it was disclosed last week. 
Naming the same defendants, the 
complaint asks an accounting and 
seeks to compel Hughes to pay back 
in excess of $1,000,000 to the RKO 
treasury. 

Las Vegas suit, which is virtual- 
ly the same as the actions pending 
in the N. Y. and L. A. courts, was 
filed Dec. 23, only a week after 
Gaintifte Eli B. Castleman, Marion 

. Castleman and Louis Feuerman 
had submitted papers to the L. A. 
Federal Court. Initial complaint 
was brought last Nov. 13 in N. Y.., 
when the three shareholders loosed 
allegations of “mismanagement” 
and sought damages. 

Existence of the Las Vegas suit 
came to light last week in a routine 
report made to the Securities & 
Exchange Commission by RKO. 
Company added that it had entered 
a general denial to the charges 
on Feb. 3. As a-corollary to the 
N. Y. Supreme Court action, inci- 
dentally, the Castlemans and Feuer- 
man demanded temporary receiver- 
Ship for the firm but their applica- 
tion was withdrawn last month at 
a hearing before Justice Henry 
Clay Greenberg. 

Filing of the three suits in as 
Many districts, it’s understood, was 
done to facilitate service of papers 
upon Hughes. While the RKO pon. 
trolling stockholder, who regained 
his 1,013,420 shares from the Ralph 

tolkin syndicate last week, has not 
yet been served, according to Louis 

ipnis, attorney for the plaintiffs, 
the defendants have submitted “no- 
tice of appearance.” 

Apparently the next move in the 
Case will come from the RKO- 
Hughes legal battery, for one of 

© company attorneys recently ex- 
Pressed the belief that it would be 
pwd a matter of time before the 

efendants moved fer consolidation 
of the Suits, These, no doubt, would 
a merged with another minority 
; ickholder action brought against 
co, company in N. Y. Supreme 
Ourt by Sidney Schwartz. 





Allied States Assn. | 





117 Releases for Metro 
During Feb. to May | 


Seventeen pictures, including its | 
| first 3-D entry, “Arena,” will be 
released by Metro during the Feb- 
}ruary to May period, sales topper 
Charles M. Reagan disclosed last | 
week. 


Company has slated “Sombrero” 
for its Eastern release. Its 3-D pic 
is set for May, while this month 
will see the general release of 
“Ivanhoe.” 


Expect Reelection 
Of Loew's Board 


Reelection of the current board 
of directors, as well as approval 
of all proposals presented by man- 
agement, are expected at tomorrow 
morning’s (Thurs.) annual meeting 
of Loew’s stockholders. Company 
has received sufficient proxy votes 
for an overwhelming okay of its 
plans. Although the company is a 
Delaware corporation, meeting will 
be held at the company’s N. Y. 
homeoffice. 

Although no stockholder oppo- 
sition is anticipated, it’s figured 
there will be plenty of stockholder 
needling, since a N. Y. meeting 
usually results in a large turnout. 
Directors up for reelection include 
George A. Brownell, Leopold 
Friedman, F. Joseph Holleran, Eu- 
gene W. Leake, Charles C. Mosko- 
witz, William A. Parker, William 
F. Rodgers, J. Robert Rubin, Nicho- 
las M. Schenck, Joseph R. Vogel 
and Henry Rogers Winthrop. 

Although management §hasn’t 
prepared any specific reports, it's 
ready to answer the expected bar- 
rage of questions on 3-D. Metro’s 
activities in the new field as well 
as other production plans of the 
company will be presented. In ad- 
dition, execs will detail progress 
being made which will lead to the 
split of the corporation into sep- 
arate production-distribution and 
theatre companies. Veepee and 
general counsel Leopold Friedman 
will preside. 

The authorized capital stock of 
Loew’s consists of 6,000,000 shares, 
without nominal or par value, of 
which there are 5,142,615 shares 
outstanding and entitled to vote at 
this meeting. 


INT’L DRIVE-IN ASSOC. 
PLANNED BY EZELL 


Dallas, Feb. 24. 
Claude C. Exell, head of Ezell & 
Associates, largest indie drive-in 
circuit operators in the U. S., has 
revealed plans for organizing an 
international drive-in theatre own- 
ers’ association. Texas Drive-In 
Theatre Owners’ Assn., with offices 
here, will be the first unit to join 
in international outfit which will 
headquarter here. Other units 
which have applied for member- 
ship are located in Mexico, Brazil. 
Peru, Australia, Panama, Hawaii, 

Canada, Cuba and South Africa. 


M-G May Defer ‘Love Call’ 


For Hornblow Return 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Arthur Hornblow leaves behind 
a completed script of “Indian Love 
Call” (“Rose Marie” remake) when 
he leaves Metro upon conclusion of 
his contract in mid-March. He 
leaves with his family on a four- 
month around-the-world trip. 
There’s a possibility he'll pro- 
duce “Indian” on his return, since 
studio is holding up shooting pend- 
ing decision whether it’s to be 
standard or 3-D. Latter is likely, 
since subject lends itself to depth 
lensing. 

















Elliot Reid gets the male lead 
opposite Jeanne Crain and Jean 
Peters in 20th-Fox’s “Vicki. 
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Pic EYAMINE COMPO Pointing to ‘Other Taxes 
LEVELING-(FF, ~ In Pitch for Removal of 20% Levy 


Leveling off of American dis- 
tribs’ 16m biz abroad has caused 
the companies to reexamine their 
narrow-gauge activities, which cur- 
rently account for between 5% 
and 8% of the industry’s foreign 
coin. Upshot has been a determi- 
nation to explore new markets and 
push 16m more vigorously in the 
old ones. 


Distribs recognize that the mush- 
rooming stage of 16m is over, but 
execs feel it’s still capable of con- 
siderable expansion and serves as 
an invaluable indicator of what 
places can support a regular house. 
It’s generally recognized that the 
best 16m accounts inevitably turn 
to 35m, partly 
American companies 
product available in narrow-gauge. 
Same holds true for most of the 
foreign pix. « 

Further limitation of 16m is that 
it’s meant for back-country areas 
where audiences don’t understand 
English and often can’t decipher 
the sub-titles, either. Problem is 
being tackled by Metro, the pio- 
neer in the 16m field, which is ex- 
perimenting with various forms of 
narration on magnetic tape which 
is attached to the film, covering 
half the regular soundtrack. » 

Advantage, according to execs of 
Loew’s 16m department, is that 
narration on tape can be erased at 
will and replaced with another one 
in a different language. Use of 
magnetic tape requires a $100 mod- 
ification of the projector, or a new 


(Continued on page 21) 





Compromise By 
Yanks Leads To 


Norway Accord 


Compromise proposal by the 
American distribs has paved the 
way for a new Norwegian film pact. 
The U. S. companies are willing to 
accept the new 40% rental ceiling, 
provided the industry is permitted 
to import five pix a year on which 
terms can go higher as the result 
of individual negotiations with the- 
atres. 

Basic agreement, involving the 
40° and American participation in 
any tax rebate to Norwegian thea- 
tres, was reached some time ago, 
but talks hit a snag when the Nor- 
wegian government insisted that 
U. S. distribs bring in all releases 
on the Scandinavian release sched- 
ule under any new agreement. 
Stipulation was vetoed by Metro, 
which has no intention of sending 
out its “Gone With the Wind” on 
40% terms. 

It’s understood that the Norwe- 
gians, who are more anxious for 
“GWTW” than for any other top 
pic, are agreeable provided terms 
on the quintet don’t exceed those 
obtained by the distribs in any of 
the other Scandinavian countries, 
which means Sweden particularly. 
Whole idea is to be presented to 
Norwegian exhibs by their govern- 
ment in March. Earlier rental 
ceiliig in Norway was 30% on all 
pix. The new deal also wouid 
authorize admish hikes of from 
100% to 150% on top product. 


Call Off Wilder Talks 





To Direct ‘Pal Joey’ | 


Hollywood, Feb, 24. 

Negotiations between Columbia 
and Billy Wilder for latter to di- 
rect “Pal Joey” has been called 
off. Studio hasn’t set another direc- 
tor. 

Film, listed for fall start, was 
scheduled as Mae West comeback 
vehicle. 





Tours Far East for WB 
Berry Greenberg, Warner Bros. 
special sales rep for the Far East, 


lleft last week on a six-month tour 


of that area. 


because not all | 
make their | 








|} setup. 





Rep Preps 12 Half-Hour 
Whodunits in London 


London, Feb. 24. 

Series of 12 half-hour pix will 
be produced here by Republic 
starting March 9 of this year, Re- | 
public prexy Herbert J. Yates an- | 
nounced here today (Tues.). Pix, | 
which are primarily intended for | 
theatrical distribution and may be | 
offered to TV later, will be based | 
on Scotland Yard yarns. | 


R. G. Springsteen has arrived | 
here from Hollywood to direct the | 


first three scripted by Lester 
Powell. Films’ cast will be all- | 
British. 





New Foreign Film | 
Org Would KO IFE 


New organization of foreign pix | 
importers and distribs is being | 
formed to replace the now-defunct 
International Motion Picture Or- 
ganization. Group, which has more 
than 30 members, is expected to | 
blueprint a plan in opposition to 
Italian Films Export, Italo agency 
promoting and distributing Italian 
films here, 

Membership meets in N. Y. Fri- 
day (27) to discuss a list of aims 
and purposes spelled out by Joseph 
Burstyn, head of the organizing 
committee. These will come under 
the general heading of “protecting 
the interests of foreign film dis- 
tribs in the U. S.” and reportedly 
would include censorship and other 
issues besides IFE., 


IFE, subsidized out of frozen} 
earnings of American distribs in | 
Italy, is not a member of the new 
Indie distribs have opposed | 
IFE to varying degrees from the 
very start, claiming that, poten- 
tially at least, it has the power of 
tying up all major Italo produc- 
tions, or at least getting first call 
on them. They’re unhappy, too, 
with a competition that gets its 
financial support from the majors, 
and it’s understood that the possi- 
bility of taking the matter up with 
the Government in Washington 
may be studied. Friday meet is 
expected to elect an exec and offi- 
cers, 


It’s stressed that the indies ob- 
ject to IFE as a subsidized distrib 
org rather than to subsidies per se. 
Members of the steering commit- 
tee, besides Burstyn, include Ilya 
Lopert, Bernard Kreisler, George 
Margolin, George Roth and Max 
Goldberg. It’s expected that the 
Friday meet will produce some op- 
position to tackling the IFE issue, 
which doesn’t affect all indies. 








Atty. Asks Ref for 223G 


As Nassers Dispute Claim 
Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

George T. Goggin, attorney for 
the Nasser Bros., owners of Gen- 
eral Service Studios, appeared be- 
fore Bankruptcy Referee Benno 
M. Brink with a bill for $223,000 
in counsel fees. Bill was disputed 
by the Nassers, who also denied 
that Goggin had been managing 
the studio for the last two 
and a half years. Brink allowed 
him $50,000 on account and set 
April for a hearing. 

Nassers reported that claims 
against the studio had been re- 
duced from approximately $3,000,- 
000 to $1,000,000. 





Warner’s Stock Gift 


Harry M. Warner, Warner Bros. 


+ 











president, gifted 2,200 shares of | 
the corporation’s common stock in 
the past month. 

This brings his holdings to 16,- 
000 shares directly owned and 243.,- 
000 in a trust of which he is bene- 
ficiary. 


Encouraged by privately -ex- 
pressed sentiment among key 
Washington figures on the likeli- 
hood of admissions tax relief, the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations is now formulating its for- 
mal pitch for repeal of the levy, 
with stress on actual benefits that 


| would accrue to the Government 


At anticipated committee hearings, 
COMPO will offer data purporting 
to show that the Internal Revenue 
Dept. will collect around $60,000,- 
000 in other income taxes if the 
20° bite is removed. 

Reasoning is that elimination of 
the Federal tax doubtless will con- 
vert many theatres from losing op- 
erations into the profit category. 


This will mean more money for 
the Government via the ineome 
levies. Also, other houses, faced 
with closing, will be enabled to 


remain in business with the excise 
tax relief. 

Government now collects about 
$190,000,000 annually through the 
20% tax. Point which COMPO in- 
tends to underline is that this en- 
tire amount will not be lost in view 
of the boosted income tax, 

Industry organization also is 
mapping its legislative approach to 
the tax problem. Plan is to seek 
introduction of a single bill cover- 
ing theatre excises exclusively, in- 
stead of one applying to all excises. 
Thought on this is that legislators 


(Continued on page 21) 





Statute of Limitations 
On Trust Suits Asked 
By Congressman Reed 


Call to make punishment for 
antitrust violations “fit the crime” 
and for a Federal statute of limita- 
tions applicable to antitrust cases 
in all states was sounded last week 
(19) in N.Y. by Rep. Chauncey W. 
Reed, chairman of the House Judici- 
ary committee, in a speech before 
the antitrust section of the New 
York Bar Assn. 

Reed's address brought enthu- 
siastic concurrence from the film 
companies, which have long con- 
tended that a change in the anti- 
trust laws, coupled with a more 
realistic approach, was, needed. 
Estimates of damage claims in 
pending antitrust cases in the in- 
dustry ranges from $120,000,000 to 
$140,000,000. 

Reed's topic was “A Re-examina- 
tion of the Federal Antitrust Law.” 
Legislator doubted that statutory 
penalties “can have any deterrent 
effect whatever on prospective vio- 
lators” of the antitrust laws and 
went on to voice his belief that 
judges should have some discretion 
on determining whether a private 
litigant should recover treble or 
single damages. “Judges,” he 
stated, “should be accorded discre- 
tion to impose fines which are rea- 
sonably related to the degree of 
severity of the criminal offense. In 
both cases the punishment should 
fit the crime.” 

In view of confusion created by 
limitations in private actions in the 
various states, Reed thought a uni- 
form period should be made ap- 
plicable throughout the country. “A 
Federal statute of limitations 
would eliminate the frequent dis- 
pute over what statute is applicable 
...and also discourage the possible 
practice of shopping around for a 
forum with a particularly favorable 
statute,” he commented. 





Up Brown to UDT G.M. 


Detroit, Feb. 24. 

Harold H. Brown, executive in 
charge of film-buying for United 
Detroit Theatres, has been named 
UDT general manager by Leonard 
Goldenson, prexy of American 
Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres, 
Inc. 

He succeeds Earl J. Hudson, who 
has been veepee in charge of 
Western Division of AB-PT. 





Arthur Sheekman will double as 
writer and producer on “Star in 
the West” at 20th-Fox. 
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Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
MGM release of Jack Cummings 
duction. Stars Ricardo Montalban, er 
Angeli, Vittorio Gassman, Cyd Charisse. 
Yvonne de Carlo; features Rick Jason. 
Nina Foch, Kart | r, Walter Hanp- 
den, Thomas Gomez, Jose Greco. Directed 
by Norman Foster. Screenplay. Josefina 
Niggli and Foster; based on novel, “A 
Mexican Village.” by Josefina Nigzgli: 
camera (Technicolor), Ray June; 
Cotton Warburton; musical direction. Leo 
Arnaud: choreography for Miss Charisse 
by Hermes Pan; songs, Saul Chaplin, Leo 
Arnaud, Geronimo Villavine, Ruben Fu- 
entes, Rdben Mendez. Previewed Feb. 18. 
"53. Running. time, 103 MINS, 
Pepe Gonzales ..+--Ricarde Montalban 
Eufemia Calderon -.Pier Angeli 
Alejandre Castillo ..... Vittorio Gassman 


Maria . bin FAG iy OO ataba ¥vonne de Carlo 
Lola de Torramo ..........+« Cyd Charisse 
Sa Ae eee eer” Rick Jasory 
ee CA <n sews ceveescs Nina Foch 


hegteqn ..Kurt Kasznar 
..». Walter Hampden 
Den Homero Calderon....Thomas Gomez 
Gitanillo de Torrano Jose Grece 


Father Zacaya . 
Don Carlos Castillo 


Se: TOE snc cts tanonae ss John Abbott 
Little Decte® cccccocccoces Andres Soler 
Dome. FER ~. Ss 6 ss ceieccees Fanny Schiller 
pS a eer err Luz Alba 
Tia Magdalena ...... Rosaura Revueltas 
Don Inocente ......,... Alfonso Bedoya 
Dee. MOUS ©. \..cdaaccsccs Jorge Trevine 
Napoleon Lopez ........+.. Tito Novaro 
| eee Serer Manuel Arvide 
Tomas ........-.c+...e.-Felipe De Flores 
Senora Inoecente ...... Beatriz Ramos 
WEORD 2.000080 Hebsancoes Florencio Castello 
PreSeGee och ce csccesave Arturo Rangel 





Only so-so screen entertainment 
results from this rather hapless 
mixture of gaiety, heavy drama 
and deep tragedy. Filmed in Mexi- 
co, its use of Technicolor to bright- 
en the visual appeal, plus the com- 
petent cast, can’t extricate it as a 
doubtful grosser. 


The Jack Cummings production 
is based on “A Mexican Village,” 
novel by Josefina Niggli, who also 
scripted with Norman Foster. The 
latter’s direction isn’t helped by 
the screenplay. Picture is interest- 
ing as far as the filming sites are 
concerned and, for the discriminat- 
ing, there is a striking gypsy dance 
done by Jose Greco to “Farruca 
Flamenca” with a beautiful guitar 
accompaniment. As entertainment, 
though, the film falters because of 
the contrasting romances with 
which it deals. Division of interest 
among three sets of lovers splits 
the attention too much, and be- 
cause of the assorted emotional 
tempo of these loves, there is the 
feeling the picture ean’t make up 
its mind about what it is to be— 
comedy, drama or tragedy. 

Most attractive to general audi- 
ences will be the romance of Ricar- 
do Montalban and Pier Angeli. It is 


editor, f 


bright gay humorous, involving a' 


feud between two 
lages which the lovers must even- 
tually right before they can marry. 
Just how they finally bring peace 
out of comicai complications does 
the most to hold audience atten- 
tion. They make a delightful team. 
and Montalban does nice selling on 
“Ufemia,” currently a pop tune in 
Mexico which has been given Eng- 
lish lyrics by Saul Chaplin. 

The tragic phase of the plot is 
carried out by Vittorio Gassman 
and Yvonne de Carlo. He is the 
scion of an old, proud family, and 
she is a nameless girl whom he 
loves. He finds he is to die soon 
from a brain tumor, begs her to 
marry him despite family opposi- 
tion. However, she nobly steers 
him to Nina: Foch and he enters 
a loveless match, After his death, 
his father learns the truth of the 
real romance and takes Miss de 
Carlo in. The heavy affair is prob- 
ably dear to Mexican filmgoers and 
readers, but most domestic audi- 
ences may be impatient with it. 
Gassman, Italian star making his 
Hollywood debut, will have to await 
for a more worthy assignment to 
impress, although his talent does 
manage to show. Miss de Carlo is 
seen to a decided disadvantage 
a compared to other cast mem- 

ers. 


Drama is expressed in the 


romance of Cyd Charisse and Rick | 9 


Jason. She is the sister of Greco, 
a bullfighter who believes he will 
die if she should marry. He does 
his best to break up her attraction 
to Jason, a street candy-peddler, 
and comes to hate the young suitor 
so much he attempts to kill him 
during a bullfight but, instead, is 
gored to death himself. There’s a 


Mexican vil-|: 





Anna 

“Anna,” Italian import star- 
ring Silvana Mangano, Vit- 
torio Gassman, Gaby Morlay, 
Raf Vallone and Jacques Du- 
mesnil, which opened at the 
Globe Theatre, N. Y., last - 
week, impresses a$ technical- 
ly okay for the mass market in 
its English-dubbed version, 
Pic was reviewed in its Italian 
version from Genoa by VAart- 
ETy in the issue of March 5, 
1952. Hawk stated that it is 
“commercially one of the slick- 
est Italian .productions.” He 
added that the skilfully lac- 
quered but still glorified io 
opera deals with a young novi- 
tiate working as a_ hospital 
nurse, torn between true love 
and marriage to a country boy, 
a lustful past with a violent 


bartender and a future as a 
nun. , 
“In the U. S.,”: reviewer 


stated, “it is probably better 
suited for dubbed general re- 
lease, exploiting the star and 
story angles, than for the more 
artistic arty theatre market.” 
Performances were praised. 
The dubbed version was pro- 
duced by Peter Riethof. Italian 
Film Exports is distributing. 














comical policeman. They do what 
they can with the _ indecisive 
meandering of the script. Ray 
June’s color photography is eye- 
catching, and Leo Arnaud’s music 
direction capable. Brog. 


Small Town Girl 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) 





Entertaining musical comedy; 
good b.o. 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Jane Powell, Farley Granger; 
features Ann Miler, S. Z. Sakall, Robert 
Keith; Nat Ki Cele, Billie Burke, Bobby 
Van, Chill Wills: Directed by Leslie Kar- 
dos. Screenplay, Derothy Cooper, Dor- 
othy Kingsley; story, Dorothy Cooper: 
camera (Technicolor), Joseph Ruttenberg: 
editor, Albert Akst; musical direction. 
Andre Previn; musical numbers «staged 
by Busby Berkeley; songs, Nicholas Brod- 
szky, Leo Robin. Previewed Feb. 17, .’53. 
Running time, 93 MINS. 

Cindy Kimbell 
Rick Belrow Livingston . 


Jane Powell 
Farley Grainger 


Lisa Bellmount ............ Ann Miller 
Eric Schlemmer .......... S. Z. Sekall 
Judge Gordon Kimbell ....Robert Keith 
Ludwig Schlemmer .......... Bobby Van 
re ee Sp Chill Wills 
Bite, TAVIROR 66 5 oso snesds Billie Burke 
Mrs. Gordon Kimbell ......... Fay ray 
Eee FEM: AAD os ayencoesconsses Himself 
BEE e¥ce ees tsabeniédenenss Dean Miller 
ME os: cutee cowidaesets William Campbell 
Hemmingway .essessesnees: Philip Tonge 
Cen COORD iccdscseesseses Jonathan Cott 
DOUG: «ss den necpccecscaccor Bobby Hyatt 
6 a:8 Cine ca chaenign baal Rudy Lee 
EE . Bebé cedctesecsoeae Beverly Wills 
Patsy ...ecceccseeceseeess:-Gloria Noble 
DO oc cepepeceseveseccsue: Jane Liddell 
MEE. «sh ocebnsecbseeen Nancy Valentine 
GOMRER «i ccceseccsstceéocs Janet Stewart 
rs Pre rr Pegi McIntire 
Gere PRROOS so cccecccasvcscss Virginia Hali 





“Small Town Girl” packages an 
engaging round of light musical 
comedy offering fun for most all 
age and audience groups. Familiar 
names, for the marquees, Techni- 
color, spritely songs and dances, 
and a plot with just enough sub- 
stance to hold the attention with- 
out wearing, are the b.o. ingredi- 
_ in this Joe Pasternak produc- 
ion. 


Jane Powell and Farley Granger 
are the chief exponents of young 
love caught up in plot involve- 
ments, and both carry a major 
portion of the entertainment to ex- 
cellent results. However, it is the 
spotlighting of young Bebby Van 
in a song-dance-comedy spot that 
impresses the most. A particular 
standout in his “Street Dance,” 
in which he rhythmically hops 
through the streets of the small 
town to the accompaniment of An- 
dre Previn’s cleffing. Also good is 
his terping to “Take Me To Broad- 
way,” a solo production number. 


However, Van doesn’t grab cff all 
the dance footage. Shapely Ann 
Miller exposes her gams in two 
hot production pieces, “I’ve Gotta 
ear That Beat,” flashily staged 
by Busby Berkeley, and “My 
Gaucho,” a piece of south-of-the- 
border rhythm thgt she makes pay 
off. Both tunes were written by 
Nicholas Brodszky and Leo Robin, 
who contributed a total of eight to 
the picture. Miss Powell’s clear, 
listenable vocals shine on “The 
Lullaby of the Lord,” “Small 


thrill in some arena footage, Miss| Towns Are Smile Towns,” “Fine, 


Charisse and Jason marry, but it 
her guilt until she dances atop a 
mountain in a storm to rid herself 
of gypsy superstitions. The num- 
ber, to “Gypsy Dance” 


Tt | 
is an unhappy mating because of | Chorus of eight femmes aid; “The 


: ; by Saul | 
Chaplin and Leo Arnaud, is wierd- | 
ly staged by Hermes Pan with a) 


Fine, Fine,” on which Van and a 


Fellow I'd Follow” and the “Hal- 


lelujah chorus.” Nat King Cole 


;uestars to give his particular 


style to “My Flaming Heart” in a 
nitery sequence. 


Leslie Kardos’ direction has a 


“Night On Bear Mountain” effect | ively air that blends together nice- 


that is slightly ludicrous despite | 


| and sharpens the pleasant chuckles 


Miss Charisse’s terp talents. 


y the film’s assorted ingredients 


Some of those more promine t. | noticeable throughout the screen- 
ly involved in the plot are Kurt Pray By porothy Cooper and Doro- 


as a _ priest; 


Thomas 
Gomez, father of Miss Angeli; Miss 


Foch, Walter Hampden, father of 
Gassman, and Alfonso Bedoya, 


thy Kingsley. Granger is a rich 
| playboy who makes the mistake of 
| Speeding through a small town in 
| which Robert Keith is judge. He’s 
‘jailed for 30 days, thus breaking 





op his elopnient with showgirl Ann. 
er. 


Granger makes happy time, 
though, with Miss Powell, Keith’s 
daughter, even talking her -and 
Chill Wills, jailer, into letting him 
out for a night in New York. She 
goes along to insure his return, 
and love blooms, breaking up the 
hopes of S. Z. Sakall that his son, 
Van, will eventually marry the gal 
and settle-down to clerking job 
instead of dreaming of the N. Y. 
stage. Miss Miller has herself an- 
other bankroll, so the new love is 
okay by her. 

Situations laced through the plot 
are amusing, and the miusie ap- 
pealing. Previn’s musical direction, 
Berkeley's dance staging, the sight 
values contributed by the art di- 
rection, costuming and- settings, 
and the color photography by Jo- 
seph Ruttenberg are all! excellent. 
Editing keeps the footage down to 
a. suitable 93 minutes. Brog. 


Girls ef Pleasure Island 
(COLOR) 





Pleasant program comedy 
about three innocent maids 
and 1,500 Marines on a tropi- 
cal island. 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Paramount release of Paul Jones pro- 
duction. Stars Leo Genn, Den Tayler; fea- 
tures Gene Barry. Elsa Lanchester, Dor- 
othy Bromiley, Audrey Dalton, Joan 
Elan. ‘Directed by F. Hugh Herbert and 
Alvin Ganzer. Written for the screen by 
Herbert; based on the novel by William 
Maier; camera (Technicolor), Daniel 
Fapp, W. Howard Greene: editor, Ells- 
worth Hoagland: music, Lyn Murray. Pre- 


viewed Feb. 16, 53. Running time, 9% 
MINS. 

Lieut. Gilmartin ........-.. Don Taylor 
Roger Halyard .......+.:- ... Leo Genn 
BONNE. <0 vcd oossoosee Elsa Lanchested 
Co SEOs. «bs web 6084 beus © Philip Ober 
Violet Halvard. ..cccosecasers Joan Elan 
Hester Halyard ....... .. Audrey Dalton 
Gloria Halyard ........ Dorothy Bromiley 
Pvt. Henry Smith......... Peter Baldwin 
Capt. Beaton .........- . . Gene Barry 
Teel MONOD 40 0eccesoess A. E. Gould-Porter 
WEUMMMMOEEE ‘es ccsecsdeccecs Barry Bernard 





Paramount has used “The Girls 


of Pleasure Island” to showcase 
its three young English actresses, 
Dorothy Bromiley. Audrey Dalton 
and Joan Elan. It’s a fairly pleas- 
ant affair with a program classifi- 
cation to fit it to companion book- 
ings in the general situation. Tech- 
nicolor gives it some importance, 
and exploitation of the “new faces” 
and youthful angles may help in 
obtaining sales. ‘ 


Plot premise is a natural setup 
for comedy, and audiences will find 
considerable chuckles _ sprinkled 


through the tootage, even though 
the makers belabor some points, 
resulting in repetition that pro- 
longs the film to 95 minutes and 
occasionally slows the pace. Also, 
there is a useless point about a 
missing mother dragged into the 
script by F. Hugh Herbert, who 
also co-directed with Alvin Gan- 
zer. The guidance of the Paul 
Jones production by the pair ts 
mostly lively, with a stress on 
“cuteness,” and gives each of the 
- a chance to show varied tal- 
ents. 


Based on the novel by William 
Maier, film details what happens 
when 1.500 Marines land on a lone- 
ly South Pacific island to build 
landing strips (the veriod is 1945 
during World War II). The friendly 
invasion greatly perturbs Leo 
Genn, a prover English gent with 
three daughters who have never 
known romance but are verfectly 
willing to learn about the birds 
and bees. It’s not hard to imagine 
what happens when the romantic 
sea soldiers come in contact with 
three nifty cuties eager to find out 
about the ovposite sex. Papa has 
his hands full trying to fend off 
the masculine advances and pro- 
tect his daughters, but fights a 
losing battle as nature takes its 
course. 


Miss Bromiley, as the youngest 
of the sisters, is the tomboy of the 
trio, involved in a first romance 
with Peter Baldwin, an awkward, 
bashful young Marine. They are 
the comedy standouts. Miss Dal- 
ton is the sweet type who becomes 
seriously involved with Don Tay- 
lor, and their romance carries 
through to the finale. Both do 
well. Miss Elan is the sophisticate 
of the femme threesome. playing 
the field and having a field day. 
She is good, 

Genn walks through his role with 
a natural ease, his worry over his 
daughters ‘adding to the entertain- 
ment. Elsa Lanchester, the ro- 
mantic housekeeper, alsu sparks 
some chuckles, and there are as- 
sists from Gene Barry and Philip 
Ober, among others. 

Tropical footing nicely back- 
grounds the story, and the color 
lensing by Daniel Fapp and W. 
Howard Greene is good. Some of 
the process color work, however, 
looks bad. Music score, editing 
and other credits are competent. 


|} Khe Stery 





Brog. 
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of Mandy 

- “The Story of Mandy,” a- 
British import which preemed 
at the Sutton Theatre, N. Y., 
Monday (23), was reviewed 
-from ndon by Vagriety in 

issue of Aug. 20, 1952. Phyl- 
lis Calvert, Jack Hawkins, Ter- 
ence Morgan ang Godfrey 
Tearle are starred in this Eal- 
ing Studios-Michael Balcon 
Production that Universal-In- 
ternational’s special films divi- 
sion is distributing in the 


U.S. 

Reviewer Myro thought that 
Ealing’s latest production was 
“clearly designed to appeal to 
femme patrons. This story of 
a deaf-and-dumb child has ob- 
vious tedrjerking angles... 
which will help it along at the 
boxoffice.” Cast’s portrayals 
were rated as “sound” while 
moppet Mandy Miller contrib- 








utes the “dominating”. per- 
formance in the title role. 
Seminole 
(COLOR) 





Regulation outdoor actioner 
dealing with ousting of Semi- 
noles in Florida; for general 
situations. 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Universal release of HoWard Christie 
production. Stars Rock Hudson, Barbara 
Hale, Anthony Quinn, Richard Carlson; 
features Hugh O’Brien, Russell Johnson, 
Lee Marvin. Directed by Budd Boetticher. 
Story and screenplay, Charles K. Peck, 


Jr.; camera (Technicolor), Russell Metty; | 


| self. 
|to enlighten the audience. 


editor, Virgil Vogel. Previewed Feb. 10, 


53. Running time, 87 MINS. 


Lance Caldwell 
Revere 


Rock Hudson 
Barbara. Hale 


Osceels oc .cecoccccccsece Anthony Quinn 
Major Dade ...seceesees Richard Carlson 
Majeed .... cccsccccocscoes Hugh O’Brian 
Lt. Hamilton ..cccccces Russell Johnson 
Sgt.-Magruder ....scscsess:: Lee Marvin 
MEE” vis vés sobovdbudbetdes Ralph Moody 
Zachary Taylor ....ecessesss Fay Roope 
Corp. Gerad «..ccoccccccceess James Best 
SOE ccc ccccccccsccccsscccers John Day 





regulation outdoor actioners, this 
time dealing with the Seminole 
Indians in Florida during the 
1800’s, for the attention of the gen- 
eral situation where such Techni- 
colored subjects make their best 
showing. It’s an average entry, 
slated for the same type of grosses. 


Howard Christie’s production is 
prettied up in the hues used to 
show off Florida’s swamp country, 
which provides the background for 
Charles K. Peck, Jr.’s story and 
screenplay. The tints add to the 
values, especially for displaying 
Seminole: makeup and costumes, 
and the lush, green watery scenery. 
Peck’s basic plot is good outdoor 
stuff, although he has peopled it 
with stock characters done many 
times in other settings, and gives 
Budd Boetticher’s direction ample 
opportunity to work in plenty of 
action sequences. 

Rock Hudson portrays a native 
Floridian assigned to Fort King, 
Army post near the Everglades, 
after graduation from West Point. 
There he finds Richard Carlson, 
martinet commanding . officer, de- 
termined to oust the Seminoles 
from the Everglades. Because of 
his upbringing, Hudson is naturally 
sympathetic towards the redskins 
and becomes more so when he dis- 
covers their leader, Osceola, is a 
boyhood chum. He’s still a good 
soldier, though, and leads a foray 
with Carlson into the swamps to 
slaughter the Indians. Instead, the 
detachment is practically wiped 
out, but Hudson is saved by Osce- 
ola, played by Anthony Quinn, This 
deed leads to Hudson’s courtmar- 
tial and sentence to face a firing 
squad after a few subsequent 
events link him with Osceola’s 
death when the chief has come to 
the fort to talk peace. As Hudson 
is ready to be executed, a sub chief, 
Hugh O'Brian, appears, confesses 
the Osceola killing and the young 
officer is saved, 


Hudson and Quinn make good 
appearances in the rugged facets 
of their roles. Script and direction 
demand so much of the martinet 
from Carlson that the character 
soon becomes tiresome. Barbara 
Hale is the fourth star and sole 
femme, but her role of the girl who 
loves both Quinn and Hudson is 
not definite enough to make much 
of an inpression except visually. 
O'Brian wears some colorful Indian 
makeup. Standout among the fea- 
tured players is Lee Marvin, top 
sergeant. 

Except for the finale sequence, 
story is told in flashback, slightly 
vitiating the dramatic punch. Rus- 
sell Metty’s color lensing heads up 
the good technical credits. Brog. 





Cleve Cites DeMille 
Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

Cecil B. DeMiile is flying here 
Friday (Feb. 27) to receive annual 
award from the. Cleveland Film 
Critics Circle, which picked his 
“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par) as 
the best picture of 1952, 


’ Reugh Sheot 
(BRITISH) 


Joel McCrea, Evelyn Keyes in 
confused British spy meller- 
spotty results indicated. , 


penis efter London, Feb. 17. 
nite s re of a Raym 
Stross production. Stars Joel te 
lyn Keyes; features Herbert Lom’ 
Goring. Roland Culver. Directed 
bert Parrish. Screenplay by Eric 
Ambler from Geoffrey Household no\ |: 
camera, Stanley Pavey; editor, Russell 
Lloyd; music, Hans May. At Odeon. Leie 
cester Square, London, Feb. 17, ’53. Rune 
ning time, 8@ MINS. | 








Taine Te eee ere eee eeeweeses Joel McCrea 
Cecily soraeserceseceses Evelyn Keves 
SanGerskd .s.cccccsscesacs Herbert Lom 
ME 45 6.00 60066076 040 060 Marius Goring 
Randall ...ccacsccoscsces: Roland Culver 
SE. cecekegene @aececccves Karel Stepanek 
BM v0 cscccecccceceseeses David Hurst 
Magda .. ..ccccesscccese Patricia Laffan 
Hassingham ...eree++-++-Frank Lawton 
Mrs. Powell .........-.---Megs Jenkins 
BEGGBOME . . ova ve vcens Laurence Naismith 
Castwriget..... avs seoerc e Cyril Raymond 


Insp. Suilivan 


eoeneoees Clement McCallin 
Insp. Matthews 


Pv eoes Jack McNaughton 


Sgt. Bains ...°..-.se0+-..-.-Arnold Bell 
Station Announcer ...... Joan Hickson 
Ambulance Driver* ....... Powys Thomas 
WRAFEGR cc cc cececéesdeees és. Ellis Lrving 
Ns :.bs Seek hain Aeens.s Robert Dickens 
pe By eee Denis Lehrer 





Although it has two Hollywood 
stars. and an American director, 
“Rough Shoot” remains technical- 
ly a British picture. It is a spy 
meller but the confused treatment 
will not help at the boxoffice, and 
it cannot hope for more than spotty 
results, 

Eric Ambler, who fashioned the 
script from the Geoffrey Howse- 
hold novel, is experienced at mys- 
tery yarns but this time he has 





kept most of the secrets to him- 
Rarely does he do anything 


Action begins when an Ameri- 
can colonel (Joel McCrea) sees a 
suspicious character iurking on the 
grounds he has rented, and fires a 


round of harmless buckshot. Si- 
multaneously, and. without his 
knd@Wledge, someone else has fired 


a round of lethal . ammunition. 


| When the colonel finds a corpse 
_ | on his hands, he panics and buries 
Universal delivers another of its | 


the body. That incident brings 
him in touch with a mysterious 
Polish commandant who is working 
for British Intelligence and re- 
cruits him in rounding up a gang 
of atom spies. Yarn is.completely 
unconvincing. There are moments 
of suspense but these are frequent- 
ly bogged down in the obscurities 
of the story. 

Joel McCrea tries to rise above 
the subject but only succeeds oc- 
casionally. He turns in a polished 
performance as does his co-star 
Evelyn Keyes. Their names on the 
marquee’ may help to sell the pic- 
ture but they both merit a better 
break. Herbert Lom as the mys- 
terious Polish commandant is re- 
duced to a comic, unreal character 
and Marius Goring is sinister head 
of the spy ring. Roland Culver, 
as the man from military intelli- 
gence, retains his dignity. Quality 
artists of the calibre of Patricia 
Laffan, Megs Jenkins, Frank Law- 
ton, David Hurst and Karel Stepa- 
nek are given little opportunity. 
Direction is pedestrian but other 
technical qualities are up to aver- 
age. Myro. 


Old Overland Trail 
(SONGS) 








Acceptable western program- 
mer -starring Rex Alien. 


Hollywood,*Feb. 20. 

Republic release of Edward J. White 
production. Stars Rex Allen; features 
Slim Pickens, Roy Barcroft. Virginia 
» Gil Herman. Directed by William 
Witney. Written by Milton Raison: camera, 
John MacBurnie; editor, Harold Minter; 
music, R. Dale Butts: song. Jack Elliott. 
wen Feb. 19, ’53. Running time, 60 





ROS AlleW oc cccccedcessccvsses Rex Allen 
BENNO: oh 0ih0dad bebbewsecnaeetes.- Koko 
Slim Pickens ...... Ce vesces Slim Pickens 
Gee S's. ¢o'< ob dn nobe cede Roy Barcroft 
Mary Peterson ....ccccccess Virginia Hall 
Fe. BOD son cvesetoe eveses- Gil Herman 
65646646000 qe00002 Wade Crosby 
BERG TENE occ covsccveee- Leonard Nimoy 
PENER sys wb dbedesec adores Zen Murray 
Proprietor ...... haeeedites< Harry Harvey 


a 
The Republic Rhythm Riders 





The heroics and vocals of Rex 
Allen come off satisfactorily in 
“Old Overland Trail,” and the fans 
of program westerns should find 
it acceptable fare, well-laced with 
action. 

This time Allen, agent for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, is called 
in to keep an Apache tribe on its 
reservation. It seems that Roy Bar- 
croft, railroad contractor. is incit- 
ing the Indians to riot with booze 
and rifles, hoping thus to obtain 
cheap labor among immigrants to 
build a railroad spurline under 
contract figures. e scheme is 
working well until Allen begins to 
wise up. The hero’s work is com- 
plicated, somewhat. because his 
wayward brother, Gil Herman, 'S 
partnered with Barcroft, but by 
the time the shooting’s all over. 
justice is triumphant and the heavy 
has met poetic justice via an ar 
row from the Indians he has be- 





| 


| 


trayed. 1% 1 
Allen, joined by Virginia Ha 
and the Republic Rhythm Riders, 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Clarify 3-D Systems 


; Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Because of the considerable confusion caused by the different “third- 
dimension” systems, ‘VARIETY has sought to clarify the various processes. 

There are two basic methods, stereoscopic projection and peripheral 
yision projection. Former is what is called 3-D, latter ig wide screen. 

Natural Vision (“Bwana Devil’), Stereo-Techniques (the shorts Sol 
Lesser is distributing in the U. S.), Paravision (Par); Stereoscopic system 
(20th), the Norling camera (which RKO has acquired rights to but 
which hasn’t beer scheduled for actual work yet), Bolex and some of 
the others whfch have been demonstrated in N. Y., all require special 
polaroid glasses. Latest is Naturalama, made by Synthetic Vision of 
Dayton, O., which has been shown to some local execs but is other- 
wise unknown. ; 

Despite reports here that Max Fleischer has a 3-D process which re- 
quires no glasses, engineers here insist that any stereoscopic method 
must use glasses. All these systems are rougly similar since the stereo- 
scopic principle is in public domain, and the only differences are in the 
gadgets which each system uses to focus during filming. 

Wide-screen system (basically better than 50 years old) is what is 
used by Cinerama and CinemaScope. It involves no glasses since, 
unlike the stereoscopic system, it has not been filmed by two lenses, 
each taking a one-eyed view of the subject, but is lensed in an overlap 
method so that what fills the wide-screen is an approximation of what 
the eye naturally sees. Cinerama, thus far shown only in N. Y., opens 
next in Detroit, then L. A. Process also makes use of so-called “stereo- 
phonic sound,” system of several speakers so that sound seems to be 
centered in a portion of the screen where action is centered. Cinema- 
Scope roughly is the same process although using smaller screen. 

Thus far, the bulk of the activity in Hollywood has been in 3-D. 
Twentieth’s CinemaScope will be used on a couple of pix by Metro (in 
addition to its own stereoscopic system), and Allied Artists is consider- 
ing it. Other than that, there has been no interest in it from the other 
studios and no great commotion about 20th’s offer to make Cinema- 
Scope available to all. 

Stereo-Techniques, the British process (the shorts Lesser is distribut- 
ing here) is dickering for feature production in U. S. and a deal may 
be made within a few weeks. Lesser’s own Stereo-Cine, being used 
only on his currently shooting musical revue, is planning a program of 
features. 

The following is an overall recapitulation of Hollywood’s 3-D pro- 
duction: 

Allied Artists: Has scheduled production of:‘‘The Maze” in Natural 
Vision (3-D); considering CinemaScope for other films. 

Cinerama: Hopes to shoot its first feature, “Paint Your Wagon,” 
around June. ‘ 

Columbia: Rushing “The Man Who Lived Twice” through an 11- 
day schedule in Natural Vision 3-D black-and-white to be first to hit 
theatres; also shooting ‘Fort Ti” in NV Technicolor; has commitment 
with NV for one more film. 

Lesser, Sol: 
Techniques Process; has own Stereo-Cine process in which he's now 
making a five-part revue called “3-D Follies.” (Had used name Tri- 
Opticon in describing S-T shorts which he was releasing, until S-T 
lawyers forced him to go back to regular S-T billing.) 

Metro: Now shooting “The Arena” in its own 3-D process and Ans- 
color. Will probably make “Rope’s End’ next. Process is now being 
called Metrovision. Company has said it wil! also use 20th’s Cinema- 
Scope. 

Paramount: Has its own process known as Paravision, perfected 
17 years ago but never used, which it is using on Pine-Thomas “San- 
garee,” which is also in Eastman Color (which Technicolor will process 
for them.) Three more Pine-Thomas films, “Those Sisters From Se- 
attle,” “High Voltage,” and “Lost Treasure of the Amazon,” will be 
made in this process, and studio itself plans to make “Red Garters” 
and possibly “Road to the Moon,” “Knock on Wood” as well as “Lei- 
ningen Versus the Ants” and “Conquest of Space,” both George Pal 
productions. Studio also is rushing experiments of a projection sys- 
tem which could give a “3-D illusion” to the backlog of “flat” pix. 

Twentieth-Fox: Only studio engaged in both stereoscopic and peri- 
pheral-vision production. Has its own 3-D process, which it calls Stereo- 
scopic, and is making “Inferno” in this, with “Kid From Left Field” 
slated to roll March 2 in same system. Also has CinemaScope, the 
curved screen (peripheral vision) process which tees off with “The 
Robe” and which the studio insists will be the industry standard. 

_Universal-International: Has it own 3-D process, which has not been 
given a trade name as yet. Shooting “It Came from Outer Space” in 
this process but is secretive about further plans. ; 

Warners: First major to make a 3-D deal after “Bwana Devil,” it is 
shooting “House of Wax” in Natural Vision, with “The Burning Arrow” 
to roll shortly. It is also working on its own stereoscopic process and 
also experimenting on a projection- system (a la Paramount) to give the 
depth illusion to the backlog of flat pix. 
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Been distributing series of British shorts in Stereo-' 





AA’s March Resumption 
After 2-Mo. Gap; ‘Maze’ 
To Mark Depth Debut 


_Allied Artists resumes produc- 
‘on March 10 after a two-month 
shutdown, veepee Harold Mirisch 
said in New York before returning 
to the Coast over the weekend. A 
large product backlog, he stated, 
Permitted a temporary halt on 
shooting in order to effect some 


Physical improvements on the com- 
Pany’s lot. 


Meantime, some 12 stories are in 
Preparation and three ventures al- 
ready have been set to go before 
the cameras. One of these proj- 
fcts is “The Maze,” which marks 
AA S initial step into 3-D. Using 
atural Vision process, it’s due 
to roll in April with Walter Mirisch 
handling the production reins. 

In line with company policy of 
Carefully watchi all 3-D devel- 
ppments, top studio officials next 
we will attend a special Coast 
€monstration of 20th-Fox’s Cine- 
maScope to decide whether to lens 
any pix in that technique. Studio 


Contingent will be headed by pre 
teve Broidy, tig 





250 O’SEAS HOUSES FOR 
‘ROBE,’ DAY-DATING N.Y. 


CinemaScoped “The Robe,’’ 
20th-Fox’s first release in its new 
wide-screen process, will open in 
250 handpicked theatres abroad, 
simultaneously with its New York 
premiere, according to Murray 
Silverstone, 20th foreign head. Pic 
is slated for October release. 


Silverstone said he didn’t know 
exactly how many CinemaScope 
units would be available to the 
foreign field by October, but that 
he felt sure he would be allocated 
a minimum number of 250. Units 
consist of the CinemaScope lens, 
special screen and stereo sound. 
Silverstone said the list of pre- 
ferred houses in capital cities 
abroad had been made up, but he 
couldn’t estimate installation costs. 
They would be “reasonable,” he 
commented. 





$100 Illinois Holdup 
St. Louis, Feb. 24. 
An armed bandit obtained $100 
in cash from Mrs. Mary Vaughn, 
cashier at the Rodgers, Carbondale, 
Ill, recently in a daring theatre 
holdup. The man escaped. 
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TV-ING OSCARS 








WOULD CREATE 


MORE INTEREST 


With the telecast of the Academy 
Award presentations going to home 
TV via NBC for $100,000, exhibs 
do not appear to be too unhappy 
about the deal. Although favoring 
a theatre TV program as a possible 
adjunct to a regular film program, 
theatremen felt that home telecast- 
ing could serve as an important biz 
hypo. Program will emanate from 
the RKO Pantages Theatre, Holly- 
wood, over the combined NBC 
radio-TV network. RCA Victor is 
the sponsor. 

Conceding that they might lose 
customers on the night (March 19) 
of the telecast, exhibs note, never- 
theless, that the presentation could 
create greater interest in the win- 
ning pictures as well as in various 
films involving the stars taking the 
top honors. In recent years, exhibs 
assert, the prestige of the Oscars 
has declined, with few fans return- 
ing to theatres to see the winning 
films. Feeling is that the nation- 
wide publicity would bring in a 
substantial number of customers to 
view the winning attraction as well 
as create a general interést in films. 

Actually, Nate Halpern’s Theatre 
Network Television, Which put in 
a bid for the event through Motion 
Picture Assn. of America prexy 
Eric Johnston, never received a def- 
inite nix. Halpern was told that the 
film company prexies were divided 
in their views in allowing their 
stars to be telecast. TNT topper re- 
portedly acepted this reply as well 
as the news of the NBC deal as an 
indication of a turndown. 

Theatre T¥ adherents were con- 
fused, wondering why some com- 
pany toppers had okayed the 
appearance of contract stars on 
home TV while opposing it for 
theatre TV. 


‘Ulysses,’ Italy’s 1st 3, 
To Use Richardson Setup; 
Simultaneous Flat Lensing 


“The Odyssey of Ulysses,” which 
Dino De Laurentiis rolls in Italy 
in April, will be lensed in a 3-4 
process developed by the Richard- 
son Camera Co., the producer dis- 
closed in New York prior to re- 
turning to Rome over the weekend. 
Technique calls for the use of po- 
larized glasses, and among its ad- 
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3-D or Not 3-D the 





Cinerama’s License Deal 

eUnder an exclusive deal with 
Cinerama, Inc., the equipment 
manufacturing company, ex- 
tending until Dec. 31, 1956, 
Cinerama Productions, the 
production-exhibition outfit, 
has the right to license outside 
producers to make-film in the 
new process. 

Production company toppers 
have held numerous confabs 
with major companies as well 
as indie film-makers, but no 
licensing agreement has been 
set for additional product. 
Company, meanwhile, is pro- 
ceeding with two new produc- 
tions of its own—a travelog 
and a film version of the Broad 
way musical, “Paint Your 
Wagon.” 


Cinerama Mfr. 


To Sell Stock 








Cinerama Productions, the pro- 
duction-exhibition company, as dis- 
tinguished from Cinerama, Inc., 
the equipment manufacturing firm, 
has no immediate plans for public 
financing. Outfit, wholly financed 
by private coin, has indicated that’ 
it can round up additional backers 
should its expansion plans demand 
more funds, In fact, board chair- 
man Louis B, Mayer, currently in 
New York for confabs with other 
Cinerama officials, has been con- 
ferring with a number of exhib 
leaders who have indicated a desire 
to climb on the Cinerama band- 
wagon. Mayer, according to a 
Cinerama spokesman, has deferred 
accepting exhib investments, not 
being certain of the practicality of 
such a policy. e 

Cinerama, Inc., on the other! 
hand, is seeking coin via public 
sources. it recently filed with the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
a staternent covering a proposed 


(Continued on page 20) 





is that “flat” i 
ar te canal aaateneey, mai Matty F Ox Sets Up Firm 


Deal with Richardson, De Lau- 
rentiis said, was set during a re- 
cent one-week stay in Hollywood, 
where he initiated negotiations for 
the 1953 program of the Ponti-De 
Laurentiis production outfit. 
“Odyssey,” which would be Italy’s 
3-D picture, will costar the pro- 
ducer’s actress-wife, Silvana Man- 
gano, with Kirk Douglas. 

Scheduled: to be made in East- 
man color, “Odyssey” will be di- 
rected by G. W. Pabst from a script 
by Ben Hecht and Hugh Gray. 
Venture represents the last film to 
be turned over by Ponti-De Lau- 
rentiis to Lux Films of Italy under 
an old pact. : 

His leap into 3-D, DeLaurentiis 
explained, arose from the excite- 

(Continued on page 21) 


Majors, SWG in 2d 
Huddle on Contract 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
The majors and Screen Writers 
Guild meet in a second negotiat- 
ing session Friday (27), when the 
studios are expected to offer coun- 
ter-proposals to SWG suggestions 
for changes in present contract. 
Guild seeks telepix agreement, 
a percentage of revenue from any 
old films which the majors release 
to video, upped minimums and 
some changes in credits. 








Henry and Phoebe Ephron 
scripting “There’s No Business 
Like Show Business,” to be filmed 
in CinémaScope at 20th-Fox with 
Ethel Merman and Dan Dailey as 


toppers. 


To Make Polaroid Specs 


Virtual monopoly enjoyed by 
Natural Vision’s prexy, Milton 
Gunzburg, in the sale of polaroid 
specs for the viewing of three-di- 
mension pix, appears at an end. A 
company in which Matty Fox has 
an interest entered the field this 
week. Known as Commerce Inter- 
national Co., Inc., the new outfit 
is expected to tee off with the 
manufacture of 20,000,000 specs, 
with delivery guaranteed for 
May 1. 

New company is tied ,.to Depix 
Corp., a Long Island firm headed 
by Alvin Marks, of which Com- 
merce International is the exclu- 
sive distributor and coin source. 


Entry of Commerce International 
as well as the _ previously-an- 
nounced Polacoat, Inc., a Cincin- 
nati company whose specs will be 
marketed by Magic Viewers, Inc., 
is expected to reduce the current 
cost of the specs as well as elimi- 
nate the acute shortage preventing 
more widespread showings of 3-D 
pix. Polaroid specs now cost exhibs 
10c, with the theatremen shelling 
out 5c immediately and the re- 
mainder coming off the top of the 
gross. 





3 ‘Class B’ Newcomers 

Three new films are _ rated 
Class B (morally objectionable in 
part for all) by the National Legion 
of Decency. 

They are Metro’s “Battle Cir- 
cus,” Columbia’s “One Girl’s Con- 
fessions” and I. F. E.’s “Duel With- 
| out Honor.” 





Big Question; 


Goldwyn May Join the Parade 


* New York homeoffices, where 


Hollywood’s production twists and 
turns largely are decided, are faced 
with an array of uncertainties over 
the new dimension. 


Reflecting the big question mark, 
in part, this week were these sit- 
uations: 


(1) Samuel Goldwyn wants to do 
his next production in 3-D, but has 
not yet been able to decide on 
which process offers the most bene- 
fits. He is now negotiating for a 
major story property for 3-D but 
wants the deal to jell before he 
makes any disclosures. 

(2) Paramount is experimenting 
with three different 3-D systems 
but, insiders admit, all still are 
short of being what’s desired. 


(3) Other studios are dipping 
their toes in the 3-D sea with a 
few polaroid productions but only 
20th-Fox, with its wide-screen 
CinemaScope, is embarking on a 
long-range program, Companies 
are feeling their way in the new 
medium but are nixing any hefty 
outlay of lensing coin for the rea- 
son that the uftimate in 3-D has 
yet to be achieved. 


Root of one of the big problems 
is the necessity to use polaroid 


© specs. This is an encumbrance 
0 e ll C which the public will not find ac- 


ceptable over & long haul, execs 
feel. Theatregoers will don the 
giasses for the initial crop of 3-D-ers 
only, it’s believed. CinemaScope 
doesn’t require the use of goggles 
but this system is apart from the 
3-D which the other studios are 


(Continued on page 18) 





Max Fleischer Applies 
For Patents on New 
Glassless 3-D Camera 


Max Fleischer, veteran producer 
of cartoons, has applied for pat- 
ents on._a new camera which, he 
claimed this week, will achieve 
3-D pix that can be shown with 
standard equipment and do not re- 
quire the use of any viewing 
glasses. He’s keeptng the details 
under wraps other than divulging 
that the camera has a single lens 
and employs a single film strip. 


Fleischer stated his invention 
represents a new concept of pho- 
tography. The néw camera opera- 
tion, he claimed, “will not only 
capture the atmospheric quality 
so essential to perception of depth 
but will prove to be a marked ad- 
vance in the art of motion picture 
photography.” 

Fleischer further said that his 
method is suitable for color or 
black-&-white and, additionally, 
can be used in television with 
either live or film shows. Vet film- 
ite said he'll have to study the 
legalistics involved before deciding 
on whether to license his patents 
to TV in addition to film-makers. 

Construction of the camera, 
Fleischer related, is now in the 
hands of engineers employed by 
the Jam Handy Organization, non- 
theatrical pic outfit, for which he 
is technical adviser. In his patent 
application, the producer said that 
to obtain the 3-D results he de- 
signed the invention to “fall in 
line with all the present standard 
methods of producing, processing, 
projecting and viewing motion pic- 
tures . . . confining the required 
change to the design of the camera 
itself.” 


3-D for 4 Warner Houses 


Los Angzles, Feb. 24. 

Four more houses in the Warner 
| rheatres chain are being equipped 
for 3-D exhibition. They are: the 
Wiltern in L. A., the Granada, 
Santa Barbara; the Ritz, San Ber- 
nardino, and the Fresno, Fresno. 
They will be used to screen “The 
House of Wax,” filmed in Natural 
Vision. 

Meanwhile, the Warner showcase 
on Hollywood Blvd. will soon be 
shuttered temporarily, to be 
equipped for Cinerama. 
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L.A. Up But Still Spotty; ‘Wac’ Fast 
$30,000, “Girls in Night’ Lusty 286, : 


‘Jeopardy Smart 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 4 


Local first-runs are getting a 
holiday lift to help grosses but 
leaving trade still spotty despite 
seven new bills. A fast $30,000 
shapes for “No Time for Flowers” 
and “Never Wave at a Wac” in two 
theatres. “Girls in Night” paired 
with “‘Lawless Breed” is landing a 
neat $28,000 in three spots. “Jeop- 
ardy” looms smart $26,000 in two 
houses after nice bally via TV and 
radio. ; 

Pop-price. dating of “Cousin 
Rachel” in four situations is only 
mild $16,500. “Anna,” playing two 
sites, is just fair $14,000. “Ivan- 
hoe,” in two houses, is medium 
$11,000. “Member of Wedding” is 
light $12,500 in two sites. Holiday 
trade is boosting “Andersen” to 
sharp $19,000 in ninth week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,752; 
2.812; 60-$1.10)—‘‘Never Wave at 
WAC” (RKO) and “No Time for 
Flowers” (RKO), Fast $30,000. Last 
week, “Gunsmoke” (U) and “Five 
Angles on Murder” (Col), $16,000. 

Globe, Chinese, Uptown, Loyola 
(FWC) (782; 2,048; 1,715; 1,248; 70- 
$1.10)—“Cousin Rachel” (20th) and 
“White Corridors” (Indie). Mild 
$16,500. Last week, Globe, “Babes 
Bagdad” (UA) and “Darkest Hour” 
(Indie), $3,600 L. A. Paramount, 
Chinese, Uptown, Loyola, “Hia- 
watha” (AA) and “Torpedo Alley” 
(AA), $21,600° 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WT) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 


—"Girls in Night” (U) and “Law-|,$ 


less Breed (U). Good $28,000. Last 
week, “Mississippi: Gambler” (U) 
(2d wk), $18,800. 

Leew’s State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—“Jeopardy” 
(M-G), with “South Pacific Trail” 
(Rep) at State, “Rogue’s March” 
(M-G) at Egyptian. Smart $26,000. 
Last week, “Naked Spur” (M-G) 
and “Desperate Search” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $16,500. 

Los ‘Angeles Paramount, Ritz 
(UPT-FWC) (3,200; 1,370; 70-$1.25) 
—‘Anna (IFE). Fair $14,000. Last 
week, L.A. Par with another unit; 
Ritz, “Cousin Rachel” (20th) (8th 
wk-6 days), upped scales, $3,300. 

United Artists, Iris (UATC-FWC) 
(2,100; 814; 70-$1.10) — “Ivanhoe” 
(M-G), Medium $11,000. Last 
week, UA and Hollywood Para- 
mount, “Jazz Singer’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$8,000; Iris second-run. 

Hollywood © Paramount, Rialto 
(F&M-Metropolitan) (1,430; 840; 60- 
$1.10)—“‘Memb: of Wedding” 
(Col) and “A les” (RKO) (2d- 
run, Rialto only). Light $12,500. 
Last week, with other units. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan- 
G&S) (2,213; 1,106; 60-90) — 
“Stooge” (Par) 
$12,000. Last week, $14,700. 

Canon (ABC) (533; $1.20)—“Face 
to Face” (RKO) (3d wk.) Slow 
$2,000. Last week, $2,800. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 70-$1.10) — 
“Bad, Beautiful” (M-G) (9th wk). 
Nice $4,500. Last week, $4,800. 

Wilshire, Los Angeles (FWC) 
(2,296; 2,097; 80-$1.50)—‘Moulin 
Rouge” (UA) (9th wk Wilshire, 2d- 


final wk L. A.). Okay $18,500. 
Last week, $24,800. 
Beverly Hills, Palace (WT- 


Metropolitan) (1,612; 1,212; $1.20- 
$1.80)—“Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO (9th wk Bevhills, 5th wk 
Palace). Sharp $19,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.50) 
—"Little Sheba” (Par) (9th wk. 
Smooth $5,000. Last week, $5,300. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 80-$1.50) 
—"The Star” (20th) (9th wk). Slow 
$3,500. Last week, $4,500. 


‘Hans’ Giant 256, D.C.; 
‘Pan’ Sock $35,000, 2d; 
‘Niagara’-Dagmar 276 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Three-day holiday weekend prov- 
ing a boon to first-run biz. ew- 
comers are generally big, and hold- 
overs, which predominate, are un- 
usally steady. “Hans Christian An- 
dersen,” launching a class policy 
at Warner’s Metropolitan, is smash. 
“Niagara” at Loew's Capitol, hy- 
poed by Dagmar onstage, is solid 
while “Jazz Singer,” at the War- 
ner, is pleasing. “Peter Pan” con- 
tinues boff at RKO Keith’s. and 
“Come Back Little Sheba” is 
Strong in second session at Lo- 
pert’s Playhouse. 

Estimates for This Week 





Capitol (Loew’s) 43,434: 55-95)— | 


“Niagara” (20th) plus stageshow 
(Continued on page 18) 


2 


266, ‘Hans’ 196, 9th 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ........$851,700 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Laét Year ......... $717,800 


‘Confess’ Crisp 
$22,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Four-day holiday plus perfect 
weather had biz on upbeat over 
weekend, juvenile trade being es- 
pecially heavy at Boyd and Mid- 
town, with overflow helping nearby 
houses. “Stooge” and “I Confess” 
both opened strongly. “Pathfind- 
er” also struck stoutly but “Angel 


Face” is faltering, and won’t hold 
a second, 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 99-+$1.30)— 
“Bwana Devil” (UA) (9th wk). Tidy 
$7,500. Last week, $6,000. 

Arcadia. (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Bad and Beautiful” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Solid $13,000. Last week, 
14,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Peter 
Pan” (RKO). Mighty $35,000. Last 
week, “Mississippi Gambler” (U) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-$1.10)— 
“Strange Fascination” (Col) plus 
‘Ames Bros., Tiny Bradshaw orch 
onstage. Sour $8,000. Last week, 
“Target Hong Kong” (Col) and 
yw d Ward and Dominoes, George 
1 y, Eddie Vinson orch onstage; 








Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—“Ni- 
agara” (20th) (3d wk). Big $12,000 
in 6 days. Last week, $16,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—"‘Naked Spur” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $10,000 in 6 days. Last week, 
$17,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“t Confess” (WB). Strong $22,000. 
Last week, “Lawless Breed” (U), 
$11,000. ° 

Midtown e(Goldman) (1,000; 75- 
$1,50)—"‘Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Terrific $24,000. 
Last week, smash $25,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—"‘Angel Face” (RKO): Weak 
$14,000 in 9 days. Last week, 
— Wave at Wac” (RKO), $14,- 


Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“Stooge” (Par). Big $25,000. Last 
week, “Above and Beyond (M-G) 
(3d wk), $9,000. . 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Pathfinder” (Col). Great $13,000 
or near. Last week, “Invasion 
U.S.A.” (Col), $8,000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (500; 50-99)— 
“Devil in Flesh” (Indie). Oke $3,- 
800. Last week, “Promoter” (U) 
(8th wk), $2,100. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“Member of Wedding” (Col) (4th 
wk). Nice $3,300. Last week, $4,000. 


3-D Stereo-Texas’ Wow 
836, Omaha; ‘Singer’ 546 


Gmaha, Feb. 24. 

Three strong new bills plus a 
stout holdover are booming Omaha 
despite usual February dig here 
from weatherman. “Gunsmoke” 
shapes lusty opening stanza at 
Orpheum. “Jazz Singer” is rated 
big at Brandeis. However, top pla 
is going to the State with 3- 
Stereo Techniques shorts and “Star 
of Texas” where a smash session 
looms, 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 20-76)— 
“Jazz Singer” (WB) and “Sword of 
Venus” (RKO). Big $5,500 or near. 
Last week, “Man Behind Gun” 
(WB) and “Ladies of Chorus” (Col), 
$4,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 20-70) 
— “Niagara” (20th) and “Tangier 
Incident” (AA) (2d wk). Nice 
$6,500 after $8,000 opening session. 
“Tangier” was added for second 
week. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
70) — “Gunsmoke” (U) and “The 
Raiders” (U). Lusty kick-off, thanks 
to appearance of stars of pic. Neat 
$11,000 shapes. Last week, “‘Missis- 
sippi Gambler” (U) and “Sky Full 
of Moon” (M-G), $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 50-$1.25) 
—‘Star of Texas” (AA) and “Stereo 
Techniques” (Indie)... Upped prices, 
and heavy bally are fattening this 
to great $8,500, unheard of at this 
house. Last week. “Prisoner of 
Zenda” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,000. 


‘Hans Sockeroo 
$13,000, Seattle 


Seattle, Feb. 24. 

mg news here this ‘session is 
terrific total being rung up by 
“Hans Christian Andersen’ at 
small Music Box. “Niagara” also 
is big at Fifth Avenue while 
“Mississippi Gambler” looms fine 
at Orpheum. “Angel Face” at 
Coliseum and “Never Wave at 
— at Music Hall beth are rated 
good. . 


Estimates for This Week 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90) — “Angel Face” (RKO) and 
“Savage Mutiny” (Col). Good 
$9,000 or near. Last week, “Thun- 
der in East” (Par) and “Captive 
Women” (RKO), $9,200. 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366; 
65-90) — “Niagara” (20th) and 
“Gambler and Lady” (Lip). Big 
$11,000. Last week, “Four Poster” 
(Col), $5,300, 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—‘Ivanhoe” (M-G). At popscale. 
Fair $6,000. Last week, “Girls in 
Night” (U) and “Mockery” (Indie), 
$4,500 in 8 days. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.25)—“Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO), Terrifie $13,000, and way 
ahead of what house generally 
does. Upped scale helps. Last 
week, “Red Shoes” (UA) (reissue), 
$4,300. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,263; 65- 
90)-—‘‘Never Wave at Wac” (RKO). 
Good $9,000. Last week, “Jazz 
Singer” (WB), $7,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90) — ‘Mississippi Gambler” (U). 
Fine $11,000 or near. Last week, 
“Stereo Techniques” (Indie) and 
“Rogue’s March” (M-G) (2d wk-5 
days), $9,700. 

Paramount Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90) —"“‘Stooge” (Par) and “Tropic 
Zone” (Par) (3d wk). Solid $7,500. 








Last week, $10,900. 





Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 
Modern biz records are in the 
making here this Washington 
Birthday session. Two biggest 
houses, Albee with “Bwana Devil,” 
and Palace with “Peter Pan,” are 


for many months and combining 
for a colossal total. “Bwana” in 
a 3-D unveiling for Cincy looks 
sensational while “Pan” is com- 
paratively as big at the smaller 
Palace. “All Ashore” is logging a 
fast figure at the Capitol. Keith’s 
has “Mississippi Gambler” for a 
fatso holdover deal. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1.25)— 





“Bwana Devil” (UA). Sensational 
| $35,000 for 3-D bow in Cincy. Big- 
| gest grosser locally in more than 
|two years. Last week, ‘Jazz Sing- 
ér” (WB), $10,500. 

(2,000: 55-85)— 


| Capitel (RKO) 
‘All Ashore” (Col). Gay $9,500. 


Devil Mighty $35,000, Cincy; ‘Pan’ 
Colossal 256, ‘Ashore’ Robust 9156 


Got first-day lift from personal by 
Dick Haymes, a star in pic. Last 
week, “Rogue’s March” (M-G) and 
“Sky Full of Moon” (M-G) split 
with “Lone Star” (M-G) and “Ven- 
geance Valley” (M-G) (reissues), 


racking up their highest markers | $6,500 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Tron Crown” (Indie) and “Secret 
Sharer” (M-G).. Mild $5,500. Last 
week, “Last Comanches” (Col) and 
“Target Hong Kong” (Col), $8,000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 55-85)— 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) (2d wk). 
Still plenty slick at $8,000 in wake 
of smash $11,000 preem and thea- 
tre’s tallest in months. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.19)— 
“Peter Pan” (RKO). Fantastic $25,- 
000. Kiddies, for whom admish is 
50c at all times, formed lines over 
weekend such as city has not 
known for more than a decade. 
Last week, “Angel Face” (RKO), 
$8,500. 





+ oem 


Hans’ Huge 236, Pitt; I Confess’ 





- Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... . $3,005,400 
(Based on 23 cities, 234 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, tnclud- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year .......$2,935,650 


(Based on 24 cities, and 215 
theatres.) 


‘Gambler’ Smash 
$12,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

“Bwana Devil” slacked off in its 
second week, but still is strong 
enough to lead the field. This 3-D 
pic is proving the biggest draw to 
hit this territory in years. Several 
new pix show promising returns, 
aided by the holiday “Mississippi 
Gambler,” getting away to a fast 
start at the Radio City shapes sock. 
“Jazz Singer’ at RKO-Orpheum 
looks good. “Bad and Beautiful” 





snowstorm cut down biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Face to Face” (RKO). Poor $2,000. 
Last week, “Red Shoes” (UA) (re- 
issue), $3,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,026; 50-76)— 
“Naked Spur’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up nicely at $4,500. Last week, 
$7,000. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76) — 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G-M). Back at pop- 
scale, with oke $4,500 likely. Last 
week, “No Holds Barred” (AA) and 
“Jungle Girl’ (AA), $4,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U). Smash 
$12,000 or near. Last week, “The 
Stooge” (Par) (2d wk), $8,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
40-76) — “Jazz Singer’ (WB). 
Headed for neat $9,000. Last week, 
“Girls in Night” (U), $7,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-75)— 
“Rogue’s March” (M-G) and “Sky 
Full of Moon” (M-G). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Babes in Bagdad” (UA) 
and “Sword of Venus” (RKO), 
$4,500. 

State (Par) (2,200; 50-$1.10) — 
“Bwana Devil” (UA). Still drawing 
them in at advance prices, but 
initial surge seems to be over. 
Hefty $12,000 likely. Last week, 
terrific $33,000. 

Werld (Mann) (400; 55-$1.20) — 
“Bad And Beautiful” (M-G). Great 
$6,000. Last week, “Rachel” (20th) 
(3d wk-5 days), $2,400. : 


é ? 
Niagara’ Nifty $15,000 
ee ? A 
In K.C.; ‘Ivanhoe’ Nice 
‘ge ? 
146, ‘Singer’ Smooth 8G 
Kansas City, Feb. 24. 
Product is good this week, and 
grosses are responding nicely. 
“Ivanhoe” is back at regular 
prices and doing well at the Mid- 
land. “Stars Are Singing” looms 
oke at Paramount. Missouri has 
one of its better recent entries in 
“Jazz Singer” while Fox’ Midwest 
foursome with “Niagara” shapes 
big. Weekend brought some of 
season’s coldest temperatures, 


Estimates for T Week 
Kime (Dickinson) (504; 65-85)— 





. “Four Poster” (Col) (9th wk). Hold- 
jing steady at $1,500. Last week, 


same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Nice $14,000, 
and may hold. Last week, “Last 
Comanches” (Col) and “Pathfind- 
er” (Col), $9,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 
“Jazz Singer” (WB) and “Voodoo 
Tiger” (Col). Oke $8,000. Last 
week, “Stereo Techniques” (Indie) 


and “Sword of Venus” (RKO), 
$7,500. 
Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 


50-75)—"Stars Are Singing” (Par). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, “The 
Stooge” (Par) (2d wk), nifty $14,- 
000 in 10 days. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043: 
700; 1.217; 50-75) — “Niagara” 
(20th) and “Gambler and Lady” 
(Lip). Big $15,000. Last week, 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) with 
“Wac from Walla Walla” (Rep) at 
Tower and Granada, terrific $20,- 
000 in 8 days, best in many weeks. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 65-85)— 
!“Clouded Yellow” (Indie). Mod- 
erate $1.600. Last week, “Strange 





Ones” (Indie), $1,500, 





at the World is smash. Weekend. 


Stout 136, Peter Pan Sock 206, 24 


‘ Pittsburgh, Feb. 

The kids are providing the ‘bie 
boom in the Golden Triangle cur. 
rently with “Hans Christian Ane 
dersen” starting off with a bang 
at Fulton and “Peter Pan” Staying 
strong in second week at Warner 
“Ivanhoe” is not bad in return to 
Penn at popular prices while “Mis. 
sissippi Gambler” finishing an okay 
second round at Harris. “I Con. 
fess” pulled great notices at Stan. 
ley and looks very good. “No Time 
for Flowers” is just a filler at 
Squirrel Hill art house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 60-$1.30)— 
“Hans Christian Andersen” (RKO), 
Got off on right foot, with sock 
$23,000 likely in first stanza. Looks 
set for run. Last week, “Niagara” 
(20th) (2d wk-6 days), $6,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 50-85) 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) (2d wk), 
Showing more tsrength than most 
holdovers here, strong $7,000. Last 
week, sock $10,500. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85~ 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Popscale run 
only six months after advance. 
scale date may be bit too soon. 
Good $13,006 looms. Lasi week, 
“The Stooge” (Par) (2d wk), ditto, 

Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 
“No Time for Flowers’ (RKO), 
Lively $2,600. Last week, “High 
Treason” (Indie) (3d wk), oke $2,- 
200 in 9 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85) 
“I Confess” (WB). Alfred Hitch- 
eock thriller had crix doing raves 
and may drive this to fancy $13,000 
or near. Last week, “Jazz Singer” 
(WB), $9,000. 

Warner (WB (2,000; 50-$1.25) 
—"Peter Pan” (RKO) (2d wk). Still 
packing this house, especially over 
weekend. Smash $20,000 after $25,- 
000 in first week. 


‘Hans’ Gigantic $16,000, 
_ Frisco; ‘Rouge’ Terrif 
+ 236, ‘Wac’ Lively 186 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 

Influx of servicemen plus top 
product boosting biz generally on 
Market Street this week. With 
weekend holiday prices upped to 
$1.50 and $1.80, “Hans Christian 
Andersen” is soaring to a huge 
$16,000 at the Stagedoor, tiny 
house which has ..never seen this 
sort of trade before. Playing at 
$1.50 top, “Moulin Rouge” is land- 
ing a giant $23,000 for 1,207-seat 
United Artists. “Never Wave At 
Wac” also is big at Golden Gate 
while “Little Sheba” continues 
smash in second round at S&t. 
Francis. 


_ Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- 
95)—“"Never Wave At Wac” (RKO) 
and “Sword of Venus” (RKO). Big 
$18,000. Last week, “Redhead 
Wyoming” (U) and “Jungle Girl” 
(AA), $7,500 
(4,651; 65-95) — 





Fox (FWC) 
“Great White Hunter” (Lip) and 
“Captain Kidd” (Lip) (reissues). 
Mild $13,500. Last week, “Niagara” 
(20th) and “Brooklyn Gorilla” (In- 
die), $16,000 in 10 days. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 65-95) 
—‘Ivanhoe” (M-G), At pop prices. 
NSG $12,000. Last week, “The 
Clown” (M-G), $12,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 
“The Stooge” (Par) (3d wk.) Down 
to $6,000 in 4 days. Last week, 
big $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— 
“Little Sheba” (Par) (2d wk). Great 
$12,500. Last week, $17,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 65- 
95) — “All Ashore” (Col) and 
“Prince of Pirates” (Col). Light 
$10,000 or less. Last week, 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) (2d wk’, 
500 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
80-$1.50)—"Moulin Rouge” (UA) 
Giant $23,000. Last week, “Mira- 
cle of Fatima” (WB) at pop prices 
and “Blossoms in Dust” (M-G) (re- 
issue) ($3,000 in 3 days and “The 
Enforcer”. (Rep) and “Distant 
Drums” (WB) (reissues), $2,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370;  $1.20- 
$1.80)—“Hans Christian Andersen 
(RKO). Colossal $16,000, unheard 
of at this tiny house. Last week, 
“Promoter” (U) (8th wk), $2,500. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“The Promoter” (U) (m.o.). Big 
$3,200. Last week, “Cyrano” (UA) 
(reissue) (2d wk), $1,800. 

Larkin (Rosener (400; 65-85) — 
“Limelight” (UA) (3d wk). 0 
at $2,300. Last week, nice $2,900. 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (377; 85 
$1)—“Face to Face” (RKO). Trim 
$3,000 or near. Last week, “Strange 
| Ones” (Indie) (5th wk), $1,500. 
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Holiday Weekend Lifts Chi; ‘Stooge’ 
Plus Vaude Socko $60,000, ‘Singing’. 
OK 236, ‘Pan’ 50G, 3d, ‘Hans’ 5G, 2d 


Chicago, Feb. 24. + 


cago Loop is filled with hold- 
ae netdouts: Although rain 
Friday hurt a little, holiday week- 
end gave biz a great boost. Still 
the miracle leader is “Peter Pan” 
“Hans Christian Andersen 
not far behind. Although there is 
not much new product, “The 
Stooge” with Eileen Barton top- 
ping stageshow at the Chicago, 
looks socko $60,000. Palace. re- 
opened with “Stars Are Singing 
at okay $23,000. ‘ 
“Hans Christian Andersen” at 
Oriental is shooting for lusty $45,- 
000 for second round. Also doing 
well in second frame is “Black- 
beard Pirate” and “Tarzan’s Sav- 
age Fury” at United Artist. Roose- 
velt, with “Lawless Breed and 
“Redhead From Wyoming should 


with 


do equally as big on first holdover : 


round. ; 

“Peter Pan” is leading the third- 
weekers with a boff session, the 
take only being limited by half- 
ecale for the moppets at the State- 
take. “Bad and Beautiful” is 
healthy at the Woods, also in third. 
“Anna” at the Monroe still. is 
strong for fourth stanza. “The Pro- 
moter” at the Surf is winding up 
nine-week Stay, still hefty. 

Estimates for This Week 

hicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
the Stooge” {Par) with Eileen 
Barton heading vaude. Sockeroo 
$60,000. Last week, “Meet Me At 
Fair’ (U) with Sugar Ray Robin- 
son, Louis Armstrong and Karen 
Chandler in person, $64,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“The Clown” (M-G) and “Des- 
perate Search” (M-G) (2d wk), Oke 
$9,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— 
“Anna” (IFE) (4th wk). Big $6,000. 
Last week, $7,700. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Very bright $45,- 
000. Last week, $53,300. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98)—‘‘Stars 
Are Singing” (Par). House re- 
lighted Friday (20) hoping for oke 
$23,000 first frame, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Lawless Breed” (U) and “Red- 
head Wyoming” (U) (2d wk). Rous- 
ing $12,000 looked for. Last week, 
$19,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.25\—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney) 
(3d wk). Boff $50,000. Last week, 
$55,000, 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“The Promoter” (U) (9th wk). Ends 
stay with fine $3,000. Last week, 
$3,700. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—“Blackbeard Pirate” (RKO) 
and “Tarzan’s Savage Fury” (RKO) 
(2d wk’. Fine $12,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 
wpWoods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
‘Bad and Beautiful” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Sturdy $18,000. Last week, $24.000. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—‘Sum- 
mer of Happiness” (Indie) (9th wk). 
Staunch $3,700. Last week, $4,000. 


HANS’ BOFFO $30,000, 





BUFF; ‘STOOGE’ 136, 2D 


Buffalo, Feb. 24. 
“Hans Christian Andersen” is 
pacing the field here this round 
by a big margin with terrific tak- 
Ings at the Century. “Lawless 
Breed” looks like next strongest 
hewcomer with stout session at 
afayette. “The Stooge” still is 
sturdy in second Paramount stanza 
While “Little Sheba” is also fine 

i second Center Theatre week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,000; 40-70)— | 000 


“Ivanhoe” (M-G) Tepid $8,500 on 
Popscale run. Last week, “Bad and 
Beautiful” (M-G) (2d wk), $8.000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70) 
= The Stooge” (Par) and “Star of 
exas” (AA) (2d wk). Still sturdy 
With $13,000 after smash $21,000 
opening stanza, 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
gyittle Sheba” (Par) (2d wk), Fine 
7-300 after boffe $13,500 for open- 
n€ round, 
«, Walavette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
Lawless Breed” (U) and “Seeds 
o! Destruction” (Indie). Stout $11,- 
$i or close. Last week. “Missis- 
of Gambler” (U) and “Daughter 
cJarkness” (Indie), $10,500. 
$1 ret (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 
(RKOY Hans Christian Andersen” 
‘\O). Terrifie $30,000 or near. 
“Ria Week, “Niagara” (20th) and 
ain’ Man Down” (Rep) (3d wk), 
ill okay with $9,500, 








i “Taxi”: (20th). 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
awe the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


‘Niagara Bright 
$15,000, Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 24. 

“Niagara” and “Blackbeard the 
Pirate” are topping the neweom 
ers, but “Bad and the Beautiful” 
is still leading the ‘field on second 
stanza. “‘Mississippi Gambler” held 
for four days in second week. 
“Taxi” is rated neat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 1,059; 
955; 470; 698; 35-60)—‘“Tropic 
Zone” (Par) and “Last Train Bom- 
bay” (Col). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, “Hangman’s Knot” (Col) and 
“Jungle Manhunt” (Col), $15,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,355; 75-85)— 
“Fourposter” (Col) (5th wk). Still 
holding steady at $4,000. Last 
week, $4,200. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-75)— 
“Niagara” (20th). Fine $15,000. Last 
week, “Breaking Sound Barrier” 
(Indie), $9,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 40-75)— 
“Bad and Beautiful” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Lusty $14,000 or over. Last week, 


$19,000. 
Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
Neat $12,000. Last 
week, “Treasure Golden Condor” 
(20th), $11,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-75)— 
“Blackbeard Pirate” (RKO). Hefty 
$11,000. Last week, “April in Paris” 
(WB) (2d wk), $7,000. 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-75)— 
“Miracle of Fatima” (WB). Oke 
$7,500. Last week, “Steel Trap” 
(20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-75)— 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) (2d wk). 
Dipping to $5,500 for 4 days. Last 
week, big $7,500. 


Sugar Ray-Sachmo Tilt 


‘Whip’ to Wow 706, Det; 
‘Pan’ Great at $32,000 


Detroit, Feb. 24. 
A strong stageshow and sock 
product have the town booming 
this week, biz being reminiscent of 
better b.o. days. Louis Armstrong- 
Sugar Ray Robinson combo topping 
stageshow is expected to push 
“Silver Whip” to a giant $70,000 or 
over at the Fox. “Peter Pan” looks 
sensational at the Madison, with 
only the number of kids holding 
down take. “Stooge” at Michigan 
and “City Beneath Sea” continue 
good in second weeks. “The Star 
looms good at the United Artists. 
“Bad and Beautiful” is trim at the 
Adams. 
Estimates for This Week 
x (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90-$1.50) 
fe Nt Whip” a Louis 
rmstrong-Sugar Ray son on- 
oo Great $70,000 or better. Last 
week, “Niagara” (20th) and Red- 
head Wyoming”) (U) (2d wk), $19,- 














ichigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95) Stooge” (Par) and “Meet 
Me at Fair” (U) (2d wk). Nice $19,- 
000 or near Last week, $26,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 70-95)—“City 
Beneath Sea” (U) and “Thiet of 
Venice” (20th) (2d wk). Great $18,- 
000. Last week, $23,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 90-$1.25)— 
“Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney). Sensa- 


‘BAD’ BEAUTIFUL 156, 
PORT.; ‘SINGER’ 116 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 24. 
“Bad and Beautiful” shapes as 
best bet here this stanza with sock 
session at the Liberty.. “Jazz 
Singer” is fine in two houses. 
“Stooge” looms tall in 
United Artists week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 


—“Redhead Wyoming” (U). So-so 
$7,000. Last week, “Man Behind 
Gun” (WB) and “Dance Magic” 
(WB) (reissue), $6,000. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 65-90) 
—‘“Bad and Beautiful” (M-G). Big 
$15,000. Last week, “Stereo Tech- 
niques” (Indie) and 
March” (M-G) (2d wk), advanced 
prices. $6,000. 

Mayfair (Evergreen) (1,500: 65- 
90)—*‘Niagara” (20th) and “Tangier 
Incident” (Indie) (m.o.). Okay 
$3,500 or near. Last week, “Treas- 
ure Golden Condor” (20th) and 
“Gambler and Lady” (Indie) (m.o.), 


, 


Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Jazz Singer” (WB) and “‘Dan- 
gerous Assignment” (Indie), day 
date with Orpheum. Fine $3,500. 
Last week, “Niagara” (20th) and 
“Tangier Incident” (AA), $4,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)—*Jazz Singer’ (WB) and “Dan- 
gerous Assignment” (Indie). Nice 
$7,500 or better. Last week, ‘“‘Last 
Commanches” (Col) and “Fighting 
Rats Tobruk” (Indie). $7,100. 

Roxy (Hamrick) (1,125; 65-90) 
“Breaking Sound Barrier” (UD 
and “Stardust, Sweet Music” (Rep) 
(reissue). Mild $3,500. Last week, 
“Thunderbirds” (Rep) and “Stars 
and Guitars” (Rep) (reissue). $3,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)—"‘The Stooge” (Par) (2d wk). 
Tall $9,500. Last week, $12,900. 


‘Beneath Sea’ Hub 
Ace, Huge $16,000 


Boston, Feb. 24. 

Combination of holiday weekend 
plus school vacation points to 
satisfactory biz at downtown majors 
this stanza. Of newcomers, “The 
Stooge” at Met will get biggest 
total coin, with “I Confess” at 
Paramount and Fenway nice. How- 
ever, “City Beneath Sea” at Pil- 
grim, is standout with smash total. 
“Peter Pan” is nifty for second 
week with “Hans Christian Ander- 
sen” in ninth stanza at Astor, rated 
healthy. “The Star” in small-seater 
Beacon Hill opened strong and 
should build nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 85-$1.25) — 
“Hans Christian Andersen” (RKO) 
(9th wk). Holding oke $9,500 fol- 
lowing good $10,000 for eighth 
stanza, 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (680; 
50-$1.20)—"‘The Star” (20th). Big 
$12,000. Last week, “Four Poster” 
(Col) (7th wk), $2,600. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85) — 
“Angel Face” (RKO) and “Sword 
of Venus” (RKO). Not bad $10,000. 
Last week, “Silver bts (20th) 
and “Annie Oakley” (RKO), $9,200 
in 8 days. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-80) — 
“Forbidden Games” (Indie). Open- 
ed Sunday (22). Last week, “Break- 
ing Sound Barrier’? (UA) (8th wk), 
satisfactory $3,700. . 

Fenway (NET) (1,363; 40-85) — 
“I Confess” (WB) and “Kansas 
Pacific” (AA). Nice $6,500. Last 
week, “Jazz Singer” (WB) and 
“Hurricane of Pilgrim Hill” (Indie), 
$6,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 74; 
$1.20)—“Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney) 
(2d wk). Great $34,000. Last week, 
same. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
— “The Stooge” (Par) and “Ride 
Man Down” (Rep). Neat $33,000. 
Last week, “Stars Are Singing’ 
(Par) and “Big Break” (Indie), 
$12,000. a 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Bad and Beautiful” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Slipped to $14,000 following big 
$23,000 first round. 

Paramount (1,700; 40-85) — “I 
Confess” (WB) and “Kansas Pa- 
cific” (AA). Sock $16,000. Last 
week, “Jazz Singer’ (WB) and 
“Hurricane Pilgrim Hill* (Indie), 





tional $32,000 or close. Last week, $15,000 


2 ” (Par) and “Romance 
worthy thm” (Rep) (reissues) 
8,000. 
: United Artists (UA) (1,938; 70-95) 
—“The Star” (20th) and “Star o 
Texas” (AA). Hep $13,500. Last 
week, “Above and Beyond” (M-G) 
yt yon ) (1,700; 70-95) 
ms (Balaban) (1,700; = 
ough nad Beautiful” (M-G). Trim 
$12,500. Last week, “The Clown 
(M-G) (2d wk), $4,400. 


f| Last week, “K. 





Pilgrim (ATC) (1,900; 60-90) — 
“City Beneath Sea” (U) and “Sav- 
age Mutiny” ey ay ys 
, biggest at house in Ss. 

Se get og C. Confidential” 
(UA) and “Angel Street” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $7,200. pa 
State (Loew) (3,500; )— 
“Jyanhoe” (M-G) (2d wk). Mild 
$9,000. Last week, “Bad and 
Beautiful” (M-G), $15,000 in 9 


days. 


second , 








| 
| 
| Combination of ideal weather 
and the Washington Birthday holi- 
day weekend is booming Broadway 
first-run trade this stanza. With 
| schools out and legal observance 
| of Feb. 22 on Monday (23), most 
deluxers were swamped with pa- 
trons both Sunday and Monday 
after an unusually big Saturday. 





“Rogue’s | The 23 houses will show a total 


gross of upwards of $851,000, 
; which compares with $717,800 in 
corresponding week last year, 
when the same number of theatres 
were listed. However, a year ago 
the Warner, combo _ stagefilm 
house, was included. 

Launching of two new, strong 
films also was helpful in contrib- 
uting to the upbeat. “Bwana Dev- 
il,” which opened at the State day- 
date with the Fox Brooklyn, was 
smash from the outset and is get- 
ting.a gigantic $87,000. This is the 
State’s greatest since “Jolson Sings 
Again,” house record-holder. First 
| session at Fox was biggest thing 
| there in recent years, 


“Anna,” ,Italian-made pic, is 
scoring with sock $30,000 at the 
Globe, It is being aided by sexy 
bally. 

“The Stooge” (Martin & Lewis), 
with stageshow topped by Joni 
James, Johnny Long band and 
Dave Barry, wound up its third 
week with sockeroo $99,000 at the 
Paramount, not far from the $109,- 
000 registered in the second frame. 
Sunday’s business was the biggest 
Sabbath in histcry of house. 

“Peter Pan,” with iceshow on- 
stage, held close to opening week’s 
total with terrific $106,000 at the 
Roxy. “Moulin Rouge” held even 
with initial stanza’s take, landing a 
huge $110,000 at the Capitol. 


“Tonight We Sing,” with stage- 
show, is going ahead of opening 
week’s pace with very good $133,- 
000 in second round at the Music 
Hall, 

Cashing in on the large number 
of youngsters out of school, “Hans 
Christian Andersen” did a great 
$27,000 in its 13th frame at the 
Criterion while holding with $10.- 
re at the Paris, where it’s day- 

ate. 


Long string of houses bettered 
their previous week's totals. One 
of the strongest in this category 
was “Above and Beyond.” which is 
headed for smash $31,500 for 
fourth round at the Mayfair as 
against $25,000 in third. “Road To 
Bali” likewise is pushing ahead of 
third round to get close to $28,000, 
very big, in fourth frame at the 
Astor, 

“Triorama” program of 16m 3-D 
pix held very well -in face of new 
opposition to get a solid $8,000 in 
second frame at the Rialto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘“Road To Bali” (Par) (4th wk). 
Holding great and pushing to sock 
$28,000 in week ending today 
(Wed.). Third week was $22,000. 
Stays. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; 90-$1.50)— 
“Don Camillo” (Indie) (7th wk). 
Sixth round ended Monday (23) 
continued sturdy at $7,800 after 
fancy $7,500 for“ifth. Continues. 

Broadway (Cinerama) (1,250; 90- 
$2.80) — “Cinerama” (Indie) (22d 
wk). The 2ist frame ended yester- 
day (Tues.) hit $42,000, with boost 
from holiday weekend. The 20th 
week was $40,500, both bein 
virtually capacity. Stays indef, o 
course. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Importance of Being Earnest” 
(U) (10th wk). Ninth session ended 
Sunday (22) was $6,000 after okay 
$5,500 for eighth week. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Moulin Rouge” (UA) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) held at terrific $110,- 
000, same as opening week. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 70-$2.20) 
— “Hans Christian Andersen” 
(RKO! (14th wk). The 13th session 
ended Monday (23) edged ahead of 
previous week with great uplift 
over holiday weekend ‘to get socko 
Toe. 000, The 12th week was smash 

000. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘The Promoter” (U) (18th wk). 
The 17th week ended Monday (23) 
continued big with $5,000 after 
$4,400 for 16th. Stays on for a few 
more weeks. 

Holiday (Per-Rose) (950-60-$1.20) 
—‘Thunder in East” (Par) (4th 
wk). Third frame ended Monday 
| (23) continued nicely with $7,500 
| after $7,800 for second week. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 











Weather, Holiday Fatten B'way Tills; 
Bwana Huge 876, Italo ‘Anna’ Sock 
$30,000, ‘Tonight’ 2d Up to Hot 1336 


—"Anna” (IFE) (2d wk). Soaring 
to great $30,000 in first frame 
ended last night (Tues.), this Italian 
import catching on from start after 
being helped by sexy ad campaign, 
In ahead, “Stereo Techniques” (In- 
die) and “Fangs of Arctic” (AA) 
(2d wk-8 days), okay $11,500. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) 
—‘‘Above and Beyond” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Current week ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.) is continuing in great 
fashion with $31,500 to top third 
week’s $25,000. Stays on. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; $1.80-$6)— 
Danny Kaye and all-vaude bill 
(6th wk). The fifth week ended 
Saturday (21) was smash $55,000 
after $55,400 for fourth stanza. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80) 
—“The Stooge” (Par) plus Joni 
James, Johnny Long, Dave Barry 
topping stage bill (4th wk). Third 
round ended last night (Tues.) held 
in amazing style with giant $99,000, 
not far from smash $109,000 racked 
up in second week. May hold fifth 
at this pace. Sunday upsurge gave 


the Par flagship its biggest Sab--° 


bath day’s biz ever. 


Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Hans Christian Andersen” (RKO) 
(14th wk). The 13th session ended 
Monday (23) held at smash, $10,800 
after $9,300 for 12th week. 

Radio City Music. Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 90-$2.40)—‘“Tonight 
We Sing” (20th) with stageshow 
(2d wk). Beating opening week's 
gait at very good $133,000, with 
holiday weekend obviously help- 
ing. First week was $128,500, only 
good, and below expectancy. Stays 
only three weeks, with “Story of 
Three Loves” (M-G> coming in 
next. It will be followed by the 
Easter pic, “By Light of Silvery 
Moon” (WB). 

‘Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 70-$2)— 
“The Star” (20th) (5th wk). Fourth 
round ended yesterday (Tues.) 
climbed to $21,500 after nice $18,- 
000, but below hopes for third 
week. “Destination Gobi” (20th) 
opens here March 4. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20)— 
“Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney) and ice- 
Show onstage (3d wk). Initial hold- 
over week ended last night (Tues.) 
continue@ going great guns with 
$106,000, huge in relation to open- 
ing round. First week was terrific 
$108,000, with weekday biz starting 
Monday (16) being smaller than 
anticipated. 

State (Loew's) (3.450; 55-$1.80)— 
“Bwana Devil” (UA) (2d wk). 
Roared ahead to terrific $87,000 in 
first week ended last night (Tues.), 
best since “Jolson Sings Again” 
(Col), which holds record here. In 
ahead, “Mississippi Gambler” (U) 
(3d wk-6 days), fine $21,000 to 
wind up smash run here. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Story of Mandy” (U). Opened 
Monday (23). In ahead, “Member 
of Wedding” (Col) (8th wk-6 days), 
dipped to $3,000 after okay $4,000 
for seventh week. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 90- 
$1.50)\—“Curtain Up” (Indie) (4th 
wk). This stanza ending Friday 
(27) looks to hold at $3,200 after 
$3,800 for third week. “Justice Is 
Done” (Burstyn) opens next Mon- 
day (2). 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) 540; 90- 
$1.50)\—“Face To Face” (RKO) (7th 
wk). Heading for $3,400 after $3,700 
for sixth week. “Lili” (M-G) opens 
March 9 with a benefit preem that 
night. . ? 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
$1.80)—“Little Sheba” (Par) (10th 
wk). Ninth session ended yester- 
day (Tues.) climbed to great $27.- 
000 after $17,800 for eighth week, 
over expectations. Seventh round 
was $18,500. Will be here for some 
time at this gait. 

Rialto (Mage) (596; 50-98)— 
“Triorama” (Bolex) (3d wk). Sec- 
ond frame ended Monday (23) was 
solid $8,000 after big $9,000 for 
opening week. 


20th’s ‘Vicki’ Now lat’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 





Dimension status of 20th’s 
“Vickie” underwent another 
change, with studio deciding to 


make it “flat.” It had originally 
been set for sterescopic 3-D, re- 
quiring wearing of glasses. 

March 2 the starting date for 
Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters-Casey 
Adams-Richard Boone _ starrer, 
which Harry Horner will direct for 
producer Leonard Goldstein. 
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WB Converting Bklyn. Lab 


















































































ans the pilot film for the. pro-| 
pet Motion Picture Assn. of 
America television show which 
would plug the industry at large | 
as well as pix and their personali-| 








done on film, run a half-hour and | 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston 


have 


readjusting their sights in assess-| 
ing the usefulness of TV as a me-| 
dium for ballying pix and stars. | 
Early reluctance to waive contract | 
clauses forbidding personal appear- | 
ances Via video has practically van- 
ished, and the companies are now} 
chasing shows that may give them | 
the fattest plugs. 

Fact that there has been a sharp 
reduction in the number of Con- 
tract players on most major lots 
ties in with the general move to 
lift the barriers. Changed attitude 
is best exemplified by Metro’s move 
in letting its stars plug films on 
the air, and by the decision of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences to sell coverage of 
the Oscar presentation festivities 
to NBC for home telecasting. Both 
parties are happy since, for the 
broadcasters, it’s good entertain- 
ment they couldn’t otherwise get, 
and for the studios it makes a fine 
trailer. 

Exhibs’ Eadorsement 

MPAA promotional TV show has 
the general endorsement of exhibs | 
who were consulted prior to the 
blueprinting of the program. Lens- 
ing by one of the three major TV 
nets has the advantage that the 
pilot reels would represent no coin 
outlay for the companies. Web 
would be permitted to pitch the} 
show to sponsors. Should MPAA| 
change its mind for any reason, 
the subject would revert to the 
Association, which would then re- 
imburse the net for expenses. 

Latest pic te get heavy plugging 
on TV is 20th-Fox’s “Tonight We 
Sing,” which got a boost via Ro- 
berta Peters’ appearance on Ed 
Sullivan’s CBS-TV “Toast of the) 
Town.” Earlier, Ezio Pinza and 
George Jessel, the pic’s producer, 
had liberally plugged “Tonight,” 
the Sol Hurok biog now at Radio| 
City Musie Hall, N. Y., over TV. 

Incidentally, Sullivan’s “Toast of 
the Town” has rapidly become the 
. most sought-after promotional out- 
let for films. Spotlighting of Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and Walt Disney were 
also important to the b. o. for! 
their “Hans Christian Andersen” | 
and “Peter Pan,” respectively. 

M-G has let it be known that! 
it is embarking on a new policy| 
of letting its top players go on 
TV for the specific purpose of pub- 
licizing their vehicles. Debbie' 
Reynolds will do her bit for “I 
Love Melvin” on the Sullivan show 
March 15, and there’ll be clips 
from “Battle Circus” on the same 
program March 1, June Allyson, 
who was to have gone on at that 
time, has had to cancel out on 
account of illness, but Leslie Caron 
will take a bow. 

Universal was among the first to 
Tecognize the value of video pro- 
motion and is still heavily engaged 
in building b.o. via TV. Studio 
currently has four player troupes 
on the road plugging various pix. 
Television inevitably is an impor- 
tant factor, Among the U players 
touring are Audie Murphy, Susan 
Cabot, Susan- Ball, Rock Hudson 
and a group of Seminole Indians. 
Company heavily promoted such 
PIX as “Mississippi Gambler,” 
Gunsmoke” and “Lawless Breed” 
through star appearances on TV. 


Seltzer Moves Up 


; Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Walter Seltzer is adding produc- 








; He will double as executive assis- 
ant to Jack Saper, general mana- 
Ser of the firme - as 


- 





Wilder Writes ‘Louis’ Music 
Alec Wilder is writing special 
1acksround music and orchestra- 
ions for six songs sung by Dolores 
ee in “The Joe Louis Story,” 
fi. ims Silliphant’s first indie 


One of the TV networks may? 


| Normandie 





role Wallace plays the title) 





See Proposed MPAA Pix Bally Series 
On TV Letting Down Bars on Medium 





$3,075,000 Bronx Suit Vs. 
Skourases Goes to Jury 


Following a two-week trial be- 


atres, Inc., and Luxor Group, Inc., 
operators of the Luxor Theatre, 
ronx, N. Y. against 20th-Fox, 


to go to the jury today (Wed.). 
Both sides made summations yes- 
terday. . 

Through attorney Monroe E. 
Stein, the - exhibitor plaintiffs 
charged that the Luxor was unable 
to get first-run product due to a 
conspiracy among the defendants. 
Latter, in the course of the trial, 
claimed they weren't liable under 
the complaint, Four-year-old action 
originally asked $2,400,000 in triple 
damages. 





Majors Named 
In Trust Suits By 
Met N.Y. Exhibs 


Charges of product discrimina- 
tion ‘by the majors to the detri- 


j}ment of independent exhibiters in 


the New York metropolitan area 
are contained in two separate anti- 
trust suits brought last week in 
N. Y. Federal Court. One action 
seeks treble-damages of $1,200,000 
while the other merely asks that 
the monetary penalty be fixed at 
the discretion of the court. 

Normandie Amus. Corp., opera- 
tor of the Normandie Theatre, 
named all eight majors as defend- 
ants in its $1,200,000 suit. The 
distributors, according to the com- 
plaint, conspired to give their first- 
run neighborhood films to the Loew 
and RKO circuits to the disadvan- 
tage of the Normandie. 

A preliminary injunction to re- 
strain the distrib defendants from 
refusing to contract films with the 
after completio of 
their Broadway runs is sought. In 
addition, the action asks that the 
court declare illegal and void any 
agreement the distribs have made 
among themselves which gives a 
“monopoly” to Loew’s and RKO. 
As a final poke, it’s demanded that 
a permanent injunction be issued 
to restrain the defendants from 
withholding pix on a first-run basis. 

In the other suit, Loew’s, Inc., 
and a subsidiary, North Bergen 
(N. J.) Amus. Corp., are named de- 
fendants in a complaint filed by 
the Charlesgood Corp., operator of 
the Lee Theatre, Fort Lee, N. J. 
It’s charged that the distrib juggled 
the Lee's clearance to benefit 
Loew’s Embassy Theatre in nearby 
North Bergen. 

Opened in November, 1951, the 
1,500-seat Lee asserts through at- 
torney Monroe E. Stein that ‘t 
originally had day-and-date avail- 
ability with Hackensack and Engle- 
wood after Paterson. But, the 
complaint states, Loew's later put 
clearance on the Lee contract in 
favor of Skouras’ Fox Theatre in 
Hackensack even though the lat- 
ter didn’t ask for it. 

This was done, it’s charged, be- 
cause Loew’s, as owner of the Em- 
bassy, is attempting to protect the 
business of the North Bergen 
house. A permanent injunction 
is requested to compel Loew's to 
move the Lee up on par with the 
Fox. 


Glenn Ford’s Switch 





“Wings of the Hawk” and into Co- 
lumbia’s “The Big Heat,” which 
starts this week. Hassle was caused 
when Ford requested that he be 
starred in an unidentified film to 
follow “Hawk.” Request was nixed 
because U-I had already signed 
another thesp for the part Ford 
\. anted. 

Robert Arthur is producing 
“Heat,” with Fritz Lang directing. 
To date, U-I has not decided wheth- 
er to postpone “Hawk” or seek a 


jreplacement for Ford. 


studio’s 
method. 


own 


mands of the 


To Tint to Meet 3-D Hike 


Warner Bros.’ film laboratory in 
Brooklyn will be converted to the 
processing of WarnerColor, 
developed tinting 


Company said the changeover : r 
was being made to meet the ¢,- | Souneyiheks Used 


For ‘Sightless Cinema’ 


increased _ film 
processing required for the two- 





Exec Changes In 


Raftery, E. C. Grainger Absolved — 
‘| By Referee of Fraud in Shea Estate 








National Foundation to Entertain 


a 
: Cinema, for the benefit of blind 
a lan ans 0 persons. In the operation, sound- 


sufficiently detailed by the dialog. 
Foundation is a non-profit organ- 
ization. All major film companies 


dubbed in to explain scenes not | 


New Warner Co. 


S. H. (Si) Fabian, who assumed 
control of the Warner theatres 
under the corporate title of Stan- 
ley-Warner Corp., plans no changes 
in the executive personnel, he re- 
vealed in N. Y. this week. Fabian 
indicated further that the vast 
chain, comprising more than 300 
theatres, would be operated ‘“‘ab- 
solutely” separately from the Fa- 
bian Enterprises circuit, consisting 
of about 50 theatres _ privately- 
owned by the Fabian family. 

Both Fabian, who'll head the 
new Stanley-Warner outfit, and 
Samuel Rosen, v.p. and treasurer 
of- Fabian Enterprises, will main- 
tain offices at both companies, The 
new theatre company will have of- 
fices at the Warner homeoffice 
building, but will sever all rela- 
tions with the production-distribu- 
tion company. new telephone | 
switchboard is currently being in- 
stalled. Fabian Enterprises will re- 
main in the Paramount Bldg., N. Y. 


Harry M. Kalmine, who headed 
Warner theatre activities for years, 


tracks for the Sightless Cinema en- 
deavor, according to Rubenstein. 


N.Y. TheatresDon’t 





‘Link Stenchings To 
‘Labor Troubles’ 


Staffs at many New York thea- 
tres have been alerted to be on the 
lookout for further incidents in 
the wake of stench bombings at 
four houses at four different times 
over the past weekend. Circuit 
execs and house managers claim 
they have no suspicions anent any 
“plot” and add there are no “labor 
troubles.” 

Capitol and State, Loew’s first- 
runs, were hit last Friday night 
(20) with bottles containing foul- 





will be the operating head of the 
new corporation. He's already been | 
named a member of the five-man | 
board. Only appointment made as | 
the result of the split of the War- 
ner organigation is that of Frank | 
J. Kiernan, of the Warner theatre | 
accounting department, as person- | 
nel chief. Department previously 
was operated jointly, with Ralph 
Budd as overall topper. 


b ] . se 7 
AA’s Big Miami Meet 

Allied Artists has set up an 
elaborate international sales con- 
vention to be held in Miami around | 
May 15. Also participating in the 
four-day meet will be Associated 
British-Pathe, distributors of AA 
product in Britain, which report- 
edly will send some 60 delegates 
to the huddles. 


Upcoming conclave is expected 
to result in cancellation of AA 
prexy Steve Broidy’s annual spring 
trip to Britain since most AB-P 
toppers will be at the Miami meet. 
AA delegates will be headed by 
Broidy, Monogram International 
prez Norton V. Ritchey and sales 
chief Morey Goldstein, among 
others. 





smelling liquids uncorked in the 
orchestra sections. 
detected the bomb immediately 
and averted any annoyance for 
patrons. Cap managemeént related 
that four orchestra rows had to be 
cleared, the stubholders accepting 
passes for future attendance and, 
in some instances, refunds. 
RKO’s Fordham and Loew’s Par- 
adise, both in the Bronx, were hit 
Sunday night, the fumes forcing 
several hundred persons to exit. 
Suspicion that there might have 
been some organized attacks upon 


| the pix or distribs on political, ra- 


cial or religious grounds, or over 
some controversial ‘issue, was 
ruled out. Fordham film was Uni- 
versal’s “Mississippi Gambler” and 
the Paradise bill was headed by 
20th-Fox’s “Stars And Stripes For- 
ever.” United Artists’ “Bwana 
Devil” was at the State and the 
same distrib’s Moulin Rouge” at 
the Cap. 

Both the Loew’s and RKO chains 
are tied up in negotiations of a 
new contract with Local 306, Pro- 
jectionists Union, but it’s empha- 
sized on all sides there’s no hint 
that any member of the labor 





group was involved . 





N.Y. Labor Council, Repping 
500,000, Raps Lensing Abroad 





ducers and advertising agencies to 
leave the continental U. S. for lens- 
ing abroad for tax-saving purposes, 
and to take advantage of “cheap 
production and labor costs,” was 
condemned last week by the Cen- 
tral Union Label Council of Great- 
er New York. Representing 500,000 
organized AFL workers, the coun- 
cil unleashed its blast in a resolu- 
tion unanimously passed by the 
group. : 

In lodging its protest, the coun- 
cil urged all affiliated organizations 


Em 
to convince such producers and dis- 
tributors that this practice is “un- 


involved in the industry. 

Council prez Moe Rosen called 
upon affiliated unions and their 
members to write complaints to 
various industry firms. If this step 
doesn’t bring “satisfactory results,’ 
he emphasized that other means, 


“Growing tendency” of film pro-¢ 


DISMISS GANG’S SUIT 
VS. HUGHES, RKO, BYOIR 


Federal Judge William M. Byrne 
dismissed attorney Martin Gang’s 
$1,000,000 libel suit against How- 
ard Hughes, RKO and Carl Byoir, 
which grew out of a court settle- 
ment last July of the Jean Sim- 
mons-Stewart Grainger litigation 
against RKO. 


Gang sued on grounds. that 


sent to settlement until he got his 
money” and that Hughes was pay- 


fair” to thousands who are directly }ing Gang’s fee because latter in- 


sisted on immediate payment. 


In a five-page opinion dismissing 
the suit, Judge Byrne declared that 
statements attributed to Hughes 
“cast no reflection on his (Gang’s) 
honesty, ‘integrity or ability, but, 
on the contrary, indicated the zeal- 





such as “effective legislation,” 
would be introduced to stop what | 





tion,” 


ous mann.r in which he discharged 
his duty to his clients by obtaining 


he described as “unfair competi-| for them an advantageous settle- 


ment,” ‘ 


are granting rights gratis to sound- 


State staffers | of the executors’ conduct had es- 


* Edward C. Raftery and Edmund 
|C. Grainger were completely 
{cleared of fraud charges and their 
administration of the Maurice A, 
Shea estate was termed “unusual 


. eens : . an 2. na ‘ ‘ |in its care, prudence, good judge- 
ties. Considerable progress has | ~ — it Cone Weinfeld in film track of 3-D pix. | the Blind, of which Leon J. Ruben- ment and exceptional success” last 
of the project, which would be s srought by J. J. The- new project called Sightless 


John L. Flynn to the Bronx Sur- 
rogate Court. 


Shea’s will in 1940 designated 


: , tracks of pix are transferred to rec- | Raftery, Grainger and Dennis F 
aS evelopment provides further in- Theatres Corp., George Skouras ords which can be played at home | O’Brien, who died in 1946. as ex- 
dication that major film studios are | and Spyros Skouras, is scheduled by the afflicted. Added voice is 


ecutors and trustees, and in sub- 
stance provided a trust for 10 years 
| of his entire estate for the benefit 
of his widow Margaret, four chil- 
dren and Gerald Shea, who became 
| prexy of the Shea companies in 
| 1951. Grainger was named general 
manager of the Shea circuit in 1936 
but dismissed from his position 
}early in 1952 in a dispute over 
contract terms. He is now buyer 
and booker for RKO Theatres, and 
| his action in New York Supreme 
| Court, seeking arbitration of the 
| issue is still pending. Gerald Shea 
is the husband of Dorothy Shea, 
daughter of M. A. Shea, but is 
| otherwise not related to the family, 

Flynn was scathing in his con- 
demnation of the Shea family in 
bringing the fraud action against 
Grainger and Raftery. ‘Petitioners’ 
case adds up to a disorderly con- 
glomeration of unsupported con- 
clusions, facts taken out of context, 
halftruths, wishful thinking in- 
spired by cupidity, self-deception 
and non sequiturs heaped together 
in an intidy tangle which they 
hope will be an unfathomable 
maze,” he stated in his report. 

He recommended that “the mo- 
tion of the petitioners .. . be de- 
nied in its entirety and that all 
motions on which I reserved deci- 
sion during the hearings be dis- 
posed of in accordance with this 
report.” He added that a review 


tablished that they “have always 
conformed to the highest standard 
of ethics and have fully justified 
the faith reposed in them by the 
late M. A. Shea.” 

The report pointed out that the 
value of outstanding Shea circuit 
shares owned by M. A. Shea in 
1940 was $947,924.97 and that the 
net worth of the corporation when 
the trust fell in was $3,422,428, in- 
cluding $799,271.67 in cash. During 
that period, $1,246,750 in dividends 
were paid the heirs, three of whom 
drew salaries from the Shea com- 
panies aggregating more. than 
$200.000. The heirs further owed 
the Shea companies a balance of 
$136,115.95 on unpaid borrowings. 

Flynn declared Gerald Shea had 
planned to substitute himself for 
the old management without cost 
by charging fraud. To this end, 
he held, Shea and possibly others 
“minutely went over the admini- 
stration of the estate looking only 
to substantiate what I find to be 
baseless charges of fraud by the 
executors. They strained credulity 
and distorted facts to do this. Re- 
ality was disregarded. Results of 
the past were forgotten. Moral ob- 
ligations were not considered. They 
sought only facts that could be 
twisted to fit a pattern of fraud 
that for an ulterior purpose they 
had already decided had to, be in 
existence.” 

Elsewhere in his report, the 
referee said Gerald Shea, in his 
anxiety to please his counsel and 
establish a case, “convinced him- 
self that certain things had hap- 
pened which I am sure did not 
occur in fact.” Total of 68 hear- 
ings were held by Flynn from May 
19, 1952, to Nov 19, 1952. 


RCA’s 3-D Kit 


Packaged 3-D kit to aid. exhibs 
in converting to the showing of 
stereo pix is now being offered 
by RCA. Included are two selsyn 
interlocking motors, a mounting 
plate attachable to the two sound- 





tion duti * . to use every means in their power | Hughes’ statements, released by | head motor mounting bolts toward 
— — ok ohne tor Racial Hollywood, Feb. 24, |to support the atio Alli- | the Byoir oe settlement, | the gear side of the complete pro- 
Post he has held for eight years. Glenn Ford is out of U-I’s/ance of ees | claimed Gang had “refused to con-| jector installation; a silent chain 


and two sprackets to couple the 
motors; special screws for attach- 
ing sprockets to their respective 
motor shafts. 

Also upper and lower 5,500-foot 
film magazines; two small blowers 
to keep polarized filters in the 
projection ports cooled and a spe- 
cial belt-driven film takeup for the 
lower film magazine. In addition, 
RCA theatre supply dealers are 
stocked with additional power sup- 





ply units and special metallic sur- 
aced screens. 
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M-G-M’'s “DREAM WIFE’ - TRADE SHOWS MARCH 6th 


“Gat gam CARY GRANT: DEBORAH KERR ‘WALTER > 
PIDGEON :.“DREAM WIFE” =i» BETTA ST. JOHN - BUDDY BAER 


EDUARD FRANZ : Screen Play by SIDNEY SHELDON, HERBERT BAKER and ALFRED LEWIS LEVITT 
Directed by SIDNEY SHELDON Produced by DORE SCHARY 
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Paris, Feb. 24. 


952-53 legit season is still 

a pn here, with some im- 
portant plays still coming out.-“La 
petite Catherine” at Bouffes-Pari- 
siens is a. reprise of a 20-year-old 
sus by Alfred Savoir which has 
been given a top production and 
thesping. However, the story of 


the early life of Catherine of Rus- | 


‘» drew this mixed reviews, All 
oad the fine acting of Gaby Syl- 
yia and Jacques Francois. It looks 
in for a moderately successful run. 

“Water, Water Everywhere” at 
the Fontaine is a mild operetta 
which was roundly panned by the 
crix outside of the fine music by 
Georges Van Parys. This looks to 
get a moderate run. 

Two limited engagement shows 
have the critics using their superla- 
tives. The 11-day stint of the Bal- 
jets De Bali at Theatre Marigny, 
and the two-week stay of “Porgy 
and Bess” at Theatre l’Empire will 
find ducats’ scarce. Bali has crix 
turning backflips to find proper 
praise. “Porgy” is already sold 
out for the two weeks ending 
March 1. 

Denise Tual and Mare Doelnitz 
are rehearsing a new revue, “Triple 
Galop,” which bows into La 
Bruyere next month. Music is by 
Georges Van Parys and Yves Rob- 
ert is staging. Bobino Theatre is 
readying a new operetta, “Le Soleil 
De Paris,” which will turn this 
music hall into another legit house 
like the ABC and Capucines. It is 
by Raymond Vincy and Francis Lo- 
pez. Theatre Athenee will have 
the Julian Green play, “Sud,” 
staged by Jean Mercure and featur- 
ing Anouk Aimee. 









Catholic Groups Press 
For All-Canada Ban 


On ‘Clochemerle’ Pic 


Ottawa, Feb. 24. 

Successful in forcing the French 
film, “Clochemerle,” off the Ottawa 
screen, a dozen major Roman 
Catholic organizations are jointly 
trying to get it banned throughout 
Canada as well. “Clochemerle” pre- 
viously ran five weeks in Toronto, 
with no protest. 

After the Little Elgin, art house, 
yanked the film on the fourth day 
of a skedded three-week run, in 
deference to the Archibishop’s pro- 
test and attendance ban for Cath- 
olics, the Ontario Motion Picture 
Censor Board announced that it 
was reconsidering the film’s re- 
lease. (Each Canadian province has 
its own censorship board.) 


A Toronto official of 20th Cen- 
tury Theatres, Ltd., which owns the 
Little Elgin, publicly stated they 
were glad to withdraw the film 
from their houses, because they 
“did not wish to offend any organi- 
zation.” This chain operates the 
‘Tonight at 8:30” once-a-month art- 
film policy in many Ontario houses. 
Then came the 12-group protest 
against the film as “vulgar, insult- 
ing and immoral.” Pic concerns a 


public comfort station built in a 
French town. 


Ottawa’s two English-language 
dailies published many letters pro- 
testing the Little Elgin’s “appease- 
ment policy,” on the ground that 
no religious group should have the 
right to close off entertainment 
from persons of other faiths. Ern- 
est Warren, theatre manager, said 
he would have stood his ground 
ad the picture been one of “suffi- 
Cent quality and importance,” but 


that “frankly, this one wasn’t that 
800d.” 


Shelley’s ‘Secret’ Opens 
In Aberdeen March 9 


. Aberdeen, Scot., Feb. 17. 

Hew play set in New York by 
an Shelley, authoress of “Pick-Up 
mh Will open at His Majesty's 
- eatre here March 9. Titled “To- 
orrow Is A Secret,” it will be 
Presented by Stanley French. 
allace Douglas is producing. It 
‘Scheduled for London in April. 
largot Grahame is cast as Mol- 
Gere Others are Hartley Power, 
Smith. Harker, and D. A. Clarke- 
-o with Patricia Owens, Trad- 
achat Kner, Anthony Bazell and 
Seerey woberts. “Tomorrow Is A 
the Lye Ves from Aberdeen to 
~ <yceum, Edinburgh, March 16. 
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Ballets de Bali, ‘Porgy’ Top Newcomer 
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British Bard Troupe In 
Boff New Zealand Bow 


Auckland, N, Z., Feb. 17, 
Australian and New Zealand tour 
of the British Shakespeare Memo- 
rial Theatre opened enthusiastic- 
jally at His Majesty’s Theatre, 
Auckland, Jan. 30, with “Othello,” 
in a new production directed by 





Anthony Quayle. J. C. Williamson | 


| Theatres is sponsoring. 

| Season in Auckland will close 
| Feb. 28, to be followed by visits 
| to Christchurch, Dunedin and Wel- 
| lington. Company will then travel 
to Sydney, to open at the Tivoli 
Theatre April 21, with “Othello.” 
“As You Like It” will be done 
there April 27, and “Henry IV, 
Part I,” May 4. Sydney season will 
finish June 20. 


After 6 Months, French 
Govt. Still Has Failed 
To Frame Film Aid Law 


Paris, Feb. 24. 

After adjourning talks on the up- 
coming Film Aid Law last week 
because pix officials attended the 
French Film Week in London, this 
vital problem is once more on the 
agenda here. The original aid law 
of 1948 had a 7% tax levied on 
theatre tickets, the proceeds be- 
ing shared by producer sand ex- 
hibitors to help underwrite changes 
and insure adequate production. 
This law ran out last September. 

Producers are now faced with 
the possibility that the law may 
not be renewed. A producer fin- 
ishing a film now will probably not 
have a release until next Septem- 
ber because of the big backlog 
piled up here. If the law is not 
passed, all government aid will 
halt. Since law supplied a 35% 
advance towards his next pic, based 
on receipts of his last film, he may 
not be able to continue producing. 

Since French film amortization 
here is a long process, absence of 
aid it is feared may lead to a sud- 
den production dip. At present 
production is still comparatively 
healthy, but those against the bill 
declare that the quality has fallen. 
They also cite some cases of pro- 
ducers taking flagrant advantage 
of the aid and using it for quickies 
or even hiking the suppwused re- 
ceipts of their last pix. Main ob- 
ject of law actually is to give 
enough financing so producers can 
turn out enough quota pix. Pro- 
ducers feel that forcing them to 
put up part of the money would 
play into the hands of biggie pro- 
ducers. All these angles are being 
debated after six months of con- 
tention. 

However, drastic reorganization 
is sorely needed here in producer 
ranks with over 200 producers list- 
ed here for an industry that makes 
about 110 pix a year. 


BRISSON’S NEXT FILM 
TO BE DONE IN 3-D 


London, Feb. 17. 

As a result of cables received 
from New York Fred Brisson, who 
was in London for a few days last 
week, has decided to make his 
forthcoming film in Spain via 3-D. 
It will be lensed in color using the 
new Pathe system. ; 

Brisson left for Spain last Fri- 
day, with Bruce Odlum, who had 
joined him here after three months 
preparatory work in Europe. Their 
subject is tentatively titled, “It 
Happened in Spain,” and is sched- 
uled to start late this summer. Fi- 
nance has been arranged both lo- 
cally and in America, It is one of 
the first Spanish-American produc- 
tions to be made with pesetas and 
dollars. 


Mex Pix Production Off 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Film production in Mexico will 
be down to approximately 95 pic- 
tures this year, compared with 128 
in 1952, according to Edmund 
Grainger just back from Mexico. 

Mexican producers, he said, gen- 
erally hold their negative costs to 
a maximum of 800,000 pesos, 
{equivalent to about $93,000. 














| Mex Wants More Tinters 


Hollywood, Feb, 24. 

Mexican film fans are demand- 
ing color in their native pix, ac- 
cording to Charles Amory, West 
Coast sales manager for Pathe Lab 
which owns processing rights for 
Eastman color. He says the de- 
mand is the result of the great 
number of tinters imported from 
the U. S. 

Amory left for Mexico City to 


hibitors there. Picture was pro- 
duced in Mexico in Eastman color 
by Ultramar Films. 


TV Big London 
Alibi for Any 





London, Feb. 17. 

TV is proving to be th. greatest 
alibi-maker of the century. If any- 
thing goes wrong with the gross at 
a legit, vaudeville or film theatre, 
there is a readymade explanation. 
Now everybody is trying to get into 
the act. Recently, a British bus 
company blamed television for a 
drop in its receipts and for the 
increase in the price-of fares which 
is to be introduced as a result. 
Would-be passengers, apparently 
were watching their screens at 


screen “Robinson Crusoe” for ex- | 


Dip in Grosses 








Rain, Snow Hurt London Film Biz: 
‘Appointment’ Big 1016, ‘Rifle’ Hot 





‘Wiere Bros., Jane Morgan 


i 


{ . 
| For Coronation Revue 
London, Feb. 17. 
American specialty acts are be- 
| ing featured in the new Coronation 
| revue, “Three Cheers,” which Tom 
Arnold and Emile Littler are stag- 
ing at the London Casino March 7. 
Production stars Vic Oliver, Wiere 
Bros. and Jane Morgan. 
| Among the acts lined up for the 
| Show are Canfield Smith, the ven- 





| triloquist; A. Robins, Jr., comedian; 
Bood & Bood, French parodists; 
Page & Bray, French acrobatic 
dancers; and the Romanos Bros., 
Italian knockabout team. Revue is 
being directed by Robert Nesbitt. 


Yank Pix to New Highs 
In W. Berlin Last Month; 
Crix Laud New Products 


Berlin, Feb. 10. 
January film biz hit big totals in 
West Berlin with top product out 








home instead of taking the bus to 
local cinemas. 

Last week, saloons jumped on! 
the bandwagon. There has been a 
drop in the sale of liquor and this, 
too, is blamed on TV. Chairman of, 
the Justices at the annual licensing 
sessions in London claimed that 
TV was keeping many at home who 
might otherwise seek recreation 
elsewhere, 

Of course, there is another side 
to this story. TV, like radio, has 
been responsible -for making as 
well as breaking shows. The re- 
cently introduced policy of trans- 
mitting an excerpt from a current 
West End production has proved 
to be a hefty biz booster. When the 
idea was first mooted, there was 
some hesitancy on the part of 
managers. But not now after the 
results of TV showed up in the 
grosses. 


SPONSORED VIDEO IN 
BRITAIN STILL VAGUE 


London, Feb. 17. 

Beyond an admission that 35 
applications for sponsored TV li- 
censes had been received, the gov- 
ernment has refused to give the 
House of Commons any indication 
of plans for its introduction in this 
country. Forced into making a 
statement on an adjournment de- 
bate the government promised an 
opportunity for debate would be 
provided before the first license 
was granted. 

Initiative for the debate came 
from Eric Fletcher, Labor M.P., 
who is also deputy chairman of -he 
Associated British Picture Corp. 
He suggested that the government 
was moving with unseemly haste 
and that there were reports that it 
was “plotting” to grant the first 
commercial TV licenses this year | 
or early in 1954. 

Replying for the government, 
L. D. Gammans, the Asst.-Postmas- 
ter-General, insisted the govern- 
ment was adhering to its previously 
declared policy. The Television 
Advisory Committee was compose@® 
almost entirely of technical peo- 
ple who had nothing to do with 
advising the Postmaster General 
on. license applications. No time 
could be given when applications 
should be filed as the government 
did not know what resources could 
be allotted to TV in the near fu- 
ture. ; 








, 


Vienna Preps Strauss 
Opera—Sans Music 


Vienna, Feb. 17. 
An experiment will be made by 





the Josefstadt Theatre here, when 
Richard Strauss’ opera, “Rosen- 
kavalier,” will be produced with- 
out music. 

Idea is to play the whole opera, | 
whose libretto was written by Hugo 
von Hoffmannsthal, as a comedy 
without any changes of words. 





on release naturally helping. 
American films were particularly 
successful. On Kurfuerstendamm, 
almost all big cinemas had U. S. 
pix running. 

Cinema Paris, usual French 
preem house, still has “American 
in Paris’ (M-G), now in its fifth 
week. Marmorhaus has “Greatest 
Show on Earth” (Par), also enter- 
ing its fifth session. Both are do- 
ing brisk biz. “American” has been 
judged by many Berlin crix as the 
best pic Hollywood has turned out 
in many months. Delphi, another 
big house, showed “Duel in Sug” 
(UA) and then “Five Fingers” 
(20th). Filmtheatre Berlin had 
“High Noon” (UA) and “World in 
His Arms” (U). 

There has been some talk about 
bringing Cinerama to Berlin. It 
is still in the conversational stage. 

Berlin’s new American theatre, 
The Outpost (name chosen from 
entries in a contest conducted by 
Special Services), preemed Feb. 6 
with “Iron Mistress (WB). The 928- 
seater is the most modern theatre 
owned by U. S. Occupation Forces 
in Europe. It will be used for all 
types of theatrical performances 
and replaces Onkel Tom Theatre 
which was returned to German 
ownership in accordance’ with 
American Army’ policy. 


BRITISH PANTO STAR 
TO HEAD VAUDE UNIT 


London, Feb. 17. 


Richard Hearne, currently star- 
ring in Val Parnell’s London Pal- 
ladium pantomime, “Dick Whit- 
tington,” is to head a vaudeville 
unit, “Mr. Pastry Comes To Town,” 
which is the character he made fa- 
mous on the-air and TV. Support- 
ing Hearne will be the Tanner Sis- 
ters and George Martin, both ra- 
dio names, and newcomer Warren 
Mitchell, who has made a hit in 
“Whittington” as Hearne’s stooge. 

Unit, which is handled by Lew & 
Leslie Grade, opens for Stoll’s cir- 
cuit at Empire, Chiswick, with 
Moss Empires and Granada thea- 
tres to follow. 


Chevalier Date Opens 
London Star Bookings 


London, Feb. 17. 


The big league bookings tor 
West End cabaret in anticipation 
of the Coronation are due to take 
effect in April. The new bid for 
name talent was touched off last 
week by the Cafe de Paris with 
the signing of Maurice Chevalier. 
He will play four weeks begin- 
ning April 27, preceding the Coro- 
nation date of Noel Coward. 

Also in April, the Bagatelle will 
launch its star policy for the new 








ing of Anne Shelton who will be 
making her local cafe debut follow- 
ing her U.S. success last year. She 
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is to be followed by another local 


' star, Hermione Gingold, who will 


play over the Coronation period, 


‘with Evelyn Knight coming from’ 
ithe U. S. next. 


$7,600, Policeman 8G, ‘Hans’ $5,300 


London, Feb. 17. 

A week of rain, snow and sleet 
has not been of much help to the 
boxoffice but good grosses were 
maintained despite the adverse 
conditions. Most theatres reported 
steady to average receipts, with a 
new British entry, “Appointment 
in London” setting the pace at the 
Leicester Square Theatre, after its 
royal preem. It looks to get a 
handsome $10,500 in first session. 

At the Empire, “Plymouth Ad- 
venture” is winding its pre-release 
run of two weeks with a fair $11,- 
000 in second round. “Military Po- 
liceman” shapes a solid $8,000 at 
the Plaza. Warner Theatre's 
“Springfield Rifle’ looks healthy 
$7,600 in initial stanza. 

Among the holdovers, “Hans 
Christian Andersen” is still in the 
money with $5,300 for its eighth 


week. “The Net” is holding 
firmly at the Odeon, Leicester 
Square with around $5,800 for 
third frame 


Estim:¥es for Last Week 
Carlton (Par) (1,128; 55-$1.70)— 
“Hans Christian Andersen” (RKO) 
(8th wk). Still attracting steady 
crowds, with okay $5,300. Stays 
another month to be succeeded by 
“Moulin Rouge” (IFD), 


Empire (M-G) (3,099: 55-$1.70)— 
“Plymouth Adventure” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Finished its pre-release run 
with around $11,000 this week 
after average $15,500 opening 
stanza. “Above and Beyond” 
(M-G) preems Feb. 19. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—‘Blackbeard Pirate” (RKO) and 
“Taxi” (20th). Modest at neariy 
$5,500 or over. Stays usual three 
weeks with “The Star” (20th) open- 
ing Feb. 26. ® 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 50-$1.70) — “Appointment 
London” (B-L) and “Royal Heri- 
tage” (B-L) (lst wk). Aided by 
royal charity preem, this British- 
made got off to fine start, with 
handsome $10,500 likely. Stays on. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217: 50- 
$1.70)—“‘Cosh Boy” (IFC) (2d wk). 
Despite adverse crix reaction, this 
British-made meller still is solid 
$5,300 for second frame. Opening 
week was $7,000. “The Ring” (UA) 
opens Feb. 20. 


Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) * 


(2,200; 50-$1.70)\—“‘The Net” (GFD) 
(3d wk). Continues steady at about 
$5,800. “Rough Shoot” (UA) 
preems Feb. 19. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 50-$1.76)—“The ‘I Don’t Care’ 
Girl” (20th) (2d wk). Fair at about 
$5,400 after $7,200 opening week. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Military Policeman” (Par). Good 
$8,000. Stays on. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 90-$2.15)—“‘Quo 
Vadis” (M-G) (44th wk). Continues 
strong at about $3,000. Stays indef, 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70)— 
“Springfield Rifle’ (WB). Shapes 
pleasing $7,600. Continues, 


Bigger Jap Yen For 
H’ wood Pix But Quota 
Change Held Unlikely 


With Hollywood product already 
garnering 35% of the attendance at 
Japanese theatres, it was indicated 
in New York iast week that the 
Nipponese taste for American films 
would become even greater in the 
event government restrictions on 
Yank imports were eased. This 
view was expressed by two top ex- 
ecutives of Eiga Haikyu Co., Ltd., 
one of Japan’s largest distribution 
organizations. 


Both the Japanese public and the 
exhibitors would welcome an in- 
creased flow of U. S. pictures, ac- 
cording to Hideo Shiotsugu, Eiga 
Haikyu prez, and Masatoyo Takano, 
the company’s publicity chief, who 
also manages the firm’s Tokyo 
branch. However, they noted it 
appears that the new quota for for- 
eign imports for the fiscal year 
starting next April 1 likely will be 
about the same numerically as the 








season, teeing off with the book-| 


last 12-month stretch. 


Shiotsugu and Takano, who have 
been in the U. S. for the past 
month, are scheduled to return to 
Tokyo shortly via London, Paris 
and Rome. Their initial trip to 
America was made for the purpose 
of studying Yank distribution meth- 





ods and to confer with top offi- 
cials of Allied Artists whose proc- 
uct E-H handles in Japan. 
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New Elizabethan Age’ Seen For 


London Legit; 


Standards Gong Up 





By JACK HYLTON 
Lane, ore t. 
e papers here are full of hope 
about H new Elizabethan Age for 
Britain. So far as our show busi- 
ness goes, they've got something. 

For 150 years or more our show 
business has been losing steam. The | 
legitimate theatre has been giving 
itself more and more to polite 
drawing room comedies or egg- 
whisks, full of bright repartee but 
empty of content. Our musical 
comedies twittered in country 
house settings (“Come on girls, 
who’s for a jolly game of tennis”), | 
and even our music halls, which | 
had known Marie Lloyd, George 
Robey and Florrie Ford, had be- 
come formal platforms for radio 
stars, who, in the main, should be 
heard and not seen. 

Where there used to be full- 
mouthed bites, we were getting 
only tea-party nibbles. Where we 
used to have full-blooded jokes | 
going straight to the heart of uni-| 
versal humor, we were getting | 
witty allusions understood only by | 
those who happened to be intimates | 
of a narrow circle. Our show busi- 
ness was becoming inbred. It was 
becoming desiccated. 

But now, thank goodness, there 
are signs of a change. I think that 
the war and the political policy 
adopted after the war are mainly 
responsible. The exclusive sets 
which before the war had nothing 
else to do but run around their own 
circles and go to the theatre now 
have to work for a living and are, 
therefore, less taken up with them- 
selves. On the other hand, the 
fairer sharing of money, the full 
employment and the more reason- 
able working week we have en- 
joyed have opened the possibilities 

(Continued on page 16) 


British All-Male ‘Femme’ 
Soldier Revue Still Sock; 
Grosses Near 7006 Mark 


London, Feb. 17. 
The last war brought several 
revue-type shows with males in 
femme attire, but the only one that 
has survived from army to civilian 
life and is still in the coin igs “Sol- 
diers in Skirts.” 


Show was originally conceived 
by Hyman Zahl, who has been 
presenting it successfully, in part- 
nership with Sydney Myers and 
Myrtle Jay, since 1945. 


Show has played several returns 
on all major circuits including 
Moss Empires and Stolls, and 
practically all the indies; and in 
some instances, it has played as 
many as six or seven returns with- 
Out exhausting its popularity. 

Outside of the few specialities, 
the boys provide the whole show, 
appearing in several: scenes and 
comedy skits, most of which get 
full quota of laughs. While some 
of the cast’s makeups are crude, 
quite a number of attires are per- 
fect and create realism in their 
parts. 

Outstanders are Louis Hayden, 
the most experienced, having ap- 
peared in several night spots, 
including New Orleans and New 
England. He excels in a Carmen 
Miranda takeoff. Another is Roy 
Walker, in Sophie Tucker song 
impressions. 

Promoters intend to run _ this 
show well into 1954, and with 
advance bookings practically com- 
pleted for this year, shouldn't find 
it very difficult. Meanwhile, the 
show has already grossed near the 
$700.000 mark, showing a very 
healthy return for its producers. 


W. Germany Not Sending 














Films to Cannes Fete 


Berlin, Feb. 17. 

Decision of the West German 
| industry not to send pix to) 
the forthcoming Cannes Film Fes-, 
lival has_caused considerable dis- | 
appointment in German trade 
circles, Decision was made by 4) 
Special 14-man committee because 
there were no German films rated 
\orthy of competing. 

_the present low standard of) 
German film-making is pointed up | 
b; the fact that last year neither | 
the Federal Award nor the Berlin | 
Crix award for the “best German | 
film” was issued because of the | 
interior quality of productions. | 


fi 


‘Show,’ ‘Paris’ Sock Hits 
At Berlin First-Runs 


Berlin, Feb. 17. 


The first half of February saw 
American pix doing strong biz at 
first-runs here. “American in 
Paris” (M-G) is still high grosser 
at the Cinema Paris in its seventh 
week. “Greatest Show on Earth” 
(Par) will probably turn out to be 
the most successful Par film to play 
here in years. Pic is still packing 
them in after five weeks at the 
Marmorhaus. Film is now being 
sought by second-runs. 

The greater part of West Ber- 
lin’s other preem houses also are 
playing American pix. Delphi is 
showing “Toast of New Orleans” 
(M-G) which got very good re- 
views. Filmtheatre Berlin is pre- 
senting “Carrie” (Par), Kurbel has 
“The Frogmen” (20th) and the 
Studio “Paula” (Col). Astor started 
last week with the French film 
“We All Are Murderers,” lauded 
by local crix. 


Quota Ticket Turndown 
On ‘Monsoon’ May Alter 
Anglo-Am. Prod. Plans 


London, Feb, 24. 


Decision of the High Court up- 
holding the Board of Trade’s re- 
fusal to grant a quota ticket to the 
India-made ‘‘Monsoon” may lead to 
a re-orientation of Anglo-Ameri- 
can production plans. It is known 
that certain projects, which have 
been in negotiatian for some weeks, 
are being temporarily shelved 
while the effect of the ruling is 
being closely studied by legal ex- 
perts. BOT ruling on “Monsoon” 
was challenged by the British pro- 
duction company, F. G. (Films) 
Ltd. and reserved judgment was 
given last week. 


The BOT had contended that the 
production had actually been un- 
dertaken by an American company, 
Film Group, Inc., and that a pri- 
vate British company had been 
formed in order to comply with 
local regulations. It was suggested 
that if the application was allowed, 
a means had been found for de- 
feating the intention of the Films 
Acts. 


Referring to F. G. (Films) Ltd.,’ 
the court could not accept that 
“this insignificant company” had 
undertaken, in any real sense the 
arrangements for making the film. 
It held, that its participation was 
so small as to be practically negli- 
gible and that it acted as a nominee 
of and agent for the American 
company. The latter company had 
seemed to have financed making 
of the film to the extent of at 
least $224,000. 


Pick Stolz to Score 
Vienna City Musical 


Vienna, Feb. 17. 
Robert Stolz was chosen by the 
City of Vienna to compose the 
score for what the city cultural 
fathers hope will become as much 
an annual Vienna dramatic insti- 
tution as the “Everyman” of the 
Salzburg festival. This is a musi- 
cal version of “The Piper of Vien- 
na,” folk drama about the “Liebe 
Augustine” of the world famous 
song. Augustine was supposed to 
have been a minstrel hero of the 
black plague in 17th Century 
Vienna. ; 
The play will be preemed in its 
musical version during the May- 
June Vienna Festival weeks.* It 
had a run as straight drama in the 
Volktheater back in 1950. Book is 
by Ulrich Becher and Peter Preses. 
Present idea is to _ present 
’ in the open air arcade of 
the huge Vienna City Hall, with 
Paul Horbiger in leading role and 
a cast including Fritz Imhoff and 
Anni Reosar, 


‘Dial M’ for Aussies - 
Melbourne, Feb. 17. 
“Dial M for Murder,” by Fred- 
erick Knott, will be presented in 
Australia and New Zealand by J. 
C. Williamson Theatres, Ltd. 
Australian premiere is expected 
to be at the Comedy Theatre, Mel- 
bourne, at end of the current 
Kiwis season. 











Scots Sharing ‘Robe’ Preem 


Glasgow, Feb. 17. 


Glasgow, No. 1 show biz centre 
of Scotland, is to share preem of 
the first big three-dimensional 
film. “The Robe,” simultaneously 
with other world capitals. Opening 
is skedded for this fall, . j 

Edinburgh, Manchester, Cardiff, 
Newcastle, Birmingham, Liverpool 
and Leeds will also share the 
preem. 20th-Fox will deliver nec- 
essary equipment for the cinemas 
from the U. S. for a “modest cost.” 


Hoyts, GUT Set 
3-D Aussie Plans 


Sydney, Feb. 17. 

Big topic in Aussie film circles 
is the almost over-night 3-D up- 
surge in the U. S. and-its possible 
public reaction in this South Pacific 
territory. Oldtimers on the local 
pic beat aver that 3-D will prove 
to be the greatest hypo for Down 
Under boxoffices since “The Jazz 
Singer.” 

The major circuits, Hoyts and 
Greater Union Theatres, already 
have set their plans to keep pace 
with this new entertainment trend. 
Hoyts, allied to 20th-Fex, should 
make the initial Aussie 3-D bid 
with “Bwana Devil” in about six 
weeks at the Plaza here via deal 
with United Artists. Hoyts later 
will switch to CinemaScope. for 
“The Robe” and other top 20th-Fox 
tri-dimensional pix. 


Norman B. Rydge, Greater Union 
Theatres’ chairman, has-not an- 
nounced the 3-D equipment to be 
used by his chain but understood 
that plans already are underway 
for an early 3-D bow-in. GUT is 
hooked to the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization. 


Paramount will spot own 3-D 
Paravision in its Aussie showcases, 
the Prince Edward, here, Kings in 
Melbourne, and Majestic, Adelaide, 
with “Sangaree” as the first in. In- 
teresting point is that Paramount 
has deal with Greater Union for 
certain product, first being “Great- 
est Show.” Not certain yet whether 
Par’s Paravision will go into the 
GUT keyers on a new deal setup 
in opposition to CinemaScope or 
whether GUT will use a British 
3-D system. 

Reported that Metro, operating 
a chain here of 12 cinemas, will 
introduce its own 3-D system to 
keep pace with 20th-Fox and Para- 
mount before the end of 1953. 
Primary concern, however, of the 
minor Down Under exhibitors is 
equipment cost of 3-D plus any 
radical cinema interior reconstruc- 
tion. 


Legit Shows Abroad 


LONDON 


(Week ending Feb. 14 
“Affairs of State, Cambridge (8-21), 
“Cail Me Madam,” Coliseum (3-15). 
“Dear Charlies,” New (12-18). 

“Deep Bive Sea,“ Duchess (3-6). 

“Dial M Murder,” West. (6-19). 

“Escapade,” St. James (1-20). 

“Happy Marriage,” Duke York @-7), 

“Little Hut,” Lyric (8-23-50). 

“London Laughs,” Adelphi (4-12). 

“Love of Colonels,” Wyn. (5-23-51). 

“Love from Judy,” Saville (9-25). 

“Man,” St. Martin’s. 

“Meet Callahan,” Garrick (5-27). 

“Mousetrap,” Ambas. (11-25). 

“Murder Mistaken,” Ambassadors (10-4). 

"Paint Wagon,” Her Majesty’s (2-11). 

“Paris to F.ccadilly,” Pr. Wales (4-15). 

“Quadrille,“ Phoenix (9-12). 

“Reluctant Heroes,” White. (9-12-50). 

“Ring Out Bells,” Vic. Pal. (11-12). 

“River Line,” Strand (10-28). 

“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (6-14-50). 

“South Pacific,” Drury ne (11-1-5bD. 

“Water of Moon,” Haymarket (4-19-5)D. 

“Wild Horses,” Aldwych (10-6), 

“Young Eliz.,” Criterion (4-2). 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 

(Figures denote premiere dates) 

“Julius Caesar,”” Old Vic (24). 

“S$ Phila. Physicians,”” Embassy (25). 

“Father,” Arts (26). 

“Glorious Days,” Palace (28). 

"Three Cheers,” Casino (7). 











“AS Like It,” King’s, Hammersmith (16). 
“Way of the Worfd,” Lyric, Ham. (19). 
“King Lear,” King’s, Hammersmith (25). | 
“Julius Caesar,” Old Vic (24). 
“The Father,” Arts (25). 
“Five Phila. Physicians,”” Embassy (25). 
“Twelfth Night,” King’s, H’mth (25), 
“Glorious Days,” Palace (28). 

CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“The Gift,” . St. Martin's, 
“Porgy and Bess,” Stoll, 


AUSTRALIA 
(Week ending Feb. 20) 


"White Herse Inn,” Empire, Sydney. 
“Larger Than Life,” Tivoli, Sydney. 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento,” Royal, Sydney. 
“South Pacific,” Majestys, Mel. 
“Cassino,” Comedy, Me!bourne. 
“Follies Bergere,” Tivoli, Melbourne. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Majesty’s, Bris. 
“White Sheep,” Royal, Adelaide. 

“La Boheme,” Princess, Mel. 

“Take it Off,” Royal, Bris. 








Yugoslavia and Argentina signed 
an agreement to exchange five | 
films annually, the Yugoslav gov-| 





ernment announced recently. 


Yank Pix Continue to Lead Italian 


Winter B.0.; ‘Quiet,’ ‘In Arms’ Leaders 





Boehner Shooting 3-D 
Pix in Bavarian Alps 


Berlin, Feb. 17. 
Boehner Film Production cur- 
rently is shooting color 3-D pix in 
the Alps (mountains in Bavaria). 
Films will be made under the new 
Zeiss Ikon system, and first will be 
shown at the Frankfurt Industrial 


Rome, Feb. 17. 


Yank productions continue to 
lead the way in winter -boxoffice 
returns throughout Italy, with top 
honors only here and there gath- 
ered in by local product. On the 
| basis of returns in 16 key Italian 
| cities, “Altri Tempi” Italian-made 
film released by RKO, led the 
field followed in order by “Quiet 
Man” (Rep), “World In His Arms” 
(U), “Parucchhiere Per. Signora” 
(French) “Bend of River” (U). “De- 





Fair March 19-29. 

As early as 1937, Boehner wile | 
Production, formerly residing in| 
Dresden (Soviet Zone now),/| 
showed its first tri-dimensional pix 
to the public. After the war, the 
company resumed in Erlangen (Ba- 
varia) and Hamburg. The Zeiss 
Ikon new plastic system needs only 
one camera for shooting and one 
projector for screening. Audiences 
must wear Polaroid glasses. Metro 
is reported interested in the sys- 
tem. 


Arg. Film Prod. Sags 
To New Depths; Only 
1 Major Studio Open 


Montevideo, Feb. 17. 


With the near-collapse of Cine- 
matografica Interamericana (Guth- 
mann), Argentina’s picture indus- 
try has been sliced down to a 
single major studio (Argentina 
Sono Film) actually in operation. 
There are still a number of as- 
sorted producers still in the game, 
but they are becoming more re- 
luctant to continue in production 
because the hazards far exceed the 
rewards. 

In fact, the situation of 
the Argentine film industry is 
chaotic, despite all the determined 
government protection. It makes 
those in the trade wonder why 
those responsible cling so tenaci- 
ously to the protectionist policy. It 
has achieved nothing on the indus- 
try’s behalf. On the contrary, a 
once, fairly flourishing industry 
has sunk very low since protection- 
ism came into full force five years 
ago. 

Reviewing the major incidents 
of the past year, an observer 
would find that: (1) One after an- 
other major studio has had to fold; 
(2) Argentine pictures have lost all 
the ground they held in the Latin- 
American market because of the 
mediocre quality of all except a 
few pictures (even these are un- 
suitable outside of Argentina); (3) 
the native pictures hold the local 
market only because they are bol- 
stered by successive protectionist 
decrees, which insure them the 
best playing time and more favor- 
able holdover terms. While these 
may afford the producers tempo- 
rary gains, it hits the exhib hard 
since they have to pay for the sup- 
port of the native product much 
against their will. Exhibs always 
have before them the fear of 
patrons gradually losing interest 
in film entertainment because of 
poor product. 

The producers themselves are 
nearly all anxious to quit, and 
those who stay in the game only do 
so because they are afraid to step 
out. For one thing, production 
costs have been forced up by the 
very existence of the protectionist 
policy. For another, the producers 
find they are no longer free agents 
and can neither select their own 
casts nor their story material. 


Von Sternberg Nip Pic 


Set for Release in May 


Tokyo, Feb. 17. 
Joseph von Sternberg, who is di- 








recting “Anatahan” for Daiwa Pro-| 
_ductions, says the pic will be fin- 
| ished late this month and released | 


in May. Shooting is underway in 
Kyoto, Japan’s ancient capital. It 
is a 90-minute 
documentary,” accdrding to von 
Sternberg, based on incidents sug- 
gested by the real life experiences 
of 20 Japarfese soldiers and one 
Japanese woman isolated on Ana- 
tahan Island after the end of the 
last war. 

Backed by industrialist Yoshio 
Osawa and Towa Pictures prexy 
Nagamasa Kawakita, the film is 
first joint Japanese-Western pro- 
duction. No definite exploitation 
plans have been set although von 
Sternberg plans a narration in all 
the major languages, 


“anthropological | 


tective Story” (Par) and “Three 
Forbidden Stories” Warner’s-Ital- 
ian made pic. 

Incomplete key city figures for 
December show “Carrie” (Par) 
pacing the field followed by “Afri- 
can Queen” (UA), “Death Of Sales- 
man” (Col), “Forbidden Games” 
(Dear-French), “Ragazze Da Mari- 
to” (Italian). But final tabulation 
may put “Limelight” (UA) and 
“Trinidad” (Col) in the top 
brackets. 


“Limelight” continues its top- 
selling Rome run, having topped 
$64,000 during the first five weeks 
in three houses, which is way ahead 
of the field. Next in line, “Trini- 
dad” ended a two-week run in two 
houses at $37,500. Still running 
and closing in fast is the Italian 
musical “Songs Of A Half Cen- 
tury,” which recently set this capl- 
tal city’s single day record with 
$4,200. Long-standing previous 
high had been $3,000 for a one-day 
session. “Songs” recently passed 
the $34,000 mark, and continues. 





Venice Fete Cuts Down 
Number of Pix Entries; 
Also Trims Prize List 


Rome, Feb. 17. 


Several important changes have 
been announced for this year’s 
Venice Film Festival, set for Aug. 
20-Sept. 4. Show’s length has been 
cut from last year’s 24 days to 16. 
Both the Documentary and the 
Children’s Film Fete will precede 
the main show. Also trimmed is 
the number of pix each nation can 
enter. Under the new ruling, three 
are allowed for each country pro- 
ducing over 100 films per year, two 
for those making 50-100 a year and 
one for all under 50. If more than 
the number allowed is sent in, a 
committee of six will select the 
best for showing, eliminating those 
unworthy of exhibition or offensive 
to a participating nation. 


A further cut has been made in 
the number of prizes. This year, 
the seven man jury will award one 
grand prize and five prizes “at the 
disposal of the jury,” with the op- 
tion of adding the two Volpi acting 
kudos if suitable. The cut elimi- 
nates the three controversial ‘‘In- 
ternational prizes” of supposedly 
equal value. 


Other innovations include a rul- 
ing requiring Italian (in excep- 
tional eases French), subtitles for 
all competing pix; a rule regulat- 
ing wording used by prize-winners 
in post-festival advertising; and 
the elimination of all private show- 
ings of competing films prior to 
the official screening. 


To Televise Best Pix 
At Cannes Film Fete 


Paris, Feb. 17. 

Cannes Film Festival reps are 
working to set up large screen TV 
apparatus in one of the Cannes 
film houses to televise the pix be- 
ing shown at the fete palace during 
the festival. The Cannes Fete, run- 
‘ning from April 15 to 29. already 
lis negotiating with Philips in Hol- 








|land for a large screen TV setup 
which can utilize the French 819- 
'line system. It is hoped that this 
extra-curricular screening will help 
appease the public unable to get 
|into the festival palace. 

Another innovation will be the 
prize jury’s doubling as the selec- 
‘tion jury in determining the films 
| chosen to officially compete in the 
‘fete. Only 14 pix will be consid- 
| ered in the running, which will 
‘eliminate the listlessness that be- 


sets festivals when there are a pre- 


ponderance of nondescript pix 
from too many of the smaller com- 
|peting countries. Jury will give 
one grand prize and six others for 
any technical attributes they deem 


‘fit to honor. 
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Britain's ‘Wait-See’ on 3-D Shifts ("""vondon Next October 


London, Feb. 17. 
London edition of “The King and 


To ‘Let's Look’; Exees Visiting U.S. |-'si"o'ser stein 


London, Feb. 24. +4 


The British film industry is 
changing its attitude towards 3-D. 
Instead of wait and see the trade 
has changed its slant to look and 
see. Production, exhibition and dis- 
tribution toppers now are all set 
to éye current Hollywood develop- 
ments first hand. Departure last 
week of Robert Clark, Elstree pro- 
duction executive, and weekend 
flight of Kenneth Hargreaves, man- 
aging director of General Film dis- 


by Jerome Whyte, the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein rep, prior to his 
return to New. York last week. 
The current tenant of Drury 
Lane, “South Pacific,” will termi- 





| Se ree 
U.S, Pix Setup Quits Jap 
: Tokyo, Feb. 17. 
Central have been playing for almost 23 


change, occupation-spawned unit months, having opened on Nov. 1, 


|which controlled distribution of | 1951, with Mary Martin and Wilbur 
|foreign films in Japan from 1945| vans in the leads. Julie Wilson 
to 1952 and which went out of} took over the Nellie Forbush role 








‘departure of Harry Davis who has 


Motion . Picture Ex-| Nate its run Sept. 26. It will then/ 


| Prince Littler as the most likely | made them the objects of lucrative 
ito acquire rights. 


Gallic Film Directors in Exodus 
From France as Co-Production Booms 
London Legit Bits | Pang, 1 


Increased global activity of film. 
— is eetrated here the exo. 
us of some top Gallic directors tg 

New revue rg Pict chthe-kee other countries for pix chores, |p 
theatre, the New Lindsey, titled | ™OSt cases this stems from the rise 
“Intimacy at Eight,” by Peter | '” Europe co-productions which 
Myers, Alec Graham and David have increased considerably this 


Climie, is being dickered by several | year. Foreign success of films 
West End managements, with|done by some directors. also has 








Show is Ba offers from other countries. 
pected to come to the West End| Rene c) ; 1 
as Coronation attraction at one of | w ement, whose pix “The 


tributors, is to be followed next : 
° . - ;|spent the past year liquidating 
week by John Davis, managing di | CMPE. 


recter of the J. Arthur Rank Or- | : ‘ * 
ganization; He leaves as soon as| Davis, bound for the U. S. with 
he returns from South Africa. a stopover in Canal Zone, was 
Both Davis and Hargreaves will | hosted at a farewell luncheon by 
huddle with Spyros P. Skouras and | local filmites. The last two years 
discuss with him the CinemaScope | in Japan wound up 30 years in the 


Littler’s houses in association with 


| business officially on Jan. 1, 1952, | jast November. 
A. T. Smith, owner of the Lindsey, 
Fréderick Piffard and Doris Harris 


\folded entirely Feb. 14 with the 
& « 
Italian Legit 
Italian Legi 
in charge of production. 


e e | Tom Arnold is staging new 
Coronation revue in the West End, 
probably at the Piccadilly Theatre, 


| Walls of Malapaga” and “Forbid. 
|den Games,” have garnered prizes 
|is now in London preparing “Mr 
Ripois And His Nemesis,” which 
| will be made entirely in English. 
| Jacques Becker is also going there 
|to ready “My Husband Is Getting 


potentialities. In Britain, the affilia- 
tion between 20th-Fox and Rank 
has led to speculation as to wheth- 
er the British organization will fall 
in line and equip their combined 


film industry for Davis. He served 
14 years of that time with Univer- | 
sal starting in 1922. ' 


Rome, Feb. 17. 
Local legit trade continues bul- 
lish, threatening to grab the spot- 








after provincial tryout. Show will Married.” 
star Cicely Courtneidge, with Alan Christian-Jaque, whose “Fanfan 
Melville and Vivian Ellis writing | La Tulipe” and “Adorables Crea- 
the material. Shows opens at Ox- | tures” were among the big grossers 
ford end of February, and is due|jast year, is now finishing the 


circuits with CinemaScope screens. ‘Intimacy’ Hassle Keeps 


They will report full develop- 
ments to the Rank directorate. 
Changeover may cost $3,000,000. 
One major difficulty, which might 
hinder such a change, would be the 
Board of Trade’s known reluctance 
to allow the import of equipment 
from the dollar area. The original 
Korda deal with Cinerama turned 
cold after the department had 
nixed licenses for equipment. 

It is believed here that some ar; 
rangements might be made 
whereby the equipment could be 
made under license by Rank’s own 
companies. He is firmly entrenched 
in the equipment field. If such a 


London West End Bow 


London, Feb. 24. 


End. Show received a fine press, 
resulting in capacity biz, and sev- | 
eral nibbles from West End man- 
agements. 


Peter Myers, Alec Grahame and 


licenséideal could be initiated, it | David Clinie, responsible for book | 


would eliminate BOT objection. and music, 


| Vittorio ; 

Hassle between cast, writers and | “Hamlet” just ended its sock run 
management of the successful New | - bom ee after playing to over 
Lindsey Theatre Club revue, “In- | °Y, patrons. - Bary eed 
ieneee” At Eight.” has halted its | Profitably another couple of weeks, | with Eurasian TS ae gene 
planned presentation in the West | but schedule had to be kept for | in Japen, ‘the St.h Baas Ee 


have contracted to) to the U. S. next season for a rep- 


light away from pix on the latter’s | in West End early May. 
home territory. Local legit houses 








| . é 
Revue From Possible | are booked solid, and several prof- | Controversial Gl Babies 


itable runs have been cut short | 
for lack of moveover space or be-| 
cause of previous commitments. 
Gassman’s four-hour 


Subject of 2 Films By 
Japanese Pix Producers 


Tokyo, Feb. 17. 


Could have run Two motion pictures dealing 


technical reasons. have been the subject. of con- 
troversy since now they are enroll- 
ing with pure Japanese. youngsters, 
are now being filmed. Both may be 
released by April. Casts for one 
| film will include one Caucasian and 
| one U.S. Negro currently in Japan. 


Gassman group goes into Sene- | 
ca’s ““Thiestes” next with Gass- 
mann’s own translation. Annibale 
Nichi and Elena Zareschi co-star. 


Gassman is bringing his troupe 


The exhibitors here are somewhat | “Tite book and music of a new ertory season, including “Hamlet.” | sa Mossa” (“Confusion”), adapted 


concerned at the outbreak of rival |COromation revue for — 
3-D systems which are not: inter- Mitchell & Stewart Cruikshanks, 


changeable.* Theatre owners are | “tled “High Spirits.” 
urged to wait and see whether any 


Stephen | 


Elsewhere in Rome, Chechov’s|from a popular newspaper serial 


“Three Sisters‘ is winding up a/| by humorist Bunroko Shishi. It will 
| successful stay at: the Eliseo; Be- | be a satire primarily, ridiculing the 
Show was originally intended to | nanes’ 


“Dialoghi delle Carmeli- | director of an Eurasian orphanage 


form of standardization is immi-|Comprise most of the authors’ bits | tane” continues at the Arti and the | who wants to climb the social lad- 


nent. Sussex exhibs expressed a/from “Intimacy,” but Frederick 
cautious view. At a meeting in | Piffard, presenter of the show, and 
Scotland it was asserted that the | Owners of the thedtre balked the | 
3-D fever might affect forthcoming | Project. 
British production, and that local Cast of eight, for whom the | 
producers would be reluctant to! show was originally written, have | 
launch a flat film which might be | practically quit or are quitting, | 
obsolete before completed. with Dilys Lay, Joan Sims and | 

Warner Bros. is to convert its} Leslie Crowther joining “High | 


West End first-run house, the War- | Spirits”; Eunice Gayson and Peter | Gredy’s “Ami-Ami.” 


ner, to Natural Vision. Alterations |Felgate grabbed by Tom Arnold | 
are to start immediately and the|for- his new revue, “Over the 
company plans to be ready to!Moon,”’ the Cicely Courtneidge 
screen “House of Wax” by about} starrer, and Vivian Van Damm, 
May 1. head of the Windmill, taking Ron 
Py. will be the second West; Moody for his Revudeville show. 
nd conversion to.3-D. The J. ir “Spirits.” 
Arthur Rank Group previously an- yagi, Aye SE gos 


Ateno features Shakespeare’s'der through her charitable work. 
“Winter’s Tale.” Bonucci, Caprioli | Story ends with a sympathetic note 
and Franca Valeri have brought a | for a Japanese mother and her half- 


| successful second “Sketchbook” to | Negro son. 


the Gobbi; Moliere’s “Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme” has been revived by | ny Williams, singer now serving 
Tatiana Pavlova and company at| with the U. S. Navy at’ Yokosuka 
the Manzoni and Elsa Merlini is} Naval Base. Bob Booth, publisher 
at the Quirino .in Barillet and | of a local mag, is cast as a shady 
Canadian trader who attempts un- 
_| successfully to compromise the or- 

eK il | phanage head. ' : ‘i 
s Children of mixed blood will be 
‘Elizabethan’ played by Eurasian and Afrasian 
| orphans from the Elizabeth Saun- 
ae Continued from page 15 ‘ders Home near here. 


| of show business to millions of peo-| The other pic, also featuring 























Shochiku Studios is making “Yas- | 


Cast as the Negro father is Dan- | 


| Franco-Italo coproduction, “Lucre- 
|e¢ia Borgia,” in Italy. He also is 
|preparing “The Bed,” a three. 
sketch pic which is to be made in 
| Sweden with script by Peter Usti- 
;mnov and Pierre Very. Henry De. 
coin, who recently completed a 
four-lingo film in Spain and 
rance, “The Lovers. of Toledo.” 
leaves for India to set up for the 
Anglo-Indian production “The Last 
| Judgment.” 
| As if to make up for this sud. 
den trek out-of France, the old- 
time directors Rene Ciair, Jean 
|Renoir and Julien Duviver, who 
| were part of the prewar batch of 
| Gallic directors who went to Hol- 
|lywood, have worked their way 
| back to the French scene via Italy. 


|Clair made his “Beauty of the 
| Devil” in Italy and also his pres- 
ent b.o. hit here, “Les Belles De 
Nuit.” Renoir is now here pre- 
paring his next pie, “The Poach- 
ers,” to star Daniele Delorme and 
}Jose Ferrer. Duviver, who made 
| “Little World of Don Camillo” in 
| Italy, is now back there for a se- 
‘quel, “Return of. Don Camillo,” 
|with Fernandel again playing the 
priest. 
| Also returned here is Anatole 
| Litvak who made pix here before 
}the war and then went to Holly- 
| wood for a long stay. He is making 
|““Somewhere In The World” with 
Kirk Douglas. 


Aussie Govt. Sets Up 
Commission to Inspect 





nounced that it would screen UA's 
“Bwana Devil” at the Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, and at three provincial 
theatres. 





M. & C. have also signed Marie | ple whose main pleasure hitherto 
Bryant, American Negro jazz sing- had been in the public house bars. 
er, formerly with Duke Ellington,| This has meant not merely that 
who has built up quite a rep here. more money has been coming in 
Show is skedded for tryout at Ab-|to the boxoffice to finance better 
erdeen March 30, and comes to the | shows, but that different types of 
West End early May. /audience have been coming into 

Meanwhile, the New Lindsey the seats, bringing with them a 





children from the same home, is a 
screen version of the book called 
“Konketsuji” (“Children of Mixed 
Blood’’). Ari Productions, now plan- ; Sydney, Feb. 17. 

ning to do the picture, claims it; _ Tie Robert Menzies Liberal 
will be a collection of four separate |Party government has- announced 
stories. It will contain several doc- | the formation of a Royal Commis- 
umentary episodes filmed at the Sion to probe TV operation—costs, 


_All TV Possibilities 





Program Pinch Already 
Felt by Regular Nip |timacy’ "and trying out replace. 


ments, who already include Marie 

TV After First Week| charies, Dennis Wood, Jimmy 

Tokyo, Feb. 17 Thompson, Henry Comer, Lille- 

With scheduled, daily television | ing ene, we oe ee 
in Japan only one week old today, ; 
the newborn industry already is 


{clecagt, and is beginning to loox | Ustinov Bowing Out Of 
around for something to fill out its ‘Colonels’ After ? Years 


42-hour-a-week schedule. Japan 
London, Feb. 24. 





Broadcasting Corp. (NHK) is al- 
ready negotiating with Toei Stu- 
dios for use of the studios films Fe 
that are a year old or older. It Love of Four Colonels,” is a suc- 


would offer these oldies Saturday | C¢ss in N.Y. as well as here, where | music, but even more, I think, be-|Tight political group. 


and Sunday afternoons. he’s been Starring in it at the 
Toho Studios has announced that Wyndham Theatre sun mearly (we 
its studio’s product will not be | Y¢#S:,1s quitting the show March 
available to TV. Shochiku Studios | 24 With Clifford Mollison taking 
is scheduled to take up the matter | % med we days later. 
at its next directors’ huddle. Shin| Ustinov says that, contrary to re- 
Toho and Daiei Studios, the other | Ports, he didn’t write “Colonels” 
two of the Big Five, have remained | 2S Vehicle for himself. He had 
silent but reported they will stand| Robert Helpmann in mind, but | 
firm against use of their films, | Helpmann had already been com- 
With two more nets set to go into: mitted to the Oliviers for another 
full-scale TV before the end of Sw. 
this year, and with 11 other appli- | 
cations for licenses pending, the | “Death For Beginners.” He'll va- | 
demand for talent and material is | cation in Europe, and cover two 
sure to be greatly increased. _important events on the Continent. 
: | First will | be March 19, when, 
= USO Unit To ae while passing through Paris, he'll 
‘ Tokyo, Feb. 17. 
ome Camp Shows Unit 1103, | Lits Blanc,” big annual event. Then | 
render Ballyhoo,” is due here! he'll hop over to Baden-Baden. 
week for a 14-week tour of Germany, to see 
Korea and northern Japan. 





the opening | 
| March 20 of his play, “Blow Your | 
Troupe includes comic Eddie} Own Trumpet,” which was done in 
Dawson: pam and Elsa Shannon; Engiand some years ago. 
armonica player Billy Frye; acro-| He has definitel i 
batic dancers, King Bros.; dancer|to New York og Sag 
Peggy McCue; the Mellowtones | spring to see Rex Harrison play | 
and instrumental trio. ‘his top role in “Colonels.” 


Peter Ustinov, whose play, “The ; inces 


last century, but which the English | 


|S I . 
| broadness, a direction aunders Home 


‘from their immersion in_ real, | 


‘he'tedurebetng free fram pee-8€P Yank Network For 
Time Nix to Rightists 


tentiousness and artificially them- 
selves, are much less willing to en- 
dure the sophisticated trivia which Vienna, Feb. 17. 
held West End audiences before The Red-White-Red radio net- 
;the war. They are forcing manage-| work, operated by U. S. Informa- 
ments not merely to raise, but to/tion Service of the State Depart- 
change the standard of their shows.|ment is under critical fire from 
No one today could hope to suc- | both Austrian and American sides 
,ceed with the old type of musical | for the stand taken in denying time 
‘comedy. But London and the prov- | for campaigning to Austria’s third 
poured into “Oklahoma,” | largest party. This is the League 
partly because of its superlative |of Independents which is a far 
R-W-R offi- 
cause of the recognizable reality |cials, repped by Lawrence Dalcher 
of its settings. We may not know /|and H. J. Skornia of Public Af- 
in Britain what sort of people | fairs Section of the U. S. Embassy, 
really developed the Oklahoma | nixed the Independents’ applica- 
territory. But we know a good /|tion for any time at all after mak- 
deal about pioneering spirit, and | ing liberal allotments to the Social- 
we'd rather see a show which ex-|ist and Peoples Parties, which 
presses that than one that titivates| make up the present government 
on whether Lady Betty will or will | coalition. The rightist group, which 
not accept Lady Ronnie on the | has shown neo-Nazi overtones and 
lawn. often attacked the U. S., scored 
Similarly with “Call Me Madam,” | S0me 17% of the vote in 1949 na- 


a zest, 











He’s just completed a new play, Which is still packing London's | tional elections and may raise that 


largest theatre, It’s both a satire | igure in Feb. 22 voting. 
on recognizably real people and sit-| Austrian crix 
uations and an expression of a sen-|'anged from savage ones on U. S. 
timent which ordinarily people to-| Policy to mildly pointing out that 
day recognize and feel in their own | R-W-R’'s operating funds come 


take part in the Moulin Rouge | experience. It is, in fact, the mod- | P@rtly from federal radio taxes on 
charity concert, “Le Bal des Petits | ern version of a formula which Gil-| listeners, who naturally include all 


bert & Sullivan perfected in the Parties. 





stage has lost ever since. | 


Though “Oklahoma” and “Call 
Me Madam” are American shows, 


MEX PIXERS BUILDING 
Mexico City, Feb. 17. 
Despite the 20-35% cut in ad- 


‘they've gone straight to the heart | mission prices which the city gov- 


of British people and will, I be- ernment here ordered and sguawks 
lieve, provoke and stimulate Brit-| of some that there are already too 


get of musicals to do even| many cinemas in Mexico City, 
better. 


'of latter. It is understood that 


attacks have | 


| programs, running time, etc., cover- 
jing both commercial and national 
| (government) stations. Apart from 
, deciding upon the number of com- 
/mercial and national stations to be 
granted a TV license, commission 
_will have the all-important job of 
| setting out a program schedule for 
oo consumption Down Under. 
| Radio toppers here are irked by 
| the fact that no member of the 
, commission has had any show biz 
| experience. They wonder how any 
| body of inexperienced laymen can 
set out a TV program blueprint 
minus a knowledge of what ticks 
in the industry. 

This week the government will 
| omer a bill okaying TV operation 
| by commercial station interests. A 
| prior Labor Government had made 
|TV Strictly a government monop- 
| oly. Up to the present the current 
|government has not yet decided 
upon the type of TV technical 
/equipment to be used here—Brit- 
‘ish or American. Former is favored 
| because of the high dollar cost 


when TV really gets underway here 
(figuring now is 1955), sets will 
sell to the public from $200 up. 





Plan Methodist Church Film 
London, Feb. 17. 
Kickoff feature picture in an ¢x- 
tensive program planned by the 
Methodist Film’ Commission '5 
scheduled to go before the cameras 
March 1 at one of J. Arthur Ranks 
studios near here. ‘ 
Tagged “Spirit of John Wesley. 
venture will be produced by Rev. 
Harry Spenser and Rev. Hower 
Tower from a script by John Du 
Stradley. Church organization ™® 





icinema construction is continuing. | length documentaries annually. 


portedly aims to turn out six full- 
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Film Reviews 


Continued from page 6 Sjeeesseeeeroe 





Old Overland Trail 
sings three tunes, two traditional 
and “Cowboy’s Dream of Heaven,” 
cleffed by Jack Elliott. Two p.d.’s 
are “Just A Wandrin’ Buckaroo,” 
done with an echo-chamber effect, 
and “Work For the-Night Is Com- 
ing.” Slim Pickens is in the foot- 
age as Allen’s chief sidekick. He, 
as well as Barcroft, Herman and 
Leonard Mimoy, .Apache chief, 
provide acceptable *support. 

The Edward J. White production 
makes good use of quite a number 
of stock shots to cover the Indian 
raids, and William Witney’s direc- 
tion keeps the pace going for a| 
fast 60 minutes. Milton Raison pro- | 
vided the screen story and John | 
MacBurnie the okay lensing. 

Brog. 





Marshal ef Cedar Reck 


Allan “Rocky” Lane western 
up te series standards; okay 
program oater. 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Republic release of Rudy Ralston pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane; fea- 
tures Eddy Waller, Phyllis Coates, Roy 
Barcroft, Bili Henry, Robert Shayne, Di- 
rected by Harry Keller. Screenplay, Al- 
bert DeMond; siory. M. Coates Webster; 
camera, John MacBurnie; editor, Tony 
Martinelli. Previewed Feb. 16, °53. Run- 
ning time, 53 MINS. 
Allan “Rocky” Lane.. Allan “Rocky” Lane 
His Stallion 1 
Nugget Clark 
Martha Clark 
Henry Mason 
Bill Anderson 
Paul Jackson 
Chris Peters 
Prison Warden 
Sheriff 
John Harper 


Phyllis Coates 

Roy Barcroft 

Bill Henry 

Robert Shayne 
John Crawford 
John Hamilton 
Kenneth MacDonald 
Herbert Lytton 


This Allan “Rocky” Lane entry 
is up to his Republic series stand- 
ards, being fast-paced and. offering 
plenty of action to satisfy in the 
western programmer market. 

Plot is the one about the railroad 
coming through and the crooked 
gent who is trying to get hold of 
all the ranches in the vailey. To 
get into this, opening finds Lane, 
a U. S. Marshal, fixing things so 
Bill Henry, a convicted bank rob- 
ber, can escape and lead the law 
to the loot. The way things turn 
out, Henry is innocent and leads 
Lane to Roy Barcroft, presumably 
respectable citizen who operates 
various rackets. He’s the one who 
sent Henry to jail and also terror- 
izes ranchers, robs stages, etc. Lane 
goes about his cleanup business | 
resolutely, making the most of the 
fisticuffs and gunplay that mark 
the script. 

Lane is a good, two-fisted hero | 
and Barcroft at home in the heavy | 
role. Eddy Waller, head of a cattle- | 
men’s association; Phyllis Coates, | 
his niece and fiancee of Henry; the 
latter, plus Robert Shayne, a Bar- | 
croft henchman, all furnish capable 
support. 

Albert DeMond scripted from a' 
story by M. Coates Webster. Lens- | 
ing and other technical credits are | 
acceptable. Brog. 





. Bleed Brothers 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


Timely reminder of the dan- 
gers of totalitarianism, using 
newsreel clips to study the 
rise to power of Hitler and 
Stalin. Could latch on to head- 
lines for good b.o. . 


Parliament Pictures presentation re- 
leased by Classic Pictures, Inc. Written 
and narrated by Quentin Reynolds; direc- 
tor, Robert Snyder; assistant director, 
Stefan Bodnariuk; art editor, Kenneth 
Snelson; assistant editor, Ronald Saland; 
musical director, Gene Forrell: sound 
technician, Robert Vincent; musical score, 
Arthur Honneger, A. Horee and Robert 
gonna. At Embassy Newsreel Theatre, 
c. ¥. Feb. 21, °53. Running time, 63 
MINS. 

For those few in this country 
whose eyes are yet to be opened to 
the dangers of dictatorship in any 
form, “Blood Brothers,” a newsreel 
compilation paralleling the rise of 
Nazism and Communism and trac- 
ing their historical roots, should 
come as a revelation. To the rest, 
the pic unravels the filmed record 
of a part of modern history with 
which they are only too familiar. 
Film has sock appeal and, with spe- 
cial handling, could be built into 
strong b.o. 

Quentin Reynolds brings his 
surefire style and delivery to both 
the script and the narration, which 
expertly relates the events and 
provides the whole with a certain 
sense of humor which, however 
grim, is nevertheless needed. Foot- 
age has been well chosen, partici- 
larly in the Soviet sequences, 
which tell the story of Stalin's 
rise and expose the farce that is 
the Russian “people’s democracy” 
today. Sequences showing the op- 
pressive Czarism and the subse- 
quent development of Commu- 
nism, with the emergence of such 
figures as Kerensky, Lenin, Trot- 


cinating even though the quality of 
the film may be poor. 

The picture expertly untangles 
the strands of prewar history to 
show the viciousness and disregard 
for individuals and their rights 
which permitted Hitler and Stalin 
to gain power, and it brings back 
vivid reminders of the 1939 Hitler- 
Stalin pact, the Chamberlain flight 
to Munich, the subsequent con- 
quering of Czechoslovakia and Po- 
land. Scenes picturing Hitler are 
overlong and lack the impression 
of newness, 

Brutality angle hasn’t been over- 
looked and is played to the hilt, 
with scenes of survivors from both 
German and Russian concentration 
camps, and a couple of real shock- 
ers showing investigators examin- 
ing victims of the infamous Katyn 
massacre. There appears to be no 
particularly good reason for in- 
cluding some of these shots, which 
contribute little and _ certainly 
aren’t the kind parents would want 
their youngsters to see. Ad yet, 
it’s just that audienee group which 
needs to see this film most if they 
are to understand the world we 
live in. : 

Robert Snyder's direction keeps 
things moving satisfactorily. Pic 
comes through with hard-hitting 
impact and has many exploitable 
angles that can tie in with today’s 
headlines. Sound recording job 
.vacillates, and the musical score fs 
unimpressive. Hift. 


Appointment in Londen 
(BRITISH) 


War story of British bombers; 
good results loom for U. S. 
market, 


London, Feb. 17. 

A British Lion release of a British Lion- 
Mayflower production. Stars Dirk Bogarde 
and Ian Hunter. Directed by Philip Lea- 
cock. Screenplay, John Wooldridge and 
Robert Westerby; camera, Stephen Dade; 
editor, V. Sagovsky; music, John Wool- 
dridge. At Leicester Square Theatre, 
London. Running time, 96 MINS. . 
Commander Tim Mason .... Dirk Bogarde 
Captain Logan Ian Hunter 
Eve Canyon Dinah Sheridan 

Bill Kerr 


Charlies Victor 
Pamela Greeno Anne Leon 
Dr. Mulvaney Walter Fitzgerald 
Smithy Anthony Shaw 


A wartime bomber station is the 
setting for this new British. film 





but. apart from a dramatic battle | 
scene over Germany, the cameras | 
rarely leave the main locale. There | 


| is only a slender plot but the story | 


is crammed with good, telling in- 
cident which sustains interest. It | 
may make a firm impression at the 
boxoffice and should get popular 
showing with good results on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

The action takes place during 
1943 when the Allies were on the 
bombing “offensive against Ger- 
many. Central character is Wing 
Commander Bogarde whose ambi- 
tion is to do 90 operational flights 
before becoming chairborne. His 
score is 89, but while he is being 
briefed for the final trip Bogarde is 
grounded on Bomber Command 
instruction. Another. pilot is in- 
jured and the Wing Commander 
steps in to lead his squadron. He 
deserves a court martial but gets 
a decoration instead. 

Cast is almost entirely all-male 
affair but two femme characters 
are introduced, Dinah Sheridan, to 
provide romantic interest, and 
Anne Leon, for pathos. There is 
no aerial, action until the final 
sequence but this is done with 
great realism. Director Philip 
Leacock has handled this episode 
particularly well for a solid climax. 

An all-round cast does a satisfy- 
ing job, with Dirk Bogarde as the 
Wing Commander leading his team 
with authority. Miss Sheridan fills 
her role with charm while Ian 
Hunter, Bill Kerr, Bryan Forbes 
and William Sylvester as principal 
characters on the airfield perform 
with assurance. Film has been 
slickly edited with some fine cam- 
era work by Stephen Dade. 

Myro. 


The Elstree Stery 
- (BRITISH) 


Semi-documentary traces Brit- 
ish production back to silent 

Ims; has appeal for older 
generation. 


: London, Feb. 10. 

Associated British-Pathe release of As- 
sociated British . production. Introduced 
by Richard Todd with commentaries by 
Norman Shelley, Georgie Henschel, Ken- 
neth Connor, Leona Sachs, Peter du 
Roch, Peter Jones and Warwick Ward. 
Directed by Gilbert Gunn. Camera, Stan- 





ley Grant; music, Philip Green; editor, 
Richard Best. Tradeshown in London. 
Running time, 62 MINS. 


_A quarter of a century of con- 
tinuous film-making at Elstree, 
going back to the last days of the 








sky and, of course, Stalin, are fas- 


silent era and the birth of sound 


films, is recorded in this semi- 
documentary. Pic has strong values 
as a museum piece. It also has 
mass appeal, particularly for the 
older generation able to recall 
some of the older classics. 

Basically, film comprises clips 
from some 40 films, mostly of the 
vintage category. But in the biend- 
ing, some typical behind-the-scenes 
shots have heen added to the in- 
tricacies of film making. Also 
introduced are some oi lesser- 
known studio personalities who 
work on the other side of the 
camera. 

In its treatment of its own 
history the Elstree producers have 
been able to laugh at their own 
masterpieces in a manner which 
reflects the changing style and 
tempo of film production. A scene 
from “Atlantic,” the picture based 
on the Titanic disaster, was in its 
day taut drama; today 
evokes hilarious response. 

Among the other vintage pieces 
featured is a scene from Hitch- 
cock’s first talking pic, ‘“Black- 
mail”; Ralph Richardson’s first 
film as Bulldog Drummond; Ger- 
trude Lawrence and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., in “Mimi” and Anna 
May Wong and Charles Laughton 
in “Piccadilly.” In the parade of 
stars’: wano worked at Elstree and 
who have since become interna- 
tional names are included Laurence 
Olivier, Michael Wilding, Stewart 
Granger, James Mason, Ray Mil- 
land and Maureen O'Hara. : 

Myro. 


‘Devil’ Eye-Opener In 
St. Loo, 406; ‘Singer’ 146 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 

Natives are getting their first 
glimpse of 3-D pix here this wee 
and even a tilted scale for “Bwana 
Devil” will not keep it from a 
sensational figure at the Ambassa- 
dor. “Ivanhoe,” playing popscale, 
looks fine at Loew’s. “Jazz Singer” 
had a good week at the Fox, with 
“Stooge” supplanting today (Tues.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 90- 
$1.20)—"‘Bwana Devil” (UA). Wow 
$40,000. Last week, “Meet Cap- 


tain Kidd” (WB) and _ stageshow, | 


fair $13,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 
Flowers” (RKO). 
(24th). Last week, “Jazz Singer” 
(WB) and “Eight Iron Men” (Col). 
Good $14,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) —| 


“Ivanhoe” (M-G). 


$19,000. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75) a | 85)—“‘Ivanhoe” 


“Savage” (Par) and “Tropic Zone” 
(Par). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
“Meet Me At Fair’ (20th) and 
“Thunder in East” (Par), $7,000. 
Shady Oak (St. L. Amus) (800; 
90—“‘Face to Face’. (RKO). Nice 
$4,500. Last week, “Thief of 
Venice” (20th) (2d wk), $4,000. 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 50-60)— 
Shuttered. Last week, “Million 
Dollar Mermaid” (M-G) and ‘“Des- 
perate Search” (M-G), oke $3,500. 


‘Hans’ Hefty $30,000, 
Balto; ‘Wac’ Big 12G 


Baltimore, Feb. 24. 

Brighter grosses are being reg- 
istered here currently, sparked by 
entry of new product and fine 
weather over weekend. ‘Hans 
Christian Andersen” is topping 
town easily at the newly reopened 
Hippodrome with smash figure. 
“Never Wave at a Wac” is sock at 
the Town while “Ivanhoe,” at the 
Century pulled them in at pop 
prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) 13,000; 20- 
70)—"Mississippi Gambler” (U). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G) at pop prices 
came through with solid $10,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
50-$1.25)—“‘Hans Christian Ander- 
sen” (RKO). Upped scale leading to 
a fancy $30,000. House reopened 
after nine month hiatus. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 25- 
90)—‘‘Stooge” (Par) (3d wk). Still 
big $8,000 after $9,700 for second. 
Holding a fourth. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90)— 
“Face to Face” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Okay $2,300 after $3,900 opener. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 70)— 
“Lawless Breed” (U) (2d wk). Fair 
$4,200 after’ good $5.000 first week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“Taxi” (20th). Moderate peers. 
Last week, “Niagara” (20th) (2d 
wk), $6,500 . 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (430; 50- 
90)—"‘Happy Time” (Col) (2d wk). 
Holding: nicely at $4,100 after 
$4,400 first session. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280 25-75)—“Man 
Behind Gun” (WB). Modest $9,700. 
Last week, “Bwana Devil” (UA) (3d 
wk), $12,000 at upped prices. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
“Never Wave at Wac” (RKO). Rous- 
ing $12,000. Last week, “Bad and 
Beautiful” (M-G) (2d wk), $7,800. 





*| 000 last week. Stays on. 


60-75) —| run totals. 
“Stooge” (Par) Me peaed Twender | well it is holding another week at 


Nice $14,000.| (AA). Fair $6,000. Last week, “My 
Last week, “Naked Spur” (M-G)| pal Gus” (20th) and “If Moscow 


and “Rogue’s March” (M-G), sock | Strikes” (Indie), $5.500. 


Wednesday, February 25, 1953 


Picture 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
topped by Dagmar. Accent on sex 
paying off to tune of big $27,000. 
Last week, “Meet Me At Fair”, 
(20th) plus vaude, $19,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 55-80) 
—‘“Ivanhoe” (M-G). At popscale, 
sturdy $9,000. Stays. Previous 
upped-scale run lasted five weeks. 
Last week, “Cousin Rachel” (20th) 
| (4th wk), $5,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (372; 55-$1)— 
“High Noon” (UA) (8th wk). Fine 
$4,500 for stage of run. Same last 
week. Holds. 





it only | «peter Pan” (RKO-Disney). Wham | 


1$35,000 for second consecutive 
| week to break all records for this 
sca'e. Holds indef. ~ 

| Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 
| 90-$1.25)—“‘Hans Christian Ander- 
| sen” (RKO). Sock $25,000 despite 
mixed notices. Holds. Last week, 
“Torpedo Alley” (AA), so-so $4,500 
in 6 days at regular scale. 

-Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 55-85)— 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) (2d wk). 
Fine $16,000 after sock $21,000 
last week. Moves on. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (435: 55-$1) 
—‘Little Sheba” (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $9,000 after $10,500 last week 


Holds. 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 55-85)— 
“Jazz Singer’ (WB). Pleasing $12,- 
000. Last week, “Bwana Devil” 
| (UA) (3d wk), firm $9,500 at upped 
| scale. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 55-$1)— 
|“Androcles and Lion” (RKO) (2d 
| wk). Oke $6,000 after fancy $9,- 








‘Devil’ Bangup $30,000, 
Denver; ‘Gunsmoke’ 186 


Denver, Feb. 24. 

“Bwana Devil” is packing the 
Orpheum here this week and is 
| big enough to justify a holdover 
| but because of tight bookings, it 
i has to go out. Severe snowstorm 
| at start of week clipped many first- 
“Ivanhoe” is doing so 


| the Broadway. ‘“‘“Gunsmoke” shapes 
|, stout in three locations. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
Gunsmoke” (U) and “Jungle Girl’ 


“ 


Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1.200; 50- 
(M-G). Fine §$9,- 
| 000 Holds, Last week, on reis- 
; Sues, 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
| —‘‘Stooge” (Par) (3d wk). Good $9,- 
| 000. Last week, $12,500. - 
| Denver (Fox) (2.525; 50-85)— 

“Treasure Golden Condor’ (20th) 
and “Star of Texas” (AA). Good 
| $15,000. Last week, “Mississippi 
| Gambler” (U), $20,000. 
Esquire’ (Fox) (742; 50-85)— 
“Treasure Golden Condor” (20th) 
and “Star of Texas’ (AA). Nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Mississippi 
Gambler” (U), $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) ‘2,600: 50-85)— 
“Bwana Devil” (UA). Big $30.000. 
Last week, “Angel Face” (RKO) 
and “Dangerous Years” (20th), 


$11,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 
50-85)—“‘All Ashore’ (Col) and 
“Pathfinder” (Col). Trim $13,000 
or over. Last week, “Naked Spur” 
(M-G) and “Hoaxters” ‘M-G), (2d 
wk), $18,000. 
_ Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)— 
“Gunsmoke” (Ui and “Jungle 
Girl” (AA). Big $9,000. Last week, 
“Pal Gus” (20th) and “If Moscow 
Strikes” (Indie), $6,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 50-85)—“Bar- 
ber of Seville” (Indie). Fair $2,- 
000. Last week, “Under Red Sea” 
(RKO), $1,800. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)— 
“Gunsmoke” (U) and “Jungle Girl” 
(AA). Good $3,000. Last week, 
“Pal Gus” (20th) and “If Moscow 
Strikes” (Indie), $2,750. 


3-D or Not 3-D 


Continued from page 7 
aiming for. CinemaScope’s big fea- 
ture being the panoramic view of 
the subject matter without the 
stress on depth. 

Another obstacle yet to be hur- 
‘dled centers on simplification. 3-D 
requires two strips of film to be 
projected in synchronization for 
the optical effect. This means, of 
course, duai projection. One of 
the strips could be placed over the 
other- and thus be thrown on ‘the 
screen with a single machine, but 
then the film could not be used 
on standard, or 2-D, screens. Im- 
portant feature of the polaroid 
processes is that the product can 








Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 90-$1.25)— | 


Grosses 


Peter Pan’ Record 44G 
In Cleve.; ‘Confess’ 136, 
‘Sheba’ Sturdy $14,000 


Cleveland, Feb, 24. 

Standout here in current lap is 
“Peter Pan,” soaring to new rec- 
ord and holdover. “Niagara” and 
Marilyn Monroe ballyhoo shapes 
only okay at the Hipp. “I Confess” 
looms good at the Allen. Stiil- 
man’s “Come Back, Little Sheba” 
looks big while “Ivanhoe,” back 
ne run at State, is doing 
| well. 











Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners). (3,000; 55-85)— 
| “I Confess” (WB). Good $13,000, 
| Last week, “Jazz Singer” (WB), 
same, 

Hipp (Telemanagement) (3.700; 
55-85) — “Niagara” (20th). Okay 
$14,500. Last week, “Taxi” (20th), 
| $10,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
55-85)—“‘Under Red Sea” (RKO). 
Fair $2,500. Last week, “Sinners” 
(Indie) (7th wk), $2,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,300 55-85)— 
“Naked Spur” (M-G) (m.o.). Fancy 
$7,000. Last week, “Tropic Zone” 
(Par), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 50-$1.19)— 
“Peter Pan’ (RKO). New high at 
wow $44,000. Last week, “Down to 
Sea in Ships” (Indie) and “Ameri- 
ean Guerrillas Philippines” (Indie) 
(reissues), $8,500 at 85c top. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-85)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Oke $11,000 on 
return visit. Last week “Naked 
Spur” (M-G), $14,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-85) 
—‘“Little Sheba” (Par). Big $14.- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Bad and 
Beautiful” (M-G) (m.o.), $6,000. 


IVANHOE’ LUSTY 116, 
INDPLS.; ‘SINGER’ $9,000 


Ri. Indianapolis, Feb. 24. 
Biz is spotty at first-runs here 

this stanza, cold wave over week- 
end hurting some. “Niagara” at 
Indiana and “Ivanhoe” at Loew’s 
are running close for top money, 
both doing nicely. “Jazz Singer’ 
at Circle it looks neat. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
76)—‘“Jazz Singer” (WB). Neat 
$9.000. Last week, ‘“‘Cousin Rachel” 
(20th) and “No Time for Flowers” 
(RKO), $7,500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76) — 
“Niagara” (20th) and “Captive 
Women” (RKO). + Nice $11,000. 
Last week, “Stooge” (Par), hefty 
$14,500. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 50-76) — 
“Reaching from Heaven” (Indie), 
Mild $4,500. Last week, second- 
run, 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-76) — 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Nifty $11,000 on 
popscale run. Last week, “Naked 
Spur” (M-G) and “Target Hong 
Kong” (Col), $12,000. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)—‘The 
“Stooge” (Par) (m.o.). Stout 
$5.500 in 5 days. Last week, 
“Great White Hunter” (Lip) and 
“Captain Kidd” (Lip) (reissues), 


‘Bali’ Torrid $30,000, 
Mont’; ‘Confess’ 17G, 2d 


Montreal, Feb. 24. 

Standout newcomers here this 
week is “Road to Bali,” terrific at 
Loew's. “I Confess” continues 
very big in second stanza at Palace 
while “Iron Mistress” is in a like 
category in second round at 
Princess. “Happy Time” is rated 
trim at Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60) — 
“I Confess” (WB) (2d wk). Still 
very strong $17,000 following great 
$24,000 in first round. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Happy Time” (Col), Trim $15,- 
000. Last week, “Blackbeard 
Pirate” (RKO), $16,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Iron Mistress’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Continues sturdy with $11,000 
after solid $14,000 opening week. 

Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Road to’ Bali” (Par). Terrific 

0,000. Last week, “Stars, Stripes 

orever” (20th) (24 wk), $17,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Cattle Town” (WB) and “Girl in 
Case” (WB). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Blazing Forest” (Par) and 
“Mine With Iron Door” (Par), 
$7,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Strange Fascination” (Col) and 
“Target Hong Kong” (Col), Fine 
$8,000. Last week, “K. C. Confi- 
dential” (RKO) and “Overland 











\be used either way. 


| Telegraph” (RKO) (2d wk), dull 
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Film Reviews 


Continued from page 6 je—_asseeeeoe 





Old Overland Trail 


sings three tunes, two traditional 
and “Cowboy’s Dream of Heaven,” 
cleffed by Jack Elliott. Two p.d.’s 
are “Just A Wandrin’ Buckaroo,” 
done with an echo-chamber effect, 
and “Work For the-Night Is Com- 
ing.” Slim Pickens is in the foot- 
age as Allen’s chief sidekick. He, 
as well as Barcroft, Herman and 
Leonard Mimoy, .Apache chief, 
provide acceptable «support. 

The Edward J. White production 
makes good use of quite a number 
of stock shots to cover the Indian 





raids, and William Witney’s direc- 
tion keeps the pace going for a} 
fast 60 minutes. Milton Raison pro- | 
vided the screen story and John | 
MacBurnie the okay lensing. 

Brog. 


Marshal ef Cedar Reck 


Allan “Rocky” Lane western 
up te series standards; okay 
program oater. 


Hollywood, Feb. 17. 

Republic release of Rudy Ralston pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane; fea- 
tures Eddy Waller, Phyllis Coates, Roy 
Barcroft, Bili Henry, Robert Shayne, Di- 
rected by Harry Keller. Screenplay, Al- 
bert DeMond; siory. M. Coates Webster; 
camera, John MacBurnie; editor, Tony 
Martinelli. Previewed Feb. 16, °53. Run- 
ning time, 53 MINS. 
Allan “Rocky” Lane.. Allan “Rocky” Lane 
His Stallion Black Jack 
Nugget Clark Eddy Walle 
Martha Clark Phyllis Coates 
Henry Mason Roy Barcroft 
Bill Anderson Bill Henry 
Paul Jackson Robert Shayne 
Chris Peters John Crawford 
Prison Warden John Hamilton 
Sheriff Kenneth MacDonald 
John Harper Herbert Lytton 


This Allan “Rocky” Lane entry 
is up to his Republic series stand- 
ards, being fast-paced and. offering 
plenty of action to satisfy in the 
western programmer market. 

Plot is the one about the railroad 
coming through and the crooked 
gent who is trying to get hold of 
all the ranches in the valley. To 
get into this, opening finds Lane, 
a U. S. Marshal, fixing things so 
Bill Henry, a convicted bank rob- 
ber, can escape and lead the law 
to the loot. The way things turn 
out, Henry is innocent and leads 
Lane to Roy Barcroft, presumably 
respectable citizen who operates 
various rackets. He’s the one who 
sent Henry to jail and also terror- 
izes ranchers, robs stages, etc. Lane 
goes about his cleanup business 
resolutely, making the most of the 
fisticuffs and gunplay that mark 
the script. 





cinating even though the quality of 
the film may be poor. 

The picture expertly untangles 
the strands of prewar history to 
show the viciousness and disregard 
for individuals and their rights 
which permitted Hitler and Stalin 
to gain power, and it brings back 
vivid reminders of the 1939 Hitler- 
Stalin pact, the Chamberlain flight 
to Munich, the subsequent con- 
quering of Czechoslovakia and Po- 
land. Scenes picturing Hitler are 
overlong and lack the impression 
of newness, 

Brutality angle hasn’t been over- 
looked and is played to the hilt, 
with scenes of survivors from both 
German and Russian concentration 
camps, and a couple of real shock- 
ers showing investigators examin- 
ing victims of the infamous Katyn 
massacre. There appears to be no 
particularly good reason for in- 
cluding some of these shots, which 
contribute little and _ certainly 
aren’t the kind parents would want 
their youngsters to see. Ad yet, 
it’s just that audience group which 
needs to see this film most if they 
are to understand the world we 
live in. - 

Robert Snyder's direction keeps 
things moving satisfactorily. Pic 
comes through with hard-hitting 
impact and has many exploitable 
angles that can tie in with today’s 
headlines. Sound recording job 
.vacillates, and the musical score is 
unimpressive. Hift. 


Appointment in Londen 
(BRITISH) 


War story of British bombers; 
good results loom for U. S. 
market, 


London, Feb. 17. 

A British Lion release of a British Lion- 
Mayflower production. Stars Dirk Bogarde 
and Ian Hunter. Directed by Philip Lea- 
cock. Screenplay, John Wooldridge and 
Robert Westerby: camera, Stephen Dade; 
editor, V. Sagovsky;: music, John Wool- 
dridge. At Leicester Square Theatre, 
London. Running time, 96 MINS. . 
Commander Tim Mason .... Dirk Bogarde 
Captain Logan Ian Hunter 
Eve Canyon Dinah Sheridan 
Lieut. Bill Brown ..... Dossseses Bill Kerr 
Pilot Officer Greeno ...-.. Bryan Forbes 
Mae . William Sylvester 
"Dobbie Charlies Victor 
Pamela Greeno Anne Leon 
Dr. Mulvaney Walter Fitzgerald 
Smithy Anthony Shaw 


A wartime bomber station is the 
setting for this new British. film 
but. apart from a dramatic battle 
scene over Germany, the cameras 


rarely leave the main locale. There | 


is only a slender plot but the story 





films, is recorded in this semi- 
documentary. Pic has strong values 
as a museum piece, It also has 
mass appeal, particularly for the 
older generation able to recall 
some of the older classics. 

Basically, film comprises clips 
from some 40 films, mostly of the 
vintage category. But in the biend- 
ing, some typical behind-the-scenes 
shots have heen added to the in- 
tricacies of film making. Also 
introduced are some of lesser- 
known studio personalities who 
work on the other side of the 
camera. 

In its treatment of its own 
history the Elstree producers have 
been able to laugh at their own 
masterpieces in a manner which 
reflects the changing style and 
tempo of film production. A scene 
from “Atlantic,” the picture based 
on the Titanic disaster, was in its 
day taut drama; 
evokes hilarious response. 

Among the other vintage pieces 
featured is a scene from Hitch- 
cock’s first talking pic, ‘“‘Black- 
mail”; Ralph Richardson’s first 
film as Bulldog Drummond; Ger- 
trude Lawrence and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., in “Mimi” and Anna 
May Wong and Charles Laughton 
in “Piccadilly.” In the parade of 
stars’: who worked at Elstree and 
who have since become interna- 
tional names are included Laurence 
Olivier, Michael Wilding, Stewart 
Granger, James Mason, Ray Mil- 
land and Maureen O'Hara. } 

Myro. 


‘Devil’ Eye-Opener In 


St. Loo, 406; ‘Singer’ 146) 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 
Natives are getting their first 
glimpse of 3-D pix here this week, 
and even a tilted scale for “Bwana 


dor. “Ivanhoe,” playing popscale, 
looks fine at Loew’s. “Jazz Singer” 
had a good week at the Fox, with 
“Stooge” supplanting today (Tues.). 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 90- 
$1.20)—"‘Bwana Devil” (UA). Wow 
$40,000. Last week, “Meet Cap- 
tain Kidd” (WB) and stageshow, 
(F&M) 60-75) — 


Fox (5,000; 


today it only | 


| sen” (RKO). 
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Picture 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
topped by Dagmar. Accent on sex 
paying off to tune of big $27,000. 
Last week, “Meet Me At 
(20th) plus vaude, $19,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 55-80) 
—‘“Ivanhoe” (M-G). At popscale, 
sturdy $9,000. Stays. Previous 
upped-scale run lasted five weeks. 
Last week, “Cousin Rachel” (20th) 
(4th wk), $5,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) 
“High Noon” (UA) (8th wk). Fine 
$4,500 for stage of run. Same last 
week. Holds. 





Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 90-$1.25)— | 
“Peter Pan” (RKO-Disney). Wham | 


$35,000 for second consecutive 
week to break all records for this 
sca'e. Holds indef. ~ 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200: 
90-$1.25)—“‘Hans Christian Ander- 
Sock $25,000 despite 
mixed notices. Holds. Last week, 
“Torpedo Alley” (AA), so-so $4,500 
in 6 days at regular scale. 

-Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 55-85)— 
“Mississippi Gambler” (U) (2d wk). 
Fine $16,000 after sock $21,000 
last week. Moves on. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (435: 55-$1) 
—‘Little Sheba” (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $9,000 after $10,500 last week 


Holds. 
Warner (WB) (2,174; 55-85)— 
Pleasing $12,- 





| wk). 
| 000 last week. Stays on. 
Devil” will not keep it from a! 
sensational figure at the Ambassa- | 


“Jazz Singer” (WB). 
000. Last week, “Bwana Devil” 
(UA) (3d wk), firm $9,500 at upped 


scale. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 55-$1)— 
“Androcles and Lion’ (RKO) (2d 


Oke $6,000 after fancy $9,- 





‘Devil’ Bangup $30,000, 
Denver; ‘Gunsmoke’ 186 


Denver, Feb. 24. 
“Bwana Devil” is packing the 
Orpheum here this week and is 


| big enough to justify a holdover 
| but because of tight bookings, it 


fair $13,000 ihas to go out. 


Severe snowstorm 
at start of week clipped many first- 
run totals. “Ivanhoe” is doing so 


“Stooge” (Par) and “No Time for | we}} it is holding another week at 


Flowers” (RKO). 
(24th). 
(WB) and “Eight Iron Men” (Col). 
Good $14,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) —| 


“Ivanhoe” (M-G). 


Opened Tuesday | 


Last week, “Jazz Singer” | 


the Broadway. ““Gunsmoke” shapes 
stout in three locations. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
“Gunsmoke” (U) and “Jungle Girl” 


Nice $14,000. | (AA). Fair $6,000. Last week, “My 


Last week, “Naked Spur” (M-G)| pal Gus” (20th) and “If Moscow 


and “Rogue’s March” (M-G), sock | 


$19,000. 


Missouri (F&M) (3.500; 60-75) —- | 


Lane is a good, two-fisted hero | is crammed with good, telling in-| “Savage” (Par) and “Tropic Zone” 


and Barcroft at home in the heavy 


role. Eddy Walier, head of a cattle-| may make a firm impression at the | «eet Me 
men’s association; Phyllis Coates, | 


his niece and fiancee of Henry; the 


cident which sustains interest. It 


boxoffice and should get popular 
showing with good results on both 


latter, plus Robert Shayne, a Bar-| sides of the Atlantic. 


croft henchman, all furnish capable 
support. 
Albert DeMond scripted from a 


ing and other technical credits are 
acceptable. Brog. 


. Blood Brethers 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


Timely reminder of the dan- 
gers of totalitarianism, using 
newsreel clips to study the 
rise to power of Hitler and 
Stalin. Could latch on to head- 
lines for good b.o. . 


Parliament Pictures presentation re- 
leased by Classic Pictures, Inc. Written 
and narrated by Quentin Reynolds; direc- 
tor, Robert Snyder; assistant director, 
Stefan Bodnariuk; art editor, Kenneth 
Snelson; assistant editor, Ronald Saland; 
musical director, Gene Forrell; sound 
technician, Robert Vincent; musical score, 
Arthur Honneger, A. Horee and Robert 
ee At Embassy Newsreel Theatre, 
. Y¥., Feb. 21, °53. Running time, 63 
MINS. 

For those few in this country 
whose eyes are yet to be opened to 
the dangers of dictatorship in any 
form, “Blood Brothers,” a newsreel 
compilation paralleling the rise of 
Nazism and Communism and trac- 
ing their historical roots, should 
come as a revelation. To the rest, 
the pic unravels the filmed record 
of a part of modern history with 
which they are only too familiar. 
Film has sock appeal and, with spe- 
cial handling, could be built into 
strong b.o. 

Quentin Reynolds brings his 
surefire style and delivery to both 
the script and the narration, which 

expertly relates the events and 
provides the whole with a certain 
sense of humor which, however 
grim, is nevertheless needed. Foot- 
age has been well chosen, particii- 
larly in the Soviet sequences. 
which tell the story of Stalin's 
rise and expose the farce that is 
the Russian “people’s democracy” 
today. Sequences showing the op- 
pressive Czarism and the subse- 
quent development of Commu- 
nism, with the emergence of such 
figures as Kerensky, Lenin, Trot- 
sky and, of course, Stalin, are fas- 


story by M. Coates Webster. Lens- | 


The action takes place during 
1943 when the Allies were on the 
bombing “offensive against Ger- 
many. Central character is Wing 
Commander Bogarde whose ambi- 
tion is to do 90 operational flights 
before becoming chairborne. His 
score is 89, but while he is being 
briefed for the final trip Bogarde is 
grounded on Bomber Command 
instruction. Another. pilot is in- 
jured and the Wing Commander 
steps in to lead his squadron. He 
deserves a court martial but gets 
a decoration instead. 

Cast is almost entirely all-male 
affair but two femme characters 
are introduced, Dinah Sheridan, to 
provide romantic interest, and 
Anne Leon, for pathos. There is 
no aerial action until the final 
sequence but this is done with 
great realism. Director Philip 
Leacock has handled this episode 
particularly well for a solid climax. 

An all-round cast does a satisfy- 
ing job, with Dirk Bogarde as the 
Wing Commander leading his team 
with authority. Miss Sheridan fills 
her role with charm while Ian 
Hunter, Bill Kerr, Bryan Forbes 
and William Sylvester as principal 
characters on the airfield perform 
with assurance. Film has been 
slickly edited with some fine cam- 
era work by Stephen Dade. 

Myro. 


The Elstree St 
- (BRITISH) 


Semi-documentary traces Brit- 
ish production back to silent 
Ims; has appeal for older 
generation, 


: London, Feb. 10. 

Associated British-Pathe release of As- 
sociated British .production. Introduced 
by Richard Todd with commentaries by 
Norman Shelley, Geo Henschel, Ken- 
neth Connor, Leona Sachs, Peter du 
Roch, Peter Jones and Warwick Ward. 
Directed by Gilbert Gunn. Camera, Stan- 
ley Grant; music, Philip Green; editor, 
Richard Best. Tradeshown in London. 
Running time, 62 MINS. 


_A quarter of a century of con- 
tinuous film-making at Elstree, 
going back to the last days of the 





silent era and the birth of sound 








(Par). Fair $9,000. 
At Fair’ (20th) and 


“Thunder in East” (Par), $7,000. 


Shady Oak ‘St. L. Amus) (800; | 
Nice | 


90)—“‘Face to Face’. (RKO). 
$4,500. Last week, “Thief of 
Venice” (20th) (2d wk), $4,000. 
Shubert (Ind) 
Shuttered. 


| 000 
Last week, | sues, 


(1,500; 50-60)—) 
Last week, “Million | 
Dollar Mermaid” (M-G) and “Des- | 


Strikes” (Indie), $5,500. 

Broadway (‘Wolfberg) (1.200; 50- 
85)—“‘Ivanhoe” (M-G). Fine §$9,- 
Holds, Last week, on reis- 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—‘‘Stooge” (Par) (3d wk). Good $9,- 
000. Last week, $12,500. - 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 50-85)— 
“Treasure Golden Condor’ (20th) 
and “Star of Texas” (AA). Good 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Mississippi 
Gambler” (U), $20,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-85)— 


perate Search” (M-G), oke $3,500.| “Treasure Golden Condor” (20th) 





‘Hans’ Hefty $30,000, 
Balto; ‘Wac’ Big 12G 


Baltimore, Feb. 24. 

Brighter grosses are being reg- 
istered here currently, sparked by 
entry of new product and fine 
weather over weekend. ‘Hans 
Christian Andersen” is topping 
town easily at the newly reopened 
Hippodrome with smash figure. 
“Never Wave at a Wac” is sock at 
the Town while “Ivanhoe,” at the 
Century pulled them in at pop 
prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) 13,000; 20- 
70)—"‘Mississippi Gambler” (U). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G) at pop prices 
came through with solid $10,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
50-$1.25)—“‘Hans Christian Ander- 
sen” (RKO). Upped scale leading to 
a fancy $30,000. House reopened 
after nine month hiatus. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 25- 
90)—“‘Stooge” (Par) (3d wk). Still 
big $8,000 after $9,700 for second. 
Holding a fourth. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90)— 
“Face to Face” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Okay $2,300 after $3,900 opener. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 70)— 
“Lawless Breed” (U) (2d wk). Fair 
$4,200 after good $5,000 first week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800/ 20-70)— 
“Taxi” (20th). Moderate 900. 
Last week, “Niagara” (20th) (2d 
wk), $6,500 . 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (430; 50- 
90)—“‘Happy Time” (Col) (2d wk). 
Holding: nicely at $4,100 after 
$4,400 first session. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280 25-75)—“Man 
Behind Gun” (WB). Modest $9,700. 
Last week, “Bwana Devil” (UA) (3d 
wk), $12,000 at upped prices. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
“Never Wave at Wac” (RKO). Rous- 
ing $12,000. Last week, “Bad and 
Beautiful” (M-G) (2d wk), $7,800. 





and “Star of Texas’ (AA). 
$3,000. Last week, 
Gambler” (U), $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) ‘2,600: 50-85)— 
“Bwana Devil” (UA). Big $30.000. 
Last week, “Angel Face’ (RKO) 
and “Dangerous Years” (20th), 


$11,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 

50-85)—“‘All Ashore’ (Col) and 
(Col). Trim $13,000 


Nice 
“Mississippi 


“Pathfinder” 
or over. Last week, “Naked Spur” 
(M-G) and “Hoaxters” ‘M-G), (2d 
wk), $18,000. 

_ Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)— 
“Gunsmoke” (Ui and “Jungle 
Girl” (AA). Big $9,000. Last week, 
“Pal Gus” (20th) and “If Moscow 
Strikes” (Indie), $6,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 50-85)—“Bar- 
ber of Seville’ (Indie). Fair $2,- 
000. Last week, “Under Red Sea” 
(RKO), $1,800. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)— 
“Gunsmoke” (U) and “Jungle Girl” 
(AA). Good $3,000. Last week, 
“Pal Gus” (20th) and “If Moscow 
Strikes” (Indie), $2,750. 


3-D or Not 3-D 


Continued from page 7 
aiming for. CinemaScope’s big fea- 
ture being the panoramic view of 
the subject matter without the 
stress on depth. 

Another obstacle yet to be hur- 





‘dled centers on simplification. 3-D 


requires two strips of film to be 
projected in synchronization for 
the optical effect. This means, of 
course, duai projection. One of 
the strips could be placed over the 
other- and thus be thrown on ‘the 
screen with a single machine, but 
then the film could not be used 
on standard, or 2-D, screens. Im- 
portant feature of the polaroid 
processes is that the product can 
be used either way. 


Fair”, 


Grosses 


Peter Pan’ Record 44G 
In Cleve.; ‘Confess’ 136, 
‘Sheba’ Sturdy $14,000 


Cleveland, Feb, 24. 
Standout here in current lap is 
“Peter Pan,” soaring to new rec- 
ord and holdover. “Niagara” and 





(372; 55-$1)— | 


Marilyn Monroe ballyhoo shapes 
only okay at the Hipp. “I Confess” 
looms good at the Allen. Stiil- 
man’s “Come Back, Little Sheba” 





| Last 





looks big while “Ivanhoe,” back 
for popscale run at State, is doing 
well. } 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners). (3,000; 55-85)— 
“I Confess” (WB). Good $13,000, 
“Jazz Singer” (WB), 


Hipp (Telemanagement) (3.700; 
55-85) — “Niagara” (20th). Okay 
$14,500. Last week, “Taxi” (20th), 


week, 
same. 


| $10,000. 


Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
55-85)—“‘Under Red Sea” (RKO), 
Fair $2,500. Last week, “Sinners” 
(Indie) (7th wk), $2,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,300/ 55-85)— 
“Naked Spur” (M-G) (m.o.). Fancy 
$7,000. Last week, “Tropic Zone” 
(Par), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 50-$1.19)— 
“Peter Pan’ (RKO). New high at 
wow $44,000. Last week, “Down to 
Sea in Ships” (Indie) and “Ameri- 
ean Guerrillas Philippines” (Indie) 
(reissues), $8,500 at 85c top. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-85)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Oke $11,000 on 
return visit. Last week “Naked 
Spur” (M-G), $14,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-85) 
—‘“Little Sheba” (Par). Big $14.- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Bad and 
Beautiful” (M-G) (m.o.), $6,000. 


IVANHOE’ LUSTY 116, 
INDPLS.; ‘SINGER’ $9,000 


; Indianapolis, Feb. 24. 

Biz is spotty at first-runs here 
this stanza, cold wave over week- 
end hurting some. “Niagara” at 
Indiana and “Ivanhoe” at Loew’s 
are running close for top money, 
both doing nicely. “Jazz Singer’ 
at Circle it looks neat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
76)—“Jazz Singer’ (WB). Neat 
$9.000. Last week, “‘Cousin Rachel” 
(20th) and “No Time for Flowers” 
(RKO), $7,500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76) — 
“Niagara” (20th) and “Captive 
Women” (RKO). * Nice $11,000. 
Last week, “Stooge” (Par), hefty 


$14,500. 
(C-D) (1,300; 50-76) — 





Keith’s 
“Reaching from Heaven” (Indie), 
Mild $4,500. Last week, second- 
run. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-76) — 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G), Nifty $11,000 on 
popscale run. Last week, “Naked 
Spur” (M-G) and “Target Hong 
Kong” (Col), $12,000. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)—‘The 
“Stooge” (Par) (m.o.). Stout 
$5.500 in 5 days. Last week, 
“Great White Hunter” (Lip) and 
“Captain Kidd” (Lip) (reissues), 


‘Bali’ Torrid $30,000, 
Mont’; ‘Confess’ 17G, 2d 


Montreal, Feb. 24. 

Standout newcomers here this 
week is “Road to Bali,” terrific at 
Loew's. “I Confess” continues 
very big in second stanza at Palace 
while “Iron Mistress” is in a like 
category in second round at 
Princess. “Happy Time” is rated 
trim at Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60) — 
“I Confess’ (WB) (2d wk). Still 
very strong $17,000 following great 
$24,000 in first round. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Happy Time” (Col), Trim $15,- 
000. Last week, “Blackbeard 
Pirate” (RKO), $16,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Iron Mistress’ (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Continues sturdy with $11,000 
after solid $14,000 opening week. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Road to' Bali” (Par). Terrific 

0,000. Last week, “Stars, Stripes 

orever” (20th) (24 wk), $17,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Cattle Town” (WB) and “Girl in 
Case” (WB). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Blazing Forest” (Par) and 
“Mine With Iron Door” (Par), 
$7,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Strange Fascination” (Col) and 
“Target Hong Kong” (Col), Fine 
$8,000. Last week, “K. C. Confi- 
dential” (RKO) and “Overland 





Fr taeal (RKO) (2d wk), dull 
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THEY DROVE THE GOLDEN HERD 


a thousand miles through Apache ambush! 



























































HERBERT J. YATES 


presents 





starring 


ROD ARLEEN FORREST. KATY 
CAMERON - WHELAN - TUCKER - JURADO 
with RODOLFO ACOSTA * ROY ROBERTS + BOB STEELE » HARRY CAREY, JR. 


Screen Play By STEVE FISHER * Based on the Novel “THE GOLDEN HERD” 
By CURT CARROLL * Associcts Producer-Director JOSEPH KANE 
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Legion has taken upon itself the 
role of judge and jury, he ex- 
ained: 

awe have never endeavored to 
judge or to clear anyone. We have 
given the facts to the public so 
that the people can judge. We are 
alerting them to the danger be- 
cause we feel that the public must 
have full knowledge before taking 
any action.” 

He also said he would ask the 
Legion’s national executive board 
to petition the Government to take 
action in the case of the picture be- 
ing made in New Mexico by film 
workers who have been named as 
Communists. 





OK B.O. in D. C. 
Washington, Feb. 24. 

“Limelight,” which opened last 
Thursday (19) at the Plaza and Lit- 
tle Theatres, has been playing to 
“good audiences,” despite picketing 
by the American Legion, according 
to Samuel Roth, operator of the 
two houses. Roth said opening day 
was not up to expectation at the 


Gough Defends 


Continued from page 4 





$1.25 top scale but that attendance 
has been building since. 


Legionnaires have picketed both | 


theatres but only in the evenings | 
from about 7 to 9:30 p.m. Pickets 
carry signs reading “Does Chaplin’s 
Pro-Communist Record Deserve 
Public Support” and “American 
Legion Suggests That You Con- 
sider Chaplin’s Pro-Communist 
Record.” The Legionnaires also 
distribute handbills listing Chap- 
lin’s alleged pro-Commy affilia- 
tions. 





B’klyn Pest Defends ‘Limelight’ 


American Legion and exhibs who 
have refused to show “Limelight” 
because of the Legion’s interfer- 
ence with the pic are rapped in a 
resolution passed by the Brooklyn 
Bedford-Eastern Parkway chapter 
of the American Veterans Commit- 
tee. Unit forwarded the resolution 
to the Allied States Assn., calling 
upon that outfit to resist any 
Legion “pressure” against exhibit- 
ing the Charles Chaplin production. 

This was the second such action 
against the Legion. Earlier this 
month the motion picture chapter 
of the AVC similarly attacked it. 

Bernard Segelin, chairman of the 
Brooklyn post, said the member- 
ship unanimously “deplored the 
willingness of exhibitors to submit 
to unwarranted demands of this 
pressure group. This AVC chapter 
felt that the action of the theatre- 
owners carries ominous implica- 


tion, 





tions for the future of American 
democracy and the freedom of dis- 
cussion upon which that democracy 
is based.” 


Specifically cited for having 
nixed “Limelight” was Fox West 


Coast Theatres. 





N. O. Daily Raps Legion Nix 
New Orleans, Feb. 24. 
Withdrawal of Charles Chaplin’s 
“Limelight” from the RKQ Or- 
pheum here recently at the request 
of the American Legion was 
termed “regrettable on several 
counts” in an editorial Wednes- 
day (18) by The Item, leading 
afternoon sheet here. 


“The Legion has been a valu-| 


able advocate of American ideals,” 


the editorial stated, “but in its ac- | 


tions of this kind it does the com- 
munity and the nation a disserv- 
ice. Anybody who believes that 
Chaplin is unpatriotic has a right 
to criticize him. Most Americans 
would agree that the actor has 
laid himself open to severe cen- 
sure in a number of ways. It is 
something else, however, for pri- 
vate citizens to undertake punitive 
action against a person who has 
not been proven guilty of violating 
any U. S. laws. In this country a 
man is considered innocent until 
he is formally convicted. In addi- 
thousands of Orleanians 
wanted to see ‘Limelight.’ The 
film was doing well at the boxof- 
fice. 

“Thus, 
withdrawal of the picture and the 
film officials who agreed to it are 
in the position of telling Orlean- 
ians what movies they can see and 
what they cannot. This is nothing 
less than censorship. 

“In this connection, it is inter- 
esting to note the recommenda- 
tion of J. M. Lopez, tocal FBI 
chief, made to a Legion post the 
other day. He praised the Legion’s 
aid to the FBI and asked that it 
be continued. But he also sug- 
gested the Legion should be alert 
to discourage unwise or hurried 
actions on a vigilante nature. 

“Altogether, it would seem that 
the ‘Limelight’ episode has weak- 
ened, not advanced, the tradition 
of American freedom.” 

The Avenue, art and foreign pix 
house, booked “Limelight” Satur- 
day (21) for extended engagement. 
Biz reported “fair” opening day. 





James Stewart will star in Para- 
mount’s “Strategic Air Command,” 
— cooperation of the U. S. Air 

orce. 


















You may remember 
Mayer. Not Louis 
B., not the old gray, 
but Arthur—the fellow who (1) 
used to run those horror films 
at the Rialto, (2) imported 
foreign films which actually 
grossed almost as much as th 
claimed to, and (3) did odd 
jobs for dear old Compo. 

Now Mayer, uerading 
as an author, tells all—or a 
little more than all: stories about 
hundreds of people you know 
including, perhaps, yourself.* 

















Groucho Marx, who ought to know, 
RTHUR MAYER’S 
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which ought to know, 
says it’s truly colossal. 


rety, 












Get a uickly at your 
nearest Ao A ayer a - 
gests that those of his friends 
who have never gone into a 
bookstore can get MERELY 
‘Corossat hot off the griddle by 
sending $3.50 with their name 
and address to Simon AnD 
SCHUSTER, PUBLISHERS, Dept. 
M-5, 630 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 20. 

* If your name is not in the index, 
complain direct to Arthur Mayer. 


He may put you in the next 
edition. 














GF The New York Times calls t “rambunctiously entertaining.” 


GF Motion Picture Daily soys it is “better entertainment for 
members of the industry than enything TV hat te offer.” 


+ BH According te Pilm Deily, 
t OF Variety calle it “a refresher course in real showmanship.” | 


it’s @ “must” for meviemen. 
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the group who asked | 





Cinerama Execs 
Scouting London 


Preliminary survey leading to 
the establishment of a Cinerama 
showcase in London will get under- 
way early next month when Ciner- 
ama prexy Dudley Roberts, Jr., and 
executive veepee Frank Smith visit 
Britain, 


take the quest for a theatre best 
suited to present the new medium. 


Originally, Sir Alexander Korda 
was slated to receive both the pro- 
duction and exhibition rights to 
Cinerama for England and western 
Europe. Korda’s arrangement, 
made with Michael Todd, who is 
no longer connected with Ciner- 
ama, was described by a company 
spokesman as merely “an agree- 
ment to agree,” with no formal 
pact being inked. In addition, Kor- 
da encountered some _difficulty 
with the government regarding the 
payment of royalties to Cinerama, 
Inc., the company which manufac- 
turers the equipment needed for 
the production and exhibition of 
Cinerama product. 

One aspect of Roberts’ and 
Smith's London visit is to reach 
some agreement with British au- 


thorities regarding the royalty pay-" 


ments. Whéther Cinerama will seek 
a partnership arrangement with 
British filmites has not been dis- 
closed. 

















Cinerama Mfr. 
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public offering of $2,000,000 in 4% 
convertible debentures, due _ in 
1958. It’s no secret that 20th-Fox’s 
announcement of CinemaScope, 
said to be similar to Cinerama, had 
a downbeat effect on Cinerama, 
Ine.’s financial structure. However, 
company officials are convinced 
that once it gets started in equip- 
ping more Cinerama theatres and 
manufacturing additional cameras 
for production, its stock will again 
find public favor. Manufacture of 
the cameras as well as the special 
projectors, it’s indicated, is a time- 
consuming project. An additional 
five cameras have been completed 
and four are currently in. produc- 
tion. 
From the exhibition standpoint, 
Cinerama biz continues socko. On 
the basis. of the presentation of 
its initial entry, at the Broadway 
Theatre, N. Y., it’s estimated that 
the Main Stem run should gross 
in the neighborhood of $2,000,000. 
Cinerama is maintaining a class 
policy with its legit-like aura. The 
two-a-day policy enables the outfit 
to line up benefit shows as well as 
hefty convention business. Its tick- 
ets are still among the hottest at 
the brokers. 

With the Detroit opening, first 
outside of New York, set for March 
23, advance mail-orders totalled 








6,955 within four days following 
the initial announcement of the 
preem. Across-the-counter ticket 
sales will not begin until March 1, 
when the boxoffice opens. 








N. Y. Theatres 
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are expected to attend the event, 
skedded for 10 a.m. from an ABC 
studio. Session has been dubbed 
the First Greater New York Scien- 
tific and Engineering Career Con- 
ference. 

From the standpoint of the the- 
atres, the aim is to point up the 
value of the use of theatres in off- 
hours for educational and other 
events. Theatres are being pro- 
vided gratis, with out-of-pocket ex- 
penses made up by contributions 
from various interested companies 
to the Technical Society Council 
and by an underwriting of several 
of the theatres involved. 

Full-scale rehearsals with the 
educators are now being held to 
give the program: entertainment 
as well as educational values. Each 
theatre will be equipped with two- 
way audio so that students may 
ask questions and receive imme- 
diate answers. Both the q.&a. will 
be heard in each of the seven the- 
atres. 

Theatres taking part in the 
demonstrations are the Paramount, 
Broadway; Lane, Washington 
Heights; Fabian Fox, Brooklyn; 
Century Marine, Brooklyn; RKO 
Fordham, Bronx; Century Pros- 
pect, Jamaica, and Moss Lee The- 





atre, Fort Lee, N. J. 


Pair will confer with) 
British exhib leaders and under-| 


nesses and go in for a full-scale 
research program. The Journal 
hastily points out that it is not 
mentioning the “admitted regular 
and effective improvements in qual- 
ity. Our ag | technicians are su- 
perb in their field.” 

However, the article points out 
that with the exception of sound 
and color, “throughout the half 
|eentury of motion picture existence 
|it’s been the same film, brighter, 
llonger, richer, more _ intelligent, 
more prosperous—but the same 
| film.” 


The point the Journal makes is 
|the point being made around town 
|—that sound was brought to the 
industry from outside, adopted by 
one studio and then hastily fol- 
lowed by others who chose to give 
films a voice “rather than be out- 
dated into bankruptcy.” The same 
thing was true of color—and is 
now true of the various three-di- 
mensional processes. 


Some of the Hollywood dissi- 
idents go even further than the 
Journal in their suggestions that 
'the industry embark on a research 
| program, It’s pointed out that most 
| big industries, before marketing a 
new product, engage in widespread 
research to determine possible 
public acceptance. 

“Here we are,” one producer 
declared, “rushing into three-dee 
on the assumption that the public 
wants it. We don’t know for sure— 
but the way the various studios are 
|announcing projects in the depth 
medium you get the inescapable 
feeling that we’re going to ram it 
down the public’s throat. What’s 
going to happen a year from now 
if the public rebels?” 

The most cautious approach to 

the problem has been expressed by 
Dore Schary, who has repeatedly 
insisted that—despite the grandiose 
claims of its proponents—3-D will 
never replace 2-D. Schary feels that 
the answer is “good pictures”—and 
he insists that if a picture is good 
“you'll go to see it whether it’s in 
black-and-white or color, whether 
in 3-D or flat.” 
Over the weekend, he underlined 
the growing feeling that the indus- 
try must proceed an Mp 
believe,” he told a Rotary Club 
luncheon, “that worldwide audi- 
ences will in the next couple of 
years help us to determine which 
films we should make in third- 
dimension.” Again, however, he 
emphasized the belief that “there 
will always be a market for the so- 
called conventional motion picture 
—the two-dimensional film.” 

Lacking a market research pro- 
gram, vet cameraman Karl Freund 
believes the industry should at 
least exercise economic caution 
in approaching any _ innovation. 
Freund, who has been a camera 
expert for 47 years, feels that the 
film biz should move slowly in 
expending money for cameras, 
projectors, special screens and 
other appurtenances needed to cre- 
ate the depth-illusion until public 
reaction has been adequately 
tested. 

“We've been short of cameras 
and projectors for some time,” he 
complains, “and yet everyone is 
rushing into stereoscopic methods 
which require the use of extra cam- 
eras and projectors. Where are they 
going to come from? It would have 
been better to try a few test pic- 
tures in 3-D by putting a lens at- 
tachment on a regular camera, 
which would give the necessary 
two prints on a single film. Each, of 
course, would be in 16m and the 
quality wouldn’t be up to what we 
normally expect—but I think the 
public would accept it as an experi- 
ment and we could quickly and 
economically discover just how in- 
terested the public Is in depth 
illusion films.” 

A complete research program 
would have taken care of all cur- 
rent 3-B headaches before they 
cropped up, the dissidents insist. 
It’s readily granted that the lack of 
such a program in the past—par- 
ticularly in terms of the develop- 
ment of color and sound—posed no 
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great problems. However, the dissi. 
dents point out that in those davs 
the industry was not faced by the 
competition of television, which js 
rapidly making a film theatre out 
of every living room. 

Research would not only 
eliminate pitfalls, they point out 
but would prove tremendously eco. 
nomical. The current race to 3-D 
involves investments of untold mi]. 
lions. The return, some Hollywood 
veterans feel, is far from certain. 

“What it boils down to,” one 
filmite declared, “is that it’s time 
Hollywood woke up and realized 
that it is one of the biggest busi. 
nesses in the world. It shduld con. 
duct itself accordingly.” 


help 
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Awards consideration. The crop of 
these bigger pix are now in wide 


circulation, accounting for the cur- 


rent uptrend. 

The past long holiday weekend 
brought top coin in most sections 
of the country, as was more or 
less expected. But in certain ine 
stances the returns soared above 
the good-holiday-biz level. Oscar 
Doob, Loew’s exec, revealed that 
the Capitol, Broadway showcase, 
drew $30,000 on Sunday (22), 
which is “phenomenal” for that 
house. 

Broadway and other key “down- 
town” .areas across the country 
were sock over the weekend (gross 
reports on Pages 8 and 9). But the 
heartening factor .to homeoffice 
execs and circuit ops is that the 
first-runs and neighborhood oper- 
ations generally were registering 
well prior to the holiday period. 

Wall St. brokers close to the 
film scene take the view that the 
introduction of 3-D and announce- 
ments on future product with the 
added dimension have stimulated 
the public’s interest in pix gener- 
ally, and it’s reflected in presently 
bolstered b.o. Improved quality of 
scme current releases also is 
noted. But there’s some feeling in 
the financial area that today’s up- 
beat is not necessarily evidence of 
a continuing trend.- “It’s an er- 
ratic business, always going up 
and down,” said one Wall Streeter. 








“Magnificent beyond words”. , . Rube Geldbers 


‘The film with @ new dimension >> Reserved Seate Only. Tickets on sale for next 7 weeks 
at bou office. Exciting entertainment for 2 hee. Daily 


fnroweh Thurs... $1.50, 41.28, Ste, Mate Fri.. Sat, on eS, en 
I shew 11:40, orders on 
sclf-ed@vecsed stamped envelope: give 2 er more alt. Gates. 


BROADWAY THEATRE, 53rd Street & B'way CO-5-5711-2-3 





STARS’ CARS 
X -country 


Going from B’way to Hollywood, 
or vice versa? “The Best Way” is 
to ship pw car, not to drive it, 
advises Judson Freight Forward- 
ing Division of National Carload- 
ing Corporation, now celebrating 
its 75th anniversary. Judson has 
shipped hundreds of cars and 
thousands of trunks for stage, 
screen, radio and TV celebs. 


You save wear and tear on you 
and car, actual driving costs, 
storage enroute, and expenses in- 
volved in the long trip. Besides, 
you have much better chance of 
arriving in one piece yourself if 
you take rail or air and let Jud- 
son ship your car and belongings. 


If your trial engagement on 
either coast extends into a solid 
spot, just call Judson and have 
your car shipped to you. 


See your telephone directory for 

nearest National Carloading Of- 

fice or write to: Judson Forward- 

ing, National Carloading Cor- 
ration, 19 Rector Street, New 
ork 6. N. Y¥« 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Gene Murphy, ex-Loew Theatres p.a. and now publicist for both the 
Desert Inn and the Las Vegas Hotel Managers Assn., feels that “for 
the third time Life gave it to us again,” referring to the current spread 
on the Nevada resort. : 

Las Vegas is pitching for a buildup as a legit resort, not just a 
“gambling Gehenna,” as the: VaRIETy roundup stated last week, but 
apparently that “seems to be the best appeal the picture mags see,” 
says Murphy who came east with the Desert Inn’s Wilbur Clark on a 
golf tournament buildup including a $35,000 donation to the Damon 
Runyon Cancer Fund which Walter Winchell promises to help stimu- 
late. 





and the like. 


Run of the IFE import, “Little World of Don Camillo,” at the Bijou, 
N. Y., reportedly has been so encouraging from a b.o. standpoint that 
the Italian-made film has been booked in some 20 key cities during 
Easter, according to its distributors. Picture, incidentally, has been 
rated A-II (Morally Unobjectionable for Adults) by the National Le- 


gion of Decency which also noted that the Fernandel starrer presents | 


“certain concepts contrary to Catholic belief.”” Meantime, director 
Julien Duvivier has a “Camillo” sequel before the cameras in Rome. 


It is no secret that Miami Beach is feeling the Isas Vegas tourist ' recting. 


opposition, and that goes for Palm Springs, Calif., the Arizona resorts, | 


Madison Back to Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


star in “Burning Arrow,” a high- | 
budget western to be produced by | 
Warners in Natural Vision. It will 
be the studio's second 3-D ven- 
ture, following “The House of 
Wax.” 

“Arrow” will be filmed in War- | 
nerColor, with David Weisbart | 
producing and Gordon Douglas di- 











TOA’s Long-Range 
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Convention at the Deshler-Wallick 
Hotel here, April 7-8. 

Secretary Robert A. Wile has an- 
nounced Arthur L. Mayer, former 
executive secretary of Council of 


With Fernandel again in a top role, it's tagged “Return of Don | Motion Picture Organizations; Jack 


Camillo.” 


Sefvies, sales manager for National 
Theatre Supply; and Maurice Berg- 


Metro has made a gratis pitch for Brotherhood Week via two-and- |™2%, Public relations director for 


one-half minute short currently making the rounds of film houses. 
Quickie, conceived and writter. by Silas S. Seadler, Metro ad manager, 


| 


and produced by Frank Whitbeck, registers effectively in the “love | 


thy neighbor” vein. Running time confines itself to a spiel by a like- 
able wounded Marine vet of the Korean war. Talk reflects on the 
brotherhood among men fighting together in Korea, with a windup 
plea for a more tolerant attitude’at home. Message is brief and to 
the point, without being mawkish. 


Samuel Goldwyn and his “Hans Christian Andersen,” as a result of 
special showings of the film in Washington for lawmakers, were spot- 
lighted in the Congressional Record twice within two weeks. 

Sen. Frank Carlson said that Goldwyn’s life story was “‘a typical ex- 
ample of the American way of life.” Rep. Ben F. Jensen said the film 
was a “strong contribution to American entertainment.” 


Problem of what to do with the shuttered Warner Theatre, on Broad- 
way, has led to some conversations over the past couple of weeks on 
the possibility of switching “South Pacific” from the Majestic to the 
film house. WB this week said that the talks merely were exploratory, 
that the idea has now been dropped. 


A N. Y. Times vox popper sees perhaps a reverse cycle—Hollywood 
feeding legit, instead of vice versa—in “Hazel Flagg” stemming from a 
pic, “Nothing Sacred,” and “The King and I” having been originally 
a Hollywood production, “Anna and the King of Siam.” 


New Cinerama ads fingerpointing at “no glasses are needed,” with 
forthright accent on the difference between the Broadway Theatre 
(N. Y.. show and the wave of 3-D processes which require polaroids. 











| 


| 


| Universal, 


already booked 


more to come. 


Wile, incidentally, has been beat- | 
ing the luncheon club circuit lately, 
carrying the pix message through- 
out the state. Wile has other 
speakers on tap in Cleveland and 
Cincinnati in a kind of speakers’ 
bureau setup. 


with 


See ll7G | 


| 
} 

















Laas Continued from pase 4 eee 


guest of honor and Jack Benny is | 
slated as toastmaster. 

The $50-a-plate New York din- | 
ner stressed the brotherhood theme | 
in a dramatic reading of “The | 
A. B. C.’s of Brotherhood” in| 
which a roster of celebs partici- | 
pated. 

Recipients of the awards includ- | 
ed Walter D. Fuller, board chair- | 
man, Curtis Pub. Co., magazines; | 
John Golden, rep of the legit stage; 
W. R. Hearst, Jr., repping news | 
services; Jack R. Howard, Scripps-| 
Howard prexy, newspapers; Spyros | 
P. Skouras, pix; Danny Kaye, en- | 
tainers, and David Sarnoff, radio | 
tand TV. Schwartz accepted for | 
| Kaye who had to leave for the} 





| Push 16m 
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machine. Loew’s is cooperating! Rank Organization holds a 50% 
with various equipment dealers in| stock say-so. 








Palace where he is concurrent. J. | 





Robert Rubin, general chairman, | 
| accepted the ailing John Golden’s | 
| award for the legit vet. 


Guy Madison returns to films to | 


Top Headwaiter 
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them surrounded by bona fide 
Parisians who come from the stock 
of 2,500 loyal clients. Albert feels 
that Americans want to eat French 
food and very rarely ask for out- 
landish mixtures. or well-done 
steaks. He says that the Belgians 
eat the most and the Egyptians 
spend the most. Louis Barthe, 


jhead chef, keeps the 70 or more 
‘items on the menu in their well 
j/renowned state. 


Louis Vaudable, who joined the 
restaurant in 1941, took over from 
his father after the war and runs 
this famed place as a thriving busi- 
ness. Friday night is reserved for 
only those in formal attire and is 
strictly adhered to. The name is 
also put to frozen dinners sold to 
airlines and to brands of wines and 
champagne sold abroad. Vaudable 
says that besides the myth quality 
a restaurant must have the food 
and drink necessary to make it a 
delightful memory for the palates 
of the clients. Of course he real- 
izes what the world name of Max- 


im’s has done for it and fondly re- | 


calls the two famous farces that 
were written about Maxim’s, “La 
Dame De Chez Maxim’s” of 
Georges Feydeau and “Le Chas- 
seur de Chez Maxim’s” by Yves 
Mirande. The third act of Franz 
Lehar’s “Merry Widow,” which 
takes place there, was also one of 
the things that helped make this 
the world renowned restaurant it 
is today. 

The tables in the main room are 


for the elite, and Albert’s prac- | 


ticed eye seats others depending 
on how they look to him or their 
importance. Friday is still the tra- 
ditional formal night, with a nu- 
cleus of the old crowd on hand for 
chatter and food. Many restau- 
rants and boites have used the 
Maxim tag all over the world. 
There are over 100 in existence, 
with namesakes in Miami, New 
York, Brussels, Geneva, Beirut, 
Budapest and Bucharest. However, 
still the greatest of them all is the 
original which is still ensconced 
on Rue Royale off the Concorde 
and still wears its turn-of-the-cen- 
tury decor so dear to the hearts 
of its patrons. 


Albert feels that American pa-| 
much | |} 


trons have not changed 
though the madcap millionaire is 
missing, and time has brought such 


NY. Scornful 
Of Ben Berger’ 
Pix as Utility’ 

Reported plan of Bennie Berger, 
prexy of North Central Allied, pro- 
| posing Federal legislation to place 

production-distribution in a similar 
category as a public utility, was 

treeted by industry execs in N. Y. 
this week with complete scorn and 
|} dismissed as “utterly fantastic.” 
| Tradesters contend that any Sen- 
ator or Representative seeking to 
establish a public utility rating for 
the film industry would be laughed 
| out of Congress.: Exhibs as well as 
| distribs echoed this view, pointing 
out that such Government control 
would constitute an unwarranted 
interference with free enterprise. 
Fact that motion pictures have re- 
| ceived, in essence, free-press rights 
| from the Supreme Court is cited as 
an important reason for stymieing 
any Government action. 

Berger, extremely active politi- 
cally in Minnesota, is said to have 
lined up at least one legislator will- 
ing i e such a bill in Con- 
gress. Timetable for such action, 
it’s indicated, depends largely on 
the outcome of the hearings before 
| the Senate Small Business Com- 
mittee. A full-scale probe of in- 
| dustry trade practices has been set 
| by the Congressional body for late 
| March or early April. 

Meanwhile, Allied States Assn., 
| largely responsible for instituting 
| the Government hearings, is amass- 
|ing evidence for presentation to the 
|committee. Exhib org’s leaders 
| have indicated they plan “no gen- 
jtlemanly approach” in their fight 
to curb the alleged distrib abuses. 
They have given notice that they'll 
demand strict adherence to the 
| Government's consent decree judg- 
Main barrage of the exhib 





| ment. 
| attack will center on high-percent- 
| age pre-release pictures, which ex- 
|hibs claim has the effect of dis- 
| trib dictation of admission prices. 
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| ment in which he found Hollywood 
|immersed over depth films on his 





| articles to the menu as grapefruit 


20th chief here,| Witty presentations were made | and scrambled eggs, and the pres- 


“T felt I was 


the field in testing the idea. | Sid Albright, 
Roadshow Circuits 

Hope is that, either with the aid | 
of Point Four or local governments, 
roadshow circuits using magnetic 
tape soundtrack might be estab- 
lished. It’s argued that such cir- 
cuits would also facilitate distri- 
bution of documentaries which 
authorities are anxious to get be- | 
fore their people. 

Biggest 16m markets today are 
Brazil, which emerged as the No. 1 
territory during 1952; Britain and 
France. 20th-Fox has just moved 
into Australia and is considering 
Starting 16m operations in New 
Zealand; United Artists, never be- 
fore active in 16m, has selected 
the first 12 pix with which to start 
narrow-gauge operations in Aus- 
tralia and Brazil. Company also 
expects to be in France and Italy 
by the end of 1953. UA execs, call- 
ing the 16m market “treacherous,” 
are determined to go slow in ex- 
panding their new activity. 

Universal, one of the most active 
distribs in the 16m field, is “push- 
ing” narrow-gauge all over, accord- 
ing to Americo Aboaf, U foreign 
sales manager. Aboaf says the Far 
East and Latin America provide 
the greatest potential for 16m ex- 
pansion. U is about to commence 
operations in Spain and Ecuador, 
and is launching narrow-gauge on a 
larger scale in Colombia and also 
in Siam, where, with the exception 
of first-runs in Bangkok, practically 
the entire country gan be covered 
with 16m. 

Hollywood’s increasing emphasis 
on color is affecting 16m costs to 
the point where a number of distribs 
send out tinters in black-and-white. 
Cost of. making color ‘prints fur- 
ther reduces the already narrow 
profit in 16t operations: 


—_—_———— 
20th’s 16m in Aussie 
Sydney, Feb. 17. 

Decision of 20th-Fox to enter the 
16m field here has caused eyebrows 
to rise in local industry circles. 
Executives of the major Hoyts’ pic 
loop, which 20th-Fox controls, have 
re been opposed to 16m opera- 

on. 

New move, however, is seen as a 
counter to the Greater Union Thea- 





tres’ 16m set-up in which‘ the 


said that his company would ad-|by attorney Louis Nizer, who in-| 


here rigidly to a sales policy cov-| troduced Skouras by saying pic in- | 
ering only those situations not in| dustry is in search of a dimension. 
competition with the 35m. Aussie | “In human relations, too, we tend | 
showmen would be fully protected | to look at things from one angle} 
regardless, Albright said. Ron| only,” he declared. “It’s high time | 
Pitt, 20th exec, takes charge of the | we see the picture from two angles | 
new 16m department as of this | 4nd get the full truth about toler-| 
week. ance and understanding.” In a ref- | 
Only major U.S. distributor here | erence to 20th-Fox’s current ac- 
solely handling 35m product is/|tivity in wide-screen and 3-D pio- 
United Artists. neering, Nizer said Skouras had | 
“lived a life of width and depth.” 
In his acceptance speech, Skou- 
has surveyed impressions from ed 
FOR Jr. recent Far Eastern survey trip) 
5 and urged the U. S. practice the | 
Continued from page 3 equality which it is trying to teach | 
the rest of the world. Introduced | 
as a surprise speaker, former Vice- | 
President Alben W. Barkley deliv- | 
ered an informal talk that proved | 
the highlight of the evening. | 
Participating in the dramatic’ 
reading, scripted by Morton Sun-| 
shine, were John Cameron Swayze, | 
Quentin Reynolds, Mel Allen, Bob 
Considine, Ben Grauer, Danny 
Kaye, Conrad Nagel, Wendy Bar- | 
rie, Bill Hayes, Jack Russell and 
the Billy Williams Quartet. 


eral months and a showdown is ex- 
pected at the annual stockholders’ 
meet in May in N. Y. 

Yarn, entitled “How Mobsters 
Grabbed a City’s Transit Line,” 
was written by Gordon Schendel 
and covers a full two pages in fine 
type in the appendix of the Con- 
gressional Record. Insertion could 
be reprinted, at cost, by the Gov- 
ernment printing office should 
Roosevelt request it. : 

Roosevelt’s belated interest in 
the piece is a puzzler but is seen 
relating to two possible develop- 
ments. One is the pending fight at 
20th, in which case stockholders 
could be mailed the Congressional 
reprint material without fear of 
any legal action by Green. 

The other might tie up with po- 
litical moves in the state since 
both Roosevelt and J. Raymond 
McGovern, now comptroller of 
N. Y. State, are known to be in- 
terested in the governorship. Mc- 
Govern is on the board of United 
Cigar-Whelan stores where Green 
is ehairman of the exec committee. 
20th spokesmen have disclaimed 
any connection with Roosevelt's 
action.” , 

F. D. R., Jr., spoke briefly in 
the House last week and his re- 
marks, followed by the article, ap- 
peared Feb. 20. Roosevelt said ‘he 
wanted to include the piece, which 
appeared in a “recent” issue of 
Collier’s, because “I trust (it) will 
be of interest to ny colleagues. 
Time lag wasn’t explained by the 
legislator, nor his sudden interest 
in Green and his past activities. 
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select the subcommittee which will 
conduct the motion picture hear-| 
ings. Committee voted last week | 
to conduct hearings in Washington | 
and L. A. on indie exhibitor com- | 
plaints that the majors are indulg- 
ing 
their antitrust decrees. 

Hearings are expected. to open 
late in March and.to run over into 
the beginning of April. Committee 
staff made several trips to L. ‘A. 
and other parts of the country a) 
few months ago, listening to com- 
plaints from indie exhibitor groups 
and individual exhibitors. 

Large number of exhibitors, 
some distributors, and reps from | 
the Justice Department will be 
called upon to testify. In the event 
hearings show apparent violations 
of the decrees, Justice Dept. will 
be asked to take legal action 
| against the distributors. 








-<—* 


in trade practices violating #} 


ence of ketchup on its shelves. 
A meal can be had there now 


for about 3,000 francs ($7.50), but 


extras usually push up the tab to | 


twice that per average head. 


COMPO Pointing 
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might be disinclined to vote for a 
measure involving all industries hit 
by the excises because of the hefty 
amount of tax coin that would be 
lost. 

In another facet of the situation, 
the film industry’s pitch to Con- 
gress for elimination of the tax 
will include the contention that pix 
account for but 60% to 65% of 
Treasury tax collections, and in 
some areas for as little as 50° or 
55°. Data, the result of a prelim- 
inary study, contradicts the gen- 
eral assumption that films con- 
tribute anywhere from 757% to 80°% 
of the admissions levy. 

On the basis of the 65°% figure, 
theatres bring the Government be- 
tween $180,000,000 and $190,000,- 
000 rather than the $225,000,000 c 
$230,000,000 revenue quoted so far. 
Execs feel their case for tax relicf 
will not be hurt by the sudden 
spurt of interest in 3-D. Pitch will 
be that the Government should not 
stand in the way of a “distressed” 
industry trying to help itself. 


Documentary 


Continued from page 3 


seen quite a bit of very interest- 
ing film from Korea and Alaska 
and I am now on the trail of a lot 
more from Europe and Africa,” 
Murphy wrote Vogel. “It is my 
plan to assemble as much film as 
is available and then get to work 
on the production.” 

Actor feels that the project 
would have tremendous public re- 
lations value in selling the indus- 
try. “I can imagine fathers, moth- 
ers, sweethearts in every town try- 
ing to recognize ‘their boys’ in the 
shots of the audiences which vary 


| from a few to 15,000,” he noted. 


| trip to the Coast. 
|forced to follow suit in “The 
‘Odyssey,’ This project will be 
a French-Italian co-production. A 
| U. S.,distribution deal, and wheth- 
ler it will be shot in Italian and 
English versions will be determined 
| later. 

| Meantime, Ponti-De Laurentiis 
| product other than “Odyssey” is 
being distributed through Para- 
mount under a deal inked last fall. 
Agreement calls for P-DL to de- 
liver 10 pictures annually over a 
two-year term. Par will release 
them in Italy as well as the world 
market. 

Four films already have been com- 
pleted by P-DL under its Par pact. 
Production plans for three others 
are under way, according to De 
Laurentiis. Slated to be lensed in 
color, trio includes “Judith and 
Holofernes,” “Helen of Troy” and 
“Attila, Scourge of God.” 


3-D Field Day 


———_mmg Continued from page 1 

















four-cornered scramble for dates. 
Columbia, Paramount and Metro 
will have their illusion pix ready 
for distribution at that time. Al- 
though final shooting on the films 
hasn't been completed, homeoffice 
sales departments are already ac- 
tiveiy selling the pix. As a result 
of Par’s recent N. Y. demonstration 
of rushes of “‘Sangaree,” in its own 
3-D process, exhib requests for 
| bookings have poured into the 
homeoffice, Par hasn't finalized any 
| dates yet, since it, too, is faced 
with print and spec problems. 
Columbia's film peddlers are ac- 
tively selling “Fort Ti” for pre- 
release engagements’ beginning 
May 20. Like the Warner film, 
it’s in Milton Gunzburg’s Natural 
Vision process. Metro, employing 
its own 3-D method dubbed Metro- 
vision, is offering “Arena” for May 
dates. Pic went into production on 
Feb. 11 and is slated for pre-release 
on May 15. Company also has set 
plans for its second 3-D picture, a 
large-scale effort reportedly budg- 
eted at $2,000,000. Film is “The 
Rope’s End,” with William Holden 
already signed for one of the leads. 
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Cabot, Jesse White and Renata 
Hoy here for opening of “Gun-| 
smoke” at RKO-Orpheum. 


| Business Committee and with the 


Dept. of Justice. Previously letters 


(20th), “Quo Vadis” (M-G), “Great- 
est Show on Earth” (Par), “Miracle 


AIR-CONDITIONED : iety | 40d wires condemning the action | of Fatima” (WB) “Street 
Reservations, wécbnd aepilat theca: B reer were sent to RKO’s new prexy,| Desire” (WB), ‘Wieegheg” MG 
Walter Jacobs of French “La Ronde” for April. James R. Grainger, and sales top- “Snows of Kilimanjaro” (20th), 


N.Y. Office, TR 4- 3193 


John Reed left as manager of | 
Paramount, St. Paul, to go into) 
other business; replaced by Howell 
Kadrie of Riviera Theatre, 


CHICAGO 












































per Charles Boasberg. Exhibs claim 
that no reply has been received 
from either executive. However, 
they noted that they realized RKO 
did not have full control over the 
sales policy, leading the exhibs to 
ask Grainger and Boasberg to dis- 








“Jazz Singer” (WB), “Peter Pan” 
(RKO) and “Hans Christian Ander- 
sen” (RKO), 

“A pattern is emerging,” Myers 
asserted, “of designating for spe- 
cial pre-release treatment every 
picture suspected of being a box- 

















Rockefeller Center 
_ “TONIGHT WE SING” 
EZIO PINZA: © ROBERTA PETERS 
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DISTRIBS IN VIDPIX CRY HAVOC 


TV Shows as Theatrical Pix 


On the basis of present plans and commitments, next season 
will witness a flock of TV-inspired feature presentations in film 


houses. 


Latest to make the TV-to-theatrical release transition is 


the Bernard Prockter-produced “Big Story,” vidpix series spon- 


sored by Pall Mall. 


In addition to “Big Story,” which is based on real-life newspaper 
yarns, the NBC-TV Film Division is scheduling. theatrical release 
of its “Victory at Sea” series, which will be reedited and rescored 


for a two-hour length presentation. 


And a feature film is in prep- 


aration by Desilu Productions based on the best sequences of the 


“I Love Lucy” vidpix show. 


Prockter recently returned from the Coast, where he set up 
arrangements for “Big Story,” with shooting scheduled to start 


Aug. 1. 


Involved in financing of the film, it’s understood, is Jay 


Paley, uncle of Prockter and CBS board chairman William S. Paley 


(Prockter and Bill Paley are first 


cousins). 


Meanwhile, NBC-TV is still flirting with the idea of wrapping up 
a theatrical film based on the top bits from “Colgate Comedy 
Hour” and “All Star Revue” (Jimmy Durante, Eddie Cantor, Mar- 


tin & Lewis, Tallulah Bankhead, 


et al.). 








AFL Film Council Shifts Stand On 


Foreign Vidpix; Favors Mutual Ties 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. + 


Hollywood's A.F.L. Film Council | 
is shifting its heretofore staurfch | 
stand against any foreign vidpix 
being telecast in this country, and 
seeks a reciprocal arrangement 
whereby the union would not deny 
the U. S. market to foreign produc- 
ers to a degree which the council 
figures is not harmful to American 
labor. 

Dolph Thomas, chairman of the 
council committee on foreign pro- 
duction, said the council’s current 
discussions on the probiem were 
prompted by a request from an ex- 
hibitor in British East Africa inter- 
ested in making vidpix. The exhib 
wanted to know the position of the 
council if he produced telepix for 
the U. S. market, and since he is 
one of the most important bookers 
of American pix in that area, the 
council has decided to meet with 
his rep and discuss the situation. 

Thomas conceded that it was this 
more than anything else which has 
prompted the council to seek some 
sort of reciprocal arrangement. 
“Perhaps the answer lies in some 
quota or percentage system. It’s a 
complex problem, and we haven't 
figured out the answers yet,” he 
Said. 

“Virtually all television in Eu- 
rope is Government-subsidized, and 
we don’t want the American mar- 
ket flooded with foreign-made vid- 
pix. On the other hand, we don’t 
want to antagonize legitimate pro- 
ducers, we feel that the solution 
to all this ultimately lies in an 
arrangement of mutual cq-opera- 
tion. We do not want to be put in 
the position of penalizing a legiti- 
mate producer. This African re- 
quest changes the complexion of 
the situation,” Thomas said. 

Council had heretofore held no 
vidpix produced outside the United 
States should be distributed here, 
and had put “China Smith,” ‘“For- 
eign Intrigue” and “Tales of Hans 
Christian Andersen” on its unfair 
list. Later “Andersen” and 
“Smith” were cleared. 


Teleblurb Strike 
Ends March 2 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

End of the Screen Actors Guild 
Strike over teleblurbs is expected 
March 2, three months after it be- 
gan Dec. 1, as a result of approval 
by the guild board of a proposed 
Pact already okayed by the Film 
Producers Assn. of N. ¥. SAG 
membership meetings will be held 
in N. Y, Feb. 27, in Hollywood 
March 1, and in Chicago for rati- 
fication of the pact, and the- only 
walkout in SAG history is expected 
to end after those sessions, Terms 
of the pact generally follow those 
disclosed earlier, and are prece- 
dental in nature. 

AG members will receive re- 
use coin, but the fees they receive 
for working in the blurbs will be 
considered as advances against the 
re-run sugar. All so-called “pro- 
duction payments” will be credited 











@8ainst the re-use payments. 





P&G's $1,350,000 Pact 


é me Pe 
In Fireside’ Renewal 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Frank Wisbar’s “Fireside Thea- 
tre” has been renewed for another 
year by Procter & Gamble, with a 
reported $1,350,0000 involved in 
the deal which calls for 44 telepix. 
Wisbar, who produces and di- 
rects the series seen on NBC-TV, 


guns his next batch of celluloid in 
March. 


s o om * 

Rifkin on Vidpix: 
= 
Let ‘Em Build 

“Buying a show for less than 52 
weeks and then dropping it is al- 
most like buying insurance for a 
short time and cancelling,” opines 
M. J. Rifkin, Ziv TV sales veepee. 
“The value and returns of a TV 
show must be built, and that takes 
time.” 

Rifkin reported that Ziv’s “Cisco 
Kid,” which is now sold in 73 mar- 
kets, has had more than 40 third- 
year renewals. “These sponsors 
have spent a good deal of time and 
money building audiences for 
‘Cisco Kid’ in their markets and 
they now have a valuable equity 
in the show,” he said. 

Largest single bankroller to re- 
new “Cisco” for the third year 
was Interstate Bakeries which 


backs the program in 16 midwest 
and western markets. 


WCBS-TV Expanding 








Sun. Film Features | 


| Aumont, 1948; “Fun On A Week- 


. ,/end,” Eddie Bracken-Priscilla Lane, 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. program chief | 


Hal Hough is expanding the out- 
let’s use of film features on Sun- 
day, starting the day at 10 a.m. 
instead of 11:15, effective Sun- 
day (1). 

Army vidpic series, “The Big 
Picture,” goes in at 10 a.m., fol- 
lowed by “The Morning Show” at 
10:30 a. m. Feature runs until 
11:45 a. m., when NYU dean Wil- 
liam Bush Baer’s “Our Goodly 
Heritage” is slotted. - 

Increase in time-on-the-air stems 
from success of the station’s “12 
Plan,” which offers discounts to 
users of daytime saturation cam- 
paigns, with 28 sponsors now sold 
on the “12” basis. 


. a > 
‘King of Kings’ to TV 
Unusual situation of a feature 
film distributor reserving the right 
on approval of the sponsor and of 
editing exists in the peddling of 
Cecil B. DeMille’s “King of Kings” 
to TV by Cinema Corp. of America, 
of Paterson, N. J. 
Runni time is 115 minutes. 
Sound track has music and choral 
numbers, but no dialog. 








FAN OF PROFITS 


STILL FAR OFF 


Thus far, the distributing outfits 
in the vidpix field have been find- 
ing it rough going. Virtually all 
of them, with perhaps the lone ex- 
ception of Ziv, with its prize sales 
operation, have been taking it on 
the chin, still awaiting that elusive 
“turning of the corner” which 
would translate their telefilm in- 
vestments into black-ink operations. 


It’s no secret that the sweeping 
reorganization within the Bernard 
Prockter-controlled PSI-TV sales- 
distrib operation, culminating in 
the resignation this week of Paul 
White as PSI prexy and the subse- 
quent establishment of Prockter 
Television Enterprises, Inc., with 
its five-pronged operational form- 
ula for distribution of its own 


product, stemmed from a red-ink | 


rap in excess of $250,000. 
It’s been pretty much the same 


story for most of the other distrib | 


outfits, who recognize that, perhaps 
two or three years hence, when a 
flock of new stations open up and 
with their backlog of shows tucked 
away in the vaults, they can then 
begin to reap some of the profits. 

Thanks to his lush production 
setup (“Big Story,” ‘‘Treasury Men 
In Action,” “Short, Short Story,” 
“Quick As A Flash,” “Police Story,” 
etc.), Prockter has been more than 
able to weather the storm. But 
from here on in it’s a new modus 
operandi, in which the company 
under its new structure will only 
distribute what it produces under 
a “format” that comprises (1) 
Prockter Productions (which pro- 
duces “Big Story” for radio-TV); 
(2) PSI-TV, the sales-distrib com- 
pany of TV pix; (3) Telerade Re- 
search, Inc., (which produces the 
Pepsi Cola “Short, Short Dramas”); 
(4) J-L, Inec., (which produces 
“Treasury Men in Action”, and (5) 
Prockter Films Inc., (which pro- 
duces TV films for syndication.) 

In addition, Prockter is going 
into the theatrical pix production 


(Continued on page 38) 


Bagnall Grabs 


Foreclosed Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

George Bagnall Associates has 
acquired eight pix, none older than 
1947, for television distribution 
from Security First National Bank, 
which foreclosed them. Also ac- 
quired were the television rights to 
Jack Schwarz’s “Hoodlum,” United 
Artists release which is still play- 
ing theatrical dates. 

The bank pix, which had an 
original total investment of $8,000,- 
000, include “Lured,” Lucille Ball- 
George Sanders starrer, 1947; ‘“‘At- 
lantis,” Maria Montez-Jean Pierre 





1947; “Montana Mike,” “Heaven 
Only Knows,” Robert Cummings, 
1948: “Carnegie Hall,” Marsha 
Hunt, Lily Pons, others, 


bara Bel Geddes, 1947 and “Mer- 
rily We Roll Along,” with James 
Stewart-Dorothy Lamour. 


Win Fight to Maintain 
‘Dual Exclusivity’ On 
Snader Telescriptions 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 
General Teleradio, owner of the 
Don Lee network and KHJ-TV, 
achieved an out-of-court settlement 
on its suit to maintain its “dual ex- 
clusivity” contract on the release 
of Snader Transcriptions. Agree- 





ment bars the sale of the vidfilm | 


shorts to KLAC-TV. 

Under the settlement KNBH and 
KHJ-TV have sole rights to release 
the telescriptions in the L.A. terri- 
tory. Defendant, United Televi- 
sion Films, which bought the Sna- 
der library, will peddle another 
series of transcriptions to 
KLAC-TV. 


1948; | 
“Long Night,” Henry Fonda-Bar-| 





Stereo Image as Teles Answer 
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Long Arm of TV 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

The monster known as TV 
has not only frightened the 
film industry but has unveiled 
the lurid past of Bruce Ben- 
nett, whose youngsters have 
been attending school in San 
Fernando under the family’s 
real name, Brix. 

Into the peaceful valley 
came TV, with its old oaters, 
and Bruce Bennett, ‘supposed- 
ly a hard-working citizen, was 
unmasked as Herman Brix, an 
old western baddie. Now the 
neighbors’ kids point him eut 
as a gun toter and a cattle 
rustler. 


997, Watch 


Feature Pix 


Feature film programs are find- 
ing greater acceptance with New 
York video audiences, and it’s the 
regularly scheduled shows that are 
picking up the most listeners. An 
Advertest Research ‘report on 
“Television Movie Programs” found 
that 99.6% of TV families watch 
feature films, an increase of 5% 
over 1952. 

Policy of the N. Y. telestations 
in building permanent film shows 
is paying off, the report shows. 
Total of 754 families were tested, 
with most of them basing their re- 
plies on individual programs like 
WCBS-TV’s “Early” and “Late” 
| shows, WNBT’s “llth Hour The- 
|atre” and WPIX’s “First Show” 
and “Night Owl Theatre.” Re- 
sistance against repeating of films 
has been lowered, largely through 
regular scheduling of repeats, as 
on “First Show.” And audiences 
now tend to pick a particular pro- 
gram that shows films. 

Report showed that 44.2% of 
those polled watch films regard- 
less of what else is on, in other 
words, make film viewing a habit. 
Decreased resistance to films is 
shown via the fact that only 41% 
prefer other types of shows to 
films, compared to a tota! of 48% 
in 1952. 

On the question of repeated 
showings, 40.7% of those polled 
favored repeats while 52.8% op- 
posed the repeat showings. On 
the method of picking a film show, 
23.5% indicated they watch a par- 
ticular film show, while 37.4% con- 
sult advance listings. Later method 
was used in 50° of the cases in 
1952. 











‘Gen. Baking Renews 
‘Hoppy’ in 23 Cities 


The new “Hopalong Cassidy” TV 


\film series has been renewed in 23 
| markets by General Baking Co., 





through BBD&O. NBC-TV Film 
Programs sales manager John B. 
Cron notes that this is the largest 
single-sponsor renewal of the show 
to date. 

Cron also announced that the 
Lilli Palmer show has been sold in 
Seattle for Conti shampoo, via 
Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce. 
Haffenreffer beer, which backs 
“Douglas Fairbanks Presents” in 
Boston and Bangor, has added 
Springfield, Mass., and New Britain, 
via H. B. Humphrey, Alley & Rich- 


Schlitz Renews 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Schlitz is renewing its “Play- 
house of Stars” in a 26-vidpix deal 
involving approximately $675,000, 
with Meridian Pictures continuing 
as producer. 

Meridian resumes next batch of 
telepix March 9 at the Goldwyn 
studios. William Self is associate 
producer, and Ted Post and Roy 
Kellino alternate on the directorial 
end of the CBS-TV series. 








To Hollywood's 3-D Dimensions? 


+ With television gearing itself for 


third dimension, Hollywood is look- 
ing to the 3-D “depth bomb” to off- 
set the impact of video, but may 
find that tele will keep up with it 
not only by beaming 3-D celluloid 
but also by introducing a live form 
of stereo image. 


Some network special effects de- 
partmehts are launching experi- 
ments with the new process. “At 
the present state of development, 
it’s considered easier to televise 
stereo images in live form than to 
beam 3-D reels. The reason is 
that the two images, taken from 
two image orthicons, can be super- 
imposed electronically in the con- 





| 
| 


| 





trol room. To use film, a special, 
complex type of projector is re- 
quired. 

While 3-D TV will require special 
glasses permitting each eye to 
see the image intended for it, Mil- 
ton L. Gunzburg, prexy of Natu- 
ral Vision, is working on a system 
which doesn’t require glasses. He 
has tried it is successfully, he re- 
ports, but the picture at present 
is fuzzier than the system using 
polaroid lenses, although engineers 
are working on perfecting it. He 
experimented with 3-D TY, using 
polaroid specs, on a closed circuit 
on the Coast. Gunzburg, who says 
that 3-D TV will be here before 
color TV, has a receiver attach- 
ment, which could sell for about 
$15, enabling the setowner to get 
the 3-D effect. 

“Even though 3-D may not be as 
startling on a TV screen as it isina 
theatre, it can add impact and real- 
ism,” George Wallach, who last 
year took a brief leave from NBC- 
TV to work with Gunzburg on 
“Bwana Devil,” told Varrety this 
week. “Stereo fans buy expensive 
equipment for one-inch square 
Slides, so it’s the effect rather than 
the size that counts. The unusual 
3-D effects will have commercial 
TV application—the announcer will 
be able to pour a glass of malted 
milk practically into the young 
viewer's mouth. The _ sponsor’s 
products will appear to stand out 
from the screen.” 

Under contemplated 3-D TV sys- 
tems, viewers without the glasses 
and attachments would see the 
usual flat picture, but those with 
the special equipment will get the 
depth effect. 


Revue Prod. Sets 
$2,000,000 Telepix 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Revue Productions, going on lay- 
off in March, is prepping a $2,000,- 
000 vidpix program, most ambi- 
tious in its history, when it re- 
sumes production in April. 

Skedded are 35 Chevron Thea- 
tre telepix, budgeted at approxi- 
mately $500,000; 26 “Kit Carson” 
for Coca Cola, $500,000, and 26 of 
Ray Milland series for General 
Electric, $750,000. 


MARLOWE DRAWS LEAD 
ON ‘ELLERY’ VIDPIX 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Hugh Marlowe draws starring 
role in telefilm version of “The 
Adventures of Ellery Queen,” be- 
ing shot at Hal Roach studios, pro- 
duced by Norman and Irving Pin- 
cus, who have been doing the show 
live in N. Y. 

“One Week to Live” is tag of 
tele pilot which is directed by Roy 
Kellino, and features Eve Miller, 
Alan Mowbray, Ralph Dumke and 
Kurt Katch. Marlowe. was original 
Ellery Queen in AM version of the 
whodunits. 











England To UTP 
- Ed England, former ABC-TV 
spot sales account exec, joins 
United Television Programs. 
He'll cover New England and up- 
per New York territories. 
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CBS Happy to Let Atlass Call Own 
Shots on Newly-Acquired WBBM-TV 





Chicago, Feb. 24. + 


Aithough he plans no major in- 
novations for the time being, indi- 
cations are that H. Leslie Atlass 
will steer CBS's newly-acquired 
WBBM-TY along the same inde- 
pendent course that has marked 
this operation of WBBM, the web's 
potent AM station. 

All signs point to the new CBS 
TV station being an extension of 
the unique Atlass “empire within 
an empire.” This is not to say the 
arrangement is completely unsatis- 
factory to the CBS high brass. 
After all, it’s worked for years at 
WBBM, to the considerable finan- 
cial benefit of Columbia. 

As he outlined his thinking to, 
Variety last week, Atlass made it 
clear he’s calling the shots. He's | 
doing the deciding on how quickly 
the local shows inherited from the 
previous operation are to be 
washed out, to make room on the 
o.&0. outlet for the several com- 
mercial CBS programs that are 
currently farmed out to WGN-TV. 
(Web lodged these shows on the 
Chi Tribune station when it was 
unable to clear time on the then 
WBKB, its basic affiliate.) 

Atlass is going ahead on his own 
blueprinting new: facilities to re- 
place the cramped WBKB plant. 
Also he’s installing at WBBM-TV 
the same basic program philosophy 
that has proved so successful at 
WBBM. 

New Studio Plans 


As for new studios, Atlass has a 
crew laying out plans. He's still 
hot for an. out-of-the-Loop setup 
where he’ll have room for horizon- 
tal expansion. Nothing is firm yet 
except the desire to get out of the 
inadequate present site as quickly 
as possible. He plans to move some 
of the tele office staff over to the 
WBBM Wrigley Bldg. headquarters 
to open up additional production 
room at the -present WBBM-TV 
plant in the State-Lake Bldg. 


While it may be several weeks 
before the new station launches 
any of its own productions, except 
perhaps a new show, Atlass figures 
he’s well fixed for TV talent. As 
just about the last remaining Chi 
exponent of live radio musical tal- 
ent, Atlass and Bill Ryan, his new 
WBBM-TY program director, have 
a sizable staff pool to draw from. 
He points out his present WBBM 
talent nut, all staff pactees, is $20,- 
000 weekly. 


As at WBBM, he plans to lean 
almost exclusively on house-built 
packages to contirlue into TV the 
showmanship identity the AM op- 
eration has earned, 


He’s admittedly interested in a 
couple of outside TV packages that 
were big moneymakers on the sta- 
tion before he took over. One is 
Personality Features’ “Creative 
Cookery.” which has been consist- 
ently SRO during its WBKB run, 
grossing between $400-500,000 a 
year. Negotiations are continuing 
this week. 


Canada Abolishes 
Radio License Fee 


Ottawa, Feb. 24. 


Federal government's 1953 budg- 
et has done away with the long-es- 
tablished license fee for radio sets 
and no license fee will be collected 
on television receivers. In place of 
the considerable annual revenue 
from the $2.50-a-year radio license 
fee, and to partially overcome the 
TV deficit for the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., there will be a 
transfer of the yearly revenue col- 
lected from the present 15% tax 
on the manufacturer’s price of ra- 
dios, television sets and _ tubes. 
Right now, this tax produces 
around $12,000,000 a year. 








Retail dealers were disappointed 
as will be some consumers, pre- 
ferring the abolition of the 15% | the “calendar” idea are just being 

« which could have reduced 
prices of radio and video receivers. 

Budget also put a stop immedi- 
ately to duty-free entry to Canada | t© reprise the entire show. 
of TV sets bought by visitors to the 
U. S. Personal income tax and | that good, let's repeat it for the 
eigaret tax cuts were included in | customers,” Chappell is also pub- 


tax 


the 1953 budget. 


Last-Ditch Zenith 


Natch! 

Next Sunday's (i) “Omni- 
bus” presentation on CBS-TV 
will feature Helen Hayes in the 
Thornton Wilder one-act play, 
“The Happy Journey.” Because 
Miss Hayes is currently ap- 
pearing in Philadelphia in the 
legiter “Mrs. McThing,” the 
supporting “Omnibus” cast is 
traveling to Philadelphia this 
week for rehearsals (practical- 
ly traversing the same ground 
as depicted in “Happy Journ- 


ey.’’) 

The N. Y.-to-Philly rehearsal 
junket is made by bus in a 
Greyhound. That’s one of the 
“Omnibus” sponsors. 


Effort to Rescind 
WBKB-CBS Deal 


Washington. Feb. 24. 

A final effort to get the FCC to 
rescind its action in approving sale 
of WBKB in Chicago to CBS was 
made last week by Zenith Radio 
Corp. in its battle to obtain chan- 
nel 2 for regular program, and pos- 
sibly Phonevision, operations. Com- 
pany filed a formal petition for re- 
consideration of the transfer. 


Zenith’s. move was taken to ex- 


fore going to court in an effort to 
Stay .the transfer of the former 
Balaban & Katz video station to the 
network and to deelare the channel 
open. A request to continue the 
status quo was previously denied 
by the Commission but the agency 
said it would defer issuance of a 
construction permit to the network 
for operation on the channel until 
it could consider Zenith’s formal 
petition. 

Zenith’s petition is devoted to le- 
gal arguments as to why it con- 
siders the Commission wrong in 
permitting WBKB to shift from 
channel 4, as required under the 
new allocations, to channel 2 for 
which Zenith applied before chan- 
nel assignments were changed 
when the TV freeze was lifted. 

The petition asserts that transfer 
of WBKB to CBS was rendered 
“moot” by the allocation report and 
that the Commission “should have 
refused to approve the assignment 
of a license which . . . was subject 
to inevitable early cancellation.” 

The Commission, Zenith contend- 
ed, should hold the channel open 
and require CBS and any other 
applicants to compete for the chan- 
nel under the principle by which 
channels are assigned to the best 
qualified operators. 

By its actions, said Zenith, CBS 
“has flouted this principle. If Co- 
lumbia desired to own and operate 
a Chicago TV station, it should 
have stood ready, where circum- 
stances required, to compete in a 
comparative. hearing for such a 
station, as Zenith was and is ready 
to do.” 

But CBS, Zenith continued, 
“struck off upon another route. It 
preferred to pay a large sum 
($6,000,000) for a license to occupy 
a Chicago TV channel, though it 
knew when it bought that this li- 
cense would necessarily be termi- 
nated in.a relatively short period.” 


Godfrey Reprising 
‘TV Calendar Show’ 


Unusual in TV is the repeat, in 
its entirety, tonight (Wed.) of Ar- 
thur Godfrey’s “TV Calendar 
Show,” which Joan Edwards and 
Lyn Duddy wrote for him Jan. 28, 
and which was such a mail-puller 
| that CBS got its Columbia Records 
| affiliate to wax it in album form. 
The 12 special songs comprising 








released by Col and, as coinciden- 
tal exploitation, Godfrey agreed 


| 


| Godfrey observed that “if it’s 


haust Commission procedures be- | 


Finn’s Daytime Chores 
In CBS-TV ‘Power Squad’ 


In a further expansion of his 
“Power Squad” lineup, Dave Jacob- 
son, CBS-TV director of public re- 
lations, has designated daytime TV 
as a separate unit, with Allan Finn 
put in charge of that operational 
facet. 

“Power Squad” has been created 
for the purpose of getting maxi- 
mum publicity mileage on CBS-TV 
programming. 


And Now It's The 
Springboard Plan 


Following up on its Power and 
Checkerboard plans, CBS Radio 
has evolved a Springboard plan 
encompassing weekend news 
shows. New project is designed to 
serve advertisers who haye smaller 
budgets, according to sales v.p. 
John J. Karol. 

Springboard goal is getting a 
very low cost-per-thousand listen- 
ers figure by spotting the bank- 
roller’s message in several differ- 
ent time slots, thus reaching,a big 
cumulative audience. Newscasts 
involved are Larry LeSueur’s 
6:45-7 p.m. Saturday show; Ed- 
ward P. Morgan’s 10:30-10:35 p.m. 
Saturday stint; Bill Costello, Sun- 
days at 12:45-1 p.m.; the 5:45- 
5:55 p.m. Sunday news niche cur- 
rently held by Robert Trout, and 
Morgan's 10:30-10:35 p.m. Sun- 
day edition. 

Plan is designed to accommo- 
date three sponsors. Each will 
get one spot in each of the two 
15-minute newWscasts and one in 
one of the shorter periods. Posi- 
tions in the 15-minuters will be 
rotated weekly and each week the 
sponsor would get a_ different 
five- or 10-minute period, on a ro- 
tating basis. 

Participation in the plan will 
cost about $365,000 a year, or $7,- 
000 a week, less than half of the 
$15,000 weekly it costs to buy into 
CBS’ SRO Power plan. Reason is 
that the talent nut is less and two 
cf the stanzas, which are in the 
late afternoon, get the lower day- 
time rate. 

Web estimates that cost-per- 
thousand impressions figure will 
be around 70e and cost-per-thou- 
sand different listeners will be 
around 87c. The backer will hit 
about 8,100,000 different people 
on the average weekend. 

Karol, speaking last Wednesday 
(18) to the Media Buyers Assn. of 
N. Y., touted the Power plan’s 
economy, saying its cost-per-thou- 
sand impressions is only one-fifth 
the figure for -a full black-and- 
white page in Life mag or a 
weekly half-hour TV show. He also 
said that the skein’s Checkerboard 
provides 20% more audience than 
a bankroller would get under more 
conventional ways of buying time 
and programs, demonstrating the 
network's policy of devising sales 
formats to meet advertisers’ needs. 


Mayehoff Settles For 
506 in ‘Corkle’ Fade; 
Stang Gets $10,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Comic Eddie Mayehoff reported- 
ly accepted $50,000 and Arnold 
Stang $10,000 in settlement of 
their contracts associated with the 
ill-fated “Doc Corkle” teleshow, 
which was cancelled after four 
weeks. 

It’s understood Freeman Keyes, 
the package owner, had insisted 
on a firm 39-week deal with all 
contractees. Pacts rémaining to be 
settled include Billie Burke, Hope 
Emerson, Connie Marshall and 
writers Robert Fisher, Devery 
Freeman and Alan Lipscott. 


FONTAINE “MUSIC HALL’ 
STATUS IS IN DOUBT 


If Seott. Paper. Co. decides to 
ride along with its Wednesday 
night alternate-week “Scott Music 
Hall” show on NBC-TV (client- 
agency huddles are scheduled in 
the next few days). the program 
will undergo a drastic revamp. 

While sponsor reaction to Patti 
Page is favorable, it’s reported 
that Frank Fontaine, who shares 
top billing with the singer, may be 
scratched from the talent lineup. 
Program hasn't been faring too 
well, rating-wise, opposite the 
“Godfrey & Friends” high-rated 














| lishing, 


stanza. 








It's The Last 10 Days That Count : 


Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 


Interest of televiewers in the Eisenhower-Stevenson presidentia} 
race took a dive between. the national conventions in Chicago and 
10 days before the election, a Miami (O.) University survey showed 
But the final 10-day period demonstrated TV’s impact. 7 

A $10,000 grant by the Crosley Broadcasting Corp. financed the 


six-month study of the nationwide TV political campaign. 


Dr. 


Joseph C. Seibert, chairman of Miami’s marketing department, and 
James D. Shouse, Crosley board chairman, reported some of the 
findings here last week. A final report is to be published in June. 

Midsummer decline in interest could “well indicate that can. 
didates might more profitably devote their efforts to personal ap- 
pearances, confined to local areas,” Dr. Seibert said. He claimed 
that those who followed the presidential campaign on TV “were 


better acquainted with issues,” 


Citing Democratic opposition to a federal sales tax, the re- 
searcher found that “19% of those who saw and heard the plat- 
form read to the convention were aware of the anti-sales tax posi- 
tion, in contrast to 12% who received the information in other 


ways.” 
issues. 


Television viewers, he said, were similarly aware of other 


Reporting that the survey indicated ability of television to pro- 
ject personality traits, he said four times as many viewers believed 


Eisenhower to be more sincere than Stevenson. 


Also that Ike’s 


humility and friendliness registered on a larger percentage of 


viewers. 
and speaking ability. 


In contrast, Stevenson i 


mpressed.viewers with his humor 








Congress Asks 


FCC to 


Define Policy 


On Radio Vs. Non-Radio TV Applicants 





BEVO’S ‘TOAST’ COIN 
FOR SCHOOL FUND 


Bevo Francis, controversial cen- 
ter of Rio Grande College’s basket- 
ball team, will bow on Ed Sulli- 
van’s “Toast of the Town” show in 
March but will not lose his ama- 
teur standing under a special coin 
deal. Francis will work for no pay 
but the usual guest fee will be con- 
tributed to his school’s athletic 
fund. 

Rio Grande’s coach, Newt Oliver, 
will appear with Francis. Latter 
has been making the sports page 
headlines via his fantastically high 
scoring sprees in basketball compe- 
tition. Rival coaches contend that 
Francis’s has been playing against 
much inferior teams. 


WHOM No Spanish 
Omelet in Shifting 
Of Show Accent 


WHOM, N. Y. indie, is racking 
up potent sales, evén during 
strongest television hours, via its 
Spanish-language broadcasting 
schedule. Station, which has been 
doing Spanish programs for the 
past six years, last fall jumped its 
schedule from three hours daily, 
six days a week, to five hours, 
added another half-hour last week 
and is planning additional daily 
time later this spring. 

Programs are aimed at the large 
and constantly growing Puerto 
Rican population in N. Y., which 
station manager Charlie Baltin esti- 
mates at 500,000. Together with 
other Spanish-speaking groups, he 
figures a potential audience of 750,- 
000 in the city. 

Station, in jumping its total pro- 
gramming to five and one-half 
hours daily, has also departed 
from the straight music pitch by 
importing shows and ideas from 
Puerto Rico. In its Monday through 
Saturday schedule, it’s presenting, 
besides music and pews, a daily 
half-hour drama, “Marriage of 
Hate,” a 15-minute news wrapup, 
“Happenings of the Day,” a mys- 
tery drama and a situation comedy 
series. All are in Spanish, and 


(Continued on page 37) 


WJZ Sets Eva Gabor 
For Disk Jockey Show 


Eva Gabor starts a disk jockey- 
gab stint for WJZ, N. Y., originat- 
ing from the Belmont-Plaza Hotel 
on March 10. Show will be beamed 
from 12 midnight to 2 a.m., on 
Tuesday through Sunday nights. 
Disk show from Birdland, jazz spot, 
gets trimmed to a 2-6 a.m. stretch. 

Miss Gabor’s show is being pro- 
duced by indie packager Murray 
Kaufman, who also plans to syndi- 
cate it via tape recordings. 
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Washington, Feb. 24. 
The FCC has been requested by 
Congress to “spell out” public pol- 
icy on the question of whether non- 
radio applicants should be favored 
over radio applicants in competi- 

tive applications for TV stations. 
The request was made by a new 
member of the House Interstate 
Commerce Committee, William 


|Springer (R-Il1.), during testimony 


before the Committee last Friday 
(20) by FCC Chairman Pau! A, 
Walker. Springer noted that the 
agency has in the past favored non- 
newspaper over newspaper appli- 
cants for radio stations (other 


qualifications being equal) in order 
to diversify the media of mass com- 
munications. Since radio and TV 
compete for the leisure time of the 
audience, he asked that the Com- 
mission indicate, for the guidance 
of examiners at competitive hear- 
ings, policy on radio vs. non-radio 
applicants for video. 

Rep. Springer noted that Exam- 
iner James Cunningham, in his re- 
cent report favoring radio station 
KLZ over Denver TV Co. fer chan- 
nel 7, pointed out that he could not 
consider the question of radio vs 
non-radio as the issue was not in- 
— in the Commission’s hearing 
order. 


While agreeing that there is com- 
petition between radio and TV, 
Walker said he would not like to 
discriminate against radio appli- 
cants because of his “innate feeling 
of justice’ that broadcasters with 
good records of service should not 
be ruled out of TV. 


Questioned as to policy regard- 
ing theatre vs. non-theatre appli- 
cants, Walker said the question is 
one that requires careful handling 
“as we go along.” 

In reply to a question by Rep. 
Oren Harris (D-Ark.), Walker said 
he favored licensing of networks 
but that he could not speak for 
other commissioners. He agreed 
to pall the members for the guid- 
ance of the Committee on possible 
legislation. : 


Door Closing On 
TV ‘Opening Night 


NBC-TV has taken an option on 
Bernard Prockter’s “Police Story” 
property for sale to Ennds. Latter 
outfit currently sponsors “Holly- 
wood Opening Night” in the Mon- 
day night 9 o'clock segment oppo- 
site CBS-TV champ-rated “I Love 
Lucy,” but it’s been indicated that 
“Open House’? may fold, with 
“Police Story” as the likely suc- 
cessor. 

If deal is consummated, “Police 
Story” will shift to the Coast for 
an origination from the NBC Bur- 
bank studios, with Bill Gargan '" 
the lead role. 

Ennds formerly sponsored “P0- 
lice Story” on CBS-TV, but it was 
yanked by the web in favor of the 
Colgate-sponsored “Mr. and Mrs. 
North,” 
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TELEVISION'S 





‘OPTION TIME’ BLUES 





Yemeni 


Un-American 


Tobacco Co,? 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Letters critical of an American Tobacco Co.-sponsored vidpix 


series are being turned over to th 


e FBI for investigation, according 


to the current TV Writer, organ of the Television: Writers of 


America. A TWA exec said the 


story referred to Revue Produc- 


tions’ “Biff Baker, USA” series, with story supervisor Fenton Earn- 
shaw having turned the letters over to FBI for investigation. 
Article, tabbed “Blacklisted Audience,’ quotes Earnshaw as say- 
ing “It’s a well-known commie technique to criticize a program of 
this type on non-political grounds in order to destroy its political 


impact.” 
rolling. : 
Show deals with an American 


Series exits CBS-TV April 2 when Luckies stops bank- 


businessman (Alan Hale,. Jr.) in 


Europe who usually learns of Iron Curtain plotting and takes mat- 


ters in his own hands to help the United States. 


one viewer beefed on the grounds 


The article says 
the series seems to illustrate that 


United States businessmen in Europe serve as spies, which is con- 
trary to the State Department's repeated contentions. Article fur- 


ther says Earnshaw is “understan 


dably perturbed,” adding “he ex- 


plains his scripts have been approved by the State Department, 
FBI and the Department of Commerce, and that the letter is an 


unfair attack on the show. The 
ceiving adverse criticsm. Every 
this story supervisor takes his 


identity with that of the hero of series. 


re is nothing startling about re- 
creative artist expects it. But 
position seriously, confusing his 
He is, he claims, attempt- 


ing to create positive, constructive kind of propaganda to en- 
courage the American people along the road to worldwide democ- 


racy. Therefore any attack on the 


show is an attack on democracy.” 


Alan Miller, “Baker” producer for Revue Productions, flatly 
denied the allegations that complaints were turned over to the FBI.. 








One Big ‘Lux Video Theatre’ Seen 


Behind Levers Back-to-Back Shift 


More than casual interest attends 





the Lever Bros. switchover of | 
“Lux Video Theatre” from Monday 
night to Thursday on CBS-TV, giv- 
ing it a back-to-back identity with 
anothe) : 
“Big Town.” While some question | 
the decision to mave “Lux” from | 
its potent pre-Godfrey berth on! 
Monday 
encounter the tough competition | 
fron NBC-TV’s audience-pulling | 
“Dragnet,” behind the Lever move 
to effect a’ full hour of Thursday 
programming is seen the paving of | 
the way for a video successor to| 
“Lux Radio Theatre,” oldest and 
by far the most successful network 
dramatic entry in broadcasting. 

“Big Town” is a vidpix entry. 
While “Lux Video Theatre,” a live 
presentation, originates from New 
York, Lever is currently experi- 
menting with some film pilots with 
an eye toward eventually berthing 
the show in Hollywood and latch- 
ing on to the type of valuable prop- 
erties and stars that projected 
“Lux Radio Theatre” into its pre- 
eminent position. 

In the interim, it’s anticipated 
that, when the proper vehicles and 
Stars become available, Lever Bros. 
will merge the “Lux” and “Big 
Town” half-hours into a 60-minute 
Showcase to test the idea of a full- 
blown “Lux Video Theatre.” 








Henry White to Biow 


Henry White, who recently exited 


Lever-sponsored package, | CBS-TV as business manager of the 


program department, 
the Biow agency. 
White moves into the ageny’s 


has joined 


into a slot where it will, radio-TV department as a program | 


coordinator. 


B&A Getting Off 
Groucho Hook In 
Switch to Mon. 


In the sequence of major pro- 
gramming shifts at CBS-TV result- 
ing from the “Biff Baker, USA” 
cancellation and the switchover of 
“Lux Video Theatre” from Mon- 
day night at 8 to the “Biff” 
Thursday at 9 period, the Burns & 
Allen program is inheriting the 
valuable Monday segment, which 
immediately precedes the  top- 
rated “Godfrey Talent Scouts.” 

Thus the B&A program, co- 
sponsored on an alternate week 
basis by Carnation and Goodrich, 
finally manages to get off the hook 
in stacking up against the more 








Coke Sitting It Out 
Until Next Season 


After several abortive attempts 

to crash the bigtime video program 
rosters, Coca-Cola has chimed in 
with a “count me out”—at least 
until next fall. Initially, the Coke 
outfit tried to negotiate a deal for 
a Rosemary Clooney show with an 
eye on the NBC-TV Saturday 
night at 8 slot when “All Star 
Revue” exits the time. Paramount 
Studios, however, refused to per- 
mit Miss Clooney. to do a regular 
TV series. 
Coke execs then blueprinted a 
CBS-TV Saturday night half-hour 
Musiczl stanza, but this, tco, 
conked out. 


PHILIP MORRIS PREPS 
‘LUCY’ SUMMER SUB 


Desilu Productions, which pack- 
ases the Philip Morris-sponsored 
Love Lucy” series, is mulling 


a new vigvix series designed as a 
summer 


on CBS-TV, 
ecw comedy series will bring 
“““ € Quillan into the vidfilm pic- 
*. Desi Arnaz and Don Sharpe 
currently blueprinting the 





replacement for “Lucy” | 


(Continued on page 37) 
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GAGUALTY LIGTS 
ila 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


It's “option time” around the 
networks and the “also rans” in 
the TV programming sweepstakes 
are running for cover. The Cas- 
ualty list is beginning to mount as 
agencies and clients, reappraising 
the rating charts and the cost-per- 
thousand payoff, decide it isn’t 





worth it and are throwing in the | 


sponge. This isn’t radio; there’s 
literally millions involved, and the 
Madison Ave., N. Y., fraternity is 
taking no chances—not if the boys 


want to remain in the good graces | 


of the client. 


The “option time” jitters how- 
ever, have shifted in another di- 
rection this season. Despite the 
fact that the next two or three 
weeks may decide the fate of a 
flock of major nighttime :ntries 
on the TV schedules, CBS and 
NBC are the least perturbed. 


| With choice TV time segments as 


a premium, there’s a waiting list 
for any availabilities that open up. 

This is the era in _ television 
when a time renewal is just as im- 
portant, if not more so, than a 


program renewal. The webs con- | 


trol the time; once the client gets 
out there’s little likelihood that 
he'll get back in. Unless he wants 
to settle for fringe time. 

If, for example, Lucky Strike, 
as happened last week, served 
notice on CBS-TV that it was can- 
celling out on “Biff Baker, USA” 
(because 
over-expanding in TV), 
flat Lever Bros. moved into the 
Thursday night at 9 period to 
solidify its program structure. The 
days ‘when the agency could call 
the turn on choosing a time slot 
are gone; the networks decide who 
gets what and where. If there’s a 
reluctance on the part of the 
agency and client to scrap a show 
(unless they’re prepared to move 
in the following week with an- 
other), it’s only for fear of losing 
the time franchise. 

Dubious List 


A breakdown of the “option 
time” apprehensions embraces a 
wide variety of programming on 
the dubious list. 
cancelling out “Biff Baker” and re- 
leasing the time, Lucky Strike (see 
separate story) is engaged in re- 
appraising its other major TV 
entries. 

Procter & Gamble is calling it 
quits on the thrice-weekly “Those 
Two” quarter-hour comedy show 
on NBC-TY, attributing the cancel- 
lation of the Martha Stewart- 
Pinky Lee airer to high time costs. 
As in the case of “Biff Baker,” 
the time is being relinquished. But 
the network is something less 


(Continued on page 38) 





gramming agenda for '53-'54—a 
five-way network programming 
spread representing an annual out- 
lay in excess of $8,000,000—is due 
‘for some fast and furious reap- 
| praising, with Paul Hahn, American 
| Tobacco prexy, and Ben Duffy, the 
BBD&O agency's No. 1 chieftain, 
collectively engaged in putting the 
individual high-priced components 
‘through some double-barreled sift- 
|ing. It's too early to tell yet, but 
| come next September, and Luckies 
may find itself with a stable of TV 
entries far removed from its pres- 
ent lineup. 

If, as is reported, there are more 
than the usual anxieties confront- 
ing the BBD&O-Ameriean Tobacco 
high command, it’s because even 
with good programming rosters the 
ciggie companies today are going 
through a panicky transitional era 
attending the consumer switchover 
to the king-size product. (Fact that 
Al Lyon, kingpin at Philip Morris, 
'was obliged to make an in-person 
| appeal to “I Love Lucy” viewers to 
‘buy his cigarets, even in the face 
lof the vrogram’s fabulous rating 








] ; 





“Drag on Luckies’ $8,000,000 TV 


The Lucky Strike television pro-| stress and confusions abounding in 


cig-sponsored shows.) 
Lucky Strike finds its-If endowed 


with something less than Top 10) 


programming, despite its costly in- 
vestiture in the TV sweepstakes, 
with the scoreboard at the mid- 
February mark reading thusly: 
Dubious Entry 

Ciggie company recently can- 
celled out on “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” in the Sunday 7:30 p.m. CBS- 


TV period, installing in its place. 


the new Ann Sothern vidpix series, 
“Private Secretary,” which, on the 
basis of critical reaction,- looms 
thus far as a dubious. entry. Fact 
that the opposition show on NBC- 


TV, “Mr. Peepers,” is riding high) 


in the Nielsen sweepstakes, is also 
a factor militating against the 
Lucky Strike slot. 

Jack Benny occupies the segment 
once a month (next season he’s 
scheduled to move in on an alter- 
nate-weekly basis, with probability 
that he'll scrap his radio show), but 
the “Peepers” ascendancy inio the 
bigtime rating payoff could conceiv- 
ably invite a switchover of Benny 
into a new time segment. 

With CBS-TV ruling the Monday 


of, 5 indicative of the current \night rosters (Godfrey, “Lucy”) and 


NTO SWELL 


American Tobacco was | 
in no time 


In addition te | 


4 








NBCs AM-TV News Operation a Sharp 
Then & Now Contrast from ‘Stepchild 


Status to $13,000,000 Billings in ’52 





| Berle’s ‘Molly & Me’ 


It looks like there’s a “Texaco 
Star Theatre” future in Gertrude 
Berg’s TV career. 

Reaction to Mrs. Berg’s integra- 
tion into the Milton Berle stanza 
a few weeks back has continued 
|at such a favorable pace that she’ll 
|be incorporated into additional 
segments this season. 
|into next Tuesday's (3) show and 
will also be written into some 
future scripts. 

Mrs. Berg, under contract to 
NBC-TV, has been on the program- 
ming sidelines all season becauSe 
of the web's inability to clear time, 
despite sponsor interest. 


Duggan Exits NBC 


Over Demand He 
Apologize to IBC 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Although Tom Duggan, Chi 
NBC’s acid-tongued sportscaster, 
and the web severed relations yes- 
terday ‘Mon.) over issues arising 
|from his vendetta against Interna- 
tional Boxing Club, he may return 
|to the network. NBC, it’s under- 
stood, is keeping the door ajar for 
the controversial gabber providing 

he will abide by its: ground rules. 








NBC says Duggan resigned and |} 
he says he was fired over issue of | 


airing an apology to IBC for at- 
, tack he made against IBC prexyv 
Jim Norris on WMAQ and WNBQ 
programs. 
| With NBC-TV’s_ Gillette-spon- 
isored boxing, fetching about 
$2,000,000 annually, hanging in bal- 
ance, NBC brass moved into the 
picture last weekend and forced 
matter to a head. When Duggan 
|refused to “cooperate” in getting 
web off IBC hook, parties parted. 
Faced with legal threat and pos- 
| sible hitch on IBC-packaged boxing 
|shows, NBC veep-attorney Gus 
| Margraf and sports chief Tom Gal- 
| lery brought out to Chi an apology 
blueprint, acceptable to IBC, which 
would put the two stations on rec- 
lord as regretting use of facilities 
'to air personal grievances. 
| Blowup came when web execs in- 
| formed Duggan he would have to 
| soft-pedal his aggressiveness, espe- 
cially in relation to IBC. ; 


with Red Buttons now solidly en- 
| trenched in the 9:30 (after “Lucy”) 
/ slot, the Luckies-sponsored Robert 
Montgomery dramatics has been 
coming off second best in the com- 
petition. Because of the cost, 
Luckies is sharing the sponsorship 
tab with Johnson’s Wax. Decision 
on the '53-'54 ride will probably 
depend on continuance of an alter- 
nate-week bankroller. 

“Biff Baker, USA” vidpix series 
occupies the Thursday 9 p.m. seg- 


“Biff” is bing cancelled on April 
2, after 21 weeks, (client is com- 
mitted to 26 but will use the re- 
mainder as summer replacement). 

Poser, too, is the Saturday night 
“Hit Parade” stanza, with its $40,- 
000 weekly budget, making it one 
lof the more expensive shows on 
a cost-per-thousand basis. Luckies 
|has been scanning the sponsor hori- 
}zons for an alternate client, but 
| without success. It’s now in the 
|No. 16 spot on ARB ratings for 
; January, enjoying an audience 
| pickup from the preceding “Show 
of Shows.” Whether it stays on 
next season, or in the same period, 
_will largely depend on what hdp- 
jpens to “Show of Shows.” 





She goes} 


ment on CBS-TV for Luckies. | 


* News is big business today 
| around the television (and radio) 
| networks, a far cry from the AM 
| days when it generally got a brush- 
| off as a “public service evil” and 
was relegated to “stepchild status.” 
The television networks today, for 
example, are grinding out more 
newsreel coverage than the maior 
film companies — 235,000 feet for 
the NBC-TV news operation alone 
in January, 1953. The webs’ news- 
documentary-feature camera 
squads today represent a global 
setup, surpassing any news-gather- 
ing rivalry. 

Take the “NBC Story” of 1952 
for example. Under the recently- 
inaugurated pattern of integration 
spearheaded by Bill McAndrew, the 
| network’s radio-TV news comb‘ne 
| is a $13,000,000 annual billings bo- 
| nanza (with $5,000,000 alone being 
grossed from the cross-the-board 
“Camel News Caravan,” spark- 
plug of the web’s commercial TV 
news enterprises.) It’s a doubly re- 
markable feat in terms of NBC, 
since it has meant finding the 
| “feed-’em-while-it’s-hot” news tech- 
|niques and developing its own 
|the slick CB approaches, to offset 





the slick CBS news operation and 
its personality-slanted 
;commentator talent which  pro- 
| jected the Columbia network into 
}an enviab'e status. 
Unique Chapter 

| The job accomplished by McAn- 
| drew over the past six months, 
| however, represents a unique chap- 
| ter in the web saga of multiple 
| reorganizations. It has meant re- 
| appraising the domestic staff of 
160°and the 60-odd complement of 
| the NBC foreign staff (including 
stringers) to fit them into the cor- 
rect slots for maximum impact. 
Particularly some major reshuf- 
fling among the European staff, with 
the scheduled buildup, for example, 
of Frank Bourgholtzer, being trans- 
fevred from Washington to France 


It’s Break Bank 
Vs. ‘Big Payoff 


NBC-TV, dealt a daytime TV 
blow with the switchover of the 
Colgate-sponsored “Big Payoff” to 
CBS-TV, will slug it out with the 
rival web by slotting another show 
with king-size prizes, namely 
“Break the Bank.” Latter program 
goes into the 3 to 3:30 p.m. cross- 
the-board period in opposition to 
“Payoff.” 

“Bank” became available because 
of its recent cancellation by Bristol- 
Myers, which had sponsored the 
program in the Sunday night 9:30 
segment on CBS-TV. 

NBC-TV plans to co-op the show 
aS a more attractive sponsor coin 
lure for affiliates, but the going 
may be rough in view of CBS-TV’s 
enviable station lineup (including 
major single-station markets which, 
though basic NBC affiliates, are 
going along for the “Payofi” ride 
on CBS.) 

Bristol-Myers is cancelling 
“Break the Bank” on ABC radio 
| after the March 20 broadcast. B-M 
jhas the Monday-Wednesday-Fri- 
| day periods in 11:30-12 noon strip, 
jwith Toni Backing two quarter. 
hours on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Web hasn't yet decided what 
will replace “Bank.” However, 
| Toni will stick with its two 15- 
minute periods, 


Toni’s Switch 


Toni is replacing its “Crime Let- 
iter from Dan Dodge” on ABC 
! Radio with “Fun for Ali,” an audi- 
ence participationer, on March 6. 
Show goes into the 8:30 p. m. Fri- 
day slot. 

| Series will star Arlene Frances 
2nd Bill Cullen and is packaged 
by Martin Goodman, 
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Merger Hypo Perks 


Meredith, Peerce, Whiting Signed 


ABC Radio Too; 





The increased tempo at ABC, re-+ 
sulting from the hypo of the AB- 
PT merger, is being felt in a new 
programmatic upsurge under the 
direction of web prexy Robert E. 
Kintner. While the web announced 
last week the inking of two Music 
Corp. of America vidpic pilots, 





Dennis O’Keefe, the new beat is| 
also being projected in radio, with 
an emphasis on music and news on 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday eve- 
nings. 

Kintner concept is (1) to capital- 
ize on those three nights on music 
and news as the spheres in which | 
radio scores best and (2) to pro- 
gram in blocks, keeping dialers 
tuned in with a “mood” approach. 
The “boxoffice” lure of names will 
be utilized also, with thrush Mar- 
garet Whiting to femcee the Satur- 
day night lineup of pop tunes, | 
Burgess Meredith to handle the in- 
between music shows on Sunday 
evening and Metop star Jan Peerce 
to emcee the ‘serious music block | 
on Monday, which will be | 
around the skein’s ‘Metropolitan 
Opera Auditions” at 9 p.m. 

Sunday evening tuners will be 
anchored between the early eve- 
ning news-and-commentary _ ses- 
sions and the 9 p.m. Walter Win- 
chell gabcast. The Monday evening 
longhair stretch presages a battle| 
with NBC, which has “Railroad | 
Hour,” “Voice of Firestone,” Tele-| 
phone Hour,” “Band of America” | 
and “Encore.” 

In the video sphere, Hollywood | 
will assume a new importance. 
Kintner and AB-PT prexy Leonard 
Goldenson, who trek to the Coast} 
riext month, will prowl for talent | 
and properties, with comics and} 
situation comedies getting a high 
priority. ABC-TV has for three | 
years had one of the biggest Coast | 
tele setups, the 30-acre old Vita- | 
graph lot, but at present it is feed- | 
ing only one half-hour, ‘““You Asked | 
For It,” to the web, via kinescope. | 

Phillipson Stays on Coast 

William Phillipson, who had} 
been slated to come east as assis- | 
tant to Kintner, will remain on} 
the Coast as general manager of | 
the western division. Several de-| 
partments, legal, labor relations, | 
publicity and public affairs, which | 
previously reported directly to! 
Kintner, will now be under Ernest | 
L. Jahncke, assistant te the prez, | 
on an administrative level. Phillip- | 
son will report to Earl Hudson, | 
veepee moving to the Coast from} 
the UPT setifp and taking over| 
the L. A. reins March 23. 

Regarding real estate, AB-PT 
finance chairman Edward J. Noble 
has been making a swing across 
the country looking over pruper- 
ties. It’s considered likely that the 
skein may buy some sites to re- 
place-space it now rents, similar 
to its purchase of real estate in 
N. Y. enabling it to move out of 
rented quarters, It completes shift 
from the RCA Building April 1. 

Additional program upbeat is 


School Kids Like 
TV With Lunch 


While moppet-slanted shows have 
been pushed off some TV channels 
in the late afternoon to make way 
for more lucrative stanzas directed 
at adults, the kid programs are 
proving potent in naon slots. Al- 
though program toppers hadn't con- 
sidered the mid-day period as a 
good het for juve series, it’s been 
found that a large part of the 
school population returns home 
for lunch, with the youngsters tak- 


| 








CBS Wants Joel Grey 


| Gleason show. 
Network is blueprinting a 60- | 


As Jackie Gleason Sub 


Joel Grey, one of the more 


9 
youthful entrants in the show biz | Johnstone S TV 


built arcand Paul Hartman and| comedy fold, may get the nod as 


star of the projected series under 
consideration by CBS-TV as sum- 
mer replacement for the Jackie 


KGKL’s 2506 Sale - 


San Angelo, Tex., Feb. 24. 

Lewis O. Seibert heads a group 
who have purchased KGKL here 
for a reported sum of $250,000. 
He has been veepee and general 
manager of the outlet for the past 
10 years. 

He also owns interest in KPLT, 
Paris, Tex. and WEAR, Pensacola, 
Fla. 











minute variety show along 
same lines as the Gleason stanza, 


same sonpsorship auspices on a 
full-year basis. 
still contingent on Grey’s availabil- 
ity. It will be his first TV series, 


~ Format for Ike 


A plan for TV-radio-press cover- 


the | age of President Eisenhower's con- | 


|ferences was forwarded to White’ 
lerty last week by G. W. (Johnny) 


National Assn. of Manufacturers. 
Writing personally, and not as an | 


although he’s guested previously; NAM exec, Johnstone suggested 


for Eddie Cantor on “Colgate Com- 
edy Hour.” 


Radio Fringe Time 





A Chi Best-Seller 


Chicago, Feb.- 24. 

Ong of the more prominent fea- 
tures of the changing radio pattern 
being wrought by the prime time 
dominance of @V are the new 
values being put on those hours 
which not so many years ago were 
considered practically throwaway 
fringe time. 

Case in point is WMAQ, NBC’s 
Chi radio anchor, where plans are 
being blueprinted to resume 
around the clock operation to ac- 
commodate those clients who have 
expressed an interest in post-mid- 
night time. Station next month is 
expanding Jack Eigen’s Chez Paree 
remote a half-hour night!y to run 
until 1:30 p. m. Move is being 
made to take care of the bank- 
rollers standing in line to get 
aboard the strip, currently SRO in 
its hour and 45-minute size. 

Increasing interest in the Eigen 
late-nighter has prompted thought 
toward reviving all-night program- 
ming. WMAQ had a 26-week try at 
24-hour programming last year 
when Polk Bros. took over the pre- 
dawn block. Plans this time, how- 
ever, are to offer the period to a 
group of clients. 

Interest in the relatively cheap 
late night hours is in line with the 
trend which has projected the early 
morning eye-opener time slots into 
highly salable commodities. The 
7 to 9 a. m. strip has become a fast 
seller at all the Chi AMers. 


Rival Brewery Sticks 
With St. L. Cards, Despite 
Anheuser-Busch Buy 


St. Louis, Feb. 20. 

Although Anheuser-Busch, one of 
the world’s largest suds makers, 
purchased the St. Louis Cardinals 
Friday (20), the Griesedieck Bros. 
Brewery Co., a rival, will continue 
to broadcast the play-by-play of all 
Cardinal games through the forth- 
coming’ season. What will happen 
for the 1954 season is a matter of 
much speculation as the Griese- 
dieck Bros. contract with the Car- 
dinal ball club terminates at the 
end of this season. 

When announcement was made 
of the purchase of the ball club 
for $3,750,000 from owner Fred 
Saigh, who recently received a 15- 
month prison jolt and a $15,000 
fine for income tax evasion and 
was virtually kicked ovft of base- 
ball, August A. Busch, Jr., prexy 
of A-B was asked about the cur- 








ing their meals beside the TV 
screen. 

WNBQ, Chi, was one of the first 
outlets to schedule such a program 
and several other telecasters have 
followed suit, including WNBT, 
N. Y.; WPTZ, Philly, and WNBK, 
Cleveland. 

At WNBT, the Herb Sheldon 
strip in the 12-1 p. m. span pulled 
85,000 valentines, hand-made by 
kids, in two weeks. On the basis 
of that demonstration of audience 
lure, five new participating bank- 
rollers were inked for the series 
last week, including B. F. Good- 
rich ‘for Keds), Birdseye, Loft 
candy, Pancordion and Big C Choc- 
olates. Situation points up the 
value of mail as a sales-convincer. 





rent radio setup. “I don’t think 
that makes a great deal of differ- 
ence,” Busch stated, “I am going 
at this from the sports angle and 
| not as a sales weapon for Bud- 
| weiser beer. Griesedieck has the 
radio rights under contract for this 
| year. If they choose to go through 
| with it, it will be alright,’ Busch 
stated. He also said his company 
| has no intention of trying to buy 
| the Griesedieck contract. 





Ray Jones to Texas 
Ray Jones is checking out of 
CBS-TV sales this week and is go- 
ing to Texas. 
He joins KGUL-TV in Galveston 


ager. Station is a CBS affiliate, 


| that Ike’s confabs be covered by 4 | 
| representative but small group—12 
|reporters plus a TV crew and tape 
|recording engineers. His proposal 
jis that the conference be on film 
ifor TV and newsreels, on tape for 
radio, and mimeographed for the 
press. Edited prints, tapes and 
stenographic report would be sup- 
plied to the various media with 
costs on a prorata basis. 

Johnstone proposes that the 
conferences be scheduled on a 
semi-monthly or monthly _ basis 
with “emergency” confabs at the 
discretion of the President. Con-| 
ferences would be moderated by a 
“liaison correspondent,” a name 
AM, TV cr press correspondent, on | 
a rotating basis. He envisages aj} 
' representative group, including one | 
| person apiece from a national tele | 
chain, national radio chain, indie 
tele station, indie AM station, na- 
tional press association, individual 
newspaper, one visiting U. S. news- 
man and one visiting foreign news- 
man, rep of a national theatre tele 
or newsreel outfit, rep from a Still 
photo syndicate and rep of an indie 
still photo firm. 








Yankees May Bypass * 
WPIX Fore-Aft Spot 


|Frank Dennis, ex-Ruthrauff & Ryan, has joined Doherty, 


| partment of Audio-Visual Instruction annual convention . 





Vacated by DiMaggio. 


N. Y. Yankees may go without |} 
a third TV commentator to handle | 





|to sign a sportscaster for the spot 
vacated by ex-Bomber Joe DiMag- 
gio on WPIX, N. Y. Daily News 
station, which televises the games. 
A Yankee spokesman said “It’s 
quite possible” the club may stick 
with Mel Allen and Jim V’oods as 
a two-man AM-TV team and dis- 
pense with the services of a third 
commentator. Allen is a longtime 
Yankee broadcaster, handling both 
tele and radio, the latter via WINS. 
Woods was signed recently as sec- 
ond man, moving up from Atlanta, 
where he did both AM and tele 
commentary on the Atlanta Crack- 
er games. 


Q’NEIL’S 9296 PROFITS 
FROM B’CAST HOLDINGS 


General Tire & Rubber Co. 
gleaned a net profit cf $929,342 
from its General Teleradio hold- 
ings in 1952, the company’s an- 
nual financial report showed. The 
radio-tele profits amounted to 
neariy one-seventh of the total 
year’s profit for the rubber com- 
pany. 

General Teleradio, the wholly- 
owned subsidiary of General Tire. 
owns the Don Lee and Yankee 
networks and owns 58% of the 
Mutual Broadcasting System. 
| President of Teleradio is Tom 
O’Neii, who is also president and 





vice-president of General Tire. 


0’Meallie Vice Wheelahan 
As WSMB (N.0.) Manager 


New Orleans, Feb. 24. 
John R. O’Meallie resigned 
Wednesday (18) to take over post 
of veep and general manager of 
WSMB effective March 1. He 
succeeds Harold M. Wheelahan, 
who managed the ABC affiliate for 





the pre- and post-game color. Team 
i has so far been unable or unwilling | Monica. wh 


board chairman of Mutual and a} 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


CBS’ Ed Murrow addressed inauguration ceremonies of CCNY’s new 
prexy, Dr. Buell Gallagher, last week . , . Red Barber named national 
radio chairman of Sunday School Week, April 13-19... CBS v.p. Lou 
Hausman back after Haitian vacation .. . Louis Dorfsman upped to 
associate director of sales promotion and advertising fer CBS Radio 
.. . Louis Isaacson, ex-Sterling agency, named controller for Friend- 
Reiss McGlone ... “Sunshine Sue” interviewed Rep. William A. Win. 
stead, who’s plugging for a National Hillbilly Music Day,«on her “Sat- 
urday Night—Country Style’ CBS stanza Saturday (21)... Maestro 
Alfredo Antonini to Canada yesterday (Tues.) to conduct the Toronto 
Symph . . . CBS’ “Our Biss Brooks” has the cover story in current 
Life mag on most beautiful school teacher -Latter being wined and 
dined in N. Y. this week. 


WOV’s Ralph Weil off this week on a Caribbean cruise. 
return, Arnold Hartley, dittoes . 





Upon his 
.. Dorothy Gordon to femcee a round. 


|with an eye toward retaining the | House press chief James C. Hag-j table discussion from the Columbia Scholastic Press Assn. confab via 


NBC March 14... Disk jockey Bert Wayne back at WNEW after two 


Deal, however, is} Johnstone, AM-TV director for the | years away for his health . .. Dennis Morgan dropped out of Sunday's 
| (1) “Theatre Guild” play on NBC due to infection; John Lund will sub 


... Martin S. Pollins, ex-WAAT, has rejoined WNJR, Newark, as na- 
tional sales manager . . . Leona Powers, marking 50 years in show biz, 
feted by fellow thespers on NBC's “My Son Jeep” Sunday (22)... 
Clifford, 
Steers & Shenfield, as veepee and director of radio-TV commercials 
.. . Edward F. Libby, former Marine Corps AM-TV officer, joined the 


| Harold C. Meyers ageney as producer and sales rep. One of his first 


duties will focus on a half-hour musical variety TV show starring Bob 
Pitkin, musical comedy player, and Pee Wee Erwin orch, which the 
agency is peddling . . . Leon Goldstein, WMCA veepee and program 
chief, in St. Louis participating in the National Education Assn’s De- 
. Mutual 
ad-pub veepee Bob Schmid off for a four week European jaunt... 
WNEW program chief Bill Kaland skedded to speak at Queens College 
March 10... Flack Mike Jablons vacationing in Mexico . .. WHOM 
deejay Willie Bryant voted most popular man in Harlem in an Am- 
sterdam News poll, also profited in the March Magazine Digest .. . 
WHLI, Hempstead, using high school students as writers, directors and 
announcers of their own Saturday morning show . . . WOR sales chief 


| Bill Crawford taking two week vacation following his jaunt to the 


Brokers and Canners convention in Chi this week . . . Jack Walker and 
Evelyn Robinson take over emcee chores on WOV’s post-midnite airer 
from the Palm Cafe in Harlem. 


Bernard Dudley, the ex-radio-TV announcer, now prexy of Southe 
west Oil Corp. outfit, is drilling in Oklahoma, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Frank Samuels, coast radio-TV head of the William Morris agency, 
will pass the next three months in the east on client deals .. . Hobe 
Donavan, who wrote the Smilin’ Ed McConnell show for the past 10 
years, turned author and had his first tome, “Wind of the Desert,” ac- 
cepted for publication . . . Intimates of Red Skelton want him to for- 
get about radio and all else for rest of the year. Shock to his nervous 
system from recent surgery will take that long to wear off, they say 
... Harry Owens got the jump on his songwriting confreres by coming 
out first with a song on Hawaii’s impending statehood. It’s called 


p Hawaii Is the 49th Star” (in the Flag of the USA) and may be ac- 


cepted as the island’s official song . . . Carroll Carroll, who closed the 
Ward Wheelock agency, which he headed, is dusting off his type mill. 
He used to write all those words that used to spill from Bing Crosby 
on “Kraft Music Hall”... Irving Fein, CBS radio director of publicity 
and exploitation in Hollywood, in N. Y. for summer campaign plan- 
ning . . . George Baron named general manager of KOWL, Santa 
ich recently transferred ownership from Arthur Croghan to 
Robert McClure and the Fink brothers. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Paul Scheiner named KGO station manager, replacing C. L. Me- 
Carthy, now owner-manager of KROY, Sacramento. Scheiner, former 
KGO sales boss, was succeeded by John Hansen, ex of KECA, Holly- 
wood ... KNBC changes: Jane Lee (Dorothy Rankin) resigned after 
10 years conducting “‘Woman’s Magazine of the Air;” Doug Pledger 
launched daily 45-minute platter-chatter show, 9:30 a.m.; Marjorie 
King signed to voice daily interview series, 11:30 a.m., beginning March 
1... Bill Weaver emceed Marie Wilson’s p.a.’s at Golden Gate The- 
atre. . .Ralph De Salle joined KCBS production staff to handle “Waitin’ 
for Weaver” and “This Is San Francisco” shows .. . Prexy Frank 
White in for looksee at local NBC property . . . New fathers of new 
sons: Phil Markinson (KYA) and Ted Carlsen (KROW)... And a son 
for Dexter Scherling of KGO . . . New jobs: Ed Dunbar to NBC net 
sales, here; Stan Johnson to CBS sales . . . Visitors: James Melton; 
Gordon MacRae; Pauline Fyederick . . . KCBS’s Doris Macdonnell to 
wed Guernsey Frazer, Jr. . . . Wanda Ramey subbing for vacationing 
Elaine Doyle on the Les Malley shows. 


IN CHICAGO... 


* Chi veep Harry Kopf in New York on biz. . . Bud Campbell will do 
the play-by-play on 10 Chi Cubs’ exhibition games teeing off March 7 
via WIND . .. Ted Kudelko upped from sound man to producer status 
at WBBM, handling Julian Bentley’s 6:45 p.m. newscast and Kay Ash- 
ton-Stevens’ 11 p.m. show . .. WMAQ expanding Jack Eigen’s “Chez 
Show” another half-hour to make room for additional clients. Nightly 
stanza is currently SRO with 14 bankrollers sharing the present hour 
and 45 minutes ... Chi NBC news chief Bill Ray guestspeaks on radio- 
TV freedom of information at the Michigan State Radio-TV Confer- 
ence at Lansing, Mich., March 6 .. . Western singer Dan Carter taking 
over a five-minute slice of WBBM’s early morning “Country Hour 
Harry Leckrone, formerly farm editor at WLW, Cincinnati, has 
joined the J. Walter Thompson public relations Dept. . . . Otto Bremers, 
| assistant manager of the WNBQ-WMAQ ad-promotion department con 
_ ducting a series of advertising workshop classes for the Central YMCA 
adult education program . . . Mennen Shave products renewed Joe 
Foss’ 7:15 a.m. WBBM news for another 52 weeks... Bill Albert Sheetz 
‘Ol’ Bill Albert) has come up from WLEX, Lexington, Ky., to join the 
WENR announcery, working-on the station's “Country Junction” folk 


music show ..,. Red Blanchard hosting a 40.minute morning deejay 
strip on WLS. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Gene Autry, in town for show at Arena, will make guest appearance, 
sauntering through WCAU-TV’s live Western “Action in the After- 
noon,” Friday (27) . . . Bill Stern and Ray Arcel, announcer and match- 
maker for ABC’s Saturday night boxing bouts, were guest speakers at 
Cigar Table of Philadelphia dinner in Penn Sheraton (19) . . . Harvey 








the past 25 years. 

O’Meallie joined WTPS as com- 
|mercial manager in 1947. Prior to 
| that he was a retail advertising 


as assistant to the general agg Fee exec of The Times-Pica- 


yune-New Orleans States comba, 


Huston, former New York and Maryland radio exec, is the new Ppro- 
/gram director at WKDN, Camden . . . Lee Stewart, partner of Bo 
Horn on WFIL--TV’s matinee “Bandstand,” will launch new daily morn 

ing program “TV Coffee Club,” beginning (23) from 9 to 10:45 a.™. 
S «- Joseph S, J, Mayer, assistant director Internal Revenue, Phila- 


_.a..«fContipped on page 38) 
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tween network programs. 
standards for the shorts. 


£ “quickies” or “shorties.” 


shorts. 
using them heavily for Rinso. 


— 


| NO WRITERS’ 


Era of the Shorts 


A new word in the radio lexicon is the “short,” an eight-second 
announcement sold by the local station in the 30-second break be- 
While outlets have been selling these 
for some time, they are currently assuming new importance and as 
a result the Station Representatives Assn. this week will announce 
SRA, incidentally, frowns on the tags 


Generally speaking, the trend in the AM spot announcement 
field has been towards 60-second plugs, with most bankrollers feel- 
ing that a full minute is needed to tell their story. 
some advertisers believe that their strategy is best served by the 
Hewitt, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather, for instance, has been 


However, 


As a result of the increased demand for the shorts and the fact 
that requirements have differed from station to station, the SRA 
is standardizing them at eight seconds, or 16 words, 
organization helped standardize IDs eight-second shared station 
identification announcements in TV). 
subseribed to the ID standards, SRA topper Tom Flanagan reports. 


Last year the 


Almost all TV stations have 














Calvary 


When the Calvary Baptist 
Church Hour takes to the air next 
Wednesday (4) on WMGM, N. Y., 
it will mark the 30th anniversary 
in broadcasting of the oldest gos- 
pel program in broadcasting. The 
107-year-old church, the center of 
evangelism, started broadcast- 

ing over its own station in 1923, 
and has been: at it continuously 
since. 

Broadcasting history of the 
church has been as colorful as its 
leaders. In 1923, when it took to 
the air over WQAO, its own 1,500 
transmitter, Dr. John Roach Strat- 
ton was in the pulpit, denouncing 
the theory of evolution, divorce, 
nude art, the shimmy and ouija 
boards. While the vigorous funda- 
mentalist concentrated his atten- 
tion on these matters, he proved 
himself something of a prophet 
with the statement that “radio is 
destined to take a place second only 
to the newspapers as a means for 
immediately and directly reaching 
the masses of the people... . I 
hope our radio system will prove so 
efficient that when I twist the 
devil’s tail in New York his squawk 
will be heard across the continent.” 

Church soon found that it was 
operating on the same frequency as 
WHN, and a policy was evolved 
whereby WHN would bow off the 
air while the church program was 


(Continued on page 38) 


WPIX Starting Color TV 
Tests On Installation 
Of 100,000-Watt Setup 


WPIX, N. Y. Daily News station, 
Starts color TV transmission ex- 
periments Jate this week, coinci- 
dent with the installation of its 
new 100,000-watt transmitter. 

Station will test the high-pow- 
ered transmitter for wrinkles in 
color transmission, using the new 
National Television Systems Com- 
mittee’s compatible color system 
for the experimental signals. 

Tests will attempt to determine, 
using NBC's color program mate- 
rial and equipment, just what kind 
of color and black-and-white recep- 
tion of color signals are obtained 
on N. Y. sets with the new RCA 
transmitter. It’s the first test of 
color signals on the newly-manu- 
facturod 100,000-watter, and find- 
ings w ll be made public after com- 
pletion of the test May 2. 

_WPIX will use the call letters 
KE2XNK for the color programs, 
Which will be beamed between 8 
and 11 a.m, daily. Station will use 
the 100,000-watt transmitter for its 
Tesular broadcast too, marking con- 
version from its former 21,000 


Ch’field Taking Full 











Ride on ‘Stork Club’ 


Chesterfield, currently backing 


Church Hour Now ‘Twisting 
Devil's Tail’ to Yearly Tune of 70G' 








Dig That Diva! 


Metropolitan Opera stars, 
swapping humorous yarns 
about the musical world and 
its personalities during an in- 
termission in the Saturday 
(21) performance of “La Bo- 
heme” on ABC radio, came up 
with this quip about the 
“chemical components” of a 
w.k. singer: 

“She’s 40° conceit, 30° 
throat trouble, 20° agent's 
fees, and 10°% talent.” 








N. Y. B’casters 


Cautioned On 
Hearing Pickup 


Networks and stations 
York State have been 
awakened to the fact that a law 
put on the books last year bars the 
picking up of most hearings from 
within the state’s boundaries. That 
would include radio, TV or news- 
reel coverage of the probes by Sen. 
Tobey on waterfront crime and by 
Sen. McCarthy on the Voice of 
America, both slated to hit N. Y. 


Situation is brought into focus 
by a letter from Wendell P. Brown, 
solicitor general in Albany, for 
Nathaniel L. Goldstein, state at- 
torney general, informing stations 
of the amended law, Section 52 of 
the state’s Civil Rights Law, which 
declares, “No person, firm, associ- 
ation or corporation shall televise, 
broadcast, take motion pictures, or 
arrange for televising, broadcasting 
or taking motion pictures within 
this state of proceedings in which 
the testimony of witnesses by sub- 
poena or other compulsory process 
is or may be taken, conducted by 
a court, commission, committee, 
administrative agency or other tri- 
bunal in this state.” Violations 
are termed a misdemeanor. 

Some broadcasters feel it is an 
attempt by the state te control AM 
and TV, which are under Federal 
regulation, and that it discrimi- 
nates against AM, TV and the 
newsreels in favor of printed news 
media. They feel that the timing 
of the letter indicates an attempt 


(Continued on page 37) 


‘CONTINENTAL’ DICKERS 
WMGM RADIO SERIES 


Renzo Cesana, better known to 
tele audiences as “The Continen- 
tal,” is dickering with WMGM, 
N. Y., for a daytime AMer. Nego- 
tiations aren’t completed yet, but 
it’s understoed the show would be 


in New 





alternate-week editions of “Stork!a pitch at the housewife, with 


Club” on CBS-TV, picks up the | some music. 


tab every week effective April 4. | 
Gemex has been taking the alter- | longer on tele in its original form, 


hate edition of the 7-7:30 
Saturday show. 

Ciggie’s agency is Cunningham 
& Walsh, 


p. m. 





! 


Cesana’s “Continental” is no 
but he’s got a syndic#ted film show 
spotted locally. This would be his 
first radio venture, aside from 


guest appearances. 


rudely | 


MARKET BETTER 


ill 


Dramatic shows on 
are relying on the freelance writer 
to a much greater extent than in 
radio. In AM it was usual for one 
scripter or writing team to grind 
out, week after week, a half-hour 
original for “the little theatre off 
Radio City.” But in TV, where the 
need for fresh yarns and stories 
is so great, it’s proving too grueling 
a strain for one scripsmith to carry 
the load. 

Even in somé situation comedies 
and private-eye stanzas, where one 
scribbler gets screen credit, he 
often supplements his own scripts 
with editing and polishing the 
story lines of others. Some of the 
hour-long shows Which had been 
relying on a siable of -writers are 
now actively soliciting material 
| from freelancers outside the circle 
of regular contributors. 

The problem was pointed up re- 
cently at a meeting which NBC 
vice-chairman of the board Sylves- 
ter L. (Pat) Weaver, Jr., had with 
writers and their agents. Weaver 
stressed that the networks are de- 
pendent on authors and asked for 
new, original ideas. The big ques- 
tion raised by the typewriter wield- 
ers was, “If we do get something 
new, whom do we submit it to?” 
A significant development was last 
week’s appointment of Robert Alan 
Aurther, himself a frequent writer 
for the show, as literary editor of 
NBC-TV’s “Philco Television Play-. 
house,” to facilitate the procure- 
ment of teleplays. 





Robert E. Sherwood, 





CRAMP | 





N 


VIDEO 





FREELANCE AG 


television 





Westinghouse’s $8,500,000 WPTZ 
Buy; Philco Unloads 


NBC Affiliate 





Bicyle Circuit 

Pacting of Bobby Sherwood 
for the emcee role on “Quick 
As A Flash,” which preems 
on ABC-TV March 12, finds 
the ex-bandleader with a mul- 
tiple showcasing in radio-TV 
as one of the newer persenal- 
ities in the coast-to-coast pro- 
gram picture. 

In recent months, Sherwood 
has achieved a major identity 
as one of the regulars on the 


Milton Berle “Texaco Star 
Theatre.” And, in addition to 
“Quick As A _ Flash,” he’s 


moved into the early-morning 


competitive “wake-up sweep- 
stakes” with his WJZ radic 
show, 





Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 
Phileco Corp. has sold television 
|} Station WPTZ to Westinghouse 
| Radio Stations, Inc. for approxi- 
imately $8,500,000. Sale was re- 
vealed in a statement issued jointly 
| by E. V. Huggins, president of the 
| Westinghouse chain, and James H. 
Carmine, vice president of Philco. 

Deal is subject to approval of 
the FCC and the transfer of own- 
ership not expected to take place 
for a month or more, depending 
upon state of the FCC docket. 
Switch will bring on little physical 
change sjnce the WPTZ studios 
and offices have been located in 
the Westinghouse-owned KYW 
| Bldg. since 1947. 


| 

| WPTZ. t 
i ¥ ads, 

' 

| 





the only one of Phiiadel- 
phia’s three television without ra- 
dio «ffiliation, under new deal will 





Walker Deplores 
FFC Budget Cuts: 


False Economy 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
It's false economy for Congress 
to cut down year after year the 
appropriations of the FCC in the 
face of vastly increased demands 
for services which add to the na- 





tion's wealth, Commission chair- 


NBC-TV, which recently pacted | man Paul A. Walker told the House 
last week ! Interstate 
inked Thomas W. Phipps to do 12| Friday (20) at a briefing session’ said: “Television broadcasting was 
hour-long scripts in a year, giving | to acquaint 


Commerce Committee 


new members with 


|the web material and the writer a| agencies under their jurisdiction. 


| guaranteed income. 

| Suspense Field Acute 
{ 
the 
to directors 


lticularly acute in 
| field, according 


agency toppers, concerned about 
j}the sameness of whodunit plots, 
are trying to lure into tele some 
top screen scenarists, but as yet 
don’t have the big coin to offer. 

One reason for the mystery 
writer shortage, it’s said, 
“blacklist’ which virtually has 
forced out of the industry several 
names with a reputation for devel- 
oping the documentary type of 
thriller. A further factor is the 
formula taken by many crimellers, 
emphasizing heroics and violence, 
with some scripters consequently 
moving into other pastures that 


(Continued on page 37) 


is the} 





While recognizing the need for 
reduction in government expenses, 


| The shortage of writers is par-! Walker told the Committee that in 
suspense | the 


expanding broadcasting and 


of | communications fields “progressive 
| mystery and mayhem series. Some | 


limitations” on FCC budgets ‘can 
only result in additional delays in 
establishing activities of a wealth 
producing nature.” 
Communications facilities, he 
testified, “are being increasingly 
utilized to provide widely-varied 
and ever-expanding services to the 
public which, directly or indirectly, 
contribute to the soundness of the 
nation’s economy: either as impor- 
tant new aids to production or the 
furnishing of essential services or, 
as in the case of TV broadcasting, 
as an important new area of eco- 
nomic activity in and of itself. 


“We do not believe that it is) 


(Continued on page 38) 











and ABC-TV one. 


Lineup follows: 





How They're Rated & What They Cost 


American Research Bureau rating figures for January, '53, proj- 
ect NBC-TV into the Top 25 lead with 14 entries. 


CBS-TV has 10 


Interesting aspect of the lineup reveals that 
there are seven filmed properties among the Top 25 favorites. Con- 
spicuous by its absence from the lineup is the NBC-TV Saturday 
night ‘All Star Revue,” while its competition, the Jackie Gleason 
Show, winds up in the No. 12 spot. 


Cost 
(Exclusive 
Network Rating Of Time) 
LL’ 2 Serene ee eer errr rey CBS 68.2 $38,000 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts .......... CBS 61.5 25,000 
Godfrey and Friends ............ CBS 52.9 25,000 
Wee eee SOE Tess. Fecvedeotiacs NBC 50.6 20,000 
Teese Bias TROIS occ cccccccacs NBC 50.1 50,000 
DE Tis Acc ace shed eb.adesae NBC 48.6 30,000 
Your Show of Shows .occccccnccscs NBC 43.8 29,700 
(Per 12-hr.) 
Wee OU BANOS boss caccectcessve CBS 41.6 8,500 
Colgate Comedy Hour 
(Abbott & Costello) ..........+.. NBC 40.0 50,000 
Fireside Theatre . Rss lt 0 cece NBC 39.8 18,000 
Our Miss Brooks ................ CBS 39.8 27,200 
Jackie Gleason Show .......essse- CBS 37.4 54,000 
nn. .. 00 of, coats saghkasbeesaee 4 CBS 36.5 11,500 
T-Men in Action ....... bs maven’ NBC 35.4 15,000 
Tee G8 Te DOWD ic cicsetéevcscee CBS 35.2 25,500 
Weer Tt PareGe ..cscsecsvsdese NBC 34.6 40,000 
Television Playhouse ........++-- NBC 34.1 26,000 
My Friend Irma ...... ee kinase CBS - 33.8 20,500 
Blue Ribbon Bouts .........++++- CBS 33.7 15,000 
Cavalcade of Sports .......+++++05- NBC 33.6 15,000 
MET ‘sc s'snvssessatedeaeneus NBC 33.4 17,000 
Robert Montgomery Presents .... NBC 33.0 33,000 
JS 2 eye ee 32.7 25,000 
Kraft TV Theatre ......6..eeee0+ NBC 32.6 17,500 
The Lone Ranger .......-+++- ---- ABC 32.4 17,000 


have the same management as 
KYW. Both WPTZ and KYW are 
NBC affiliates. 

Endorsement of the sale by the 
FCC will lead KYW to withdraw 
| its bid for UHF channel 17, which 
| was submitted in June, 1951. In 
jaddition to KYW, the Westing- 
house chain also operates WBZ-TV, 
|in Boston, and radio stations in 
Pittsburgh, Boston, Springfield, 
Mass., Portland, Ore. and Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Huggins indicated that the pres- 
| ent staff at WPTZ will remain un- 
der new ownership. Ernest B. 
| Loveman, vice president and gen- 
eral manager of Philco Television 
! Broadcasting Co,., is in charge of 
the outlet. 

In explaining the move, Carmine 


undertaken by Philco 20 years ago 
in order to gain first-hand experi- 
ence in this field and to augment 
the company’s early research and 
engineering programs on TV re- 
ceiving sets. Sale of WPTZ at this 
time will enable Phiico to conceng 
trate its activities in its principal 
fields of research, development 
and production of television sets, 
|radios and major appliances, and 
the manufacture of electronic 
equipment for the Government and 
industry.” 

WPTZ, the only station eperated 
by Philco, is one of the nation’s 
pioneer television stations. It was 
established in 1932 as an experi- 


(Continued on page 34) 





‘Cadillac Back Into 
Network Radio Via 
| CBS; Out Since ’37 


For the first time since 1937, 
Cadillac is buying network radio. 
|General Motors unit has bought 
ithe Sunday 5:30-5:45 p. m. period 
for “Cadillac Choral Symphony,” 
conducted by Dr. Frank Black, on 
CBS Radio, via MacManus, John & 
Adams. Back in '37, Cadillac had 
a show on NBC. 

Contract is for 13 weeks and 
covers 19 stations, with the web 
feeding another show to the rest of 
the skein. As a result of the sale, 
| the Bob Trout world news roundup, 
previously aired at 5:30, is being 
trimmed to 10 minutes, in the 5:45- 
5:55 p.m. At 5:55, web is insert- 
ing the Cedric Adams briefie for 
Sonotone. 

Adams has been skedded at 4:55, 
but that period is being taken over 
due to the expansion of Arthur 
Godfrey into the 4:30-5 span, with 
Rybutol picking up the tab. King- 
an Foods has the Godfrey digest 
in the 5-5:30 stretch. 








Davisson Resigns ‘Variety’ 
In Chi for Zenith Post 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Farrell Davisson (Dare), Chi 
Variety radio-TV staffer for the 
past three years, has resigned te 
join Zenith Radio Corp,, effective 
March 14. 


He'll work in Ted Leitzell’s pub- 
lic relations dept. 
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CURTAIN TIME 

(Pyrmalion Was a Woman) 

With Beryl Vaughan, Geraldine 
Kay, Peter Collins, Toni Gil- 
man; Hugh Downs, announcer 

Producer: Harry Holcombe 

Director: Lynwoed King 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 

CHI DODGE DEALERS 

WNBQ, Chicago j 

(Grant) 

Just when the Chi thesping fra- | 
ternity was beginning to despair | 
of ever having a-dramatic show 
going again on the local TV chan- 
nels. Grant Advertising and the 
Chi Dodge dealers came along with 
a tele version of “Curtain Time.” 
patterned after a demised NBC 
radio series of the same name. 

The new project has to be 
judged pretty much by network 
standards since it may be assumed | 
the Windy City audience uses a 
“Kraft Theatre” or a “Studio One” 
as its benchmarks rather than any 
Chamber of Commerce loyalties. | 
Despite the obvious budgetary lim- 
itations of a strictly local enter- 
prise. the opening show (18). “Pyg- 
malion Was a Woman” demon- 
strated that the basic technical 
and talent tools are available to 
permit the series to compare ade- 
quately with the network yard- 
sticks. That is, if on further out- 
ings the series can overcome that 
old scripting bugaboo which got 
the first show off to a weak start. 
That’s a problem not limited to 
the lesser budgeted local produc- 
tions. 

The fluffy yarn, penned original- | 
ly for the radio series by Irene 
Colvin and adapted to TV by Marv 
David, failed to match the compe- 





tency of the four-member cast and | 


the pro league camera work turned 
in by director Lynwood King’s 
WNBQ crew. 

Lightweight story had to do wiih 
the daughter of a charm school 
mistress who fell in love with one 
of the male clients while helping 
him smooth out his rough edges. 
Guy signed up for the course be- 
cause he had a secret crush on a 
glamour TV star. Mom steers the 
fellow back onto the right track 
by getting the queen to go into a 
gumb dame act when the two final- 
ly met. 

The four managed to breathe 
some life into the stock characters. 
Beryl Vaughan was especially 
good as the love-smitten daughter 
Peter Collins handled satisfactorily 


the tough quickie transition from | 


a roughneck to a smoothy. Ger- 
aldine Kay came through with a 
highly professional job as the 
mother and Toni Gilman scored 
with her dumbbell switch. 

Hugh Downs worked the blurbs 


in his usual proficient fashion. 
. ene. 





SEARCH FOR SONGS 
With Del Courtney, Jack Wash- 
burn, Tommy Paige, Patty Prit- 
chard orch 
Producer: Del Courtney 
Director: Jim Eakins 
30 Mins.; Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 
SYLVANIA TV 
KPIX, San Francisco 
(Durstine) 
It was rough sledding on the 
kickoff (17) for this song search 


idea originated by Del Couriney a 


year ago for his informal Sunday | ment. 


matinee series. 


a & eA 


\the music-score, were typical. The | prowess, but he can (1) deliver) jing but matter-of-fact style that 





- 


> = nn ttn i ttn’ * 
; Tele Follow-Up Comment —} 


The Met Opera's studio presen-| Saturday (21) the leading lady; Show was highly diversified, yet 
tation of La Boheme on CBS-'clown demonstrated that she can| had good pacing and some fine en- 
TV's Roca - oO Sunday a a above ad terial. Ezio Pinza | tertainment. | 
was a beautiful production. Like | and ex-middlewéight champ Rocky T name the : 
last month’s initial Met try with Graziano joined the farceuse in a Frankie Laine and fame Boyd, 
‘Fledermaus,” it took up the whole ' flashback outing pinned on mis-| who teamed for the first time with 
$0 minutes of “Omnibus” time, taken identity, with the basso try-| a preview of two of their forth- 
for one of the best things in the ing all the way to prove she was | coming Columbia disks. Team was 
16-week series. Staged especially the sweetie pie waitress he mar-| 4 natural, scoring especially in the | 
for TV, in a well-condensed ver- | ried while a music student in Vi-| jatter number, a light affair called 
sion by Met asst. manager John/enna and the boxer functioning.as|“Te]] Me a Story.” Laine closed 
Gutman that retained all the es-'her boyfriend prop on which an! the show solo. beitin home “I B 
sentials, the lovely musical ro-| abundance of gags was. hung. lieve.” 7 , 8 ° as 
mance of thé 19th century Paris Amid this lightweight artifice. ; 

Bohemians came off with a high Miss Raye and her guests went Another duet was Maria Riva 
grade of artistry and appeal. along with the hour-long joke to and John Forsythe in a scene from | 
_ Cast chosen was especially good,| mixed results. The comedienne Noel Coward's “Cavalcade.” Pair 
in attractive young people who opened well as a song demonstra- enacted a honeymoon voyage se- 
could act as well as sing. First-\tor in an emporium where Pinza| }cue Despite some excellent | 
rate singers, they enunciated clear- thought he recognized her from thesping by both, the duolog| 
ly (with only occasional excep-| the schmaltzy days. This s seemed a little strained and point- 

) J 5 3 s segued : 
tions). so that the new colloquial! jinto the Vie S 3 less until at the end, Miss Riva 

‘ 4 | nna sequences with]. ; 
English libretto by Howard Dietz.| Miss Raye pursuing a gypsy terp| lifted her cloak off the rail and} 
with its sentimental passages and routine and clinching with Pinza | Tevealed a lifebuoy bearing the| 
cute rhymes, was completely in-| in courtship scenes. imame of the ship—the Titanic. | 
telligible and had a good deal of, Top skit had her and Graziano That last camera shot gave body 
flavor, matching the constant flow- watching on TV the latter's losing | and purpose to the entire scene. 
ing melody of the graceful Puccini joust with Tony Zale. who thereby} On the classical side, Andre 
——. , ke _| copped the crown in 1948. This | Segovia gave forth with some of} 

amera work was particularly was an actual Gillette-sponsored his guitar virtuosity. Although his 
pe ne away any static feel- film of the fracas. contrasted with | selection was a bit long for this 
Ing Curing the arias. Shots such aS the Rave-Rocky live portions in| type of show, it was a treat for 
the trio of artists around the lamp-| which she seconded him between | any music lover. He made his in- 
post, taken from the upstairs win- rounds and, at the knockout point. | strument sound more like a harpsi- 
dow; the third-act finale of the | Rocky was caused to count himself | chord than a guitar 
— of ill-starred lovers; Cafe out. Comic Geesas Gobel re 
Momus scene, or introduction of : e : «Pry scoree Wi 
the cast against the background of ne . eH guest) his excellent routine about his mis- | 
Ss no pretense at histrionic | chievous son. Gobel has a hesitat- | 














} 


i\three sets were noteworthy, e€S-/ lines in the dumbbell Slapsi ° . : 
pecially the third-act scene at the ner and (2) he is eam ye male cn: neg oon beh on en 
joy gates, which had spaciousness |the laughs come at his expense. someone on the street cot per 
Be “;- Good direction by Bob| In the followup, based in Grazi-/telling him what happened since 
Banner kept action fluid, in a story ' ano’s dressing room after the fight.| Jast they met, and the st ‘] ee 4 
— devoid of it. he and Miss Raye put over a nifty | highly effective . eee 
FB og ace gyn Mog a Wey of integrated “plug for Johnson & athens 2 fe 
nee g } imi. with a pure, lyrical Johnson bandages. . hid ae rollerskating turn 
. ype Ah at_was very appealing There wasn't much from here | ¥@S Solid. James did dificult spins 
and choice. Brian Sullivan was a in. Emery Deutsch was spotted fid- with ease and neatly essyaed some 
fine | Rodolfo, although a slight | dling in the “Little Vienna Cafe,” | ‘Wins and spins with only one 
jnasal quality. occasionally marred Pinza was still trying to identify nage Sheree North came over 
is —_——e —s, Guarrera was a Miss Raye ‘via birthmark), mean- | from “Hazel Flagg,” but failed to) 
preven } arce lo, pan a sonorous | while tossing in a song, and the | impress with her dance turn large- 
oy one. Brenda Lewis was visu-| Herb Ross dancers were seen in a/ ly because in an attempt to get in| 
| ally and dramatically very cute as | ballet. Miss Raye, backed by off- too much she accomplished too 
}the minx Musetta, although a little screen chorus, sang “Blues in the little. 


JACQUELINE SUSANN 

With Cy Newman, announcer: Sally 
Forrest, = Jordan, guests 

Producers: Newman, Di 

yt oop Beb Eberle : eae 
Mins.; Tues,, 11:05 p. 

TV HOME GUILD ne 

WOR-TV, New York 
Jacqueline Susann launched a 


| weekly variety-gab-fashion show 


over indie WOR-TV last T 

(17). Slotted in a ibavenios 
period, it’s an informal potpourri 
with pitches to both husband and 
wife. 

Initialer opened with an instry- 
mental quartet doing “With a Song 
In My Heart,” with static lensing 
Miss Sussann then brought out a 
dress manufacturer, interviewed 
him briefly about his long years in 
the field and ‘a nice twist) had him 
narrate a fashion show of his togs 
—all in the low-price bracket 
Models appeared of amateur status. 

Comic Will Jordan chatted with 
the femcee and then did a slick 
group of impressions, including Ed 
Sullivan, Bing Crosby afid Charles 
Laughton, in a smoothly scripted 
act that was highspot of the pro- 
gram. Another fashion segment 
started with a tete-a-tete with a 
furrier on mink mutations and 
included a display of some samples. 

Closing portion was a gabfest 
with actress Sally Forrest. Inter- 
spersed with the entertainment 
elements were some mail-order 
spiels by Cy Newman for a food- 
freezer plan, a watch, etc 

Miss Susann is relaxed before 
the cameras and gabs pleasantly 
Show would benefit by concentrat- 
ing more on one fashion insert and 
giving the guests a little more 
meaty subjects to discuss. Direc- 
tion was shaky, and lighting and 


| camerawork can also be improved. 


ril 


SHERM’S SHOWPLACE 
With Sherman Butler, guests 
Producer-director: Milt Komito 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1 p.m. 
Participating 
WMAL-TV, Washington 

This is a d.j. show with a pro 
duction format and a laudable at- 
tempt to get away from statie ef- 
fect of most TV platter spinning 
shows. It comes off well, on the 


shrill or muffled sometimes in her | Night.” By sharp standards, a so-so| .G2€ Foster dancers. together ,qwhole, despite some dead spots 


)singing. Support was good, while | show; but for Miss Raye, another, With Ray Bloch’s solo pi 
s : Miss ye, : ch’s s piano, 
conductor Alberto Erede handled opportunity to prove her mettle opened with some fine precisioning | 





|orehestra and singers with deft au- | as an up-and-at-’ and soft sh ‘ork iszt’s “ 

( nd s -and-at-em funstress. g shoe work to Liszt’s “Hun- | 
thority. Alistair Cooke made an Peed 4 Trau. garian Rhapsody.” Ensemble work 
excellent narrator, brief, explicit | was some of the best seen on} 
and effacing. Bron. | | video recently. Bloch orch did its 





Alicia Markova did the classic | usual capable showbackin job 
For a half-hour show. the Ar- solo, “The Dying Swan, on NBC- Sullivan provided one of his ‘off. | 
Pain mn gfe a TV’s “Your Show of Shows” Sat-| beat moments by having Jack 
gp ) ei, ssion buys @iurday (21). It was an evocative Sharkey show Mickey Mantle tk 
jas talent. For example, Sun-| performance, with consummate | elements of fly casting. | Chan F 

ay’s (22) layout on DuMont, com- | grace and feeling. The prima bal- : pecs: wos rye 
prised three acts in the name cate- | lerina’s exquisite movements 
gory — . = =~ 2 er ae caught the full pathos of the “swan | WABD's “One Man's Story” and 

— Ro : pg SB oa sane song” by Saint-Saens, although a its evening equivalent. “Mono-| 
bang hong Ae By - ryn } ve |less familiar selection might have | Drama Theatre,” have been con- | 
smiling counterpart of Ed Sullivan ot ggalh Be <4 qi yo a ful ext me eigen 7 me ow rnne 
4 . - Als e dance depart- | ful) experiments in vi : 
|Both are lavish act buyers and | ment, the sock satirists Stake” cad ming, the the Maat gp ed 





and a jerky quality on show 
caught. 

Sherman Butler, well known }o- 
cally in radio d.j. circles before he 
went TV, does a creditable job of 
emceeing and keeping the music 
going in an easy way, casual man- 
ner. He has a pleasant personality 
and a straight manner unmarked 
by smart alec undertones. He has 
guest singers when available on 
local show boards, but special gim- 
mick of show is a synch-film fea- 
ture. This is exclusive with his 
program in area, and consists of 
film clips made for specific pop 
disks, with action nicely synchro- 
nised into tempo and rhythm of 
tune. Generally film has a terp in- 


| b ; ; ° ° r rs ° 
oth do little more than emcee. | Hari did a takeoff on surrealistic | for serial programs and their|terpretation of tune theme, with 


| Mrs. Murray also dances | painti 
eee | paintings, to a score ‘per usual) by | adaptation to monologs. Now - 
| The keystone of Sunday's ses-| Lothar Perl. Using weirdly dec- Try Menkin, packager aa the sie 


appropriate settings and moods 
background. Best bet on show 


sion W i 
as Florence Desmond, the | orated unbrellas, a Daliesque set | has come up with another praise-| caught was a fanciful femme terp 


| British comedienne. She took up/and offbeat costumes. M&H un- | worthy innovation. 


| bit with Bob Eberle’s "40 record- 


| i Dw , 
|a lot of time, but apparently was | corked some clever bits of terp-| With Brotherhood Week and Ne-| ing of “Breeze and I’ background- 


| worth it. She provided a liberal | gymnastics. While the item pleased, | gro History Week for inspiration 


amount of impressions, all of them | it lacked the punch of some of | he produced for last week’s “One 


ing. 
Guests of the day last week were 


packing fidelity, and much of it | their earlier efforts which have a. Man’s Story” the five-portion se-| Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberle 


being witty. She’s probably the | stronger book. vial, “The Ordeal of Frederick 


| . : . 
;Onetime singing team with the 


| most expert of the femme mimes,; Comedywi : * - 
edywise, the stanza clicked | Douglass,” story of the escaped | Jimmy Dorsey orch, who happened 


j}and her gallery of portraits car- | "av j ’ 

: : ar-|all the way. Carl Reiner, who | Negro slave who 

jried a high amount of entertain- sorvet at emcee, sree, Sid Cae- | | ooh gene vege ne Meg 
ETO EAMES FEE, || mogene Coca in several | erial was based on Douglass’ au- 

|.> } jclicko sketches. Initialer, also | tobiography ; 

Cornell and Toni Arden, both prod- |featuring the talented Howard | Seesan. pe. en oo 


In a tuxedo setting with a 12-, : - , 
ucts of the diskeries. Miss Atden | Morris, had the Caesar-Coca duo! The serial deserves special men- 


man orchestra it failed to achieve 


ave : : j | ti 
g an excellent account of her- as a couple trying to get into and | tion for a number of reasons, be- 


its great expectations due to in-| : pa peer: : 
| self with “Because You're Mine,” out of a restaurant in a hurry. | yond the real public service ren 


ferior photography and wordy in-|, : 

terruptions about a double contest despite some of the 
gimmick. Designed to be a musi-/c¢ 3 re 
cale, it descended into talkative | "Snocden “C be Cornell on 
depths and was never able to eX- | : ornell, at the outset, 


cavate itself. 


schmaltzy |Same foursome wa : i 
oe ‘hma ys < s also spotted dered by a drama 2 
tones inherent in her delivery. in a burlesque of a French film, | life of one of Amaries's taost ‘i 


; : - 5 screening on the airer. Anoth the to ; oni : 

gave nha : d er pnotch thes 

Fis Own Caller ean en thins | reprise was the spoof of “A Time | in by John Ssaccisth, ta a herented, 
* . re'in the Sun,” kidding the Holly- | entirely believable performance as 


Mah) ae 3 Be gp Aggy emo Bee femme shrieks from the au- wood version of “An American | Douglass 
‘ ce, and the pseudo swoons Tragedy” and the use of the voice- Second, in the scripting job and 


screened for each show. They are 
vocalized by Tommy Paige, Patty 


from the stage per onnel did ‘ i s ra s 
‘ s ; $s nt | of-conscience soundt ic | 
seem to im Vv r . 7 ack music actual format of the program liie 


Pritchard and Jack Washburn with|In that atmosphere, his stress on/ films to denote Fate. Another tional service through historical 
: storica 


a bandstand backing. 


ithe v i i c i 
e vocal tricks designed to make funny skit was the Caesar-Coca | Programs done in dramatic form 


But viewers’ interest lagged la- the bobbysoxers keel over made | pantomime routine of a couple try- | The serial employed none of th 
3 } e ro- 


mentabiv as Del went through/| im sound like a caricature of the | i i 
‘ ‘an ° P ; , - to % i 
staid introductions of his pane! | S“00M era. . de-mouse their apartment. | mantic hokum customarily woven | 


Miss Coca put across the “Artist's | into historical video shows: it was 


‘(Red Nichols, Bonnie Baker, Meade}, The Cabots seem to be a climb- | Life” w 

2 23 ls : altz and sar’ ialty | strai 

Lux Lewis) presented the compet. | 16 terp trio. These two lads and was a droll Rn myth Be meee | they bane a using the facts as 

ing song writers, explained how |, itl are lithe workers and their | monolog as a swain buying a a | were sufficient to prensa a highio 
- ‘ ride a highly 


viewers could enter the contest | choreography adds up to good ap- | mond ring for his fiancee 


p us details about a subsidiary com 


petition ti which viewers can pen | teamed up with Mrs. Murray for strongly with “I 


_| Plause rating. The two boys | ily Willi i But the real 
vs later Billy Williams , lage registered | om the real, immediate value 
May Be Wrong” | Of the series was to give the 
Be W as pub- 


lyrics to an original tune prepared 2, @ucous “Eadie Was a Lady” | but had a formless arrangement of | lic. through dramatic treat t 
’ : ment ‘as 


by Courtney and his group. 
Unbalanced mikes favored Court 


ney’s talk sessions, but gave a weak gle 


which provi ] i i “ ye’ 
provided a pleasing inter- “Because You're Mine.” Bambi! the most easily understood and 


lude ; 
Saas z Linn and Rod Alex : oe ys . 
There’s also a silly contest an- | effective. Irish douer tae 2 Bill + i ‘fae ee oe 


: Page © cade Viewers are - ; , 
ear to the singers. Winning song| card the t asked to post- Hayes vocal, and Hayes joined | also a Negro, and thereby perhaps 


on the premiere was chirped b 


Jack Washburn whose suave de-' dance lessons 


livery, contrasted with Pritchar 


and Paige. may have unduly in- 
fluenced the jury. The boy is aloe a & 


bound! 


Show needs verbal tightening. 
much more music including bonus 
bits from big hits, and camera 
oe that will not make the 
rasses look like a sea of TV anien-|and screwball Situations get the 


Mas waving in a hurricane. 
Dwit. 


y of i : 
Y | executed end winnere poy My pn Ep es and the singing and | to instill in its audien 
was “Tico.” The Murray system | — g eS = old “Ive | erance really ‘mean. Chan. 
Bas Os- | Charles Sanford’s musical dinedilen 
* [man ‘OntighE and the Max Licb-| gett courle of plenics on the 
’ e on-direction again | }>°\- aturd i " 
oe pm 5 By, a some showed the master touch. Writers Revue” and an re By geo be 
Blin, trepressble ssie. Wicm’btr| Mel Brooker” CUE Kallen and | SColegs Comedy gar” last Sun 
around, dullness takes quick flight , asics look y ‘i! ae — 
Ed Sullivan came up with a/@ud. So far their video slate is 














slightly changed from a previously | mous Negroes. First, there was 


to be in town at same time on dif- 
| ferent club dates. Reunion be- 
/tween the ex-partners, plus fact 
| that Miss O'Connell recently re- 
turned to show biz after retiring to 
_Taise a family, gave this day’s 
/show unique human interest angle. 
Added was bonus in fact that both 
guests are photogenic and appeal- 
ingly modest. 

Strength of show lies in variety 
and the film synch gimmick, which 
falls naturally into pattern of the 
big web shows. Instead of live tal- 
ent, film subs nicely, making for a 
simplified, but pleasant version of 
such top budgeters as “Hit Pa- 
jrade,” et al. Producer gets A for 
effort for format, with extra 
| smoothness needed to give top 
score for results. Flor. 


TV SEWING CIRCLE 
| With Shirley Wall 
| Director: Bob Eberle 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:45 p.m. 
Participating . 
_WOR-TV, New York 

This daytimer is strictly for 
housewives and as such ought to 
‘gather a fairly sizeable following. 
Shirley Wall demonstrates various 


American who was needlework patterns and_ tech- 


{niques that should provoke inter- 
)est_among the distaffers. 

| Opening show had her showing 
|how to make a daisy, then com- 
| bine a number of them to start an 
|afgan. Too much time was used, 
| however, in a pitch for the gadget 
jused in making the daisy, for 4 
, Pattern book and for mail in gen- 
eral. Mrs. Wall could have use 
i the time to better advantage !n 
‘showing other patterns. She also 
|} pointed dut various items pinne 


play. In her r 
eguiar turn on the | solid segment in his “Toast of the| Clean, running from great to up on a board, telling the aud the 





N x “ > ” 
BC-TV “All. Star Revue” last' Town” Sunday (22) on CBS-TV. (Continued on page 34) 


i (Continued on page 30) 
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a long look at 


these NBC.TV 


CO-OP" Programs 


Advertisers and viewers alike are doing so in 


ever-increasing numbers with great satisfaction! 


Who Said That? 
_¢ Mondays—10:30 PM—NYT) 


3 Currently sponsored in 25 markets, WHO SAID THAT? has 
a current rating of 19.2. Walter Kiernan guides a panel of 
celebrities who attempt to guess quotes from the news in tele- 
vision entertainment continually proving its ability to create 


customers for a variety of advertisers. 


American Forum of the Air 
(Sundays—2:30 PM—NYT) 


Public service, prestige, promotion, plus profits for any adver- 
tiser availing himself of the nation’s best-known, most-honored 
forum show. Ted Granik moderates top leaders in vital, current 


discussions. 


Among current NBC-TV CO-OP advertisers are: 


Pure Oil Company Rochester Gas & Electric 
Pittsburgh Brewing Co. Philco Dealers (Portland, Ore.) 
Reynolds Metals Indiana Motor Truck Ass'n. 
National Bank of Tulsa Lone Star Gas Co. 

Manor House Coffee - Shenandoah Life Insurance Co. 


First Fed. Savings & Loan (Wash., D. C.) 





The Gabby Hayes Show 
(Wednesdays —5:15-5:30 PM—NYT) 


A foolproof Western film format, already proving itself for 
Quaker Oats on Mondays and Fridays. Excellent adjacency to 
Hawkins Falls and Howdy Doody. Tremendous merchandising 
and point of purchase aids, 


* An NBC-TV CO-OP gives you all the flexibility 
of a syndicated feature with the added impact 
of live television. Exclusive sponsor identifica- 

' tion in the market(s) of your choice at a sur- 


prisingly low cost. 


NBC Radio CO-OP Programs are: 


Bill Stern Every Day (Meredith Willson) 
Dangerous Assignment H. V. Kaltenborn - 
(Brian Donlevy) Richard Harkness 
The Jane Pickens Show Morgan Beatty 
Howdy Doody World News Roundup 
Home Edition of the News 


for further details consult your nearest NBC-TV station or 


NBC CO-OP SALES 


30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 


~Jargee VvPst rans 1%. SZeE FO BI te Vat CD Lard YRVUIG ivat 46 sett ise sa 4 e+-sGr 
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atterns could be obtained in the 


ook. 

Mrs. Wall herself employed en- 
tirely too much of the pedagogical 
approach. She was too formal and 
stilted in her speech, and a trifle 
too superior in manner. She might 
try working on ‘a more friendly, 
«elaxed basis—it’ll win her more 
viewers, 

Camera work was good, espe- 
cially in the closeups of Mrs. Wall 


doing her work. Chan. 
YOUR INCOME TAX 
With Frank Galligan, Streeter 


Stewart 
Producer: Ben Huddleston 
15 Mins., Mon., 7 p,m, 

WBZ-TV, Boston 

One of a series of TVers pre- 
sented by local Director of Inter- 
nal Revenue’s office to expedite 
taxpayers filing of tax returns, 
this one dealt solely with buga- 
boos encountered in making out 
Form 1040. Using a blownup form 
for a backdrop, announcer Stewart 
tossed ueries to Department’s 
Frank alligan who, in_ turn, 
passed along the info in clear and 
concise wordage so that the most 
inept form filler should have no 
difficulties. 

Galligan pointed out that an- 
swers should be printed rather 
than written, many taxpayers add- 
ing unnecessary burdens to the 
overworked collector’s staff due to 
the illegible penmanship which re- 
sults in a lag in mailing out re- 
funds. This alone should prove in- 
centive to cause improvement in 
filing for collectors to write this 
one-shot off as a success. Elie. 





BILL SEARS SHOW 
Director: Ray Schwartz 
96 Mins., Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. 
Participating 
WCAU-TYV, Philadelphia 
Bill Sears, whose “In the Park” 
puppet show, 
ment, has launched a 90-minute 
solo stint, with news, chatter, sto- 
ries, cartoons and records. Sears 
has the quiet personality that goes 
with his show which he calls “a 
room temperature sort of thing.” 
Spieler is mild, but also alert and 
resourceful. Pattern is informal 
but employs several running gags. 
There’s a commuters’ handicap, 
with a scoreboard for four neigh- 
bors running for the station. 
Designed more for the ear than 


Television Reviews 


Continued from page 28 


is a network seg- 














Now starring on NBC’s 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturdays, 8-9 p.m., EST 


the eye, because of the hour, there 
is still plenty visual interest. 
Mothers’ Recess, a_ baby-sitting 
segment, offers cartoons and Sears 
| with a beard, as the Magic Man of 


the Moustain. There are pictures, 


of husbands for wives who never 
see same. With apparent pride in 
WCAU-TV’s new suburban set-up, 
camera travels about corridor and 
grounds and also takes look at 
heavy early morning traffic on 
City Line, outside the building. 

| Sears uses different vehicles for 
|getoff-wheelchair, stage coach, 
'horse and buggy—the latter trans- 
| portation means borrowed from 
studio’s live Western “Action in 
Afternoon.” Relaxed and inventive, 
both mama and junior should find 
Sears pleasant around the house 
j|when the breadwinner leaves. 
| Sears also does the commercials in 
ja quiet, but convincing manner 
| that should sell the homemakers. 

Gagh. 





Class B Chi Stations 
Set Pact With AFTRA 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Formal signing is expected this 
week by the Chi American Federa- 
tion of TV & Radio Artists and the 
seven Class B radio stations on a 
new two-year talent pact. The 
actor, singer and freelance an- 
nouncer fees are boosted 10% and 
the staff gabber weekly minimums 
were upped $12.50 to $14.25 bring- 
ing the minimum range at the vari- 
ous indies from $114 to $126. 

New contracts were wrapped up 
after only four joint bargaining 
sessions and basic agreement was 
reached prior to the ending of the 
present pact which expires Satur- 
day (28). 

Stations 
WAAF, WAIT, WGES, 
WJJD and WHFC. 

AFTRA negotiators Ray Jones 
and Sa#ford (Bud) Wolff will next 
turn their attention to WCFL, 
labor-owned station. 


Teegarden’s RCA Exec VP 
Is the 3d-in-Command Post 


L. W. Teegarden’s election as 
executive veepee of Radio Comp. 
of America gives this company 
vet the third-in-command post, 
next only to board chairman Da- 
vid Sarnoff and prexy Frank M. 
Folsom. This is the spot for which 
Joseph H. McConnell was slated 
before the ex-NBC president re- 
signed to become prez of Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet. ~- 

Teegarden was v.p. in charge of 
technical production of the RCA 
Victor division for many years be- 
fore being tapped for the new post. 


involved are WIND, 
WSBC, 








Lousiville — Barney Arnold, 
WHAS Farm Program Director, 
has announced the appointment of 
Hayden Timmons as Asst. Farm 








: Mgt. William Morris Agency 


Director of the station. 





CBS-TV IN DAYTIME 
PROGRAM RESHUFFLE 


With Colgate moving its “Big 
Payoff’ show from NBC-TV in a 
later shift, giving it the same 3 
p.m, slot on CBS-TV, two other 
Columbia stanzas will be obliged 
to shift. Originally scheduled for 
3 p.m. was the new Eddie Albert 
| show. 
| When “Payoff” shifts to CBS on 
' April 2, a month after the Albert 
'show preems, the latter situation 
|ecomedy will be moved into 3:30, 
| with the “Action in the Afternoon” 
program (now seen at 3:30) going 
to 4 p.m. 


Share-Time TV 
Station Okayed 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
The counterpart of an early type 
radio operation received its initial 
authorization by the FCC last week 
with the issuance of a permit for 
a share-time TV station to two 








Calif.. area. The innovation, by 
which two broadcasting companies 
divide time on the same channel, 
will be watched closely as a possi- 
ble alternative to joint applications 
by radio competitors entering into 
partnership in a TV operation. By 
joining in channel-sharing arrange- 
ments, applicants in mahy commu- 
nities assigned only one channel 
can avoid hearings and get permits 
quickly. 

The first share-time TV station 
(actually stations) will be operated 
by the Monterey Radio-TV Co., in 
which Harry L. (Bing) Crosby holds 
a 24% interest, and radio station 
KSBW in Salinas. The applicants 
originally filed competing applica- 
tions for the only VHF channel 
allocated to the area but decided 
to join in a voluntary sharing ar- 
rangement in order to avoid costly 
and leng drawn-out hearings. A 
permit for the UHF channel as- 
signed the area was previously is- 
sued to the Salinas-Monterey TV 
Co. 

Under the sharing plan the two 
stations will have separate call let- 
ters but plan to use the same trans- 
mitter, sharing the cost equally. 
However, separate studios will be 
Maintained in Salinas and Mont- 
erey which are about 14 miles 
apart. 

The stations will each broadcast 
4212 hours a week. 


Bymart Exits ‘Family’ 

Bymart, the Tintair outfit, has 
served notice on CBS-TV that it’s 
cancelling out on the daytime 
“There’s One In Every Family” 
program, effective second week in 
March, (Program's origination is 
being moved to the Coast.) 

Columbia Records last week 
pacted for a brief participation 
sponsorship on the show. 








| applicants in the Monterey-Salinas, | 
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of oil properties and equipment, 
pital. The 
first shares for selling costs an@ 





OFFERED AS A SPECULATION 


SOUTHWEST OIL CORPORATION 


582,000 SHARES 
(COMMON STOCK) 


The company intends to wse the proceeds of this 


50c per share 


© Share in the ownership of an oil company. 
© $500 will buy 1000 shares. Minimum order $100. 
© Long-term growth potential offers maximum tox advantages. 


Send for offering circular giving full information about the company. It will be sent 
without any obligation on your part. Read the circular carefully. Then, if these shares 
appeal to you, send us your order and check; or buy thru your bank or broker, 


olen atmace me caneants oF olines DE ALExs 








& COMPANY, INC: 149 BROADWAY, NEW YORK © LY. Dighy #1500 . 


offering te poy back loons mode for drilling ond exquistion 
Med ot aden cae 
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per share. Proceeds to the company 37% ¢ per share. Tetal 
sion $72,750. Total offering price less such commission $218,250. 

Because these securities ore believed 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 


ction with this 


Por Valve 10¢ per shore.’ 
~o a2 De coongy Rom cemananes Mey Gave 
p such exemption, if available, does not indicate 
either approved or disapproved by the Commissi mission considered 
of the statements in this conaintinatien. ee - 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 
Radio’s merchandising consciousness has reached the point \) 
stations are competing with each other to tie in with organiza‘ione s 
retailers. Latest station to join the bandwagon is WOR, Mutya) a ~ 
ship in N. Y., which last week completed a tie-in wfth the Pharmaceur 
cal Council of Greater N. Y., representing some 4,100 independent 
| drug stores. nt 
- WOR plan calls for a 15-minute cross-the-board daytimer plus insti 
tutional spots to plug drug products and stores. with point-of-saje dis, 
plays in the stores plugging WOR shows and products advertiseq ne 
them. ° 
Interesting aspect to the tie-in is that WOR has been pitching th 
idea since last fall, with free institutional spot announcements a< ; Mee 
| to a retailer organization. At that time, the N. Y. State Pharmaceutica) 
| Assn., repping some 5,000 druggists throughout the state expressed 
interest in a tie-in, and WOR promotion department started work on 
the project. 
Promotion stunt which Frank Zuzulo and his Mutual press depart 
ment pulled at the political conventions in Chicago last summer won 
| him and the department second prize in the Freedom Foundation 
| general category awards last week. Press staff turned out columns by 
| Mutual radio commentators and wired them, plus special features to 
| some 600 newspapers all over the country as a public service. Mutua), 


'of course, got the names of their commentators in the papers. Zuzulo 
| submitted the stunt to Freedoms Foundation in the genera] category 
| department and came up with second prize in competition with 2.000 
other entries, for helping to promote “a better understanding of the 
American way of life.” 





Radio-Newsreel-TV Working Press Assn, will make its first annual 
“Mike and Screen” awards at a dinner in the Waldorf-Astoria Hote} 
N. Y., May 27. John Daly and Edward R. Murrow will announce the 
winners at the event. 

Proceeds from the dinner will go to the Damon Runyon Fund. 





Joint Broadcast Advertising Bureau-Broadcast Music, Inc. sales and 
program clinics is getting enthusiastic endorsement from the field and 
dates and sites are rapidly being set. 

Seven of the 42 meetings have already been skedded: 

Milwaukee, Plankington Hotel, May 25-26; Detroit, Fort Shelby Ho. 
| tel, June 10-11; Louisville, Seelbach Hotel, June 17-18; Portland, Mul. 
|nomah Hotel, June 24-25; Denver, Cosmopolitan Hotel, July 1-2: Ro. 
|anoke, Roanoke Hotel, July 8-9, and Minneapolis, Radisson Hotel, 
| July 9-10. , 





} 





| Richard Stanley, CBS empolyment manager, addresses the job coun. 
| seling division of the N. Y. chapter, American Women in Radio & TV, 
| at 5:30 p.m., March 9. 

| He’ll cover “How to Apply to a Network for a Job.” 
| limited to AWRT members. 













Admission is 
Chairman is Lillian Okun of WMCA. 





Number of broadcast industry people will address the two-day an 
nual convention of the American Public Relations Association, to be 
| held in Washington, March 2-3. Speakers will include Ralph W. Hardy 
|} and John H. Smith, Jr., of the National Assn. of Radio and Television 
| Broadcasters; John Scheuer, of WFIL, Philadelphia; and Walter Comp- 
| ton, general manager of the DuMont o.&o. video outlet in Washington, 
| WTTG. Among the speakers will also be Assistant Secretary of State 
| Carl McCardle, who oversees the operations of “Voice of Ainerica” and 
the international motion picture unit of State. 
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Pick Temple’s $250,000 
WTOP-TV & Giant Foods 
Deal Paces D.C. Field 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Pick Temple, WTOP-TV hill- 
billy singer, was pacted past week 
by Giant Foods Department Stores, 
Ine., in a. $250,000 time-talent- 
merchandising deal, largest in lo- 
cal radio-TV history. The cross- 
the-boards, seven days a _ week, 
moppet show will be accompanied 
by an elaborate promotional cam- 
paign involving newspaper adver- 
tising, spot announcements, store 
displays, giveaways and contests. 


Record deal culminates a sky- 
rocketing career for Temple, a 
Baltimore singer who worked for 
years as a statistician in U. S: 
| Census Bureau, and got his show 
| biz Start by singing folk tunes at 
|local gatherings. He started at 
| WTOP, the Washington Post 
owned CBS outlet on a once a 
week, 15-minute show three years 
|ago. He has gradually built to a 
daily juve attraction, with partici- 
pating sponsorship. Time of show, 
4 to 5:45 p.m. daily, and 11 to 
12:30 Sunday, will remain the 
same, as will the informal format 
featuring Temple’s dog, “Lady,” 
three or four moppet guests, an 
occasional big name guest, plus 
tunes and chatter. Contract gives 
the 26-store food chain exclusive 
rights to the cowboy personality 
for two years. 


; The $250,000 price tag for the 
first year is placed upon a series 
of promotion stunts, besides out- 
lay for time and talent. These cen- 
ter around the Pick Temple per- 
sonality and a “health” motif, in- 
volving such gimmicks as use of 
the cowboy’s picture on end labels 
of bread; health contests and 
charts; western displays at com- 
pany’s store; giveaways of 15,000 
buttons, 100,000 balloons and 200,- 
000 comic books, 
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DALLAS— 
FT. WORTH 


AS A TW MARKET! 





_ (241,832 Sets 
Against 196,985!) 


WKZO.-TV (Official 
Basic C.B.S. Televisios 
Outlet for Kalamazow 
Grand Rapids) reac 
28 rich counties ™ 
Michigan and Nort 

ern Indiana—in whie 
Videodex rep? 

that WKZO-TV & 
106.1% more afte 
noon viewers than § 
tion “B”! Get all 
facts! 


-WKZO-TV 


Cleveland — George Medinger,]: - monn ms 
FETZER BROADCASTING 








vice-president in charge of radio- 
TV for the Indians, has ruled all 
Bill Veeck Brown games off the 
|air following decision not to tele- 
cast home games because of 
Browns’ owner attitude for TV 
kickback. Browns already have 











been ruled out of night games. 








re ra ee bees oe eee ee le ee 


pom wm mH = 


pera 


Ver 
n 
ti 
Lo 
Sta 
I 
by 
0 
S| 


























53 Wednesday, February 25, 1953 VARIETY RADIO-TELEVISION 31 
mans baa 7 
inces {RO ; 
Can. TV Worms Way Ralph Kiner, Bob Prince’s | ROBIN ROBERTS SIGNED | Saturated N.Y. Has Rad 
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les and upped this to minimum $100. CBC | music show “Saturday Symphony,” | emcee of the Thursday night 10:30-|N. Y., figures culled from it dis-| Seavey, 37, has been in radio 
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Royal Alexandra’s IATSE (AFL) | shows, starting March 2. will have a N. Y. origination. families number 521,900; radio-only Falls, N ; 
y Falls, N. Y. 
elby Ho crew, in that CBC members are in 
nd. M = the Association of Broadcast En- 
oie gineers (CIO). Another fee of $4 ; 
n Hotel per audience head further com- : = 
’ plicated matters, the Royal Alex- S = 
andra seating 1,525 and sold out = == 
ws for opening night, with Governor- = sen . == 
ob coun for openiat: Bae. we = For Advertising Knowmanship = 
® = = P 
= H a9 = Translating ideas from dreams into 
eink ts = plus Hollywood Showmanship...it’s = hora. .dg = elena 
vcs’" | RIVERS NAMES KELLER = = postive action is opecialita’ work, re 
P AS 4 ST ATION PREXY = = quiring specialized skills, equipment, 
m, to be . , = : 6 = and knowledge. Kling, a léader in the 
W. Hardy - 2 noe ae —_ an == motion. 3 graphic arts for 18 years, offers you the 
‘elevision - =U. , ** ‘ =a . re 
er Comp. named William H. Keller, Jr., pres- = icture 3 experience, facilities and staff to do a 
shington, ident of ‘the four Rivers’ radio = P 3 _ superior job on any assignment. 
of State properties. Rivers, resigned his = = 
rica” and post as president of WEAS, Deca- = = , 
tur; WJIV, Savannah; WGOYV, Val- = = Hundreds of advertisers have come 
soe dosta (Ga.), and KWEM, West = = to Kling with their motion picture and 
Memphis (Ark.) and Memphis = = 3% F 
| | aul (Tenn.), to devote more time to = = television film problems, and Kling has 





his Southern Television and Radio 
Sales outfit here. He continues as 
board chairman of the stations. 
Keller was veepee of WEAS. 
He'll now head up the four-station 
setup and will be in charge of the 
sales outfit. Video applications are 
pending before the FCC on three 
of the stations, with the WEAS 
application withdrawn last month. 


Evans’ Dixieland To 
Get Mpls. D. J. Spread 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
Doc Evans, Dixieland specialist 












































carried through for them—from crea- 
tion to distribution—in sales training, 
public relations, and television! Kling’s 














solid background of ‘‘Advertising 








Knowmanship”’ benefits everyone. 


But there’s another big plus— Kling’s 
“Hollywood Showmanship”! In our 
Hollywood studios, we employ top- 
flight Hollywood talent for you—from 
big name stars to top calibre writers, 
directors, and technicians. 


Cece ae Et “ F ioe ~ At Kling, ‘Advertising Knowman- 
. IS § n e wor 7 : - 
here. He'll become disk jockey ship plus Hollywood Showmanship” is 


March 2, airing Dixieland records 
—including a lot of his own—at 
5:15 p.m. daily over KEYD. 

He’s also being bid for TV pro- 
Sram based on Dixieland. 


Havana CMBF-TV Preems 


Havana, Feb. 17. 
The Cuban capital's third TV 
Staticn, CMBF-TV, which went on 
the air last week, will up its sched- 
ary to nine hours a day on Sunday 
i 





Program includes local and in- 
ternational news, cartoons, docu- 
mentary and feature films and sev- 
eral sports events that the CMQ 
Network controls exclusively. These 
include professional bexing and 
Wrestling, amateur boxing, profes- 
Sional and amateur baseball, jai- 
and all sports events run by 
the Amateur League. 

Station has a 5 kw DuMon: trans- 


aia, 














the winning combination that assures 
bigger shows, films, and television 
commercials with greater impact for 
smaller budgets. Give Kling a ring, and 
discover for yourself! 


Now on the presses! Our new bookiet of inside infor- 
mation about Kling services. Write for your free copy. 


your only single source for: 




















Kling studiog 


MOTION PICTURES 
ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL ART 
TELEVISION FILMS 
SYNDICATED SHOWS 
SYNDICATED TV COMMERCIALS 


mitter and a six-day superturnstile e SLIDE FILMS 
anienna atop CMQ’s Radio City 
It beams on Channel 7. ripe tae PHOTOGRAPHY 
: aie ea 601 North Fairbanks Court 
») more channels are slated to j 
( here. Local trade is sspecu- . HOLLYWOOD DISPLAYS 


ha ‘ on what level the rity will be 





(Ray Patin Productions) 6650 Sunset Boulevard 


SALES TRAINING 


a)'c to support five TV stations. NEW YORK 
= ‘ * ’ ., 
. affiliated with Thompson = © 40 E.Sist S AND MAINTENANCE MANUALS 
New Orleans—Benton Paschall, DETROIT 


ep and gen, mgr. of WNOE here, 
‘ned director of radio relations 
’ Gov. Robert F. Kennon of 
‘Utsiana, Paschall has set up a 
‘lewide network to broadcast a 
onthly “Report to the People” 
»’ the governor, with WNOE, 50,- 
000 watt MBS affiliate here, as key 
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RADIO-TELEVISION 





KSTP-TV Doubles Dollar Volume | 
Via Hypoed Salesmanship Formula 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 





ABC Perks 


Continued from page 26 


evidenced by “ABC Album” which 
program-talent veepee Robert M. 
Weitman is launching. It will be a 
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ide Stuff—Televisior 

Inside Stuff—Television 
Resolutions advocating wider use of non-white actors on TV and 
radio programs were passed at the annual meeting of the Coordinat- 


ing Council for Negro Performers in N. Y. Wednesday (18), Repre- 
sentatives of the Committee on Racial Equality were present and gave 








day, Thursday, Saturday and Sun- 


Sales plan and technique new to! day also have been sold out from 
radio and TV, at least in this Twin | the first night. * 
Cities area, have more than! The effort to find new business 


dramatic series on Sundays at 7:30 
p.m., starting in mid-April. Tomor- 
row (Thurs.) an on-the-air audition 
is planned for new panel stanza, 


the CCNP assurances of their organization’s support. 





doubled the KSTP-TV dollar vol-| 
ume of its time and production 


| 


sales within five months, as com-) 


pared to the corresponding period 
a year ago, according to Stan Hub- 
bard, the NBC affiliated  sta- 
tion’s head. 

W. R. Brazzil, 
manager, who conceived the plan 
and has put it into effect, describes 
it as comprising “‘better salesman- 
ship and more of it, improved sell- 
ing techniques and sales aids, and 
increased sales effort.” 


Starting last September, station 
launched its concerted drive for 
increased business. Goal was to 
bring immediate tangible results in 
terms of new and renewed busi- 
ness, as well as to create new TV 
medium users and hold the latter 


for year-in, year-out revenue, says | 


Brazzil. 


“There were sales effort revamp- 
ing, a planned sales operation and 
greater sales ability and efficiency,” 
explains Brazzil. “About one-third 
of the plan, primarily a long range 
one, has now been put in operation, 
with aforementioned immediate 
and gratifying results. Formula has 
been that sales depend on sales- 
manship. 


“One of first steps wa¢#to take a 
long look at the station's rate struc- 
ture and consider TV’s value as an 
advertising service in the prospect’s 
eyes. From this came rates re- 
valuation, a time classification re- 
adjustment, and a novelty in the 
TV field—‘the rate card with no 
rate increases.’” 

Much of the increased business 
has come from people in this two 
TV station area who previously 
were unacquainted with TV adver- 
tising’s values, declares Brazzil who 
got his staff out of the “rut” of so- 
@iiciting only inactive customers. His 
theory, he explains, was that busi- 
ness must be built on holding pres- 
ent advertisers, re-activating old 
ones, and finding new ones. 

“To this end, the older KSTP-TV 
salesmen, who have been selling its 
TV time for more than three years, 
were trained to keep current busi- 
ness as well as to develop renewed 
business among their various in- 
active accounts,” relates Brazzil. 
“Two members of the sales staff 
are assigned the exclusive job of 
digging up new business.” 

One result of the planning and 
training, according to Brazzil, was 
to put George Grim, one of the 
Twin Cities’ top ether personali- 
ties and who quit a competing radio 

tation after many years with the 
atter to join KSTP-TV, on the air 
70% sold out at the time he moved 
over and took on the 20 cut-ins on 
the NBC “Today” show. The cut- 
ins never had never. ben sold be- 
fore. Grim’s night shows on Tues- 


| KSTP-TV, Brazzil points out. Also, 
|other new accounts resulting from 
KSTP-TV sales | the plan include Federated Mutual 


| 
| 








has turned up such clients as Arch- 
er-Daniels-Midland, a large linseed 
oil and other products manufactur- 
ing corporation, which has turned 
into a first-rate farm account for 


“Personality Puzzle,” with John 
Conte, emcee, and Henry Morgen, | 
Tony Canzoneri and Dorothy Hart, | 
guests. 

A radio drama series, similar to 
“Album,” is also in the works. It | 
will be tagged “ABC Caravan.” | 
Insurance Co., which never be-| Although ABC-TV currently, 
fore advertised on TV and now | trails the field in hours fed to sta- 
is sponsoring a Grim show; Holsum | tions, it has been picking up in 
Bread, which previously had used | ratings of commercial shows in| 
TV only sparingly and now spon-/| Class A time and is in third posi- 
sors the Twin Cities’ area’s most} tion, ahead of DuMont. Latest | 
expensive program, and General| Trendex report, for February, | 
Tires. shows ABC-TV with the biggest| 

Under the plan, KSTP-TV sales-| gain in average rating over last 
men are trained to sell themselves | February, 2.6 rating points, and 
and their company, to understand|the biggest percentage increase, 
their proposition and how it fits | 30%. For the same span, DuMont 
into their prospect's sales prob- _ 11%, CBS-TV 4% and NBC- 




















Tele Followups 


Continued from page 28 





greater, and no viewer can ask for 
more. 


The threesome tipped their mitts 


|eolor, creed or national origin.” 


| week stretch. 


CCNP said it would “fight to stimulate more employment for non- 
whites” in: (1) dramatic shows; (2) variety shows, with a view to using 
the lesser name artists as well as the bigger names; (3) commercials, 
“which heretofore have completely excluded. Negroes in TV and radio.” 
(4) in musical series, where singers of concert and opera calibre are 
used; (5) in orchestral units; (6) as stagehands on the various TV pro- 
grams; and (7) on a “completely integrated basis withovt regard to race, 
Lester A. Walton presided at the 
meeting. 





Pabst is taking no chances with the weather in its scheduled CBS-Tv 
pickup of the first outdoor boxing bout of the year, the Joey Maxim- 
Danny Nardico go next Wednesday (4) at Miami Stadium. Brewery 
will have a CBS standby camera crew stationed at the Washington 
Arena to come in with the Willie Troy-Holly Mimms tilt there in case 
the Miami bout is rained out. 

Russ Hodges is set to announce the Miami setto, while Jack Drees 
will be stationed with the crew in Washington. In case of rain, the 
Miami bout will be televised (and fought, incidentally) the following 
Wednesday. 





CBS-TV is changing its network option time in the mornings to con- 
form with the periods optioned by the other skeins, At CBS-Tv, 
period had been from 9:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and it is now running 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Where the network’s contracts with affiliates specifies the option 
times, they are being amended to the 10-1 span. The move makes it 
easier all around, since in many markets affiliates are linked to more 
than one web. The old 9:45-12:45 setup had paralleled the situation 
in CBS-AM. 





Latest and perhaps most unusual use of closed circuit tele will be 
by hair stylists. RCA Victor Division will install cameras and 19 
21-inch receivers throughout N. Y.’s Statler Hotel for the International 
Beauty Show, to be held there March 9 to 12. 

With some 25,000 expected to attend the show, it will be impossible 
for all to see the new hairstyling techniques. Hence the closed cir- 
euit video. Besides the question of space, beauty experts are using 
the video technique, adopted from that used to teach surgery, because 
of the multi-view and magnification advantages involved. 





Third annual WLW-Television championship wrestling tournaments 
for men and women grapplers started Saturday (21) night for a 13- 
Matches are staged in the WLW-D studio-arena, Day- 
ton, C., and the finals will move to WLW-T in Cincinnati. 

Ruffy Silverstein won the men's championships the first two years 
and will defend his title in a bid for a $4,000 purse and a $1,000 beit. 
The femme champ will receive a $2,000 purse and a $1,000 belt. 

Programs are carried by Crosley’s TV Ohio web, which includes 
Columbus with Dayton and Cincinnati, and WSAZ, Huntington, W. Va. 








lems, and to be of real service to _ 9%, according to Trendex, 
their customers. which measures the interconnected 
Station also has instituted a/| cities with three or more outlets, | 
series of regular sales training | where competition 1s greatest. | 
laboratories. While such training | Kintner’s aim hy close the gap 
is an old and established part of | Between ABC-IV, with an lid 
most other successful organiza- | 2verage and CBS-TV, with 21.0 and | 
tions sales programs, it’s almost an NBC-TV, with 19.7. 
unknown factor for radio and TV To give the chain a new look, | 
stations aside from the networks, | web will start using its new Amer-| 
Brazzil believes. ican eagle-lightning bolt trademark | 
Sunday (1), as its network identifi-| 
, cation and on letters, ads, equip-| 
. ; ment, etc, O-and-o stations are also | 
World B casting Upping getting new station identification 
? . slides, in similar format and fea- 
53 Budgets; See Radio turing the lightning bolt. 
‘ ar 
Better Buy Than Ever 
World Broadcasting System, 
transcription library outfit, is up- 
ping its production, advertising and 
merchadising budgets by 35% for 
1953, according to veepee Robert 
W. Friedheim. 
He predicted that 1953 biz would 
outstrip last year’s, which was 40% 
above the 1951 peak. He said that 
the sales force is- being enlarged} 
“because of our faith that local 
radio is a better investment than 
ever.” 
On a national basis, local radio 
sales in ’52 were up 7% over ’5l, 
Friedheim stressed. With the up- 
trend expected to continue, World 
has signed Ed McGurdy, Canadian 
folk singer; thrush Gisele MacKen- 
zie, and the piano team, Orton & 
Rarig. New programming has also 
been planned for the present ros- 
ter of stars. A new baseball series 
with a merchandising angle will be 
announced end of the month. 
Among the new shows ready are 
“Whose Birthday Is This?” with 
each WBS affiliate getting a book 
of the birthdays of 1,500 celebs; 
and “Wedding Bells Are Ringing,” 
program of musical congratulations 
to local newlyweds as a “radio so- 
ciety page.” 








WITV — affiliated with all nets— maintains its 
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right off in their opening fashion 
amd underwear parlay of song, 
dance and didoes. Kay Starr’s fol- 
lowup “Kay's Lament” was by way 
of giving livingrooms a bit of a 
hiatus from the opening attack. 
From this‘ point, the trio and sup- 
porting talent went off into a series 
of rapid-fire pitches, topical and 
otherwise, with the mood set al- 
ternately along “Dragnet” lines by 
that TV actioner’s Jack (“My 
Name’s Friday”) Webb. 

With Coleen Gray as looker foil, 
they went off on a 3-D Ritz Bros. 
filler to get in on the trend, inter- 
larded it with a spook terp, and 
then they set the place on fire with 
a takeoff on the pic, “Moulin 
Rouge.” This one fronted a 
stunted Harry Ritz as Toulouse- 
Lautrec and Al & Jimmy R, as 
eatery help, with Corinne Calvet 
decorating the premises niftily as 
a cutie with designs on the painter. 
Running—or dancing—gag here 
was a group of can-can gals cavort- 
ing in and out of the proceedings 
on cue. 

The segue was a walloping base- 
ball skit, introed as a filmed bit 
of the Bros., in uniform, arguing at 
the home plate and converting 
rapidly to live as all of the name 
troupe whooped up a long panto- 
mime of a rhubarb at home on the 
range—the kitchen variety. 

Miss Starr again served as the 
quietus queen with a tuneful 
“Waiting At the End of the Road,” 
but not for long was this mora- 
torium on mirthquackery to pre- 
vail, the Ritzes punctuating the 
ozone with a concert-styled “Dark 
Eyes” and a frenetic “Tiger Rag” 
for their au revoir. Too fast for 
their own good, the mad toppers 
took up the slack at the pre-credits 
with smoothly designed ad libbing 
pegged on shenanigans with Al 
Goodman's tooters. 

So the Ritzes racked another 
score. Credit producer-director 
Ernest D. Glucksman and all crea- 
tive and technical facets. Trau. 








Westinghouse 


Continued f 








m page 27 


mental station, using the call let- 
ters W3XE and has been telecast- 
ing almost uninterruptedly ever 
since. It changed to the call let- 
ters WPTZ in Sept. 1941, when the 
FCC gave the studio a commercial 
license, the second station in the 
U. S. to receive such a license. 
Franklin A. Tooke, general man- 
ager of KYW, said no decision had 
been reached as to whether the 
WPTZ call letters would be 
changed to KYW-TV to link the 
Westinghouse radio and TV sta- 





tions, 


Chi ClO Backs Mcve 
To TV Crime Hearings 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Chi radio and TV stations got a 
new ally last week in their cam- 
paign to open up the City Coun- 
cil’s crime hearings to electronic 
coverage. The Chi Industrial Coun- 
cil, central body for some 250,000 
CIO members, petitioned the city 
fathers to relax its ban on radio 
and TV when the crime committee 
= hearings resume _ Friday 
(27). 

Labor group pointed out that 
full coverage would help focus at- 
tention on the situation and in the 
long pull would help the commit- 
tee in its avowed purpose of weed- 
ing out the hoodlum influence. 


WDTV Rates Hiked 


DuMont web has raised the rates 
of its Pittsburgh o-and-o, WDTV, 
from $1,200 to $1,400 hourly for 
Class A time, effective April 1. 
Increase is the first for the station 
since last summer. Web officials, 
explaining the hike, said it’s long 
overdue. 

Pitt has been one of DuMont’s 
most profitable operations. 





WAAM’S TV SEMINAR 
SETS KEY SPEAKERS 


Baltimore, Feb. 24. 

Key industry figures are sched- 
uled to participate in the WAAM's 
third annual regional Television 
Seminar beginning Friday (27). 

Among the particpants will be 
Lester Lewis, indie packager; Sig 
Mickelson, CBS-TV public affairs 
director; Charles Underhill, ABC- 
TV program director; James Caddi- 
gan, DuMont program chief; 
William I. Kaufman, supervisor of 
program procurement for NBC-TV; 
James O. Luce, chief radio-TV time 
buyer for J. Walter Thompson and 
NARTB prexy Harold E. Fellows. 

Seminar, open to 110 college 
students, is sponsored jointly by 
WAAM, Johns Hopkins University, 
North Carolina U., American U., 
Temple U, and the U. S, Office of 
Education. 

Panel discussions will be devot- 
ed to careers in video and question 
of live vs. film programming. There 
will be a studio demonstration at 
WAAM, with Herbert B. Cahan, 
WAAM _ program’ director, in 
charge. Windup speaker for the 
seminar will be Dr. Franklin Dun- 
ham, U. S. Office of Education, AM- 
TV chief. 
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YOUR CHALLENGE 

With Walter and Peg McGraw, 
narrators 

Writer: Peg McGraw 

Director: Walter McGraw 

NBC Supervisor: John B. Cleary 

60 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. (taped). 


“Your Challenge,” a. study of |” 


prison conditions in the U. S., is 
one of the major extensive doc- 
umentary projects ever aired on a 


mate : . . 
network. This one-hour sustalnee |e ory, en the shock characters 


jand stock story line, and if any- 


is set for a nine-week run in a rel- 
atively good Friday night time 
spot, which may be a tipoff on how 
far video competition has opened 
up cream AM time for this type 


of straight public service enter-| 


prise. 

This documentary by Peg and 
Walter McGraw has been pieced 
together from taped interviews 
with prison officials, penalogy ex- 
perts and ex-cons to give a many- 
sided picture of life inside of U. S. 
jails. This inquiry was touched off 
by the recent wave of prison riots 

The opening stanza (20) focussed 
on the Trenton (N. J.) prison out- 
break of last year under the title 
of “Anatomy of a Riot.” The show 
reconstructed the riot via a studio 
dramatization and then delved into 
its backgrounds via the interview 
technique. Spotlighted was the ob- 
solescent prison building, the mon- 
otonous food, the lack of recrea- 
tion facilities, the 
parole board techniques and the 
prevelance of sexual. perversion 
among inmates. The problem of 
homosexuality, for example; was 
frankly mentioned along with the 
concomitant cell jargon such as 
“punks” and “wolves.” 

Some of the material was famil- 
iar and somewhat pedestrian, es- 
pecially the comments by the top 
correctional New Jersey officials 
who contributed little more than 
cliches to illuminating the prob- 
lem. The interviews with the ex- 
cons, however, gave fresh and au- 
thentic-sounding insights into pris- 
on life. Most effective was a long 
statement by a 28-year-old ex-con, 
who after spending 11 years in 
jail gave a haunting picture of his 
near-hopeless predicament in a so- 
ciety that fears and rejects former 
prisoners. 

The material is dramatic and its 
straight presentation should be 
enough. This series, however, is 
attempting to gild the lily via the 
use of.a musical background that 
tended to make the opening show 
sound like a cops-and-robbers air- 
er. Those musical cues are corny 
and should be cut out as the only 
false note on the show. Herm. 


GI JOE 

(That’s the Way the Ball Bounces) 

With Lawson Zerbe, Jack Arthur, 
others 

Producer? William B. Ziff 

Director: Marx B. Loeb 

Writer: Frank Willson 

360 -Mins., Sun., 4 p.m. 

NBC, from New York 

“GI Joe” purports to be an “ad- 
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venture documentary” series on 


| Korea, designed to tell the folks 
} 


back home just what life is over 
ly, it’s nothing of the 
kind. It’s the same old hokum war 


thing, this series is a little more 


|eorny than the rest. 


First installment dealt with a 
replacement who comes to a front- 
line outfit, starts off on the wrong 
foot and winds up as the hero of 
the unit because of his behavior 
in a well-nigh incredible patrol 
action. Just for kicks, scripter 
Frank Willson threw in a commen- 


|dation for the replacement by 


President Eisenhower during his 
battlefront tour and a date for the 
entire patrol with a -visiting film 
star. 

As if that wasn’t enough, Will- 
son threw in all the stock charac- 
ters: the tough-but-goodhearted- 
sergeant, the kid-from-Brooklyn 
and the strong-reliable-type. 

Some reasonably fair thesping 


went out the window with the} 


script, as did a fine score by 


it won't be composed. of people 


| who want to know what's. going on | 


in Korea. Chan. 


SOUND YOUR ‘A’ 

With William R. Smith 

415 Mins. Sun. 5 p.m, 

JUNIOR C OF C 

| WFIL, Philadelphia 

| Created to stimulate interest in 
all phases of musical activity, new 
program took for opening subject, 
“Is Modern Music Out of Tune?” 
Moderator William R. Smith, as- 
sistant to the conductor of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, had as his 
guest, Harl MacDonald, the Or- 
chestra’s manager. A contempo- 
rary composer as well as a former 
teacher of Smith, McDonald be- 
lieves there is no such thing as 
modern. music. “The perennial 
modernist is Bach,” he declared. 
McDonald also feels that when 
mathematics are translated into 
tone, it becomes cerebration not 
art. 

This type composition always re- 
sults in flock of “‘we want no more” 
letters to the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra office, McDonald said. But 
when the music stems from dance 
or song and is not mechanistic, but 
emotional, it always draws repeat 
requests. McDonald mentioned his 
own Santa Fe Symphony and the 
works of Samuel Barber, Roy Har- 
ris, Aaron Copland and Howard 
Hanson as modern composers who 
do not necessarily bring on a mass 
attack of coughing. Special acco- 
lade was given to William Schu- 
man’s Sixth Symphony which was 
in the nature of a plug since the 
Philadelphia ensemble will soon 
record this work. 


composition to get out and meet 
public, take jobs in dance hall, col- 
lege hall or theatre pit; but not to 
live in ivory tower. Plans are to 
have featured performers on sub- 
sequent programs to give person- 
alized answers to questions sub- 
mitted by listeners. Series, aimed 
at the musically literate, is pre- 
sented by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, which sponsors the 
Youth Orchestra of eo 
gh. 
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Pheebe Crosby and realistic sound | 
effects taped in Korea. This show | 
may attract a steady audience, but | 


McDonald advised students of|t 


BAKERS’ THEATRE OF STARS 
(The Guardsman) 
With Joan Fontaine, John Dana, 
others 
Producér-director: 
Donnell 
Scrivt editor: John Mestin 
30 Mins., Sun., 6 p.m. 
AMERICAN BAKERS ASSN, 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
CBS’ new drama series is count- 
ing on the pull of Hollywood names 


Norman Mac- 


been a surefire aud grabber in the 
past but it also has the dangerous 





| pitfall of miscasting—and “Bakers’ 
| Theatre “of Stars” fell into it on} 
' 


ithe preem show Sunday (22). 


Series nabbed Joen Fontaine as | 


|its teeoff star and set her in John 
| Mestin’s slick 30-minute adapta- 
ition of Ferenc Moinar’s “The 
'Guardsman.” It probably looked 


like a good parlay on paper but it- 


| didn’t jell in the airing. Even Hol- 
i}lywood stars can ‘suffer in mis- 
|easting and Miss Fontaine is no 
jexception. The flamboyant quality 
tested by her husband in the guise 
of a Russian guardsman was miss- 
jing in Miss Fontaine’s interpreta- 
|tion. It’s a juicy part that should 
ibe played in the grand manner 
{but she, unfortunately, didn’t fit 
the bill. She warmed up to the 
part in the last few scenes but it 
was too late to redeem the lack- 


quences. 

John Dana, on the other hand, 
{gave the part of the suspicious 
spouse a raucous and whimsical 
reading that aepee pull the airer 
through. The other cast members 
capably assisted in lesser assign- 
ments. 

If producer Norman MacDonnell 
fixes his sights on letting the star 
fit the role, series should do well 
because of its overall firstrate pro- 
duction and scripting 7 

ros. 


MUSIC WITH BRUCE & DAN 
With Bruce Eliot, Dan McCullough 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
MBS, from New York 

Pleasant blending of gabbing 
and platter spinning makes Mu- 


| Dan (McCullough)” okay listening 
fare. It’s an effortless, relaxed 
half-hour and its policy of bring- 
ing to the mikes music biz person- 
alities should pick up lotsa fans 
who want to be on the inside. 
Eliot and McCullough have 
worked together on a flock of Mu- 
tual and WOR (web’s New York 
flagship) shows in the past few years 
and they know how to sock across 
a duo-gabfest with ease and charm. 
Interviews are informally grooved 
and the records are used to break 
in on the spieling for maximum 
impact. ; 
Guest on the opening stanza 
Monday (23) was Sy Oliver, Decea 
Records musical staffer and com- 
poser-arranger. Oliver parried the 
gab neatly with his hosts and also 
managed to talk of his Decca work 
as well as his musical background. 
It was all easygoing and informa- 


ive. 
The disks pared were all asso- 
ciated with Oliver’s career as an 
arranger or composer. Platters in- 
cluded “Yes, Indeed.” “When I 
Take My Sugar To Tea,” “Glow- 
Worm” and “Well, Git It.” 
Gros. 


Radio Follow-Up 


While it’s a generally praise- 
worthy practice to present public 
service documentaries, there’s also 
a line which must be drawn so as 
to retain public interest in the pro- 
grams. WMCA's (N.Y.) “Report to 
the People” last Wednesday over- 
stepped that line with its report 
on New York’s Health Insurance 
my more commonly known as 


+++ 





++ 





For in devoting a half-hour to 
the subject, Dorothy Dunbar Brom- 
ley, who conducts the show, lent a 
note of greater controversy to the 
subject than actually exists and 
gave more importance to it (from 
the public affairs point of view) 
than it actually merits. 

HIP is a voluntary health insur- 
ance plan which exists in N.Y. The 
city pays part of the premiums for 
its employees, as do other groups 
like unions. Independent individ- 
uals may also join tie organiza- 
tion, which offers medical care and 
hospitalization. 

Miss Bromley did a fine job in 
describing the organization, and 
with WMCA’s mobile recording 
unit, in taping the observations of 
some of its protagonists and antag- 
onists. As.a program per se, it was 
well done. But there’s no weighty 
problem involved, no great contro- 
versy, and there are other subjects 
far more deserving of a half-hour 
of air time, Chan. 
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MUSIC BOX 
With John Weigel 
Producer: Art Young 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:25 p.m. 
SWIFT 
Mutual, from Chicage 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Hardly more than an elongated 
spot commercial, this five-minute 
squib has a modest novelty appeal 
which should at least hold the au- 


dience drawn by the fore and aft 
shows, It’s a deejay show with a 
Hosting, and smoothly so 
on curtain raiser (16), is John 
Weigel who uses an ancient music 
bex as the “turnable.” The “plat- 
ters” are steel disks and the off- 
beat “recordings” have a certain 
nostalgic attraction. (J. Walter 
Thompson agency, packager of the 
show, says it has collected a library 
of over 250 of the old music box 
tunes.) 

With Weigel projecting an easy 
salesmanship, the tidbit should 
pay off okay for Swift’s All- Sweet 
margerine. Dave. 





TOMORROW’S TRAVELERS 

With St. Xavier H.S. Band and 
Chorus; Sam Allgood, announcer 

Producer: Jack Feierabend 

30 Mins., Sat., 9:30 a.m. 


Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 
Taped at a St. Xavier High 


School Assembly, this half-hour 


youthful exuberance, martial mu- 
sic by the high school band di- 
rected by Brother Edward Joseph, 
and chorus batonned by Brother 
Venard. Co-mingled with the in- 
terviews are contests for teenage 
drivers, one oral, and the other 
with a mechanical gadget measur- 
ing the speed at which a driver re- 
acts to traffic signals. 

Grand prize for the best driver. 
who is given a driving test, and 
a written test on traffic situations, 
is a new automobile, to be given 
by the Kentucky State Fair. Each 
school will have a winner, who 
will compete in a finals driving 
test. Similar shows are taped in 


| Jefferson County High Schools, as 


well as those in the city. 
Sam Allgood, m.c., kept the show 


to bring out the best facets of the 
contestants. Crowded aud with 
high schoolers registered well on 
the air, and half-hour impressed 
as fresh, sparkling entertainment, 
as well as having its serious side 
in recording impresh of teenagers 
to important message of traffic 
safety. Judging by answers_from 
the interviewees, these drivers of 
tomorrow will be well indoctrin- 
ated to the importance of safe, 
careful driving. Wied. 


SPORTS FINAL 
With J. B. Clark 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
WAYS, Charlotte 


_This 15-minute daily transcribed 
airer registers as okay for the 
sports fan. Program, which has 
been running for the past 11 years, 
includes interviews, scores and 
other items of information for the 
athletic-minded set. Broadcast also 
beats out other local shows of this 
type in. running time as_ sports 
coverage. on rival stations is held 
to five-minute sessions. 


Show caught confined its air|; 


time, primarily, to a gab session 
between WAYS’ sports director 
J. B. Clark, who conducts the pro- 
gram, and Georgia Tech's football 
coach, Bobby Dodd. Latter came 
up with some interesting com- 
ments, especially on the insecurity 
of coaching. Overall 15 minutes 
made for interesting listening. 


ELTON BRITT SHOW 
Producer-directer: Robert Simon 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10:15 p.m. 
Mutual, from N. Y. ; 

With resurgent public interest in 
folk music, Elton Britt’s return to 
the kilocycles should find a large 
and enthusiastic audience for his 
pleasantly-intimate show which 
finds the balladeer in fine fettle. 

Britt kicked off his daily 15- 
minute stint Monday (23) in a very 
casual and appealing manner, sand- 
wiching just enough of his western- 
twanged patter in between his 
numbers to break them up and 
establish rapport with his listeners. 
It’s a quarter-hour that could well 
| grow into something bigger. 
Four-year absence from the air 
apparently hasn’t hurt Britt's style. 
|He has a _ pleasant voice that 
reaches for the high notes and 
holds them with amazing tenacity. 
There is never an attempt to force 
| anything, which may account for 
| Britt’s appeal. He’s equally at home 
| in slow and in fast numbers which 
he adopts to his country-style of 
singing. Tricky yodeling stanza 
with which he wound up the show 
required some expert vocalizing. 
His “Laurelei,” an old Britt fa- 
vorite, came over smooth and in 
distinctive manner. 

Ed Ladd, well-known spinner of 
country disks, was guest on the 
show. Britt would do well to make 
his chatter more to the point and 
perhaps provide some background 
| for some of the numbers on the 
| program. This might add an addi- 
tional bit of interest to an other- 
| wise highly listenable turn. 

Hift. 








' 





GLORIA 

With Gloria Cail 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOKO, Albany 

Gloria Cail, connected with an 
Albany agency for models, presents 
!a noontime program of fashion 
| notes, grooming advice, women's 
news and interviews. She im- 
presses as young, intelligent, sweet, 
and well-mannered, though not 
dynamic. Voice is clear but rather 
small; projection seems to carry a 
slight hang or lisp. 

Miss Cail’s interviewing varies 
in impact, same exchanges coming 
| off better than others. The “say 
| hello” and ‘tell me” introductions 
i should be junked. 





Cincinnati — Lila Lambert has 
been advanced to director of the 
WKRC promotion and publicity 
department. She rejoined the sta- 
tion last November after a year 
in the Frederic W. Ziv radio pro- 
motion department. 
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School Heads Ask 
Extension on TV. 


Atlantic City, Feb. 24. | 

The American Assn. of School | 
Administrations, in convention 
here last week, by resolution urged | 
that areas granted one of the re- | 
serve channels for educational tele- | 
vision “move as speedily as possible | 
to develop this resource to the end | 
that this important medium of in- 
formation and instruction may be 
preserved for educational pur- 
poses.” : . : 

The resolution asked the FCC to 
extend the time for reserving chan- 
nels for education beyond the June 
9 deadline date originally set. 

The association acted after hear- 
ing various speakers, including rep- | 
resentatives of the FCC, urge that 
educational TV stations be estab- | 
jished where channels had been 
given and before June 2. 


IOWA’S ‘WAIT & SEE’ 
ON EDUC’L VIDEO 


Omaha, Feb. 24. 

Iowa Broadcasters Assn., said 

last week it oppases a proposal 
to set up a 12-station state educa- 
tional TV network immediately. As- | 
sociation said it favors using WOI- 
TV at Iowa State ‘Ames) and a 
proposed station at Iowa U. (Iowa 
‘ity). 
Broadeasters said the state then, 
should see what these two can do} 
in education field before expand- 
ing. 

Broadcasters also opposed opera- 
tion of WOI-TC commercially. It’s 
only Central Iowa TV station op-| 
erating and sells time. 


Everybody In Mpls. 
Wants Weather Show 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. | 

Weather shows are all the TV | 
rage here, sponsors for them ap- 
parently being a dime a dozen. 
With new one just started by Bud 
Kraehling on WCCO-TYV, his 
schedule is brought up to 16 
weather programs a week. 

On KSTP-TV P. J. Hoffstrom, 
St. Paul Dispatch  cartoonist- 
columnist, does a one-minute | 
weather summary during the 6 
p.m. news and a five-minute show 
at 10:15 nightly. 











WMCA’s Documentary 
On ‘Brutal’ Police Charges 


WMCA, N. Y., indie, is prepping 
a documentary on the current 
charges of police brutality being 
levelled against the N. Y. Police 
Dept. and the demands for re- 
moval of Police Commissioner 
George P. Monaghan. 

Taped interviews of victims, po- 
licemen and city officials, and 
FBI and Dept. of Justice execs are 
being made by Dorothy Dunbar 
Bromley, who conducts the sta- 
tion’s “Report to the People” doc- 
umentaries Wednesday nights. Air- 
ing is tentatively set for next 
Wednesday (4), 


ANA Sets Spring Meet 


Spring meeting of the Assn. of 
National Advertisers will be held 
March 18-20 at Hot Springs, Va.,| 
siressing the role of the advertis- | 
ing department in making “‘an even | 
greater direct contribution to com- | 
pany profits.” 

Meeting will be restricted to, 
ANA members and invited adver- | 
tiser guests. Block drug ad manager 
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No Writers’ Cramp 








give them more satisfaction. At 


| one time, the freelance had to rely 


heavily on the crime shows, but of 
late the other types of drama have 
been opened up to him. 

The freelance still has his prob- 
lems, however, Unless he is pro- 
lific, turning out a large volume of 
stories, his income is precarious. 
One gripe is due to the fact that 
story editors and directors have to 
wait for is the length of time it 
takes some programs to make a 
decision, due to the fact that story 
editors and directors have to wait 
for okays from three or four 


other persons involved in the show. | 


Another complaint is sponsor and, 
or agency requests for revision, 
although this has been an improv- 
ing situation. A third beef is’ dif- 
ficulty in getting to watch rehear- 
Sals, and here too a more under- 
standing attitude in inviting scrib- 
blers to run-throughs is being 
shown by directors. 

To overcame slowness in accept- 
ing or rejecting a teleplay, the 
practice is growing of submitting 
scripts to several shows simultane- 
ously. However, in special cases. 





an airer has the problem of tailor- | 


ing scripts to the availability of 
top stars, the program is given 
first crack at stories, 


WWJ in NABET Pact 


Detroit, Feb. 24. 

WWJ, WWJ-FM, WWJ-TV, The 
Detroit News’ stations, have signed 
a two-year agreement with NABET 
(CIO) covering employment of en- 
gineers and technicians. No pro- 
vision is made for wage reopen- 
ing. ° 

Feature of agreement was an 
out-of-court settlement of suit filed 
by station to restrain NABET and 
its members from interfering. with 
origination of network programs, 
arising out of refusal of the De- 
tioit NABET chapter to work with 
NBC-NABET personnel on the 
Dinah Shore programs originated 
here last Dec. 9 and 11. 
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all provide a potent draw for both | sold solid “ = yt or Pp. ~ period 
| listeners and sponsors. 4 acrossthe-board, and is_ almost en- 
| Station bought the transcriptions cae" ead oF pad 
,of the “Marriage” drama and: its}tjgonal and local. with the latter 
mystery segment from San Juan {comprising mostly retailers in the 
stations, with the former kicking |! Puerto Rican communities through- 
off this week. It also bought rights | out the city. 

to the script of the comedy series | 
from Puerto Rican broadcasters. 
Move is similar to that made by 
WOV, N. Y., in buying transcrip- 
tions of shows aired in Italy for its | 


























New York—WHYN, in Spring- 
field-Holyoke, Mass., will replace 
WMAS as CBS Radio affiliate on 
June 15, according to CBS station 





Italian speaking market. 
Investment in time and program 
material is paying off. 


{relations v.p. William A. Schudt, 
_pre m|Jr. Change gives the web a 1000- 
Station is} watter in place of a 250-watter. 
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to influence coverage of the Tobey 
and McCarthy hearings. 

Legalites consulted by Variety 
feel that the language of the law 
indicates the intent to bring hear- 
ings by Federal bodies, meetings 
within N. Y. state, under its scope. 
They add that N. Y. broadcasters 
would be free to beam hearings 
which originate outside the state, 


| but interpret the law as barring 
|any hearing pickup from within 


N. Y. state even if the N. Y. audi- 
ence were bypassed and_ the 
probes were beamed only outside 
the state. 

Tobey in Favor of TV 

Meanwhile, the AM and TV nets 
have written to the McCarthy and 
Tobey groups asking for permis- 
sion to carry their hearings. As 
vet no answers have been received, 
although Tobey has said that he 
hopes his hearings can be teeveed. 
Head of the International Long- 
shoremen’s Assn., which is one of 
the Tobey probe's targets, said last 
week that broadcasting the hear- 
ings would be a violation of the 
state’s civil rights law. Opening 
of Tobey’s hearings in N. Y. have 
been postponed a few weeks, as- 
sertedly because of new evidence 
uncovered. 

“There is a real question as to 
the constitutionality of the sec- 
tion,” according to attorney Char- 
les B. Seton, member of the N. Y. 
State Bar Assn. committee on civil 
rights. He points out that a bill in- 
troduced in the state legislature 
by Sen. Williamson limiting its 
coverage to proceedings under the 
state judicial system would have 
been constitutional, but this bill 
failed, while the section actually 
adopted is of “questionable consti- 
tutionality.” 

“The broad language of the new 


|law does not confine itself to N. Y. 
'State courts (as did the William- 


son Bill) and committees,’ Seton 
said. “Therefore, the law appears 
to cover not only N. Y,. State 
courts and hearings but also fed- 
eral court proceedings and Con- 
gressional hearings held in N. Y. 
State.” 





George J. Abrams is chairing the = 


program committee. 





Columbus—Bob Wolfe, WHKC, 
announcer, has resigned to take a) 
Job at WIRK, West Palm Beach, 
Fla. Fred Gage, Ohio State U. sen- 


Jor in radio, has replaced him. 


TV PRODUCERS 


Looking for an experienced booker 
with young ideas who can give 
your kind of servicing? Write 
Voriety, Bex V-22453, 154 West 


46th Street, New York 36. 
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WEST 52nd STREET 


Bway area—approx. 450 square feet, 
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formidable Groucho Marx show on 
NBC-TV. Audiences, too, have long 
deplored the rivalry which pitted 
two major comedy shows opposite 
one another. wi 

It will also wipe out the existing 
agency conflict whereby BBD&O, 
which programs the Marx show 
for Plymouth-DeSoto, is also rep- 
resented on the B&A stanza via its 
Goodrich client. 





Detroit—WJBK has sewn up 
coverage of Detroit Tigers baseball 
games for the 1953 season. Long 
the key station in a 45-station 
Goebel Beer Baseball Network of 
AM stations carrying both home 
and away games, WJBK-TV also 
will air 35 Tiger games. WWJ-TV 
previously had televised the games. 























coins and ringing tills... all blend into a “hum sweet 


in a market where hourly and weekly earnings of fac- THE 


| MEDIA-wise, you can make your saleg hum in this 
market by spotting or programming your campaign on 
WW). Detroit’s NBC affiliate. For 33 years, WWJ has 
been first in programming, in public services, and in 


in Detroit. 


MAKE '53 a humdinger. Put more “sell”? into your UI 
Detroit campaign by putting more of your ad money 


into WWJ. 


THE WORLD'S FIRST RADIO STATION 





of men at work, of cars and trucks and tanks rolling off 
production lines, of money changing hands, of clinking 


hum” of 4% billion dollars retail business annually... 


tory workers are at an all-time peak. 


. e s 
getting results for its advertisers. 


MONEY-wise, you can buy WWJ for 14.5% LESS than OF 
the average cost-per-thousand listeners for radio time 


MERCHANDISING-wise, WWJ offers a follow-through WIEIW 
service, from distributor todealer levels, tohelp keep every- 
one humming about your advertising program on wwj 


Owned end Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
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in Detroit v 


MARKET-wise, Detroit is the sweetest sales-territory in 
the U.S.A. That was true in °52 ... and itll continue 
to be in °53. The rhythmic music of machinery in action, 
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New York 
Margaret Arlen back Monday .(2) 
at WCBS-TV after Caribbean, 4% 
cation...Gene Lockhart will 
for his daughter June on NBC- 


TV's “Who Said That?” Monday 


(2)...Jane Pickens returns from 
Jamaica vacation to star in “Tne 
City,” special Salvation Army show 
on NBC-TV March 8; Dee Engel- 
bach is producing...National TV 
Film Council has a lunch meeting 


at Hotel Warwick tomorrow 
(Thurs)....Sig Mickelson, CBS-TV 
news-public affairs director, will 
rep AM and TV industries at N.Y. 


-County Lawyers Assn. conference 


on Fair Trial and Free Press on 
Friday (27)...James M. Connors 
named CBS-TV news dept. busi- 
ness manager...Don L. Kearney 
upped to assistant national sales 
manager for ABC-TV...John Beal 
will emcee and act on “Freedom 
Rings,” twice weekly Westing- 
house stanza starting on CBS-TV 
Tuesday (3)... Virginia Baker 
plays opposite hubby Jack Palance 
on CBS-TV’s “Suspense” Tuesday 
(3)... Lewis Charles into NBC-TV's 
“Big Story’.March 6...Frank Pul- 
aski on ABC-TV’s “Tales of To- 
morrow” Friday (27)...Jay Barney 
featured on “Kraft Theatre” to- 
night (Wed.)...Producer Fietcher 
Markle will act as the male lead in 
his “Studio One” production next 
M-nday (2) of “My Beloved Hus- 
band” on CBS-TV. Others in the 
cast include Ruth Warrick and An- 
thony Ross...A. L. Hollander, Du- 
Mont production facilities mana- 
ger, competed last week in the Na- 
tional Indoor Tennis Champion- 
ships, losing his second match 
after winning one. ..DuMont press 
department moved from its pres- 
ent lecation on the. 39th floor at 
515 Madison Ave. to the 42d floor 
of the same building. ..NBC-TV 
designer William Molyneux as- 
signed to set design for Verdi's 
“Suor Angelica,” next in the web's 
TV opera series, scheduled for 
March 7...Warren E. Albright, 
general plant manager of RCA 
Victor Home Instrument Dept., 
and Richard C. Willman, chief de- 
sign engineer of the custom prod- 
ucts ensineering section of RCA, 
both being sent by the company to 
Harvard School of Business Ad- 
ministration for the three-month 
advanced managemertt course. 

Ken Langley resigns from. CBS- 
TV network operations for free- 
lance mag and AM-TV chores and 
leaves in August for three months 
in Europe ... Paul N, Lazarus, Jr., 
Columbia Pix exec, pays Associ- 
ated Motion Picture Advertisers’ 
tribute to Ed Sullivan fer “Toast 
of the Town’s” service to film in- 
dustry on AMPA lunch March 19 
..- America Fore Insurance Group 
has backed a 24-minute film “Peace 
of Mind,” made by Ted Baldwin, 
for TV screening . .. Helen Hayes 
stars in a Thornton Wilder one- 
actor on CBS-TV’s “Omnibus” 
Sunday (1)... WCBS-TV led the 
Gotham pack in getting a full-pow- 
er signal; other outlets are follow- 
ing suit. 

Winners of the Jack Manning 
“Hamlet” contest (for DuMont’s 
“Monodrama Theatre’) will get 
their awards on Bill Silbert’s show 
Friday (27)... Bert Parks named 
national entertainment chairman 
of Multiple Sclerosis Drive ... 


Television Chatter 


Ett cagap-in; Phoenix. 


Ernie Harwell, radio-tele an- 
nouncer for N. Y. Giants, left 
yesterday"Tues.) for spring train- 





Hollywood 

Kaiser-Frazer Sales bankrolling 
series of feature films “first-run” 
on TV on KECA-TY ... Hank Me- | 
Cune show and George Raft’s “I 
Am the Law” teed off on KLAC- 
TV this week, Dr. Ross picking up 
tab on McCune, and Manischevitz 
Wine on Raft’... Dianne Carr joins 
ABC-TV as receptionist ... Don 
Roberts to KLAC as newsman. . 
Art Baker emcees “Stars on Stage,” 
one-hour musical revue bowing on 
KTTV March 5, with Bank of 
America bankrolling . .. Haan J. 





Tyler of Guild Films on biz trek 
to Oklahoma and Texas... Test | 
run of telefilmed “Hormel All-Gir| 


the-board next week . .~ Rescoe 
Ates inked to pact by KTLA .. .| 
Former thesp Brad Taylor joins | 
KTTV as account exec, under real | 
name, Stanley D. Brown , . . Diana | 
Lynn to N. Y. for TV guestings.. .| 
Broadway producer Barnard Straus 
| in for looksee at local teevee scene. 
... U.S. Air Force Pictorial Serv- 
ice reps ogling Califgrnia studios 
as potential site for shooting train- 
ing pix. 


Chicago 

Dick Cahill has resigned as sales 
manager of NBC-TV's Chi film 
division and has moved to CBS’ 
WBBM-TV as an account exec.. H. 
Weller Keever has been dispatched 
from New York to take over the 
NBC post ... With Gail Compton 
moving te Florida, George Menard | 
is the new host on DuMont’s “Pet 
Shop” . .. WNBQ program chief 
George Heinemann/prepping a new 
moppet show built around singer- 
actor Win Stracke to occupy a 
morning slot following “Ding Dong | 
School” . .. Fairfax Burgher, of 
“Call Me Madam,” did his magic 
stint on WENR-TV's “Jim Moran's 
Courtesy Hour”... Nancy Wright 
guest-warbler on WENR-TV's “Mu- 
sic In Velvet” tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) .. . Bev Younger, regular 
in the NBC-TV “Hawkins Falls” 
cast, playing the lead this week in 
the Showcase Theatre’s production 
of “The Women”. . . Cliften Utley 
conducting a backstage tour of the | 
Chi NBC plant during Herbie 
Mintz’s late evening spot while the 
latter vacations in Florida... 
WGN-TV has installed Walker 
Electro Zoom lens on two of its 
studio cameras . . WENR-TV’s 
Monday night boxing remote from 
Rainbow Arena. being expanded 
from 60 to 90 minutes as of March 
9. Group of Chi Pentiac dealers 
will bankroll a half-hour slice ... 
R. Marlin Perkins, director of the 
Lincoln Park Zoo and host on 
NBC-TV’'s “Zoo Parade,” named 
an honorary lion tamer by the Chi 
Lions Club . .. Art Yeounquist’s 
“Family Answer Man” goes into a 
new Thursday night spot on WENR- 
ny for the Bee Lyte Fiber Glass 

0. 


London 
A new play by Philip Burton, 
“The Dark Wood,” is to be staged 
by Ian Atkins Sunday (1). Cast will 
include David Peel, Rachel Gurney, 
David Markham, Lilian Christine, 
Meredith Edwards, Roddy Hughes 
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audience, greater sales poten- 
tial to WGAL-TV advertisers. 


Represented by 


ROBERT MEEKER Associates 


New York Chicago tos Angeles San Francisco 





MR. CHANNEL 8... 


symbol of WGAL-TV’s 
increased power, now gives 
larger coverage, bigger 


*Market includes Harrisburg, York, 
Lancaster, Reading, Lebanon 


and Howell Davies ... New forum 
program, “The Voice of the Peo- 
le,’ began om Monday (23) with 
ywell Davies emcee, and Megan 
Lloyd George and Wyn Griffith 
comprising the panel. 

“William’s Other Anne,” by Ivor 
Brown, to be staged by Peter 
Graham Scott next Wednesday (4). 
. .. Max Brimmell will play Phar- 
aoh and Renee Goddard, Pharaoh's 
daughter, in “Moses in the Bul- 
rushes,” by Rheda Power, March 5. 
. . . Naney Evans, Rawicz & Lan- 
dauer, Anthony Oliver and Andrew 
Fenner take part in Bryan Sears’ 
production of “Music for You’ 
today (Wed.) .. . Henry Caldwell’s 
“Cafe Continental” on Saturday 
(28) will include Hungarian violin- 
ist Eduardo Vanda... Billy Russell, 


Arthur Lucan, Terry Hall, the Reid | 
Penny Nichols and Les| 


Twins, 
Marthy will appear in Richard 
Afton’s “Music Hall” March 7, 
with Jack Watson as emcee ... 
Gladys Cooper was guest in “Lei- 
sure and Pleasure” yesterday 
(Tues.). 














| Distribs Gry Havoc 


an Continued from page 23 jaa 











business. (See separate box.) With 
the formation of PTE, there will be 
but one production and distribu- 
tion company—no separate man- 
agement for each of the subsidiary 
companies. 

Officers of PTE include: Prock- 
ter, president; Everett Rosenthal, 
veepee in charge of production; 
Leonard Loewinthal, veepee and 
general coun$el; Jerome-C. Robin- 


charge of distribution; Clement J. 
Wyle, veepee in charge of public 
relations; Andrew P. Jaeger, vee- 
pee in charge of syndicated sales, 
and John Prockter, treasurer. 

On the Prockter upcoming agen- 
da is a new Walter Brennan com- 
edy show, the pilot of which is 
now in preparation. (Prockter re- 


j turned from the Coast last week 
to set up the series and arrange | 


for theatrical filming of “Big 
Story.”) Prockter also leaves for 
Europe April 15 to set the ground- 
work for an “International Police” 
series, scheduled as one of the 
major items on the PTE syndica- 
tion roster. In addition, a “Musical 
Revue” series is planned. 











Calvary Church 


Continued from page 27 


on, then would return and WQAO 
would go off. But with the increas- 
ing demands of commercial radio, 
both parties found that a better 
arrangement was necessary, and in 
1927 they negotiated an agreement 
whereby WHN would absorb the 
church station in return for free 
air time for the church. 


_This status continued until ex- 
piration of the agreement, and then 
the church paid for its air time 
like any other sponsor. Today the 
church pays $70,000 a year for 
broadcasting, most of it to WMGM, 
the successor to WHN. Other mo- 
nies §° tq HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, 
which shortwaves the programs 
round the world, to its 18 mis- 
sioraries. 

Church, besides its radio ven- 
tures, operates the Salisbury Hotel 
in N. Y., housed together with the 
church in a 17-story skyscraper on 
W. 57th St. Present minister is Dr. 
John S. Wimbish, who conducts the 
weekly programs. Church is the 
N. Y. headquarters for Billy Gra- 
ham, another radio-TV user. 











Option Time 


Continued from page 25 





than panicky over the situation. 
The 7:30-7:45 p.m. segment (with 
Dinah Shore as the alternating 
twice-a-week show) is desirable 
time. NBC is already eyeing the 
client availabilities. 

On the not-so-certain renewal 
agenda are “Hollywood Opening 
Night,” which Ennds sponsors on 
NBC-TY. Despite the fact that the 
client is bucking up against the 
No. 1 rated “I Love Lucy” Monday 
night series, it plans to hold on to 
the time slot. (“Police Story” has 
been optioned.) 

“Scott Music Hall,” which Scott 
Paper Co. sponsors on NBC-TV 
Wednesday nights opposite Ar- 
thur Godfrey, is reported in a 
state of uncertainty, with client- 
agency huddles reportedly sched- 
uled this week before making a 
definite commitment one way or 
the other. : 





Fate of the Screen Gems-pro- 


son, veepee and supervisor of pro- | 
duction; Frederick Klein, veepee in | 






training camps. 


1:30 p.m.). 
news, pop music, etc. . 





From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 26 


delphia District, has launched series of four Monday night programs 
(7:45) over WIP, to lessen headaches of preparing income tax forms 
.,. Charles Vanda, v.p. in charge of TV for WCAU stations, will serve 
as radio and television chairman for 1953 Cancer Crusade... Jim 
Leaming, WIP sports director, off to Florida to start series of recorded 
interviews with coaches, managers and players from baseball Spring 
Series begins March 4... Howard Jones, WFIL staff- 
er, launches a new participator, “Mr. Lucky,” beginning March 2 (1- 
Visitors compete as teams on quizzer, queries dealing with 
. . Erwin Rosner has been named local sales 





manager for the William Penn Broadcasting Co, (WPEN). 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Wanda Saylor and Dusty Brown, featured for more than a year with 
Westernaires on Wilkens Jewelry Co.’s teevee show, have formed their 


‘own nitery musical act and bowed in over the week-end at Vogue Ter- 
race .. . Neil Hyman, assistant to producer of “I’ve Got a Secret,” back 


to New York after vacationing with 
used to be a selseman for WEDO . 


his folks here for 10 days. Hyman 


. . WWSW sportscaster Joe Tucker 


| headed for Florida and Cuba for three: weeks to vacation and cover 


20th-Fox. 


the spring baseball training camps, 

him ... Dave Tyson of WCAE chalked up his 12th anni in radio here 
} ... Carl Betz, former WCAE announcer, had his option picked up by 
He’s already made four pictures . 


with Bob Prince pinch-hitting for 


. . Bill Babcock, WJAS 


announcer, was picked to announce the salute to Carnegie Tech that 

| Vaughn Monroe tape-recorded on the campus for his radio networker 
... Walter Koschik is leaving his engineering post at WCAE the end 
of the month to go with the Westinghouse Airbreke Co. 


IN CLEVELAND .. . 


| Meg Zahrt, WGAR's retail specialist, lectures at the Tobe-Coburn 


School for Fashion Careers during 


| and TV for Fashion Promotion” . . 
acting and directing at Fenn College Tuesday nights . 
NBC general manager, back from a three-day trip to New York City 
... Glenn Powell, who teamed wif Gene Carrell 20 years ago for the 
“Jake’ and Lena” program, back on a 15-minute Monday-thru-Friday 
WTAM pitch and a TV half-hour Monday-thru-Friday at 11:30 in the 
morning . . . WBOE, the board of ed outlet, is picking up “The Ohio 
Story” stanzas over WGAR for rebroadcast in connection wtih the 
state’s sesquicentennial . . . Lee Sullivan, freelance chirper, has made 
a new Irish tune record album for Coral Records ... WXEL received 
a certificate of merit from Freedom Foundation on behalf of Warren 
.. WTAM sales manager Bill Dix reports 
“Johnny Andrews Bandwagon” is SRO in Monday-thru-Friday two-hour 
. Dr. William Levenson, public school educator 
and former head of WBOE, elected chairman of judges to announce 
local AFTRA winners, March 3 .. . Bill Gerdon, WHK disker, into hos- 
pital for throat checkup with wife Chris Nelson taking over his many 


Guthrie’s Schio news show . 


7-9 a.m. showcase . . 


hours’ turntable stint. 


+ 


her visit te New York, on “Radio 
. WXEL conducts a TV course on 
. . Ham Shea, 





NBC-TY, it’s understood, will be 
determined in the next week or 
so. There are some misgivings, 
too, over the status of the Dunhill 
cigaret-sponsored “‘My Hero” vid- 
pix series, with Robert Cummings, 
with NBC calling in the brace of 
|expert trouble-shooters, Ed Beloin 
{and Bob Welch, for emergency 
huddles. It’s doubly important to 
NBC, in view of the fact that 
| “Hero” is slated to move into the 
| Saturday night at 8 period when 
|All Star Revue” fages off the 
NBC-TV airlanes in April. 

Campbell Soup rides along un- 
til May with “Aldrich Family” but 
rather than release its franchise 
on the Friday night NBC-TV 9:30 
time, it is already asking for pro- 
gram recommendations, since 
there’s a strong likelihood that it 
will drop “Aldrich.” 














NBC News Operation 


Continued from page 53 =e 








as chief correspondent in Paris 
under a rotation system designed 
to develop potential big league 
staffers of tomorrow. It has meant 
finding the operational formula to 
service 175 news shows a week, 
with accent on exclusive, on-the- 
spot coverage, with such supple- 
mentary activity as shipping out 
500 feet of newsreel film daily to 
23 ‘stations, 


Along with McAndrew as mana- 
ger of the operation, such vets in 
the radio-TV news vineyards as 
Frank McCall (handling the Camel 
show); Joe Meyers (as manager of 
the central newsdesk) and David- 
son Taylor, overall supervisor as 
director of public affairs, have 
played key roles in the NBC news 
ascendancy. And the sponsorship 
yearly payoff reads: “Camel Cara- 
van,” $5,000,000; “llth Hour 
News,” $180,000; Bob Considine TV 
program, $600,000; Considine radio 
show, $400,000; Esso News, $400,- 
000; “Window .on Washington,” 
$475,000; the Miles-bankrolled 
“News of the World,” $2,200,000; 
the Pure Oi)-sponsored news show, 
$1,900,000; “Three Star- Edition,” 
$1,400,000; “Who Said That?” 
$115,000; news syndication revenue; 
$500,000, plus some minor items 
such as the co-op “News of the 
World,” the Merle Mueller news 
stanza and the co-op “World News 
Roundup.” 








Memphis — Patricia Raymond, 
KWEM script and continuity chief, 
has resigned to move into a simila 
i role with WRAP, Norfolk. “ 
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duced “Ford Theatre” vidpix on | 











Walker 


Centinued from page 27 eae 





true economy for the government 
to so limit the operating capacity 
of the Commission as to unduly 
delay the establishment of the 
communications facilities making 
this economic expansion possible.” 

Continuous cuts in funds the 
past five years, Walker said, are 
causing the Commission great 
hardships and have affected the 
health of some employees. Since 
1949, he testified, the staff has been 
reduced from 1,380 to 1,108 while 
the number of radio stations under 
FCC regulation has risen from 
148,221 to 232,674 and the number 


of applications for new or improved 
facilities has jumped from 92,896 
to 150,557. 

Thus, he pointed out, the work- 
load has doubled while the staff 
has been cut by 20%. Streamlin- 
ing of procedures and reorganiza- 
tion of operations, he testified, have 
ew sufficient to offset loss of 
staff. 
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‘JOE SILVER 


Featured Weekly on - 
“‘Red Buttons’ Show 
CBS-TV Network 


Monday, 9:30 P.M., EST 
Sponsored by tnetant Maxwell Mouse Coffee 


CE 


Former P. R. writer desires part- 
time work et home. Fanmeall, sec- 
retarial, re-write, ete. Stage, radie, 
TV field. Top references. 


Box V-21963, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N.Y. 
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NEGRO JOCKS 


Hitting Bigtime Via Disk Route 
Still Tough; Majors Won't Gamble 


Although numerous tyros have+ 
broken into the bigtime via dis- 
clicks during the past two years, 
preaking through on wax is still 
of the long shots in show biz. | 


ORCHESTRA-MUSIC 39 


COME INTO OWN 


PLAY KEY POLE Flock of New Pix Musicals To Test 
IN MUSIC AJ7| Score Tunes In Current Pop Market 


, + Although there’s been a slump 
° ’ Strong upsurge of the rhythm in the pix score batting average 
Sid Prosen Jukepot and blues market in recent years 


over the past couple of years, film 
Sid Prosen has hit the biggest | 22S now put the Negro disk jockey subsid firms and other firms are 
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Grim and Bear It 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
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one 
For every newcomer who makes 
it. there are several dozen strug- 


gling to make the grade with the | 


vast majority slipping into perma- 
nent oblivion. 

Lure of the heavy coin is cuing 
the unknowns to make the gamble-— 
and with their own coin. Although 
the major labels are willing to 
gamble on a new voice, they are 
not shelling out for the promotion 
coin needed to drive them over the 
top. 

As a result, the young singers or 
their backers are forced to lay their 
own bankrolls on the line, It’s fig- 
ured that a firstrate promotion job 
on a new side costs the artist about 
$2,000. That covers trips to six or 
seven major cities for disk jockey 
contacting and other expenses re- 
quired to publicize a new artist. 


One common gripe among the 
newcomers is that they are getting 
a brush as far as jockey plugs are 
concerned. Only a handful of jocks 
are interested in uncovering new 
stars, while the rest of the deejay 
fraternity plays it close to the vest 


| of years with his “’Til I Waltz Again | 
With You” and figures to earn be- 
| tween $150,000 to $200,000 on the 
| Song when all the returns are in. 
' Since Prosen is sole writer and/ 
| publisher, via his own firm, Village 
| Music, he’s collecting all royalties, 
|mechanicals and Broadcast Music, | 
|Ine., performing coin. Tune has 
| already gone over a 1,000,000 plat- 
ter copies via Teresa Brewer's slice 
'for Coral. 
“Waltz” is Prosen’s first hit. 


Pubs Ease Rigid 
Standards’ Deals | 
To Beost Sales 


In a move to spark sheet sales of 
| Standard catalog tunes, a flock of 











jackpot in the music biz in a couple | into one of the key =". in 

ver 
500 r&b jocks are now spotted on Be 
Stations in every city where there 


the overall music business. 


is a sizable colored population. 


The Negro jocks have come into 


their own in the key cities since 
the advent of video. TV has been 


forcing the indie radio outlets into 
specialized programming projects 
and the pitch to the vast Negro 


market is proving easiest via the 
platter-spinning route. 

_ This development, at the same 
time, has proved to be a major 


boon for the diskeries which are 


Jack Powers’ first record 


for Capitol, the standard “I'll 
Seeing You,” has been 
banned by KBIG, local indie, 
as “too grim.” Instead of usual 
instrumental, the platter has 
simulated shot - and - shell 
screeching around a Korea 
foxhole as backgrounding. 
KBIG program director Alan 
Lisser said, “It'll raise your 
hair. Our recordings are for 
home entertainment, not to 
curdle your blood.” Platter has 
been out six weeks. No other 
station is known to have nixed 





specializing in the r&b field. These | __ it 


companies, such as Atlantic, Dot, 
Apollo, Savoy and Federal, have 
been doing a solid biz with the 
growing plugging opportunities. 


Sales of 150,000 on sides by such | 


combos as the Clovers,-the Ravens 
and the Orivles and singers like 
Ruth Brown, Edna McGriff and 
Little Esther are commonplace in 
this market. Since the initial re- 
cording costs are much lower than 
with a pop disk, this level of sales 
means a hefty profit for the disk- 
eries. 





———— | Frank Loesser 





Lent's Dent In . 
Music Biz; Disk, 
Sheet Sales Off 





gearing themselves for a big push 
on the flock of tunes due from up- 
|coming film-musicals. The next 
|couple of months will see a 
bumper crop oi pictures on re- 
|lease from 
studios and the Tin Pan Alleyites 
are counting on a trend towards 
ungimmicked tune material to 
give their future output a better 
chance in the current market. 

The pubs are basing their opti- 
| mism on the growing number of 
| pic tunes that have been pulling 
|in big disk and sheet’sales in the 
| past few months. Top example is 
|‘Anywhere I Wander.” penned by 
for Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s preduction of ‘Hans Chris- 
|tian Andersen.” The music men 
| admit that the Julius LaRosa wax- 
ling on the indie Cadence label 
was the deciding factor in shoot- 
ing the song into the hit bracket 
| but they point out that it’s helped 
| to open doors to artists & reper- 
| toire staffers who, heretofore, had 
poe reluctant to wax tunes from 
| 








vix. 
Good rating gained by “Zing a 
| Little Zong,” from the Paramount 


: r ; 7 . . . : : | 
hy chee ee Saas Sass: | dling hme ee . or The Negro disk jockey has a| After a strong getaway during | production, “Just For You,” also 
s a result, if Joni James breaks | «. ae p eir ? Fat , : aes , ‘tee ERG, ET im. .f : ‘eker ¥ 
As bread & butter” copyrights alive much stronger standing in the the first six weeks of this year, aided in altering the diskers at 


through for one hit, all the jocks 
will lay on her tunes, since she’s 
already an established star. They 
won't take a chance, its contended, 
on the unknowns. 

That’s doubly true of the sta- 
tions’ music librarians. Often disks 
by the newcomers never even see 
the light of day, since the librarians 
shunt them aside as bad program- 
ming risks. 





Kidding-on-the-Square 
Sparks Mitch Miller Rib 


Vs. Rivals on ‘Carbons’ 


Columbia Records artists & rep- 
ertoire chief Mitch Miller has set 
going a full-blown feud with a&r 
men of other diskeries via his pub- 
lic crack that his musical stylings 
on wax have been generously car- 
boned by the rival companies. Mil- 
ler’s comment was made in a kid- 
ding-on-the-square manner, but the 
implication was rebutted in deadly 
serious manner by the other a&r 
execs. 

Miller said that his wax ideas, 
notably the use of French horns, 
have been coming back at him on 
numerous recent sides on other 
labels and he considers that the 
sincerest form of flattery. Other 
a&r men, however, claim that they 
used French horns and_harp- 
sichords years before and that Mil- 
Jer was taking credit for somebody 
else’s innovation, It was pointed 
out, for instance, that Ray Martin, 
on Britain’s Columbia label, had 
been using horns regularly before 


in the market. The pubberieg | 
| sales staffers are stepping up their | 
| efforts on the standards figuring 
| that the current pops can take are 

of themselves, especially if they're | 

riding with clicko disks. 

_ Most of the firms have increas- 
ingly eased up on their rigid trad- 
| ing relations by instituting a more | 
| elastic selling practice. Heretofore. 
the strict trading measures such as 
| no deals, no returns, etc., were ad- 

hered to by all the top firms. In 
today’s waning sheet market, how- 

ever, the pubs are begining to 
switch policy and are giving sales 
staffers the go-ahead signal to work 
out separate arrangements with the 
sheet dealers. 

By giving their salesmen a vir- 


cial discount deals and return priv- 
ileges, the firms have been able to 
hypo dealer interest in standards. 


colored community, particularly in 


the south, than the ofay platter | 


pilots have generally due to the 

social situation. Their influence 

over their listeners is proportion- 
(Continued on page 46) 





Sinatra Dickers 


New Disk Tieup 


William Morris 
disk companies for a 
possible deal for Frank Sinatra. 
Latter’s pact with Columbia Rec-| 


music biz has been s!owed 
down by a general sales dip. Down- 
beat reaction at this point is not 
serious, since business is generally 
| running ahead of last year, but 
|}some trade execs are frankly dis- 
| appointed at the industry’s failure 
{to keep an even keel at least until 
| the start of the summer period. 


In the disk field, distribs are 
| still buying normally but turnover 
on the retailer level has fallen off 
with distrib reaction expected to 


| the 


| 


season because there is at present 
plenty of hits to draw 
tomers into the stores. 


the cus- 


follow suit shortly. Chief explana- | ° 
Agency execs tion is the beginning of the Lent | Ed Kassner Snlits 
have been talking in recent weeks | . + 

| to various 


| titude on pix scores. Currently 
; such tunes as “Hush A Bye,” from 
| Warner’s “The Jazz Singe:.” and 
“Second Star to the Right,” from 
| Walt Disney’s “Peter Pan,” ave 
| getting strong wax coverage and 


! 


| hefty rsdio-tele performances. 


The Big Three (Robbins, Feist,,. 


| & Miller) is counting on the score 
‘from M-G’s “I Love Melvin” and 
|*Smz.ll Town Girl” to add impetus 
ito the swing back to pic tunes. 
iScore for “Melvin,” which has 
(Continued on page 47) 





With 1.) . Rohhins, Files 


the major Hollywood * 


Slump in the sheet music market 


tually free hand in setting up spe- | 


ords ran out a couple of months/i; even more serious since this 
ago and while Columbia would like | facet of the industry never experi- 


to fetain him, Sinatra is under- | enced a sharp comeback. Hit num- 


allowable returns granted usually | was contacted by WM before his 
varies with the number of copies | South American trip as were Dick 


ordered by the dealer. 

The big payoff is still in standard | 
sheet copies, which cost about 2c | 
a copy to print, plus royalties, and | 
peddles for 50c, and the pubs feel | 
that they can continue to pick up | 
a neat profit even with the special | 
deals. 


BETTY HUTTON TO CAP 
UNDER TWO-YEAR PACT 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Betty Hutton has agreed to a 
Capitol recording pact which will 
probably be signed this week giv- 





| Jones of Capitol and Manie Sacks 


of RCA Victor. Due to Sacks’ close | 


friendship with Sinatra, it’s be- 
lieved that he could wrap up a 
deal soonest. However, the fact 
that such male vocalists as Perry 
Como, Eddie Fisher and Tony Mar- 
tin are already with Victor makes 
a Sinatra deal unlikely. 

Sinatra is due back from Europe 
this week and goes to the Coast 
eariy next month to start on the 
Metro pic, “From Here To Eter- 
nity.” It’s believed he'll make a 


| decision on his disk affiliation be- 


fore he leaves for Hollywood. 





: : stood to favor a change of labels. | : % 
Size of the discount and number of | Decca prexy Milton R. Rackmil [ bers have had a SOV.OW) copy po- | 


| tential for the past couple of 
| months and sales have now slack- 
| ened off to the 300,000 copy pace. 
| That’s peak for the hits with the 
middling songs faring much worse. 


COLUMBIA PAYS 56 
FOR ‘NASAI’ PIC YEN 


“Gomen-Nasai,” tune with an 
| English lyric and a Jap title, was 
,peddled last week to Columbia 
Pictures by Walt Disney Music for 


$5,000. Song, which is getting a 
| hefty wax coverage, will be sed 
jin the Col pic, “Mission Over 
Korea.” It'll be sung by Richard 
| Bowers, ex-GI who made his disk 








$150,000 Court Action 


The two-year o’d partnership he- 
tween J. J. Robbins and ex-British 
publisher Ed Kassner exnloded 
last week when the Ietter filed a 
$150,000 suit in N. Y. State Su- 
preme Court against Robbins for 
“breach of contract, assault, libel 
and slander.” Robbins brought 
Kassner in as a 50% partner in 
his J. J. Pobbins & Sons and Con- 
solidated Music firms in 1951. Rob- 
bins also filed a breach of contract 
suit against Kassner with no mon- 
ey damages claimed at this point. 

Friction between the two pub- 
lishers led to discussions about 
four weeks ago on methods of dis- 
solving the partnership. Kassner 
| wanted a cash settlement to exit 
| the firms or proposed that Rob- 
bins retire from active manage- 
ment of the music companies so 
that he cou'd aperate the publish- 
ing enterprise as exec vice-prexy. 





| 
| 





; 
| 
t 


Miller. The trade, however, gen-|ing her a standard 5% royalty. Connelly in S-J Talks debut with the Columbia. Records Failure to reach an agreement, 4 
erally credits Miller with firmly | Initial period covers two years. fs ‘etching of the tune. Pic will be with resulting acrimonious ex- 1 
establishing the French horn with She'll begin recording after On Corenation Plans his screen bow. changes between Robbins and 

} 


a series of 
Mitchell. 

Miller pointed up the alleged 
“carboning” situation by saying 
that one recent record, whose title 
could be dragged out of him only 
by wild horses, uses a “whole batch 
of his ideas.” The side was an ob- 
vious reference to Perry Como’s 
“Wild Horses,” which is developing 
into a hit for RCA Victor. 

Several a&r men gave credit to 
Miller for developing so many hits 
in the last couple of years, but they 
Said that “the pitch from Mitch,” 


clicks with Guy 


as Miller tagged his comment to | 





winding her current vaude tour. 
Last with RCA Victor, she began 
her shellac career with Capitol, 
etching for them her biggest disk 
‘hit, “Doctor, Lawyer, Indian 
Chief,” in 1946. 


'Lyres Club Opens 


Membership Drive 


In its first meet last week under 
its new tag, the Lyres Club, at the | 
Hotel Great Northern, N. Y., 
membership committee of Tin Pan 








pubbery. 


Reg Connelly, the London music 
publisher now en route to Holly- 
wood from New York on his annual 
business trip, has been huddling 
with Santly-Joy on Coronation 
musie plans.- These revolve around 
Guy Mitchell, who is one of the 
Coronation attractions at the Lon- 
don Palladium, on the strength of 
his Columbia disk rep. Mitchell is 
handled by Eddie Joy of the music 
Connelly’s sundry music 
firms in England have long had an 
international liaison with S-J. 


A deal is also cooking to extend | 





| Dr. Benedict Meyers and Ray- 
' mond Hattori, both ex-GIs, penned 
| the tune. 


Rodgers Batons Works In 
Boff St. Leo Orch Concert 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 
With Richard Rodgers on the 
| podium conducting the St. Louis 
| Symphony cuffo in a special con- 
;cert Sunday (22), featuring Mar- 
guerite Piazza, Robert Weede, 





Kassner, incurred the legal action. 
Morton Miller (& Miller), is legal 
rep for Kassner while attorney 
Lew Dreyer is handling Robbins’ 
end of the case. 

Charles Ross, who joined the 
firm shortly after the partnership 
was formed, as professional man- 
ager, left Robbins-Kassner offices 
recently to return as head of his 
own publishing company. Kassner, 
meantime. is still operating his in- 
dependently owned firms, Picca- 
dilly, Kassner Music and Town & 
Country. 








the trade, w ; self- | ’ : ization decided | this accord into an international | Claramae Turner and Thomas Hay- New Monarch Label 
Plug and ee tacen, Alleys om ite arive in enlisting music publishing setup, and it may ward as oy pes plus a norm, 8 Monarch Records, new indie la- ‘ 
more music men. It was announced | be resolved when Connelly returns | total 7 571 payees Jamme oe he | bel formed by crooner Buddy Nee, 1 
that tradesters, who were over-| to New York. Henry = Kiel Auditorium to ear! has been skedded to hit the mar- 
Atlantic Pacts Davis | iooked when the initial member- them. Gross was $19,000, with &/ ket March 6. Initial Monareh re- i 
Eunice Davis, rhythm & blues| ship forms went out, could apply : 7 lease will feature Nee in a blending i 


thrush, has-been inked to-a term 
pact by the indie Atlantic label. 
Miss Davis, who made her music 
biz bow in 1948 as a composer, 
Switched to vocalling about two 
years ago with an etching of. her 
own tune, “Rock, Little Daddy.” 


Concert included Rodgers’ com- | 


of seven different tapes in which 


directly through Henri Rene, the 
club’s prez, or Lyre’s execs Sal 
Chianti, Ben Selvin and Herb 
Hendler. 

Club also is dickering for the 
Vermilion Room of the Great 





<9 


Reynolds’ Derby Pact 
Bandleader Tommy Reynolds has 
been inked to a term. pact by the 
| indie Derby label in N. Y. 
| Deal was made by Bernie Woods, 
Reynolds manager, and Larry New- 





Northern as its permanent hangout,| ton, Derby topper. . 





positions from both his Oscar 
}Hammerstein 2d and Lorenz Hart 
|collaborations, plus the “Guadal- Preem coupling will be “Cancel 
'canal March” from his score for|The, Call,” and “Lucky Joe,” 
NBC's current “Victory at Sea”| penned by Dick Adler and Jerry 
television series. Ross, .. 


he handles the vocal, choral effects 
and instrumental backing. 
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Buddy Morrow 


(Victor). Still on 


Bing Crosby: 


sical, “Wonderful 


material 


“Ohio” is a good 
ace backing from 


ter’s orch. 


i in’”’-“ ‘ da” |taken from the rhythm and blues 
Teste Sree a ge et aint and | eld, is a charming novelty item. 
blues kick, Buddy Morrow’s orch —_ Kenton gives it a straight 
belts across a solid eet inex | 

ing in “Train,” a juke and joc 
aera en of its insistent beat | Mors also registers neatly with her 
and flavorsome vocal by Frankie | vocal of the oldie on the reverse, 
Lester, Morrow's lucid trombone Kenton backing up with an 
is featured on the Gershwin stand- 
ard, “I Can't Get Started,” for a 
topflight instrumental side. 
“A Quiet 
“Ohio” (Decca). From the legit mu-/| piece of material with a good idea. 


two tunes furnish Bing Crosby | priate charged-up vocal while Henri 
with some of his most attractive | Rene’s orch furnishes a hoked-up | 
“Quiet | haunted background which is also} ° 
Girl” is a lovely ballad delivered | suitable. Flip is a fair ballad nicely | 
by Crosby in effective relaxed style | delivered by Johnny Parker but | 
with several touching highlights. | this side lacks punch. 

Stands up under repeated spins. | 


in a long time. 


more familiar groove. Crosby gets |Teenage vocalist Toni Harper has 


Pearl Bailey: “Hug Me A Hug"- | song which she handles sensitively. | 
“I Always Shake The Tree” (Coral). | Reverse is another excellent ballad | $ y ; 
Pearl Bailey's “Takes Two To Tan-|which Miss Harper delivers with | Granz under the title of ‘‘Jam Ses- 
go” click should give these sides|overtones of Sarah Vaughan but | sion” (Mercury) . . . 
sufficient momentum to make dent | without attempting to carbon the, 
in the pop market. 
of “Hug” is replete with comedy | ; 
effects and the tune gives her good | Magic Touch”-“Will ‘O The Wisp 
framework for her stylistic rhythm | Romance” (Victor). Hugo Winter- 


By HERM SCHOENFELD, 


Orch: “Train ers Creepers” (Capitol). “Bull,” 


orkover with a fine vocal by Chris 
Connors and ensemble. Miss Con- 


in- | 
teresting arrangement. 

Henri Rene Orch: “The Devil's} 
| Serenade” - “Sympathy” (Victor). 
Girl”- | “Devil’s Serenade” is a dramatic 


Town,” these! Joe Costa belts across an appro- 





Toni Harper: “Silly Heart”-“I’ll | 


Forget You” (Columbia). | 


Jud Conlon’s | outgrown the kid tunes and shows | 


tune but in a/| Never 


choral group and John Scott Trot-j|on these sides that she’s a mature | 


' stylist. “Silly Heart” is a fine torch 


Her workover | latter. | 
Hugo Winterhalter Orch: “The | 















“BUDDY MORROW ORCH. ............. TRAIN, TRAIN, TRAIN 








Best Bets 











LAWRENCE WELK 
and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
9th Consecutive Week, Aragon) 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 


Exclusively for Coral Records 
“OH HAPPY DAY” backed 





by “Your Mother and Mine” 
 eeeeiemiieall 








ee 


flight jazz sets issued by Norman 


Joe Allegro | 
rates attention for 
“Take Care, My Love” (Victor)... 
On the new indie label, Maestro, | 
Rosalind Paige and choral group | 
have an okay side in “Let’s Go} 
Bowling” and a solid potential in! 
“The Pocatella Polka” ... Duke | 
Ellington swings in fine style on’) 
“Rock-Skippin’ at the Blue Note” | 
(Columbia) . .. On the same label, | 
Marais & Miranda register on the | 
African veld number. “Unga Wena | 

















































xcellent. 
Frank Murphy: 


Love”-“I'll Make 
(Okeh). 
an adaptation from 


vibrantly for 


Johnnie Ray: 
“Oh What A Sad 


saga of romance. 
Stan 


’ 1 entry,' Piece of material which also gets_ 
Frank Tn ay An gl pm gph mc 'a choral treatment which adds im- | 
with this platter. “Live For Love,” 


is a. big ballad which is projected | terial for a variation from the ordi- | 
maximum 
Murphy has strong pipes which he | 
uses without stunting. Reverse is | oly Serenade”-“You're Getting To! 
a sentimental item with moderate | Be A Habit With Me” (Capitol). 
prospects as competition for “Oh | Jackie Gleason, the comedian, is | 
Promise Me” as a wedding song. 


“Mr. 


lumbia). Johnnie Ray again turns | <7 
up with a case of super-melancholia | P°Sition, is a good blues produc-| 
on a coupling that proves to be a| ‘tion richly arranged for violins and | 
strong contender in the pop mar- horns. Standard on the flip gets | 
ket. “Mr, Midnight” is interesting another lush framework with Bob- | 
material tailored to the exirava- by Boe yoy lyric trumpet spot- 
gant Ray mannerisms which some- | /i8hted in the solo assignment. 

times sound like a burlesque of his s 
own imitators,There’s little change 
of mood on “Sad Sad Day,” which. 


Kenton Orch: 
Bull Walked Around, Olay’-“Jeep- Peterson, join for a couple of top- 





attack. “Shake The Tree” is a more; halter produces another tasteful 
legitimate number and Miss Bailey coupling of instrumentals. ; 
gives it a good standard ride. Don; Magic Touch” has an interesting | 
ae swinging backgrounds | thematic development enriched by | 
are e 


“The | 


Winterhalter’s massing of the | 


“Let’s Live For|Strings in his catching arrange- 


Flip is another attractive | 


You Mine” | ment. 


j 


portantly to this side’s impact. | 


an Italian tune, | Firstrate jock programming ma-| 
impact. |"ary run of pop material. 


Jackie Gleason Orch: “Melanch- 


| 


| taking his maestro efforts seriously | 
Midnight”- | 45 is evidenced on these newest 
‘firstelass instrumental sides. “Mel- | 


ancholy Serenade,” his own com- | 


Sad Day” (Co-| 


Platter Pointers 





ips, Charlie Shavers, Johnny. 
“And The, Hodges, Benny Carter and Oscar: 


| $5.72). 


| Decea Records has picked up a/ 
| coment Pa ewes made by Al 
, A group of topflight jazzmen, in-| Russ, of Cleveland, with a local 
as the title suggests, is a tearful eluding Charlie Parker, Flip Phil- | poo concert orch. | 


CR a ba Fi dk 66062 Rio 05a 606 ba se I Can’t Get Started a = ‘i hy ae Fool,” on the} 
indie Spotlite label, is a promis-| 

BING CROSBY Tere Cee eee ee ee A ora | ing number, Andre D’Orsay vocal- | 
SE rs Ge ee ak Pa 6 CHEE 6 004 66 TH 46 OHEO C0865 we 08040 86 oO ing . . . Teddy Phillips orch has 
, § 3 Sp TS. ft ) ear erate oe eee eer. ee HUG ME A HUG an okay novelty side in “Momma, 
COPE Su. ecdegau iWitgd oda a¥ad nen « os I Always Shake the Tree egeanees at te (ing) a. aa 

: 3 the same label, Cecil Young Quart- | 

— APR pea ea ere a ee eee et comes up with a neat bluesy | 
8S re ere Tees Tee eee Te Pe Teen slice of “Old Black Magic.” 
——— "= Standout western, folk, polka, | 


jazz, religioso, etc:: Jesse Rogers, 
“The Devil’s Pitchfork” (M-G-M) | 
.. » Edna McGriff, ““Edna’s Blues” | 
(Jubilee) Red Foley, “Hot 
Toddy (Decca)...Chuck Murphy, 
“Buckin’ The Dice” (Coral)... 
Billy Strange, “Just Bummin’ | 
Around” (Capitol) . . . Earl Hooker 
Trio, “Race Track” (King). | 


Album Review 


“Mr. President” (RCA Victor, 
). NBC commentator James | 
Fleming is editor and narrator of 


| these excerpts from NBC archives, | 
| the actual voices of the men who 


made history from 1933 to ’53—| 
FDR, Al Smith, Huey Long, John | 


| Garner, Alf Landon, Wendell Will- | 


kie, Ike, etc. Highspotted survey | 
is sketchy and familiar, but punchy | 
and fascinating nevertheless. In) 
brief vocal excerpts, the history | 
of the last two decedes is re-lived, | 
for an exciting disk . 





Decca Naks 2 Indies 


| 

Both are instrumentals cut as 

an indie venture by Russ but not 
released commercially by him. 











I BELIEVE . 


WISHING RING .......... Pia 
HOLD ME, THRILL ME, K'SS “E 
HELLO SUNSHINE ... 

PLL MISS YOU WHEN YOU’FE GONE 
I’M JUST A POOR BACHELOR . 
TELL ME YOU’RE MINE 

WHY DON’T YOU BELIEVE ME 


ee ee 


4. TELL ME YOU’RE MINE (6) ........... ee cccccccceccces 

5. HAVE YOU HEARD (6) .................: seevecess eotecee 
6. WHY DON’T YOU BELIEVE ME (16) ........ccccccecseces 
De Gane ee UR" 5 5 aso 4 b'b. 6 6.406 00k cd ecceosua sh cs 5 
B, e M os . cu cc ccpccessecese rrrerry eT rier cr 
9. KEEP IT A SECRET (7) ........cccecveees Coucces ewervedes 
es ee I fl 5.5 docuenda pedheghesécaseesceabees 


ee 


OP ea 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART |... eee bisiks ar 
OH HAPPY DAY | 


SHE WEARS RED FEATHFRS 


COCCHHT SSC SCH EET HEHCKCOC HO SEHSSESC HORSE SE SCHES 
ce Cee COCO O CERO EOS EOE EES eeereeeeere 
TO CPP EASSCECECSCCKC CR SCHGeooe seats éae'se 
Ceo ee eC eeeerereereceeeses 


PESSSCHOTFOS CHC HSE SES SESH BME DREO 


POCOETT ET EECEFE Tee tere cere eeneteeee LARA AAAAR EEE 


varreTy \() Best Sellers on Coin-Macaines 


OO 64994944444 


4 OOO 46666544468 
Teresa Brewer ......... Coral 3 
in A Victor 
Poms. PAGS f.siidc de. Mercury 
LIONS SA Sica ci eee Mercury 
Joni. James ...cccere..-M-G-M 
re PE Sédavaecdei M-G-M 
Patt Page. ioiccie ccs Mercury 
AEE: ra 5s 40 600 64 9% Cap:tol 
ee Columb‘a 
Four Bimtghtte 2... .56.. Capitol 


rmen Brooks 
roest Tubb 


"acy Carrsen 
+, a heen o harte Mercury 
ty: teu SGURE .. 0 60:6 Co'umbia 

POM WER cs cctesc Coral 
5. | Seer Pee M-G-M 
b FROGS. . v:00 60 

ee eo | | Columbia 

en EE i kk h ca «chore Victor 
ee bine b ncenckaaen Decca 

s boca in the Top 10) 


Ste TeOVTH er ere teHOOOd 


‘0 on eal 


. 


+ 
+ 
i 
? 
, + 
~ 
+ 
+ 
. eee ...M-G-M 
ew ee Coral 
+ 
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Longhair Disk Reviews 








Tchaikovsky: “Swan Lake” (En- 
tre, $2.95). Columbia’s reprint cata- 
log is providing some Juicy bar- 
gains in its cheaper, second label. 
This one, consisting of ballet ex- 
cerpts, is played with verve and 
style by the London Philharmonic, 
under Antal Dorati. Technically, 
too, recording is good. 

Mendelssohn: Concertos in D 
Minor, E Minor (RCA_ Victor, 
$5.45). Violinist Yehudi Menuhin 
and the Berlin Philharmonic under 
Wilhelm Furtwangler give a ster- 


ling performance of the_ well- 
known E Minor classic. The D| 
Minor, forgotten work of Men- 


delssohn’s youth, and unearthed 
by Menuhin is a pleasant, romantic 
piece. Menuhin acts as conductor 
as well as soloist with the RCA 


Victor String Orchestra for a 
graceful performance. Excellent 
coupling. 

Ponchielli: “La Gioconda” 


(Cetra-Soria, 3 LP, $18.85). Im- 


pressive waxing of the complete 
opera, with young Maria Callas a 
fine soprano as Gioconda, Fedora 


Barbieri 


sometimes shrill though 


otherwise imposing as Laura, Gi- 
anni Poggi a good Enzo and Paolo 


: ; ilper tallic as Barnaba. 
his slice of | Silper metallic as 

: irate support by orch and chorus | 
junder Antonio Votto. 


First- 


Delius Music (Capitol, $4.98). 





Five typical Delius works, best. 
known probably being “On Hear- 
ing the First Cuckoo in Spring.” 
Pastoral mood-pieces of impres- 
sionistic vein and exotic appeal, 
well played by Concert Arts Or- 
chestra under Felix Slatkin. Choice 
for the connoisseur. 


Schubert: Quartetsatz in C Minor 
and Wolf: Italian Serenade in G 
(Decca, $2.50). Two works in good 
ronfantic tradition, the Schubert 
| especially melodious and gay. Well 
performed by the Koeckert Quar- 
tet. 

Gluck: “Iphigenia in Tauris” 
/(Vox, 2 LP, $11.90). Somewhat 
| static opera is a quaint classic, ap- 
| pealing in its fine performance 
|here. Soloists are Patricia Neway, 
Pierre Mollet, Leopold Simoneau, 
|Giulini, in good support. 

Robert Massard. Paris Conserva- 
tory Orchestra, under Carlo Maria 
Bron. 








Stump & Stumpy Inkéd 
Stump & Stumpy, Negro vaude 
'team, have been added to M-G-M 
Records rhythm & blues stable. 
Duo’s initial coupling will hit the 
market in the March 9 release. 

Diskery's r. & b. division was es- 
‘tablished last month. 








‘ 





copyrighted Audience Coverage 


Director, Alphabetically listed. 


Pe Be a er ee 
Agri in Pottugal..<.scccsesss 
Because You’re Mine 
Bye Bye Blues 
Cee OU gs cd tae Coane 
Don’t Let the Stars Get in Your 
Sere See. hh eee ewee “Aree ee 
Glow-Worm 
Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me .. 
Hot Toddy 


eeeeeeeee 


Dogg'e in the Window 


Keen It a Secret. ...... ‘ 
Side by Side ..... by SRS 
Till I Waltz Again With You . 
Wild Horses 


(More In 
Full Moon and Empty Arms 
Goodnight Sweetheart 
Hora Staccato 





+ Filmusical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more.in case of ties), based on 


Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


Survey Week of February 13-19, 1953 


How Do You Speak to an Angel—*‘‘Hazel Flagg’. . Chappell 





Hush-A-Bye—7"The Jazz Singer” ..............65 Remick 
OP EE Aer er Mire ae Owe a Rs wire were ar ie te Witmark 
PE Pe A US, kid bina dine 90 955 4 0:4:d 08s aes gen ame Shaviro-B 
Si OE TE 8 6c hCG Ne eet avedeeesecuséyescewene Fox 
Pee Be BD: 5 SERN S SR ale Sb conn s esters setae Montclaire 
Dee DS CO TEAM on ccc cias ssc cviedtincens Roxbury 
er OO. 6 dn do Cdl. ve oi whe 60eQedd sees ease Famous 
Oe errr rrr errr ee eee eT BVC 
Sy ie ONS 605.8 CS bOSKS eked yees0see ess Loneridge 
MEE kos ues CAN GRD OR END Oe deeaee ses ees Leeds 
2 & of Serer ee er eer ree ert ree eee tie Berlin 
ey - Te Pesan BOONE obs okie cdwadeeas deoeudsas Feist 
Second Star to the Right—‘“Peter Pan” .......... Disney 
EY OS, ck:cn te eee dhe chioe ¢ tight ~ibeet bawwee Shapiro-B 
Song from Moulin Rouge—*“Moulin Rouge” ...... Broadcast 
Tele hw aeee Reais. WH Let sci obs evie ia iaeets Village 
NE 5 i ahs Bw BS a SNC 2h sano acemeaned Forster 
Ware: tems, Yeu Believe Me isvicia sa cd.c cscantaeeres Brancom 
RO I i555 6tias 764 4 BRR ned eR a eaEet Simon 
Second Group 
Omaie BE Ce WINGED i sion odds vies cha detedihe’ Santly-J 
Golden Years—*“‘Houdini” .............ccceeccces Paramount 
op BR Bye eres fe ee stan Brandom 
Bn np BERR RE PE ETE ee PTE Pe Pee ee Cromwell 
Oe ee Weee GO TO RRBs ic io cdecbecs eteken eek fees Sherwin 
Gems GON, BODE. io. occacsckcatihéividétroael Carmen 
WOM 3s Sa ck Cha sc cade nek pea ke be a0 ota eee Miller 
RG ONE asi. wh aceon hs i eek ore 2 OR a Four-Star 
san Goo Gila, TF Ee kd. s FHS re hive oe Harms 
Never Smile at a Crocodile—*“Peter Pan”’........ Disney 
TUM POOUET DOW Fo cbaeckc oa css ceed cee Jefferson 
FRO BO TU CURUGia shove cca oe eb el oveeenwk’ Bourne 
ees Ge Oe TE aes asc is é cvs 00d bck aen e Jefierson 
vice Bee | EE Oe Pee PO Made er ts Hill & R 
Pretend pe ens . Keen UGds wee ce wneegicvs ss de kbs Oat - Brandom 
NS COND ci dadscdes cb does sa bees cheeses Miller 
EE wy ich eicnotit a daa ne coeds cts oete iy cel Hill & R 
ee Bee: Wea Wilt a iii anc dcdve dawde cowl Old Charter 
wee Dare Ges Gi ga 6 ook ss cc keckecles Remick 
Wonderful Copenhagen—?"‘Hans C. Andersen” .... Frank 
pe BS eR Oe rea rae Ridgeway 
eee eee TI i Bh. ded oie viv'da 10d Maio de Cee ck BVC 
wie 
Top 10 Songs Ou TV 
(More In Case of Ties) : 
A Cuie Piece of Property ..... WP etehinitvs stan ssinade Duchess 


Anywhere I Wander —* “Hans Christian Andersen”. Frank 
Becauce You're Mine—i“Because You're Mine”... . Feist 


Don’t Let the Stars Get in Your Ey es 


No ‘two People—*"Hans Christian Andersen” 


* Legit musical. 


Index & Audience Trend Index. 


Sia Katoh sia hake eee Robbins-M 
f eae dhe es cae oe Chappell 
dh eeeae seis WS O08 Feist 


| RN, SPR et ee Pickwick 
cadbaetabeda as cean Marks 

Ck ade es tke Mills 

Fed PO oc os See Coachella 


is OS the ka . Santly-J 
ee pe eee Four-Star 
. «Shapniro-B 


Case of Ties) 




















, 
( 
’ 
{ 


GiiGea Ge tet oae aes A woes Ge a CO 























Wednesday, February 25, 1953 


VARIETY 


@RCHESTRAS-MUSIC 41 





Male Vocalists 





Again Clicking | 


Strongly on Wax: 


Male diskers, both vets and ty-, 


ros, who were overshadowed last | 
year by the distaff element, are | 
currently easing out of their back- | 
seat position with a number of | 
highriding tunes. Indicative of 
this present trend is the healthy | 
reception being given Perry Como, | 
Nat (King) Cole and Eddie Fisher, | 
who fall into the so-called vet class | 
and have-a total of nine numbers | 
evenly split between them. Among | 
the newcomers are Julius LaRosa, | 
Artie Wayne, Don Howard, Bob 
Carroll, Tommy Edwards, Sieve 
Lawrence and Norman Brooks. 
Newcomer group, except for Ed- 
wards, are making their bids via 
indie labels. Wayne, however, 
though currently riding under the 
Mercury banner with. “Rachel” 
made his initial impact with that 
tune on the Kem label (Kem is dis- 
tributing the disk on the Coast). 
Edwards, with the M-G-M stable, 
is riding on “A Fool Such As I.” 
Don Howard, who records for Es- 
sex, has “Oh Happy Day,” while 
Carroll, on Derby, has “Say It 
With Your Heart” and Lawrence, 
on King, has “How Many Stars 
Have To Shine.” LaRosa, hottest 
among the new talent, has come | 
up within a few short weeks with | 
“This Is Heaven” and “Anywhere | 
I Wander.” Brooks is beginning 
to make a splash with his Zodiac | 


waxing of “‘Hello Sunshine.” } 


In the femme groove Joni James | 
and Karen Chandler are 
among the relative newcomers. | 
Miss James has been hot with | 
“Why Don’t You Believe Me” and 
“Have You Heard,” while her slic- 
ing of “Wishing Ring” has also 
been getting fair play. “Your 
Cheatin’ Heart,” her latest effort, 
is already beginning to show head- 
way in the various hit lists. Miss 
Chandler has been scoring among 
the top sellers with “Hold Me, 
Thrill Me, Kiss Me.” 

Besides, Miss James and Miss 
Chandler, there are still a number 
of gals holding forth with key 
disks. However, the ratio of dis- 
taff clicks against nfale bests has | 
diminished considerably as com- 
pared to last year. Teresa Brewer’s 
“Till I Waltz Again With You,” Jo | 
Stafford’s “Keep It a Secret,” Patti | 
Page’s “Doggie in the Window” 
and Starr’s “Side By Side” are 
among the female diskings current- 
ly out front. 


BRIT. DECCA DOUBLES 
PROFITS; EXPORTS UP 


London, Feb. 17. 

With trading profits almost dou- 
bled, Decca Records Britain hit a 
$3,360,000 net last year as com- 
pared to $1,825,000 for the previous 
year. Improvement flowed from 
a substantial increase in exports 
which rose by 50%. 

Turnover on the year shows a 
further substantial increase in the 
sales of the London label in the 
U. S. and Canada. The par value 
of the common stock, which cur- 
rently stands at l4c, is to be writ- 
ten up to 70e. 


2 More Tunes Perk 
Via TV Showcasing 


Television’s impact on the disk 
industry was pointed up again this 
week with the release of a couple 
of waxings culled from the theme 
music on two tele shows. Steady 
flow of inquiries from dialers for 
wax information on the themes for 
Jackie Gleason’s CBS-TV show 
and the “Schlitz Playhouse” on the 
same web, sparked Capitol Records 
and M-G-M Records to rush the 
respective themes into release, 

Cap is hitting the market with 
“Melancholy Serenade”—with Glea- 
son batoning the orch, and M-G-M 
is issuing the Schlitz theme, “Fan- 
tastic,” with the London Covent 
Garden Orchestra. Initial tele 
theme to break through on wax was 
Leroy Anderson’s “Syncopated 
Clock” via the Decca label. Tune 
is used on CBS-TV “The Late 








tops | 





VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


| Coin Machines Retail Disks _—_ Retail Sheet Music 


| as Published in the Current Issue 
| ee i 





























NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes Usted hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machinesi, 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 





TALENT 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
1 3 TERESA BREWER (Coral)... .....cceeeseee: Till I Waltz Again 


(Don’t Let the Stars 
eoeeeeeeeeeeees ) Wild Horses 
... Doggie in the Window 
{Why Don’t You Believe Me 
-»-4Have You Heard 
Wishing Ring 
Your Cheatin’ Heart * 


2 2 PERRY COMO (Victor)...... 
3 5 PATTIPAGE (Mercury)......ssseseeeees 
4 1 


JONI JAMES (MGM)......6 ccseeeeeeees 


GAYLORDS (Mercury)........ 


5 4 pte habece ats Tell Me You’re. Mine 
6 8 KAY STARR (Capitol)............-. .sseeees Side by Side 
.. FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia)............... (I'm Just A Poor Bachelor 
)I Believe 
8 6 KAREN CHANDLER (Coral) ...........+--- Hold Me, Thrill Me, 
Kiss Me 
9 9 JULIUS LaROSA (Cadence) ............... Anywhere I Wander 
{How Speak to an Angel 
10 -» EDDIE FISHER: (Victor) .... ......ccccceee- { Downhearted 
' |Even Now 
TUNES 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 Ga ee ee aoe wali ils ceatieas Village 
2 2 DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES...............FourStar 
3 3 TELL ME YOU'RE MINE.......... hebebea< ee Ee Pee ae eo ey: Capri 
4 9 DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW........... 0.00 cece cee eeees weeee Santly-Joy 
5 RE ie MEE wk oi. do  b'sb 0.6 che 40-050% 40000) sacceresescone! Seen 
6 G GQ TRAPPE TRAE. ce coc ccc vcicoccces bsin456446040004-00¥0000000NeseR EEE 
7 10 HOLD ME, THRILL ME, KISS ME............. ivkstadatseaensesel 
8 4 WHY DON’T YOU BELIEVE ME................0ss0000 s¢++-brandom 
9 rl EE errr ee 
10 7 HAVE YOU HEARD............. wre 


Diskers Veering 
To Quickie Deals 


With Newcomers 


In keeping with the will-o-the- 
wisp picture of the current wax 
market, the record companies are 
assuming a more cautious attitude 
in their pacts with new names. In 
the past, the diskeries would latch 
on to a tyro vocalist with a long- 
term deal before the singer’s im- 
pact could be ascertained. Now, 
however, diskers are picking up 
hew names with only a one or two 
disk release deal and a promise of 
a lengthier pact if the shellac 
breaks through. 

Recent example of the new disk- 

|ery pacting practice is the one- 
disk deal set up last week by 
M-G-M Records with warbler Dor- 
een Davis. M-G-M execs will study 
reaction to her initial slice, which 
will be issued March 13, before 
discussing a longer deal. 

Decca Records, too, is holding 
off on its longterm pacting as in- 
| dicated by its arrangement with 
thrush Ruth Casey last week. Miss 
Casey was inked to a four-side 
| deal with a longtermer in the off- 
ing if the disks make some noise. 
Her disks will be released next 
month. 


| Horowitz Still Top Draw 
| After 25 Keyboard Yrs.; 
| SRO 836 in NY. Tonite 


Viadimir Horowitz, giving his 
first N. Y. recital this season at 
| Carnegie Hall tonight (Wed.), and 
} celebrating his 25th year as con- 
cert artist in America, is still a 
phenomenon to the trade. Acknow- 
| ledged the top draw in the long- 
hair field, the pianist will gross 
| about $8,500 (tax excluded) tonight, 
and with about $1,250 expense, can: 
net around $7,250 for himself. 
| Not many longhairs sell out any- 
|more. But on basis of one Sun- 
|day ad in the N. Y. Times and 
Herald Tribune last Nov. 9, the 
recital was sold out by 6 p.m. next 
day. With a Nov. 16 announce- 
‘ment of a second concert for 
|March 23, that event was also 
| bought up completely by the next 
| afternoon. 
Pianist, who sold for $500 a reci- 
‘tal his first year (1928); $1,000 the 
second season, and $1,500 the third, 
|has been in the big bracket ever 
| since, and the dominant b.o. figure 
for over a decade. Theres’ no 
| youngster coming up to threaten 
|him (Horowitz is 48). . 
, Horowitz's fee today for appear- 
/ance with orchestra is usually $4,- 
000, although he’ll take $3,500 or 














LES BROWN’S 1-NITERS 


Band Review 


$3,700 for special cases. For recital 
appearances, depending on size of 
hall, ete., he sells for $4,000, $4,500 


IN EASTWARD TREK) 200 sass eens ne $8 


tions, at $3,750. Sale is at straight 
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EARL HINES BAND (6) 
With Etta Jones 
Snookie’s, N. Y. 

After more than three years on 
the road, Earl (Fatha) Hines re- 
turned to New York Monday (23) 
with his own crew for a three-week 
stand at Snookie’s midtown jazz 
nitery. Hines has built a solid jazz 
rep over the decades playing with 
assorted orchs and combos and he 
won't disappoint his devotees with 
his current crew. 

Hines has surrounded himself 
with a quintet of top sidemen— 
Jona Jones, trumpet; Benny Green, 
trombone; Aaron Sachs (only ofay 
in the outfit), sax, and Osie John- 
son, drums. They whip out a pot- 
pourri of jazz styles that runs the 
gamut from New Orleans to Chi- 
cago with some modern arrange- 
ments of pop standards thrown in 
for good measure. It’s a well- 
integrated combo which beats out 
each number for socko listening 
appeal. 

Repertoire is worked over with 
drive but avoids the ersatz fre- 
neticism displayed by a flock of 
groups around today. Hines’ combo 
doesn't have to use the phony 
frenzy as a cover-up. Sparked by 
Hines’ clean and vibrant keyboard 
work, the sidemen display their 
expert musicianship throughout 
and Hines oo aon plenty of 
opportunity to shine. 

7 representative set includes 
Hines’ clean and vibrant keyboard 
as “Just You,” “The Tin Roof 
“Blues,” “Allah’s Holiday,” “Can't 
Help Lovin’ That Man” and a vivid 





Osie Davis arrangement of the 
Gershwin oldie, “Strike Up The 
Band.” 

Etta Jones, combo’s 
breaks up the instrumental 
with her clicko rhythm and blues 
styling. Scores with “You Better 
Go Now” and “Them wees ail 

TOS. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Feb. 14) 
London, Feb. 17. 


thrush, 
attern 








Broken Wings ......... Fields 
Don't Let the Stars.... Morris 
Outside of Heaven..... Wood 


Wonderful Copenhagen Morris 
You Belong to Me.. Chappell 
Because You’re Mine. . Robbins 
Comes Along a Love.Kassner 
I Went Your Wedding. Victoria 
AE ee ee ee Dash 
That’s A-Why ......Connelly 
Isle of Innisfree.....Maurice 
Walkin’ to Missouri..... Dash 


Second 12 
Here in My Heart..... Mellin 
Faith Can Move........ Dash 
Takes Two to Tango .F. D. & H. 
Glow Worm .......... Lafleur 
Make it Soon....... Connelly 


Don't Believe Me...F.D. & H. 
Settin’ W'ds Fire..New World 


Forget Me Not........- Reine 
Zing a Little Zong... .Maddox 
Ecstasy Tango ......... Bron 


Heart and Soul....... , 
Hi Lily Hi-Lo eee ee . Robbins 


Les Brown orch, which goes into 
the Roseland Ballroom, N. Y., Fri- 
day (27), has been working east- 
wards from the Coast on a series 
of one-niters and college dates for 
the past week. Band is travelling 
from Hollywood to N. Y. via char- 
tered plane with stopovers at Colo- 
rado Springs, Purdue University, 
Milwaukee and Buffalo. 


At Taunton, Mass., tomorrow 
(Thurs.) Brown has been booked 
for a “battle of bands” with Tom- 
my Dorsey’s orch. While east, 
Brown will cut several sides for 
Coral Records and heads back to 
Hollywood March 7. 


D.C. Cafe Hit By 
Infringement Suit 
Washington, Feb. 24. 

Three New York music publish- 

ers have filed suit in the U. S. 

Federal Court here, charging in- 





ing damages from the Blue Mirror 
Cafe. 


Action, brought by Mills Music, 
Inc., T. B. Harms Co. and Robbins 
Music Corp., seeks to enjoin the 
Blue Mirror from playing “Stormy 
Weather,” “Stomping at the Savoy” 
and “Can’t Help Lovin’ That Man.” 
| Suit claims that the numbers were 
|sung without authorization of the 

copyright owners and seeks $250 
| statutory damages per tune. 








fee, with the local manager taking 
the rest. 

Pianist limits himself now in 
concertizing, and this season is do- 
ing 34 dates, only three or four be- 
ing with orchestra. He never plays 
more than two dates a week. David 
Libidins, his manager, has him 
all booked for next season, and in 
addition has 11 dates already sét 
for the °54-’55 season. 


Szigeti Sets 7-Week Jap 
Tour; Nine Dates in Tokyo 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 
Joseph Szigeti leaves here Thurs- 
day (26) for a seven-week concert 
tour of Japan. Violinist is due in 
Tokyo Saturday (28), where he 
will give his first concerts March 5, 
6 and 7. He'll do nine perform- 





|ances in Tokyo alone, out of total 


| 


| 





of 23 Jap concerts to be played. 
Szigeti, under Herbert Barrett's 
management, is being sponsored in 


| Japan by the Mainichi Press, coun- 
fringement of copyright and seek- | 


try’s leading newspaper, which 
books show biz talent regularly as 
sideline and circulation-builder. 





Maori Tune to Fox 
Sam Fox has acquired the U. S. 


| rights to “Waiting For You” from 


Keith Prowse, London firm. Tune 
is a Maori tribal melody from New 
Zealand. 

Fox has skedded a March 15 


\kickoff for the song. 
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SIX TO CROW ONT. 








- Solid record entertainment every one — taken altogether they 
represent important sales volume for the dealer and outstanding pro- 


HB gramming for the deejay. Listen to them — these are six to grow on! 





MORE LUCK THAN MONEY 


, Ate You Tired of Me? 


Will 0” the Wisp 
@ LILY ANN CAROL a 


20/47-5784 











@ HUGO WINTERHALTER and Orch. 


THE MAGIC TOUCH 


20/47-5209 | | 














2. 





TRAIN, TRAIN, TRAIN 
I Gan’t Get Started With You 


(ve by Frankie Lester) 








THE DEVIL'S SERENADE «. 12¢ cose) 


» Sympathy (vr. Johnnie Parker) 



























































® BUDDY MORROW and Band = 20/47-5212 @ HENRI RENE 20/47-5188 
GOMEN NASAI (Forgive Me) CONGRATULATIONS TO SOME ONE 
, >bringfield Mountain L d Hat 
‘ ove ana mare 
HARRY BELAFONTE  20/47-5210 ad @ JUNE VALLI 20/47-5177 
e v * 
This Week's BEST SELLING RCA Victor Records PER 
aying 
78 rpm/45 Ti 
DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES/LIES ................. bighessvedereissenedabaneenn 20/47 +5064 nepttle i) si 2:37/2:30 
Perry Como 
GOMEN NASAI (Forgive Me)/ SPRINGFIELD I a 5.5 65 05. 2dgrins tone deceswedecedateeon 20/47 +5210............... 2:20/2:29 
Harry Belafonte 
a a0 sa dalvas'dadenireane so ceuwesane cudmesqenreesteninavs éocsus usual a. | ee oer 2:45/3:05 
Perry Como 
ts 5. cabs Gok dikes ofbcbubabadienbabes dens $0 sckbacnln ee 20/47 +5095.....0 0... 2:22/3:00 
Ralph Flanagan 
HOW DO YOU SPEAK TO AN ANGEL/DOWNHEARTED ..............00... 0. .cccc ccc ce eee euee | Sn a 2:22/2:24 
Eddie Fisher 
Es, ss nawedingcvivecsba+sbdensodsbdbedatacecdestactsmeth dicoeecedcaste eel 20/47 +5176............... 2:50/2:27 
| Dinah Shore 
| MORE LUCK THAN MONEY/ARE YOU TIRED OF ME .......0. 0... ee ees SOE. ME ia in. > is 2:25/2:55 
Lily Ann Carol 
5 sc ciducvscsntcon seessscaqeeaasdieenansts ns db vendeedrvabehanenn 20/47 #4997... . 2.2000... 2:56/3:28 
Hugo Winterhalter : 
SR SU OU Oh SOUMER WIG 5... oa creccccrsceecscecncoccescscdadiseesoretnerionns 20/47 +5146.............4. 2:55/2:22 
Vaughn Monroe : 
ee I CG secs ieesaeir ss cacevecepeaniaanshiesds cpspeeceas beseebesons me. eR ee 7 2:40/3:04 
Buddy Morrow 
CONGRATULATIONS TO SOMEONE/LOVE AND HATE .......5......5..6 0000 -ce cece eee eens SGP: SEITE... 6 cise... 2:55/2:46 
June Valli- 
STOP BEATIN’ ROUND THE MULBERRY: BUSH/TWEEDLE DEE-TWEEDLE DUM ............... 20/47 +5166............... 2:38/2:35 ; 
. Sauter-Finegan 
(All That I'm Asking Is) SYMPATHY/THE DEVIL’S SERENADE .............-..-.--0eseeseeees 20/47; #BIGD: «2. 25. oS. i es. 2:58/2:28 
Henri Rene 
BECAUSE OF YOU/THE SONG THE ANGELS SING.........2..... 000.0 cec eee ee cnet eee e eens 10/0 . 49906.) .. 00.0000 0... 3:30/3:30 
Mario Lanza 
HUSH-A-BYE/OH MOON ..........0.0.0c0ccecec cence rn ee eee e nee re renee teen eee e eens 20/47 +5142............... 2:40/2:42 
Danny Thomas 
COUNTRY—WESTERN 
THERE WASN’T AN ORGAN AT OUR WEDDING/HONEYMOON ON A ROCKET SHIP ..... i i 2 err 2:30/2:40 
Hank Snow 
A FOOL SUCH AS I/THE GAL WHO INVENTED KISSIN’ ..........---.--00eee see eee enero eee es SOA? HOOD... .....55..%.- 2:30/2:35 
Hank Snow 
| HANK WILLIAMS WILL LIVE FOREVER/JUST FOR TONIGHT ...........--..005000 002 css sees 20/47 +5164............... 2:30/2:30 
Hank Snow 
I'LL NEVER LET YOU GO/YOU PLAYED ON MY PIANO ............-.-.0 00s ee cee eeeee ee eens 20/47 #5170............... 2:00/2:40 
John Greer 
AND THE BULL WALKED AROUND, OLAY/MARGIE............:.0ccccce cee ese eee eeeneeeeeees OAH. £6192... 580.0 3:01/2:16 
Les ‘Harris 
SO LONG BABY /WHAT MAY YOUR NS  .. v. obde ce ibedeVedeeedcnues cag UESSELATA 20/47 +5168............... 2:37/2:20 
Walter Davis 
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-On the Upbeat - | 


New York 


Johnny Hodges orch opéned at 
the Spa, Baltimore, yesterday 
(Tues.) . . . Sunny Gale begins @ 16- 
day engagement at the Boulevard, 
Queens, Saturday (28) .. . Eddie 
Wolpin, general-manager of Para- 
mount-Famous Music, headed for | 
the Coast last week for confabs; 
with Par studio brass . .*. Thrush 
Paula Stewart opens at the Em-} 
bassy, Philadelphia, tonight (Wed.) 
... Jimmy Martin, M-G-M Records 
Chicago distributor, in town for | 
huddles with diskery’s sales divi- 
sion .. . Milt Buckner Trio opened 
at the Club Afrique, Washington, 
yesterday (Tues.). 

Louis Prima orch begins a two- | 
week engagement at the Meadow- | 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Friday 
(27)... Tony Morelli, M-G-M 
Records pactee, and his manager 
Bob Melbourne, on a disk jockey 
trek through the midwest. 





London 


For the U. S. markets; British 
Decca is rushing an LP set of six 
instrumentals recorded by Am- 
brose in 1935-36. .. Britain’s lead- 
ing dance bands, plus America’s 
jazz-pianist Mary Lou Williams, 
will perform cuffo at the Stoll The- 
atre, Kingsway, March 2, in aid of 
the national fund to aid victims 
of the floods . . . BBC Show Band, 
directed by Cyril Stapleton, will 
play in radio show to be put on 
before the Queen when she visits 
Broadcasting House on Friday (27) 
» . « Perry Como’s “Don’t Let the 
Stars” tops the list of best-selling 
pop records here, followed by Ed- 
die Fisher’s “Outside of Heaven,” 
Marie Lanza’s “Because You're 
Mine” and Kay Starr’s “Comes 
A-long, A-Love.” Guy Mitchell’s 
*Red Feathers” has shot from 10th 
to fifth in the list in a week,- and 
Art & Dottie Todd’s “Broken 
Wings” from 12th to seventh in 
the same time, 


Chicago 
Benny Short, former Chicago 
bandleader, now celebrating 10th 
anniversary in Las Vegas, heading 
own orchestra service .. . Shaw 
iistdenianbadianadineaiaenadiaamcitnenaen 


eueneiiiiemiin 


show April 26 for six days in St. 


Boys, 
Rogers, Coles & Atkins and Little 


Ageney has set. the “Y’. Circus 
Louis with Billy Eckstine, Clover 


Johnny Hodges, Timmie 


Sylvia making up the bill... 
George Shearing pacted for the 
Rossian Hotel, Denver, week of 
April 20 ... Joyce Bowman takes 
over from Gene Marshall as Chi- 
cago General Artists Corp. office 
manager ... Billy Eckstine, Ruth 
Brown and Count Basie band inked 
for four dates starting March 29 in 
Tulsa . . . Nino Nanni into the Old 
Heidelberg Feb. 25 ... Paul Wil- 





liams into the Show Bar, St. Louis, | 
March 2 and follows into the Farm- | 
dale, Dayton, week of March 9. 


Pittsburgh 


Larry Faith band back into the 
Horizon Room for an_ indefinite 
stay ... Joe Lescak on piano and 
Edward Manganelli on drums have 
joined the Luis Morales combo at 
the Carnival Lounge .. . Baron 
Elliott plays a Washington & 
Jefferson college dance at the 
George Washington Hotel in Wash- 
ington, Pa., March 6... Skip Nel- 
son and Lee Henry began a fort- 
night stand at the Towne and 
Country Club in Charleroi on Mon- 
day (23)... bandleader Al Marsico 
opened a Musical Artists Bureau 
to book bands and units. He’s 
operating in conjunction with 
vaude booker George Claire in 
latter’s downtown office ... Four 
Lads coming back to town April 
6 for a week’s engagement at the 
Twin Coaches. Last time here they 
played the Copa... dancing Evans 
Family pulled out over week-end 
for New Orleans to join Guy Lom- 
bardo’s band on month-long concert 
tour. 


Omaha 


Joan Jeffries new thrush with 
Lambert Bartak orch . .. Star- 
dusters Trio into Club Line 5, 
Grand Island ... Skymaster Quar- 
tet heading floor show at Torch 
here ... Pat Delaney took over at 
White Horse Inn, Regis Hotel... 





Stub Land band set at Scottsbluff’s 
Terrytown Arena Feb. 28. 
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TONY ALAMO 
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IS IT LOVE 
YOU'RE AFTER 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


MGM RECORDS 








...Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


CAPITOL ARTIST 

2. - PRETENDED aes ons cca etd. tn casnviscedeis «ees. Nat (King) Cole 
DON’T LET EYES SHOP FOR HEART 

Ra: GE TR BUTT on i 5'5 os ove ivaes Vea s danas oak sae eee 
NOAH 

3. MY BABY’S COMING HOME .........Les Paul-Mary Ford 
LADY OF SPAIN 

4. IT’S IN THE BOOK (2 Parts).........-....Johnny Standley 

Os Goin PEs MRR civ cc ac cc ce io UPR eree Sine ot Se Four Knights 
A MILLION TEARS 

COLUMBIA ; 

1, I BELIEVE Tere Men Tier te re ee! Frankie Laine 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

2. MR. TAP TOE ... CT ee en See tr Doris Day 
YOUR MOTHER AND MINE 


3. SHE WEARS RED FEATHERS ......... 
PRETTY LITTLE BLACK-EYED SUSIE 
4. KEEP IT A SECRET . _ 


ONCE TO EVERY HEART 
TOKYO BOOGIE WOOGIE 
CORAL 


HELLO BLUE BIRD ‘ 


ONE DREAM 
3. S’POSIN’ 


RUNNIN’ WILD 
5. PRETEND ... 
TOO PROUD TO CRY 


DECCA 
1, OH HAPPY DAY .... 


2. JOHN, JOHN, JOHN 


3. YOU FOOLED ME ........ 
IF YOU TAKE MY HEART 


4. PRETEND ... 


MUST I CRY AGAIN 


MERCURY 

1, DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW 
MY JEALOUS EYES 

2. TELL ME YOU'RE MINE . 
CUBAN LOVE SONG 

3. SEVEN LONELY DAYS ... 
IF YOU TAKE MY HEART 

4. PRETEND 
AFTER MIDNIGHT 

5. NO HELP WANTED 
TEXARKANA BABY 


ee ee ee ee 


M-G-M 

1, HAVE YOU HEARD 
WISHING RING 

2. KAW-LIGA 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

3. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 


4. YOU’RE MINE 
MILK AND GIN 


I CAN'T LOVE ANOTHER 


RCA VICTOR 


LIES 
2 GOMEN-NASAI ........... 
3. WILD HORSES .... 
I CONFESS 


SERENADE 


DOWNHEARTED 


Pelletier to Head Youth 
Concerts for N.Y. Symph 


Igor Buketoff, director of the 
young people’s concerts of the N.Y. 
Philharmonic, will resign his post 


end of this season, due to press of 
his Fort Wayne Philharmonic con- 
ducting chores, 

He'll be succeeded by Wilfrid 
Pelletier, who’s been associated 
with the Metropolitan Opera as 
conductor for almost 30 years, and 
as director of the Metropolitan Au- 
ditions of the Air for 10 years. 
Buketoff has conducted the youth 
concerts since 1950. 


KIKI’s Disk Jock Kick 


. Honolulu, Feb. 17. 

Whoever dreams up names for 
disk jock sessions on indie KIKI 
here could well take over the job 
of naming Pullman cars. 

Station’s current schedule finds 
“Ballads for Bookworms” followed 
by “Somnabulist’s Symphony.” 
Other of its unique record shows 








5. GOMEN-NASAI ... - 


IF YOU WERE ONLY MINE 
4. NEW JUKE BOX SATURDAY NIGHT 


coecerereeses 


‘away 77°" 


THAT’S ME WITHOUT YOU. 
5.. TILL I WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU .......... Russ Morgan 


eeeeeere 


ee ee ee ee ee | 


eee eeeee seer romesreeeereeeee 


SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN — 





are titled “Go Slow with Sun 


»e-.- Guy Mitchell 


Jo Stafford 


eereeeeeeeeeeer ere 


ere eereeeee the 


1. TILL I WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU......... Teresa Brewer 


2. HOLD ME, THRILL ME, KISS ME........ Karen Chandler 


eeeeree 


eeoeereseeeeereeeeres 


MToiiocntadtess. Dick Todd 


TILL I WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU 


PPOCP RESET TTS Guy Lombardo 


SKIPPING ROPE WITH A RAINBOW 


»+.--Four Aces 


..Guy Lombardo 


POT TeTE TTT ee Gibbs 


(aaciteons erreTry *Marterie 


(Ce wet ee ee Tes Rusty Draper 


Trerrrerr.. seeees.dOni James 
.Hank Williams 


Z 
eeeeeeeeeeeee 


ak bae er errrerer eT, “wo 


ILL BE WAITING FOR YOU 


cooee Crickets 


5. A FOOL SUCR ASI..... 600 ceeesceeecees ROMS EOnGN 


1, DON’T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES. .Perry Como 


seesceseeeees- Harry Belafonte 


occcvecccccecccccccccccee POITY Come 
4, HOT TODDY .........ccecececeseccseeees Ralph Flanagan 


5. HOW DO YOU SPEAK TO AN ANGEL...... ..Eddie Fisher 


nes 640006 44044500805 Patti Page 
0 0-0:0629:b00Fe0000cevees Gaylords 





Lowe,” “Turntable Turnpike” and 
“Clean Up Carnival.” 

The outlet has built a solid day 
and night following on the basis of 
a log filled about 90% by disk 
shows, but has been far from a 
financial click. 








+ 
3 | 


GODFREY PLUGS PUSH 
LA ROSA TO 500,000 


Riding on a concentrated plug. 
ging attack via Arthur Godfrey's 
CBS-TV shows, Julius LaRosa is 
nearing the 500,000 sales mark \ ith 
his initial waxing of “Anywhere | 
Wander” and “This Is Heaven” 
the indie Cadence label. 
| Sidebar to the “Anywhere | 
| Wander” spins being racked up by 
the LaRosa etching is fact that the 
Frank -Loesser tune, penned for tha 
Samuel Goldwyn pic, “Hans Chri<. 
tian Andersen,” never got off the 
| ground when it was released 
| eral months ago with such potent 

names at Danmy Kaye (Decca), 

| Tony Bennett (Columbia), Fran 
Warren (M-G-M) and Mel Tor: 
(Capitol). 


on 





e 





| Henderson Into Par, N.Y., 
With Amsterdam, Lewis 


Skitch Henderson and band have 
been signed for the Paramount 
Theatre, N. Y., starting March 4 
or 11, following current layout, 
Others on that bill will be Morey 
Amsterdam, Monica 
| Rudy Cardenas. 


| House booker Harry Levine has 
| also pacted Patti Page for the fol- 
| lowing card, starting March 18 or 
25, while negotiations are current 
for Eddie Fisher to go in for the 
Easter show which will bow after 
| the Patti Page layout. 


Cap’s 10c Melon 


Capitol Records last week de- 
clared a 10c per share dividend for 
the first quarter of 1953. Melon 
was figured on last year’s earning 
which was the best in Cap’s 10-year 
history. Dividend will be payable 
April 1 to stockholders of record 
March 15. 


Cap also declared the regular 
quarterly dividend of 65c a share 
on the $2.60 cumulative preferred 
stock, payable April 1 to holders of 
record March 15. 





Lewis and 








Connee Boswell opened a two- 
week stay at the Emerald Room of 
the Shamrock Hotel, Houston. 








Sweeping The Country’ 


HOLD ME, 
THRILL ME, 


KISS ME 


~ >» Karen Chandler CORAL 
Roberts Lee - Jerry Gray DECCA ” 








TWO BRAND NEW BALLADS 


VM SORRY |! 
EVER MET YOU 


THE HOUSE OF 
BROKEN DREAMS 


By the Writer of 
The Curse of an Aching Heart 














Pub. by 
IRVING TANZ MUSIC CO. 





1619 Broadway, New York City 
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JONI JAMES 


FRANKIE LAINE. 








YOUR CHEATIN' HEART 


Published by Acuft-Rose 
RECORDS 


HANK wiuiams, 007 *77**7- (MOM) 
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580 Fitth Avenue, New York 36, W.Y. 
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| ee for the Coronation of King | Silhouettes Enlist MUSIC FROM I 
¥ s , George V in 1910, is being revived | r ; | SRAEL 
L nd n T p All y by Peter Maurice, and from even} As Combo in Air Force, 
0 0 is! in ra n e . pen lid cay umete Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. SELLS 500,000 DISKS 





graanyecaglis ————— Stuart's great “Soldiers of the| Five local boys, who have been’ Regie oe sg indie 
mean much then; the public con-) bringing out a “Coronatio | Queen.” The same firm (FD&H) playing together as a dance band; Patter company which imports 
tinued to sing the latest American | and “On Coronation Day's snd art |Tushed out a Coronation Album of |» der the label of the Silhouettes |{sr#elimade tape recordings, has 
hits that had nothing to do with’ Strauss (who wrote “Festival Hop”) | TOusing pieces, mostly public do- for Yet ten wenth. eblihinedl WP tae | toked ert ee Caee ee 
royalty . . . But we're expected to | has penned “The Coronation Polka” | ™4in, but including a newie called for last two years, enlisted in the duced here since’ firm's inception 
publish Coronation songs, so we've | for Arcadia. = Bless Elizabeth.” Ae TOS .o8. & SR ee Hae Peer a ba 5 eel sh eh 
obliged.” Bradb E es obbins Music is bringing out the Air Force band so that they (2C'udes works by Israeli composers 
From the 1937 Coronation, Peter | on “C wi Wood will be working | «pray For Me.” Inspired by this | -| Mark Lavry, Shabatai Petrushka 
) na elebration Rag,” which isn’t | aa an ; - ile could remain buddies even in uni-| and Moshe Wilensky. Catalog als 
Maurice Music is reviving Jimmy/a far cry from Hit Songs’ “Th | Phrase in the Queen’s dedication : ‘ ; , ee eden RS Seren. Seen 
Kennedy’s “Coronation Waltz,” | Celebration Sena.” and pet ue e| broadcast, the song is being form. They're currently stationed! includes folk dances and cantorial 
which sold about 100,000 copies| sic is sevistne “All The World le launched by Geraldo with the Lu-| at Sampson Air Field, N. Y., taking chants. 
then. Another tune of the same} Coming To London.” which was ton Girls’ Choir on March 1 on a’ their basic training. Dauntless pays royalties from the 
name is coming out from Northern | written for the Festival. Box si" ureoteast. | Insofar as service can promise disk sales directly to Israel. 
Music, while Mills Music has ap-|Cox struck a new angle with a| 
proached their London branch with | heartthrobbing epic c “ _* yee teins sini acid New lucti in Englis 
copies of their own U. S. “Corona- Golden Coach ee be linist Jan Tomasow, will be solo | assured every effort will be made Verdi's Perude” to ke aomeeen 
tion Waltz,” written in 1937 by|Of Gold),” and Noel Gay has nae ists in the eighth and concluding bad keep them in same unit. They! .+ the Boston Opera House Sunday 
Mitchell Parish and Peter De Rose. | patriotic with “Let’s All Be Good | (once?t,of the Little Orchestra So- | are Ronnie Thomas, bass player; | (1), will round off the 1952-53 sea- 


eee TD en 











; at this stage, musicians have bee 
Pianist, Rudolf Serkin, and vio-|~ g . - 














Yale Music has “The Coronation | Elizabethans.” | ciety’s Town Hall, N.Y., subscrip-| George Basca, sax; Al Secan, vibes;}son of Boris Goldovsky'’s Opera 

scala lls : : . oe | tion series next Monday (2), Thom- | Charles Singer, electric guitar d ai , a 
Lawr { J “ug : wo) q ; y . om ’ guitar, and | Theatre—the sx ™ 
Calypso”; ence Wright is' A march, “Coronation Bells, as Scherman will conduct. Ray Zywiolek, accordion. ton season of Pepa. niga 








100% acceptance has been given to . bad E L % E V E 


THE FIRST SONG TO BREAK THROUGH FOR A HIT VIA T.V. 


@ Introduced by JANE FROMAN om her CBS-TV show "U.S.A. Canteen” and recerded by Ser 
on Capitol Records 


@ FRANKIE LAINE’'S Columbia Record sales beyond 250,000 


NEW ......, PERCY FAITH 


SWEDISH RHAPSODY (Midsummer Vigil)—Columbia Records * Once more Percy Faith demonstrates 
an unusual, distinctive talent in creating new dimensions in instrumental music. An amazing perform- 
ance heading for the top of the lists. 














From NASHVILLE to TIN PAN ALLEY 
Recorded by DON CHERRY, Decca « SARAH VAUGHAN, Columbia * GEORG: MORGAN, Columbia 


A LOVERS’ QUARREL | 


Original film soundtrack Samba, a Washington, D. C. sensation via 
MILTON GRANT, W.0.L.—Spinning SILVANA MANGANDO version of 


ANNA ----- MGM RECORDS 


LF.E. Releasing Corp. Picture “Anna” starving Silvana Mangano and Vittorio Gassman racks up 

top box-office marks in 7 test showings. 

FLASH! PAUL WESTON Columbia Record being rushed out this week! e 
FLASH! DICK HAYMAN Mercury Record: on release! 


i'M MAKING UP FOR LOST TIME—LEROY HOLMES, MGM » WOODY HERMAN New Third Herd, Mars 
00-SHOO-BE-DOO-BE—DIZZY GILLESPIE—DEE GEE 

PACHUKO HOP—CHUCK HIGGINS, Combo Records—a West Coast Rhythm and Blues Hit 
BUCK DANCE—WOODY HERMAN New Third Herd, Mars—New Hit Release! 






















MARAIS—MIRANDA—MITCH MILLER Create Excitement on Columbia Records 


TAKE OFF YOUR JACKET 


both songs composed by Josef Marais 


_ f African 
UNGU WE i 


New Release by THE WEAVERS, who have sold 5,000,000 Decca Records in 28 months 


3 MEXICO 


b/w DOWN IN THE VALLEY 





















+ Watch for TONY BENNETT'S next Columbia Record Release—I'M THE KING OF BKOKEN HEARTS 


CROMWELL” © DARTMOUTH © ESSEX!” FOLKWAYS © HOLLIS © LUDLOW ¢ MELODY TRAILS 
Music Publishers © New York © Nashville © Hollywood 
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Diskers Bidding 
High for Legiters: 


Big-coin bidding is back again 
in the album cast race, with Capi-, 
tol’s $25,000 advance for the Cole 
Porter-Abe Burrows score to “Can- 
Can.” Decca revorted!y invested 
$17,500 in “Wonderful Town,” the 
Rosalind Russell musical ovening 
tonight (Wed.) at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y. The songs are by Betty 
Comden Adolph Green and Leon- 
ard Bernstein. 

RCA Victor this past Sunday (22) 
waxed the entire cast of “Hazel 
Flagg,” songs by Bob Hilliard-Jule 
Styne, and is rushine it out for 
next week’s release. Company paid 
no advance under its new policy 
of ,not bidding wildly since its 
$225,000 investment in “Call Me 
Madam” only to find it couldn't do 
the Irving Berlin musical with the 
original cast because. Ethel Mer- 
man was tied to Decca, which 
wouldn’t release her. 


New Friends Hit By 
Old Tooter Problem 


The New Friends of Music was 
again forced to cancel its concert 
skedded for Town Hall, N. Y., 
Sunday (22), due to the failure of 
the longhair group to post a bond 
covering the salaries of the musi- 
cians with Local 802. The musical 
org also cancelled its concert set 
for the previous Sunday for the 
same reason. 





According to Hortense Monath, 


prez .of the org, both concerts will 
be made up at a future date. Ini- 
tial cancellation was the first in 
org’s 17-year history. 
. Flack Sues Ray 
Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

Herman Prujansky, press agent, 
filed suit for $100,000 in Superior 
Court against Johnnie Ray, claim- 
ing the singer fired him without 
cause. He was getting $200 a week 


arm declares he had a. verbal 
@sreement to remain on the job 





as long as Ray remained in shov- | 


biz. 


Also named in the suit is Ber- 


nard Lang, Ray’s manager. 











re PUBLISHERS-RECORD COMPANY'S 
SONGWRITERS 


This non-profit seciety offers all of its 
facilities and its nation-wide plugging sys- 
tem in promoting accepted songs of its 
members at no charge te either publisher, 
record company or songwriter. 





‘WILD STORIES” 


‘ DICK BROWN 
(KING RECORD 15209) 


SCS ee eR RE OR BER EE Eee 


it’s Terrific! 


It's Great! 





{ East 42nd St. 
New York, N. Y. 


M-0-5-S, Inc. 



















































































































































































Nichols disclosed the winners on 


me « 5‘ = 
“ 4 3s] 
o p i323 
5°) -) -~ . 
ARIETY PlelOlSi|_|el-alels 
Survey of retail disk best Stal si@lelslei3s)/e] r 
sellers based on reporis ob OLE! ele Siela £] 0 
tained from leading stores im s|s = El te | SI 2 T 
9 cities and showing com- o| . 2 | 3 3 8 3 5 - A 
parative sales rating for this 3 7IiSiTIisisis 3/2 L 
and last week. 2 i % | ! 2 | J is | s 
= 1|Q/ =| lis 
elel7/sil/el2}a}s] oe 
National sisz/iiizele ele/3| ' 
Rating ~ A te | “isiels|$| 3 - 
Fis lwulastn | Els ; 2 
This Last 2 = So | & = pa z os a | 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title _ — 12 la | mt — — a4 > ane am | - s 
~ ‘TERESA BREWER (Coral) 
1 1. “Till I Waltz Again With You”.. (a3 “On as Oe oe SO ee 
as PERRY COMO (Victor) ; 
2 2 “Don’t Let Stars in Your Eyes” TS pth te Epa 2 1 2. °% 4 6 3 4 59 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
3 8 “Doggie in the Window” LS See eI ee 5 3 2 we a St a. Peis 54 
KAY STARR (Capitol) . 
4 9 “RIES by Bake”... Pot es ewes «AV is Fas _ 10 oe S. _& mn 2 ies 38 
om GAYLORDS (Mercury) 1 7 
5A 3 “Tell Me You're Mine” Re ee, Se Ee: sete a 7 34 
‘Sia “KAREN CHANDLER (Coral) et wr a ai 
5B 5 “Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me”......... 5 2 2 10 2 
~ JULIUS LaROSA (Cadence) a m 
7 7 “Anywhere I Wander” +5530 2 fe 6 4 = 7 WS si ae Sl 
~ FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) i 
8 11 “I’m Just a Poor Bachelor” iy steak 8 eis _3 Pt eee Sea ee eet 
: ~ JONI JAMES (MGM) 
9A 4 “Have You Heard” er ee < ae 9 r 4 ase —_ & _ 14 
he NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) ; 
9B 18 “Pretend” bss +o piete + cio NAMI eae Sed > a. — ae ( 
2 JONI JAMES (MGM) 
111A 6 “Why Don’t You Believe Me” eer ee s.s. § es ee es 6 8B 
PAUL-FORD (Capitol) ' m 
11B 18 “My Baby’s OE NIE... «5 ss > «ew wives S .. .. .. «. 7 8 1. 
DON HOWARD (Essex) 
| 13A 10 “Oh Happy Day”... Pereeeee eee eee eee MT aie Ss Ss a 2 eke . 2 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) , 
13B wo ok re a errr ee Tere See 5 5 12 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
15 17 “Me, Tan Tee”... Plea west fas bas zadases os Kee 6 5 11 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16 a ls lr Re 4 10 « 8 
RALPH MARTERIE (Mercury) 
hy ee EE oe es Sei 5 10 7 
JO STAFFORD (Columbia 
18 13 “Keep It a Secret’. ‘SA Pn eee eg ae 7 6 ss ae ee 6 
LAWRENCE WELK (Coral) 
Ee We °° 2. eer oe 9 8 5 
RALPH FLANAGAN (Victor) 
A I, CULE oie. Se ernn Fok Wen hd hecce needs ea 3 
1 2 3 4 5 
HANS CHRISTIAN | I'M IN THE MOOD JAZZ CONCERT PETER PAN LIBERACE 
F I V E T O P aw FOR LOVE Benny Goodman Hugo Winterhalter Liberace 
DANNY KAYE Eddie Fisher Goodman | Victor Columbia 
Decca . : "PD A4ANT 9 
ALBUMS DL 5433 Victor SL 180 EP A407 CL 6217 
A 919 LPM . 3058 
° 9-364 
z | 
= = “| Marilyn Monroe was cited as “Best | 
RCA Vi t ) A d S shi Young Boxoffice Personality.” | 





| ous 


‘anelitabal 


good will evidence of hands-across- , “With a Song in My Heart,” and 


| the-kilocycles. 
| Academyites have been vocifer- | 

in propagating 
| Derby as the definitive accolade 


the 


Continued from page 2 =— 


Oscar 
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its star, Susan Hayward, as the 
top film and actress. Gary Cooper, 
for “High Noon,” got the male 
“best” award. 

Incidentally, Look this week, in 


| of the industry. This despite cor-|a six-page spread, kudoes Cooper 











































pool awards such as Photoplay’s | for males; Shirley Booth in “Come 


recent “gold medals” to 20th-Fox’s | 








Here’s Tin Pan Alley 
4 with the shades up 
and the guard 


down 


ae An ultra-candid closeup of the whole glittering, frenetic, 
exciting world . , . the song stealers . . . the double-crossers, the 
double-talkers . . . the sex, real and phony .. . the Shylocks and 
soft-touches . .. the long-hairs and crew-cuts ... the hit parad- 
ers and has-beens . . . revealed in this new novel written 
from the inside by a Broadway music publisher who knows 
exactly what goes on and doesn’t hesitate to write about it. 


mm Money Song 


A novel by ARNOLD SHAW 
$3 at all bookstores. RANDOM HOUSE 











Back, Little Sheba,” for the best 
femme; Claire Bloom, in Chaplin’s 
“Limelight,” best femme support; 
Richard Burton, “My Cousin 
Rachel,” best male support; Mari- 
lyn Monroe, “most promising fe- 
male newcomer of the year’; Fer- 
nando Lamas, male ditto; Hal Wal- 
lis, “Sheba,” best producer; Frank 
Nugent, “Quiet Man,” best writer; 
Winton Hoch, same pic, best cam- 
era; John Ford, same pic, best di- 
rection; Bill Goetz, industry award 
for “successful leadership of the 
U-I studios”; Fred Waller, special 
award for Cinerama invention; A. 
H. Blank. “exhibitor of the year,” 
for founding of the Blank Memo- 


|rial Hospital in Des Moines. 
pix of °’52 are! 


Look’s “best” 
“Sheba” (Par); “Bend of the River” 


(UI), “Hans Christian Andersen” | 


(Sam Goldwyn), “Greatest Show on 
Earth” (DeMille-Par), “Quiet Man” 
(Rep), “Crimson Pirate” (WB), 
“The Happy Time” and “The Mar- 
rying Kind,” both Col; UA’s 
“Limelight” (Chaplin), “High Noon” 
and “Moulin Rouge,” Metro's 
“Ivanhoe” and “Singin’ in the 
Rain,” 20th-Fox’s “Rachel,” “Snows 
of Kilimanjaro” and “Song In My 
Heart,” RKO's “Sudden Fear,” 
Walt Disney’s “Robin Hood.” 
Redbook’s Awards 
Redbook’s annual Silver Cup film 
awards were announced tonight 
(Tues.) by editor Wade H. Nichols. 


the Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis 
NBC airer. Along with Miss Mon- | 
roe were Julie Harris, “Best Young | 
Actress”; Leslie Caron, “Best 

Young Foreign Actress”: Marge 

and Gower Champion, “Best Young | 
Dance Team,” and Martin & Lewis, 
“Best Young Comedians.” 


Mail Oscar Ballots 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences mailed its final Oscar 
Derby ballots to approximately 
1,700 members today, (Tues.), 
with instructions to return them | 
on or before March 10, 


Voting on short subjects was 
completed last week, and ballot- 
ing on “Documentary” Films will 
be done Sunday. Winners will be 
announced at the Oscar ceremon- 
ies on March 19, 








Simon to Head 
New BMI Firm 


Bill Simon moved into the pub- 
lishing field last week with the for- 
mation of Thornwood Music. It’s 
his initial indie pubbery venture. 
| Simon previously had been asso- 
ciated with the Charles K. Harris 
firm, a Peer International subsid. 

| The new pubbery will be affili- 
ated with Broadcast Music, Inc. 





















Negro Jocks 


Cortinued from page 39 





ately stronger and that explains 
why their shows are solid com- 
mercial stanzas. 

. 12 in N. Y. Area 

Their accent on r&b platters 
stems from that music’s widespread 
and almost unique acceptance by 


‘Negro audiences. The music stems 


from the jazz blues and the idiom 
of the lyrics uses the specialized 
jargon of the restricted Negro 
community. As a result, the 100° 
r&b_ platters sell only in the 
colored market although diluted in. 
terpretations have been seeping in- 
to the pop field with increasing 
frequency. 

New York metropolitan area has 
one of the largest concentrations 
of Negro jocks in the country with 
12 now on the air. These are Jack 
Walker (WOV), Joe Bostic (WBNX), 
Willie Bryant (WHOM-WOR), Hal 


Jackson (WMCA), Phil Gordon 
(WLIB), Tommy Small (WWRL), 
Howard Bowser and Sarah Lou 


(WLIB), Lucky Millinder (WNEW), 
Doc Wheeler (WWRL), Larry Ful- 
ler (WLIB) and Bill Cook (WAAT, 
Newark). Most of these jocks are 
on foreign language stations but 
have developed a strong enough 
hold to get their listeners to tune 
in at specific hours. 

In Chicago, Al Benson, on WGES 
and WJJD, is influential while in 
the south there are numerous im- 
portant deejays, including Vernon 
Winslow and Jack L. Cooper, in 
New Orleans; Sugar Daddy, in Bir- 
mingham; Bruce Miller, in Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C.; Nat D. Williams, 
in Memphis; Jacqueline DeShazor, 
in Durham, N. C. and Jon Massey 
in Washington, D.C. * 

Paradoxically, one of the most 
potent of the b&r deejays is Gene 
Nobles, a white jock who operates 
out of Gallatin, Tenn. Nobles has 
developed a nationwide following 
via his WLAC stanzas for Randy 
Wood's platter mail-order opera- 
tion and his r&r tabel, Dot Records, 





Clooney’s Easter Stand 
Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Rosemary Clooney has been 
signed for the Easter show booking 
at the Chicago Theatre, here. She 
starts April 3. 

House has also set Anne Jef- 
freys & Robert Sterling for March 
6 and Joni James and Ralph Mar- 
terie orch, for March 20. 
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IE ae A 7 
preak of Oriental tunes. Next on the list may be “Rice Paddy Daddy,” 
cleffed by a couple of WACs in Tokyo and supposedly popular with oc- 
cupation troops. Copy of a GI recording of the ditty was sent Peggy 
Lee, who may etch it herself for Decca and introduce it in her upcom- 
ing stand, at the Cocoanut Grove, L. A. / a 
Fast getaway of “Gomen-Nasai,” Oriental flavored tune with English r ARIETY P a : 
Jyries and a Japanese title, again points up influence of Walt Disney Survey of retail sheet music 5 é = 5 
Musie in launching geo roe "7 the music biz. Firm is credited sales based on reports obtained = © {oO oe 
with kicking 0 e gimmick trend with its “Mule Train” copyright from leading stores in 9 citie ;1¢ 5 | 3| 3 
(Frankie Laine made it a disclick for Mercury); the tango trend with hair gees ot A tap g |e 5 2/,/¢/s] 17 
“Would I Love You (Patti Page pushed into the top disk bracket for ” : showing comparative sales oO la - Sic lels| w oO 
Mere) and the bayou binge with “Shrimp Boats” (Jo Stafford had the rating for this and last week. “aly Cet es Clsel/SilolFlsa T 
clicko waxing on Columbia). 2 aj,azl&l/oié elsi|2| A 
Pubbery currently is moving from the Oriental to the German with - o/s ies P; A. S 2 L 
a new tune, tagged “The Game of Give and Take,” which started mak- >ilel> Sao be . th eee 
ing the rounds of the disk companies last week. Song was penned | National ~lmte ¢ S12 =/n|2 P 
originally by Josef Sirowy and Hans Werner and has been given an Rating cs/Si¥is Star ar aie O 
English lyric by Jack Lawrence. Meantime, “Gomen-Nasai,” which — ¥ ~ els So e 2 2/4 - 
already has six — - on the market, racked up a hefty sheet This Last FS Siete e|s he z . 
sales mark in its first week. wk. wk : : Siz i Zlisgizis£/s ~i& 
Gene oe Bikis in iS l|eleivixi § . 
Anent St. nd nal Day Rage 0 Meg pinatie Guild of America, a 1 2___Till 1 Waltz Again (Village)............ 2 § ££. 2 <%. & 2: ae 
New Jersey jukebox operator association, took a poll of its members 2 1 Don’t Let the Stars (Four S —_—= we EE. ak a Oo = Te 70 
for the ype Trish 2 —y in og machines. Bing Crosby won 3 3 Keep It a Secret Gi > 7 : ; 2 6 
the top placings in the final results. —_—— stn ssseaneesternenesssiacmeilersmesier iecarsne-caeeeesoaebeeitiae erent moran aw — a. . 
Crosby’s Irish sides for Decca have been among the company’s cata- a See — “ A... : TE ES = 
log bestsellers with such numbers as “McNamara’s Band,” “Did Your 4B__4__Don't You Believe Me (Brandom)_........---. x a a 
Mother Come From Ireland,” “Rose of Tralee” and “The Same Old 6 8 Anywhere I Wander (Frank)................. 6 1 we ae a. 33 
Shillelagh,” among others. La OY Re i rere 9 oe eo ee 
A SOOT 8 11 Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me (Mills). a8: "aos fad SP lee = 
Unpredictable nature of the disk biz is pointed up by Jimmy Boyd's “o .. Pretend | ae a 3 Galion E — AES ont i 
wax followup of “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” for Columbia ———-— et nnn so i : Bosak = 
Records. Latter tune sold over 2,000,000 disks last Christmas but his 10A__7___ Because You're Mine (Feist).................. -_ 10 .. 8 10 _ 
next one, “Early Bird,” failed to spread its wings and barely sold /{ 10B_ 10 Have You Heard (Brandom)............... S ¢ 8 -.. 14 
75,000 patie copies. Sheet music sales on the tune were also vir- 124 9  Glow-Worm (E. B. Marks)................. “0 9 9 5 8 13 
ey a 12B 12 Doggie in the Window (Santly-J).............. 4... 2s 
Rosemary Clooney’s climb from a band vocalist (with ‘her sister, 7 = a a a in a ———___—__—— —— a — - 
Betty) into a hot Paramount ‘Pictures studio pactee via her Columbia | Is 13 Wishing Ring (Acuff-R)..................+++. 10 9 3 
Records’ disclicks is spotlighted in the cover story of the current issue | cocina 
of Time. Mag covers Miss Clooney's success saga as well as Tin Pan | : a Meet ea: Oh ee 
A. C. Concert Assn. ;out of the house, with all cash in Big 3 Tune From TV 


Alley’s evolution under the disks-as-king dominance. 





Consummation of Los Angeles, Negro Musicans Local 767 amalgama- 
tion with AFM Local 47 is expected by April 1, following meetings be- 
tween two locals on the Coast the past week. AFM prexy James C. 
Petrillo named committee of international exec board members to aid 
in the merger. 





Jean Aberbach, Hill & Range topper. doubles between collecting hill- 
billy songs and original paintings for his extensive art collection. He 


memberships to a series of five con- | 


|the bank before some of the at- 
tractions are even booked, elimi- 
nates any possibility of the group 
encountering a deficit. A team of 
prominent resort citizens sold the 
subscriptions in a five-day drive. 
Rise Stevens will tee off the se- 


Sells Out 5 Dates 


Atlantic City, Feb. 24. 
The Community Concert Assn., 
an organization of local music long- | 
hairs, has sold approximately 1,500 


certs planned in the auditorium of | ries sometime next month with the | 


the Atlantic City High school in| dePaur Infantry Chorus to appear 
the spring months. Complete sell-! in April. 


| 


London, Feb. 24. 

Title theme tune of the BBC-TV 
series, “Little Red Monkey,” has 
been picked up by Alan Holmes, of 
Robbins Music, who will exploit 
this Jack Jordan instrumental. 

Records of “Monkey” rushed to 
U. S. have already resulted in an 
M-G-M disk being made, 























recently returned from Paris where he purchased several Roualts and 
other French modern canvasses. Several of the works ar being ex- 


hibited in Hill & Range’s N. Y. offices. #St 


. Following the Greatest Names in Show Business 


NOW. TOPPING ALL RECORDS 
at the 


' CHI CHI, PALM SPRINGS, CAL. 
HELD FOR THREE WEEKS —— 


scores from “She’s Back on Broad- J : é, ) ; 


way,” by Bob Hilliard and Carl r 


Sigman; “Three Sailors and a ia U G + 


Girl,’ by Sammy Cahn and Sammy 
Fain, and “Calamity Jane,” by 
Paul Francis Webster and Fain. 
The pub group also is prepping a 
revival campaign on the assorted 
standard items in “By the Light of 
and His 
“SINGING STARS OF 1953” 

baie and Arsehe Sinaien, arom Ge | Just Finished 
Matt: pelitig toch tot . 
The Warner firms also are pulling | EL RANCHO, LAS VEGAS (3 Weeks), 

CIRO’S, HOLLYWOOD (3 Weeks), RIVERSIDE, RENO (2 Weeks) 





Manie Sacks, new RCA Victor topper, has been pulling together his 
organization since taking over by a series of periodic staff dinners for | 
an exchange of ideas. Also by inviting treatises on business opera- 
tions, proposed improvements, frank criticism, and the like, all of 
which he is carefully analyzing. 




















Flock of Pix Musicals 


Continued from page 39 


{sen; “Scared Stiff,” by Livingston | 
|& Mack David, and “Here Come 
the Girls,” by Harry Warren & 
Jack Brooks. 
Irving Berlin's musie firm is | 
prepping activity on the Berlin 
scores for “Call Me Madam,” due 
from 20th, and Par’s ‘White 
Christmas.” 

Warner Bros. firms are gear- 




















been placed in the Feist firm, was 
penned by Joe Myrow & Mack 
Gordon while “Girl,” still unas- 
signed, is a Leo Robin-Nicholas 
Brodsky collaboration. Also in the 
pubbery’s lineup is the score from 
20th-Fox’s “The Girl Next Door,” 
composed by Myrow & Gordon. It, 
too, has been placed with Feist. 

Also on tap from the Metro lot 
are the Howard Dietz & Arthur 
Schwartz score for “Bandwagon” 
and Cole Porter’s “Easy to Love,” 
which’ go to Chappell Music 
since they’re old Chappell copy- 
rights. Another forthcoming mu- 
sical, “Give A Girl A Break,” by 
Burton Lane & Ira Gershwin, has 
not yet been assigned. 

The Paraniount-Famous firms 
are prepping drives on four musi- 
cals due from the Par lot. On tap 
are “The Stars Are Singing,” by 
Jay Livingston & Ray Evans, “Off 
Limits,” also by Livingston & 
Evans; . “Little Boy Lest,” by 
Johnny Burke & Jimmy Van Heu- 
A TT SL 



































ORCHESTRA LEADERS 
RECORDING COMPANIES 


A FAVORITE 
PIANO NOVELTY 


FASHIONETTE 


Pub. by 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN CO. 
1270 6th Ave., New York City 


the Silvery Moon” and the Sig-| 
mund Romberg-Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d-Otto Harbach score for 
“The Desert Song.” 

Of the single tunes from feature 
films on tap for a pubbery push | 
are “Gilded Lily,” by .Portia Nel- 
son and Margaret Martinez, from | 
the RKO pic “Montana Belle” and | 
out the background theme for “I | 
Confess” for a pop push under 
the tag of “Love, Look What) 

You've Done to Me.” Tune was) 
penned by Ned Washington and | 
Dimitri Tiomkin who collabed on | 
the clicko big .~ last ont : 

Iso on ta or arners is e | 
title song trem “Blue Gardenia,” | Starting Mar ch 9, PALOMAR, VANCOUVER om 
penned by Bob Russell and Lester | 
Lee. Tune will be showcased in 
the pic by Nat (King) Cole. 











JIMMY McHUGH, Jr. , ( 
Personal Rep. 


MATTY MALNECK 
Musical Conductor 








BERNARD KAMINS 
Prestige Label Inks Valentine Public Relations 
Crooner Billy Valentine has been | 

inked to a — pact by the indie | 

tige label. 4 i 

Prfiis initial Telease, due within | Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

the next few weeks, will be ay 


coupling of “I Wanta Love You” | 
and “Gamblin’ Man.” : 


Experienced Lyricist 


Wented for show type material on 
higher than ordinary run-of-the- 
mill level, ‘ 


Box 224, Variety, New York 
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Miami Beach Biz Getting Hotter 


But Too Lateto Thaw B.0. Debits 


By LARY SOLLOWAY - 


Miami Beach, Feb. 24 

Business finally perked up in this 
resort after a series of off weeks 
that may mark an overall debit for 
most overations, though some opti- 
mists insist that a late influx of 
tourists in March and April can 
bring the majority out of the hole. 
This has been the worst season in 
postwar history of the Miamis for 
the hotel, night club and cafe in- 
dustry despite the fact that the 
Christmas-New Year period was a 
record breaker. 

Especially marked is lack of pa- 
tronage for the. late shows with 
some of the bigger spots such as 
Ciro’s. Riviera and Latin Quarter 
installing jazz combos_or other at- 
tractions in their lounges to lure 
them in and bolster the big room 


receipts. 
Hotels using club dates have hurt 
the late spots what with their 


shows usually going on at 11 p.m. 
and running until past midnight. 
Type of tourist that comes here 
now is wary of his spending and 
usually calls it a night after the 
hotels’ for-free entertainment and 
dancing plus a drink or two tossed 
in. Thus the big cafes, which are 
forced to tag patrons a $3-$5 bev- 
erage minimum due to high costs of 
productions, must come up with a 
sock layout to lure them away from 
the hostels. Week’s upturn found 
Latin Quarter, Clover Club and 
Ciro’s packing them fh, with the 
Riviera and Beachcomber also do- 
ing better biz. 
LATIN QUARTER 


Probably the heaviest grosser to 


date, Lou Walter’s plush Palm Is- 
land landmark is racking up that 


all important increase in late show 
appeal with addition of Joe ©. Lew- 


is to the lavish production. The 
puckish vet of the cafe circuit is 
the first big name to be installed 
here in several years and is proving 
value of the move by attracting the 


dwindling big spenders who but- 
tress the average tourist, wary of 


his wallet. 
Per annual return to these parts, 


Lewis comes up with an almost 


completely new catalog of specially 
tailored song-lampoons on women, 



































DONALD RICHARDS 
STAR OF 
“THERE’S MUSIC IN THE AIR” 
FRIDAYS, CBS RADIO 
NETWORK, 9-10 PM, EST 


Personal Mgt. DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
AL 4-1077 












horses and Rabelaisian romps that 
bring the -wocks, such as howl-rais- 
ing “Christine—From G.I. to Gee 
Whiz,” “You Can't Drink V.O. on 
T.V.” and “Two to Tango” with the 
ad lib breaks and the chatier with 
ringsiders. 

The opulent costuming, con- 
tinued series of Continental and 
domestic acts. stage-filling array of 
fillies from all nations, all of it 
staged in good taste and paced for 
sustained interest, give the custom- 
ers their money’s worth. Standouts 
are the Charlivels with their star- 
tling switches from acro-antics to 
musical instrument display and the 
wind into butterfly biz around 
stage rim; the Charlee Ballet. 
Parisienne imports whe bring a 
new twist to the can-can; adagio 
of Carmen and Yaki and gyration- 
dancer Nejla Ajtes. 
and Ralph Young handle the pro- 
duction leads in fine style. In the 
adjoining Mademoiselle Room, 
Walters has installed a 17-violin 
ensemble to pitch for the dawn- 
patrollers, seeking a romantic spot 
for handhoiding and late imbibing. 

RIVIERA 


Last minute takeover of former 
Copa City by Bill Niller and late 
opening (Jan. 20) obviously had the 
New Jersey operator stymied as to 
name bookings. He came up with 
Ray Bolger. who drew 
$36,000 for three weeks and worked 
to sparse biz. Pitching for the click 
show that will reestablish the big 
place as a must for cafegoers, he’s 
now come up with Edith Piaf. 


Despite local crix kudos, first 


nights were offish for the French | 


chanteuse. However, weekend saw 


marked pickup with chances good | 


for a profitable stand. It had to be 
by word-of-mouth, for Miss Piaf, 
though a New York click, isn’t too 
well known with the sort of resort- 
er here this season. They’re not the 
Versailles, N. Y., type, rather it’s 
the TV set that has been educated 
to the Berles, Martha Rayes and 
Durantes. Thus, when they do see 


the plainly dressed, simply but 
adroitly staged little Parisienne, 
the reaction builds into what 


amounts to an ovation for a per- 
former that is new and different. 


It takes them some minutes to'! 


become accustomed to the unaffect- 
ed, forthright delivery which is 
peculiarly hers. The dramatic face, 
expressive ‘hands, eloquent 


tailored for her poignant 


numbers, she took nine bows be- 
fore leaving the stage. 

Supporting acts are on the plus 
side. There’s Harry Mimmo, the 
dancing-pantomimist with the con- 
stantly moving hand-motion in 
front of his face. He sets up a fast- 
moving array of.terps with Chap- 


preshes of manner in which people 










| of all nations walk is a laugh raiser 
as.is his German goose-stepper. He 


|adds an Astaire and Italian sculp- | 
tor bits to round out 2 healthy re- | 


(Continued on page 53) 

















JOHN AND JUNE 







JUST CONCLUDED 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


NOW RETURN ENG. HOLLENDEN HOTEL 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 
DIR. LARRY GENGO c/o SENNES AGCY. N. Y. 





OPENING 


THE PALMER HOUSE 
Chicago 


Feb. 26 


THANKS 
MERRIEL ABBOTT 





THE BROWN HOTEL 


| tainance, 


Gloria LeRoy | 


| her 


reported | 


| B.A. 


eyes | 
| spell the aud as she weaves her 
‘French-English compositions that 
/seem 
| quality. Be it an “Autumn Leaves,” | 
ia “Jezebel” or a rousing “La Fanion 
|de La Legion,” there is always the 


|pin-drop attention. On for eight 


linesque quality highlighted. Im- | 








| radio-TV, there’s fresh stuff good 


Hotel Pierre. N. Y. 
Lucienne Boyer; Stanley Melba 
and Chico Relli Orchs; $1.50 and 
$2 couvert. eo 


A shade less svelte than in the’! 
heyday of Lucienne Boyer’s Chez 
Elie in Paris, but considerably 
more reduced: than on her first 
postwar engagement in New York, 
when even the Parisian diet dur- 
ing the Occupation had to give 
way to beaucoup starch for sus- 
the chanteuse is back 
with a professional songalog and 
sparks the Pierre’s Cotillion Room 
to good results. Blending some 
new pops with the nostalgic sure- 
fires, with which she will always 
be identified, Miss Boyer makes a 


nice appearance in her blue velvet 
decollatage. She mixes up “My 
Heart Is Like a Violin.” “Hands 
Across the Table,” “Si Petite,” 
“Parlez-Moi d’Amour” with some 
effective new ones—‘C’est Mon 
Quartier.” “C'est Toujours la 
meme Chanson,” “Embrace Me,” 
the traditional accordionist chan- 
son, and “Au Revoir” for the 


signoff, and walks off to a solid 
score. 

Still a fetching titian, Miss Boy- 
er did a missout by picking an un- 
responsive and overly charged-up 
ringsider for an audience number, 
but she rode that one out effec- 
tivly and sang herself to a solid 
score. Backed by Stanley Melba’s 
tiptop band, the vielin ebbligato for 
w.k. and ever socko “Mon 
Coeur Est Un Violon,” and the as- 
sist from the accordionist, proved 
signal instrumental backerupper- 
ing. As a diseus:, Miss Boyer 
knows her way around the smart 
boites from the Gallic belt to 
French Morocco, as she does in 
both the Americas, commuting as 
she does regularly between Rio and 
and the top nitery keys in 
the States, Montreal, etc. 

She brings to the plusheries.a 


mellowed, authoritative style 
which, coupled with her interna- 
tional diskery rep, is automatic 
cafe’ boxoffice. She fortifies the 


anticipation by a thoroughly pro- 
fessional performance. Maestro 
Melba. who is the _ talent-buyer 
here, and Frank Paget, the m.d. 
of the Pierre, are smart in 
stretching the bankroll because 
the payoff is certainly there 
| whenever they go overboard for a 
| Boyer, Hildegarde, and the like. 
Judiciously, they break up the 
costlier bookings with solid stand- 
ard shows so the average main- 
tains an even keel. Abel. 








Embassy (lab. Londen 
London, Feb. 19. 
Diana Rivas in “Serenade of 
Guitars” (3), Billy Sproud Band 
Trio; $4.25 minimum. 





Current layout at this Bond St. 
nitery merits a very low rating as a 
cabaret.attraction. There is only a 
modicum of talent, a negligible 
amount of charm, and little that is 
new to qualify for a top West End 
booking. It is a minus quantity as 
a customer lure and is hardly likely 
to please those who sit through it. 


| The trio consists of a girl and 


two men, each strumming their 
|guitars as partial accompaniment 
to their vocal act. Their songs are 
| mainly vintage pops presented in a 
| coy fashion which causes some em- 
| barrassment to audience. 

The routine is extended to a 
| little over 15 minutes and the act | 
included “You Belong to Me.” “Ma- 
ria” and a hillbilly medley. The gal | 
makes a vain effort to infuse some | 
life into the show by trying her 
hand at some rhythm terping. To 
| add to the dismay and confusion, | 
| her Spanish shawl got caught up in 
;one of her partner’s guitars. Myro. 
| 


i 
| Baker Hotel. Dallas | 
| 


(MURAL ROOM) 

Dallas, Feb. 19. | 

Edgar Bergen & Charlie McCar- | 
thy, Bill Norvas & The Upstarts | 
| (2), Henry Brandon Orch (8); $3 
+ 


cover, ' 





_ Brief nitery tour by Edgar Ber- | 
| gen, to get sight-and-sound reac- | 
tion from fans before tapping TV, | 
will be too short, judging from re- | 
ception here for the ventro and his | 
| quartet of dummies. His opening, 
to a near-capacity room, was sock | 
stuff all the way—fresh material, | 
/ presentation and showmanship. | 
Tour ends here Saturday (March 7), | 
when Bergen goes to the Coast to 
tape radio shows before jaunting | 
to Europe. 

Unusual format has Bergen al- 
fernating with a second act through 
the 50-minute show, with each act 
on four times. Bergen’s stints 
have him working Charlie twice, 
with a costume change for the 
woodenhead, and a sesh each with 
life-size blonde Podine Puffington, 
bumpkin Mortimer Snerd and spin- 
ster Effie Klinker. Each foray, 

done in Bergen’s easy, showmanly 
Style, grabs surefire laughs. Al- 
though much material is tabu for 


| his 





for yocks anywhere, such as Char- | 


lie’s line apropos of, their Wash- 
ington show Feb. 14, “Wilson not 
only sold all his stock, but he’s 


| driving a Ford, just to be sure.” 


Risque punchlines mouthed by Ef- 
fie Klinker draw bellies all the 
way. 

Opener and alternate act, Bill 
Norvas and two lookers, blonde 
Dee Arlen and red-tressed Midge 
Parker, expertly complement Ber- 


gen with a variety of song sessions. | 


Handsome young trio is smartly 
dressed and animated, adding 
rhythm steps and handclapping to 
fresh voeal routines embracing sev- 


eral lusty novelties. Glam gals 
each do sock taeoffs of “Sonny 
Boy,” as done by Bette Davis and } 


an ex-burley queen. Norvas does 
it neatly in Johnnie Ray cry style. 
Trio sells easily in a smart version 
of “Accentuate the Positive.” Ener- 
getic routines of threesome add up 
to headliner proportions. 

Henry Brandon orch had open- 
ing show gremlins sitting in part 
of the way. Otherwise, band lends 
capable backing and is in top form 
dispensing dine-and-dance tunes, 

Bark, 


Hotel Roosevelt. N. O. 
(BLUE ROOM) 


New Orleans, Feb. 20 
Guy Lombardo Orch (16), with 
Kenny .Gardner, Bill Flannigan, 


Kenny Martin, Cliff Grass, Victor, 
Lebert & Carmen Lombardo, John- 
ny O’Brien, Twin Pianos; Sharkey’s 
Kings of Dixieland (6). Pork 
Chops & Kidney Stew; $3.50 mini- 
mum. 

The outpouring of customers in 
the town’s swankiest nocturnal 
rendezvous and the enthusiastic re- 
ception accorded Guy Lombardo & 
Royal Canadians give added 
proof that the maestro is still click- 
ing after more than two decades. 
Suave fronter and his crew head- 
line a Mardi Gras-flavored, all- 
male show loaded with entertain- 
ment. For his Blue Room stand, 
Lombardo does not tamper 
his time-tested format. His music 
has retained all the permanent in- 
gredients of simplicity, listenability 
and danceability that have put him 
at the top of the band ratings all 
these years. 

Lombardo emcees a show that 
tees with a medley of his pop re- 
cordings, followed by Kenny 
Gardner, featured warbler, doing 
a top-drawer “Because You're 
Mine.” Bill Flannigan takes spot- 
light for guitar solo on “Third 
Man Theme,” after which the Twin 
Pianos come up with “Humores- 
que.” The trio, backed by muted 
brass, contribute a couple of novel- 
ty tunes, “John, John, John” and 
“Curiosity Killed The Cat.” 

Johnny O’Brien, a clever fellow 
with a rural style of mirth-making, 
who recently joined the crew, is 
another show brightener. He has 
the room in stitches with his pat- 
ter. O’Brien then displays his 
wizardry on the harmonica which 





takes on the aura of a concert in- 
| strument. 


Carmen Lombardo demonstrates 
he still carries the magic of old, 


charming the first nighters with a, 
couple of vintage hits for heavy | 
palming. One of the big asgbts of 


the Lombardo crew is the roster 


if crack vocalist-sidemen he has 


accumulated. They give the organ- 
ization wide flexibility in its tune 


| presentations. 


Sharkey Bonano and his Dixie- 


land band were added to the show | 
by Seymour Weiss as lagniappe. | 


The New Orleans jazz crew has 


feet patting all over the plush spot | 


with two-beat rhythms. About mid- 


way the Lombardo outfit could re- | 
sist no longer and joined Sharkey’s | 


men in a rousing version of “When 


The Saints Come Marching In.” | 


Sharkey’s dancing Negro side- 
kicks, Pork Chops & Kidney Stew, 
bring down the house 


terping. Liuz. 


| Orch; $5 minimum. 


' father 


with | 


———__ 


Gogi’s LaRue. N. y. 


Joanne Gilbert, Ted Straeter’s 





Sometimes a young, 
performer comes along, and the 
fanfare is tremendous. The initial 
promise becomes magnified beyond 
true proportions, and it only serve: 
to put the youngster on a spot 
through no fault of her own. Which 
just about sums up the first few 
months of Joanne Gilbert's ea. 
reer. 

The slender 20-year old brunet 
songstress has a gamin-like charm 
and personality, plus the kind of 
cute looks that would endear her 
to any audience. But there is no 
substitute for experience Miss 
Gilbert is being pushed a little ian 
quickly for her own good. She ic 
over-coached, over-arranged and 
governed by what is obsequious 
knoWn in the trade as “style.” R y 
Gilbert, the songwriter, who is her 
and 


promising 


stager, must take 
count on this. 
Miss Gilbert, a likely bet for 


filmusicals, is already under Para- 
mount contract. She has the chassis 
and sock looks for the cameras 
Her voice isn’t robust enough on 
its own, and that’s where the 
soundtracks can help. True. she's 
getting much-needed experience 
right now, but it seems somehow 
a pity that she couldn’t be finding 
this experience in less-conspicuous 
spots than Hollywood, Las Vegas 
Miami Beach and New York. Her 
first date anywhere, several months 
ago, was at the Mocambo, right 
under the gaze of the Hollywood 
film colony. Since this is where 
she grew up, sentiment may have 
played a big part in the fanfare 
that greeted her debut. And sen- 
timent can be so miscalculating 
in the judgment of talent. Miss 
Gilbert would have done so much 
better opening in a wayside spot. 
The old pros still don’t open up a 
new act without first breaking it 
in. 

Miss Gilbert has a distinct flair 
for rhythm tunes, and she has a 
lot of poise for one of her mod- 
erate experience. But when it 
comes to an interpretative number, 
namely one such as the toy clown’s 
lament, she reveals a need for dra- 
matic background. She comes out 
initially dressed in a white blouse 
and black sequined toreador pants, 
and they show off her nifty figure. 
Later she effects a change to briefs, 
which suggests that a bit of hoof- 
ing is in the offing. But all that 
it does is show off’ her gams to 
(Continued on page 50) 
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CLUB-THEATRE OWNERS 


Looking for an experienced booker 
with young ideas who can give 
your kind of servicing? 
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Niteries’ Short-Term Bookings Policy 
Hikes Expenses For Agencies, Talent 


The by-now established trend of+¢ 
changing headliners weekly in most , 














niteries using names is costing tal-|20G Blaze Destroys 


ent agencies a pile of money. Prac- 
tice has not only increased costs 
per-booking, but has decreased the 
available supply of talent. 


The talent agency costs have 
risen approximately 20% on this 
score alone. At one time, one 
long-distance telephone call to 
a booker or cafe owner resulted 
in a two or three week deal for a 
headliner: Today 
may produce a booking for one 
week only. At the same 
agency costs have risen because of 
necessity of increasing payrolls and 
upped costs in virtually every di- 
réction. 

However, one of the biggest cost 
hikes to come about because of the 
short-term bookings lies in the fact 
that the major offices have been 
forced to abandon exclusives. For a 
couple of years now, offices haven't 
been able to meet all talent needs 
from their own lists; consequently, 
they've been forced to buy from 
outside agencies. Ever since week- 
ly headliner 
rule rather than the exception, 
more than twice the 
been needed to supply the needs 
of each cafe. Thus the 
have been forced to go to other 
agencies in ever increasing 
amounts, and commission splits be- 
came more frequent. 


Suddenly, the majors realized 
that they lost money on these ex- 
clusive deals, and gradually aban- 
doned them. For example, neither 
the William Morris Agency, Music 
Corp. of America nor General Art- 
ists Corp. have any exclusives to- 
day in the cafe orbit. Individual 
operators may 
tain offices because one agent may 
understand their particular prob- 
lem better than most others, or 
because they have more headliners 
whom they need than other per- 
centeries. 

The situation has also increased 
costs for the cafe owner as well as 
the performer. Advertising costs 
must be increased. 
living costs and transportation are 
higher with the one-week system. 

The majority of cafe owners 
would prefer to get a headliner on 
a longer run basis, but most are 
fearful that the second week may 
be a losing proposition. In some 
cases, particularly where a hot disk 
name. is concerned, they woul 
definitely prefer a longer run. 
Feeling is that the act may not 
have the same boxoffice the second 
time around. 


KAYE AT PALACE STILL 
SRO 556 IN STH WEEK 





the same call | 


time, | 


changes became the | 
talent has | 


majors | 


veer towards cer- | 


For the act, | 


Last Denison Nitery 


Denison, Tex., Feb. 24. 

A $25,000 blaze wiped out the 
last major night club here, the 
Ciub Rendezvous, a 35-year-old 
local landmark. The building and 
contents were owned by Frank De- 
Marco and were partially covered 
by insurance. 

The nite spot had been operated 
since Jan. 16 by Frank Blackburn. 
Less than two years ago a blaze 
destroyed the nearby Tropical 
Gardens, another nite spot. 


Earle, Philly's 
Last Vauder, 
Passes May 15 





Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

The Earle Theatre, Philadelphia, 
will be torn down starting around 
May 15 to make way for a depart- 
ment store. It’s the last fairly 
regular outlet for Warner circuit 
vaudeville. It’s expected that vaude 
will continue at the Earle almost 


up to the time the wreckers come | 


in. 

House, which originally cost 
$5,000,000, was opened in 1924 by 
the late Jules E. Mastbaum, then 
president of the Stanley Co. of 


America, which was later absorbed 


by Warners. 

The Earle during its lifetime has 
had a variety of policies. Originally 
on a vaude basis, house has 
switched between straight films 
and spot bookings. Currently, it’s 
|! showing the film “Mom & Dad” 
and a vaude layout will be installed 
as afterward. In late years, theatre 
has made money generally with a 
strong Negro show. 


Earle’s demolition will leave 
Phiiadelphia, the nation’s third 
largest city, without a regular | 


vaudeville showcase. 


‘Plenty of Bamboo But 
No Live Talent for Mpls.’ 
New Waikiki Room 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
The weather added a fillip to 
| Nicollet hotel’s introduction of its 
| plushy new Waikiki room to press 
;}and radio. As newsmen gathered 
| Thursday night (19), heavy winter 
storm started blowing outside. 
Polynesian atmosphere was out- 





Kay Starr’s Brit. Dates 


Kay Starr is the latest to get a 
Palladium, London, booking. She’s 
Set for a mid-August stand for two 
weeks, and will also do a tour of 
the provinces. She'll play Liver- 
peol, Manchester and Birmingham 
and may do others. It's her first 
stint in Britain. 

William Morris Agency set the 
deal through the Harry Foster 


Agencies, Talent Unions in Battle 
Over 5% Commissions’ Ceiling Bill 


* Talent unions and agencies are 








Agency, London. 


A.C.’s Steel Pier 





Atlantic City, Feb. 24. 


name and name band basis, is set 
to open April 4 for two days, and 
will operate for several weekends 
juntil it installs full-week vaude- 
ville shows June 20. 


Set so far are Tony Bennett, 
Henny Youngman and Dolinoff & 
| Raya Sisters, July 12; Jackie Miles, 
| July 19; Lanny Ross and Leo De 
Lyon, July 26; Al Martino and 
George De Witt, Aug. 2; Frankie 
Laine and Johnny Morgan, Aug. | 
9; Dagmar and Herbert & Saxo |, | 
Aug. 16; Joni James and Gil Lamb, 





| cessful 
| night spot operator in the French 
Quarter. 


2 
Sets Name Lineup | Lafitte” and brother 
| The Steel Pier, mane has booked ‘Mill * 3 W 
st of it. tal ] 
mat of He: alent for ie summer | MIMeT, IM J-Way 





Aug. 23; Johnnie Ray and Gary 
Morton, Aug. 30. 


Other bookings are still to be set | LAS Vegas. 
Op- | about a week ago, journeyed to 


| erator George Hamid sets the band | Miami Beach last week, where he 


by the Al Rickard Agency. 


| lineups. 





N.Y. Vaude Bookings 
Do Vanishing Act; TV 
Leaves Only 3 Houses 


One of the most difficult things | 
to do in New York is get a thea- 
tre showing date. Number of | 
houses where an act can exhibit 
has now dwindled to three. Loew 
has two and RKO has one. In the 
pre-television era, the one and 
two-nighters and an _ occasional 
split week numbered more than | 
50 from these two circuits. In ad- | 
dition, the Skouras houses had a 
few and there were occasional | 
indies that had one or two nights 
weekly of vaudeville. 

Houses now in operation for 
Loew are the Melba and the Or- 
pheum: Both run two. nights, 


Melba being Saturday and Sunday, Albany Vet Hospital 


while the Orpheum is Wednesday 
and Thursday. Latter theatre runs 
one-show nightly, while the others 
run vaude shows on a continuous | 
basis. 

The RKO Jefferson runs contin | 
ous shows on Saturday and Sunday. | 
However, because of 


used for those two days. 


ton Berle came on for Texaco on | 


| finalized negotiations with 
|Prell refused to divulge details of | 
ithe deal, except to say that Miller 


ithe Ft. 
| whether he'll continue to operate 


| considerabie time in Las Vegas. He 


|an agent. 
operation of Luna Park in Coney 


picture | psychiatric 
changes on Sundays, two shows are those entertained by Gene Autry 
- > ., |in the auditorium of the new Al- 
It's recalled that just before Mil-| bany Veterans Hospital Thursday 


Cafe Lafitte in N.O. 
Sold for $42,000 


New Orleans, Feb. 24. | 

Cafe Lafitte, was sold at public | 
auction last week for $42,000. Suc- 
bidder was Joe Joseph, 


Ancient structure is famed his- 
torically as spot where Pirate Jean | 
had their 
blacksmith shops. 





Spread, to Vegas | 
As Sahara Exec: 


Bill Miller, operator of the Rivi- 
eras, in Ft. Lee, N. J., and Miami | 
Beach, has been named entertain- 
ment director of the Sahara Hotel, 
Las Vegas. Deal was made by the 
Sahara’s general manager Milton 
Prell, who leaves today (Wed.) for 
Prell, who came eAast | 


Miller. 


now has an interest in the hotel. 
Prell stated that Miller will open 
Lee spot this year, but 


after this season, is problematical. 
Prell said that Miller will .spend 


didn’t know whether Miller would 
go back to Florida next season. 
Miller’s lining up with the Sa- 
hara marks his return to the talent- 
buying ranks. Miller, once a vaude 
actor (& Peterson), later became 
He then went in on the 


Island, N. Y., and he operated the 
Embassy, N. Y., before buying the 
Riviera. 

Miller, Prel] stated, will have to 
okay every act that goes into the 
Sahara, whether submitted from 
N. Y. or the Coast. 








i 


Wants More Shows Like | 
Gene Autry Last Week | 


Albany, Feb. 24. 
Twenty-five patients from the} 
section were among) 


(19), when the cowboy star pre- 


girding for a terrific fight on the 
New York State legislation amend- 
ing the General Business Law so 
that theatrical agencies can hike 
the 5% ceiling embodied in the 
present law. Sen. William F. Con- 


don, Yonkers Republican, has in- 


troduced a bill in the state Senate 
which seeks the repeal of the con- 
troversial subdivision which pro- 
hibits any employment agency from 


| charging more than 5% for a maxl- 


mum of 20 weeks. 


One union attorney declared that 
this is virtually the same amend- 
ment introduced several vears ago 
in the Condon-Ostertag bill, which 
was bitterly fought and defeated 
by the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America. Equity’s spokes- 
man declared that in the absence 
of printed copies of the measure, 
language indicates that the bills 
are the same. Conditions, it’s de- 
clared, haven't changed to any de- 
gree since the Condon-Ostertag 
legislation was defeated. 

The talent agencies feel that the 
Condon bill provides the key to a 
situation which threatens the very 


, existence of the talent offices as 


presently constituted. A_ recent 


,court victory in Albany by musi- 


cian Haven Johnson stipulated that 
the tooter didn’t have to pay any 
more commissions stipulated in 
the law. Variety talent agencies 
currently operate on the basis of 
10% for as long as the job lasts, 


; and 15% where an exclusive book- 
;er is involved. If Johnson victory 


is upheld in the higher courts, it's 
feared that acts could sue for 
overpayments made to all theatri- 
cal agencies. 

The Condon bill would substi- 
tute for the 5° ceiling a schedule 
of fees which would be arrived at 
by consultation with associations 
or companies and filed with the 
Labor Dept. Commission scale 
would also have to have the ap- 
proval of the N.Y. City License 
Commissioner. From the agency 
point of view, this measure would 
legalize the status quo inasmuch 
as commissions have been arrived 
at by consultation with the unions 
involved, 

However, according to Equity 
attorneys who are likely to set the 
keynote for all 4A affiliates, con- 
trol would be taken from the tal- 
ent orgs. It’s their contention that 
in order to hike commissions above 
10 or 20° or-more, the only thing 
necessary would be to cancel un- 
ion agreements or wait until they 
run out, and then file an increased 
schedule. A sympathetic license 
commissioner or State Labor Dept. 
official, they aver, could legalize 
virtually any commission. Spokes- 
man declared union would be will- 
ing to support any reasonable leg- 
islation after they've been con- 
sulted on the matter. 
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Danny Kaye continues along the | standing in view of contrast with| Video. Loew's had about 20 one-| sented afternoon and evening per- 





— 


same capacity level at his Palace, | weather outside. Room had another 
N.Y., two-a-day. His fifth week/| premiere Saturday (28) when 


which ended Sunday (22) provided WCCO-TV telecast full hour of pro-| 











a staunch $55,000, after hitting | 
$55,400 the previous stanza. The. 
difference in figures represents the | 
amount of standing room sold. 

Dancers Darvas & Julia are out | 
of the show, Darvas having 
sprained his back. He’s currently 
at the N.Y. Hospital. Teddy & Phyl- 
lis Rodroguez substituted Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday (20-22), and 
the Calgary Bros. went in Monday ' 
(23) as replacement. Rest of the 
bill, with Fran Warren, Marquis | 
Family, Piero Bros. and Dunhills 
remains as is. 


Henie Solid in Frisco, 
Holds for Extra Week 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 

Husky advance plus record biz 
has Sonja Henie holding her “Ice. 
Revue of 1953” an extra seven days | 
at the 14,000-seat Cow Palace. ig 
stead of scheduled closing Feb. 22, 
the run will now carry through 
Saturday (28). 

Gross for first week, with house 
scaled at $3.60, topped last year’s 
hefty biz, hitting a big $173,800. ! 
Miss Henie has eliminated Sunday 
night performances, playing eight 
shows a week, includirig weekend 
matinees. 

Following a Los Angeles run the 
revue is set for a European tour 
under the aegis of Morris Chalpin, 
with tentative bookings in Paris 
on April 10, London during the, 
Coronation followed by Dortmund | 
and possibly Zurich, ' 








ceedings with Cedric Adams as em- | 
cee. Official opening was Monday | 


(23). : 

Finished in de luxe style with 
four tons of bamboo imported from 
Japan, spot’ ends an era for the 
Nicollet in terminating entertain- 
ment policy. Minnesota Terrace, ac- 
commodating acts for many years, 
will be used for special events and 
for name acts. Dorothy Lewis ice 
show, summer feature for last doz- 
en years, will be booked in as 
usual. 

Waikiki room features only food 


|.and drinks and is without live mu- 


sic or entertainment. Radisson Ho- 


‘tel Flame room remains only ho- 


tel stand in city importing name 
acts. 


Push Saranac Lake 
As Winter Resort 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 27. 

William Morris, Jr., retired pres- 
ident of the William Morris Agency 
together with N. Y. Herald Tribune 
columnist William C. White, will 
serve on a committee to entice 
more winter vacationers to this 
resort. An extensive ad campaign 
will be undertaken. Others on the 
committee include Jacques De 
Mattos, owner of Station WNBZ, 
and Mayor A. B. Anderson, who 
also manages the Pontiac Theatre. 

First major endeavor by the 
committee was a winter carnival 
with a full sports program and 
parade, 





nighters running on Tuesdays. 
Suddenly business became extinct | 
those nights and a raft of vaude | 
time bit the dust. 





MCA WINSPACTFOR 
CALIF. FAIR SHOWS 


Sacramento, Feb. 24. 
Music Corp. of America, which | 
had the contract last year, will 
again produce shows for the 10-, 
day California State Fair. Esti- 


mating cost would be around $90,- | 
000, MCA’s Don Mulford said 
Spike Jones, Phil Harris and 


Freddy Martin are currently avail- 


able but there’s been no indica- 
tion who'd be signed. | 
Mulford said that a show ap- 


proximating last year’s parlay of | 
| Jack Benny ‘and Xavier Cugat. | 
|couldn’t be produced for $75,000. 
| Latter figure would mean drop- 
ping some acts and chorus girls. 
F. M. Babcock shows won the car- 
nival contract on a bid of a flat 13c | 
per capita. Craft shows, which had 
this contract almost every year 
| since war, offered $90,000 or $100,- 
900 annually on a three-year basis. 





Sioux City Niteries 
Hit By Liquor Raids 
Sioux City, Feb. 24. 

Liquor disappeared from Sioux 

City’s night spots Jast week in 

swift reaction to raids by Iowa 
| State agents. 

Latest crackdown against liquor- 

by-the-drink may curtail 

liive music and performers. 


|formances of his “Hit Show of 


1953” at the State Armory. 
During his hour stay at the hos- 


BETTY HUTTON GROSSES 


! 


pital, Autry not only performed 
for wheelchair and other patients 
in the auditorium, but also sang | 
for the men in the TB section 
and broadcast over the institution's 
radio hookup. 

Expressing appreciation to Autry 
on behalf of the 700-odd patients, 
Len Lenning, service officer, told 
VaRIETY that the hospital would 
welcome visits by other profes- 
sionals playing or stopping in Al- 
bany. He would be glad to receive 
telephone calls from them. The in- 
stitution is on New Scotland 
Avenue, across from Albany Hospi- 
tal. 


Handin’s 17th NVA Term | 


Louis Handin was elected to his 
17th term as president of the Na- 
tional Variety Artists at a meeting 
held at its headquarters in New 
York last week. Ben Walker was) 
named first veepee; Dorothy A. 
Masters, second v.p.; Lester Rose, 
treasurer, and Bettie North, secre-, 
tary. 

Elected to the board were Joe 
Verdi, Ruth Lyons, Joe Woods, Lil- ' 





‘lian Saunders Sollisch, Bob Jones, | 


Evelyn Silver, Leonard Conner. 
Organization is slated to hold its 
annual benefit at the Majestic The- 
atre, N. Y., April 26. For the sec- 
ond straight year, shindig will be 
dedicated to the late Al Jolson. 





Lionel Hampton has been signed 
for the Fox Theatre, Detroit, May 


use of 1 on a deal set by Joe Glaser's 


' Associated Booking Corp. 


SOCK 376 IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 24. 

Betty Hutton and her variety 
show scored a sock $37,000 gross in 
four evening performances and two 
matinees at Evergreen Paramount 
Theatre last weekend (20-23). The 
3,400-seat house was scaled at $4.80. 
This was the second name siage 
atiraction to play the Paramount 
in nearly 15 years. The Danny Kaye 
show started the big name produc- 
tions last November. 


Supporting acts inclided Bob 
Williams, Clifford Guest, Warren, 
Latona & Sparks, The Skylarks, 
Nanci Crompton and The Rudells. 
Miss Crompton was added to the 
show in San Francisco and the Ru- 
dells replaced the Tokayers for the 
tour as the latter would have pass- 
port trouble getting in and out of 
Canada. 


Hutton’s layout moves to Van- 
couver, B. C., Seattle and Spokane, 
Wash., during the next two weeks. 





Albany Spot Relights 


Under New Ownership 


Albany, Feb. 24. 

The 400 Casino, which closed last 
spring, has been reopened by Joe 
Andrews under the name of Joe’s 
Casino. A local restaurateur, he is 
presenting weekly changes of bill. 

Current show features Joey For- 
man, comedian-emcee; Jil Parker, 
songstress; Marty Size, baritone; 
the Guy Martin Girl Revue. 
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Gogi’s LaRue. N. ¥.- 
better advantage—and that’s. alf. 
Why the shorts? The mike was dead 
for her first number the night | 
caught, and she didn’t know what | 
to do about it; an “ad lib” or two | 
is something she should have) 
ready for protection under these 
circumstances. 

For pictures, the youngster has | 
a notable quality of being able to 
project sex appeal and, at the same 
time, considerable sweetness. It’s 
unusual for a femme performer to 
be able to show both. | 

Ted Straeter’s orch, a longtime 
standby here, still socks over that | 
“society” beat for the dansapation, 
with the maestro at the piano. 

Kahn. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 17. 
Willie Shore, Consolo & Melba, 
Gloria Allen, Johnny Martin, Chez 
Adorables (8), Brian Farnon Orch; 
$3.50 minimum, $1.10 cover. 








Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 48 





Perhaps no performer is so 
closely allied to the history of the 
Chez Paree, and rightly so, as buf- 
foon Willie Shore. Attesting to that | 
is the legion of friends he has made | 
throughout the years; they never | 
seem to inhabit bistros the rest of | 
the year. He knows them all and} 
their foibles and, of course, com- | 
ments and asks questions that from | 
most any other comic, would be a| 
breach of the code. 


There isn’t much new in Shore's 
material except for a reprise of 
“Three Little Fishes” with a sock 
chorai backing from the bandmen, 
but here again the customers want 
the old impressions of Ted Lewis, 
George Primrose, Pat Rooney and 
the terrif Joe Frisco cigar dance. 
He has few peers in his soft-shoe 
routines, and the crowd yells “do 
it again, Willie’ and he does heel 
kicks and clogs in “Daughter of 
Rosie O’Grady.” Has to come back 
and make a bowoff speech. 

Consolo & Melba are making a 


quick return with ballroom team 
nainhienanaeae 
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getting a nice reception for their 


Nifts and repid spins. However, it’s 
ithe gfaceful and beautiful waltz 
to “I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles,” | 


during which McCoy soap spheres 

fall from the ceiling, that gives the 

pair hefty palming. ; 
Gloria Allen, ex-band vocalist, 


has the basics to make the grade | 
in nitery circles, but needs some} 


programming to raise her above 


run-of-mill. She’s a pretty lass and | 


with a better book, rather than 
slow top tunes, she'd figure to 
project much better. 

The chorus numbers are the 


same, for the third consecutive 
show, and Johnny Martin fares 
well as emcee and production 
singer. Brian Farnon does ngbly 


by the band chores. Zabe. 


Statler Hotel, L. A. 
(TERRACE ROOM) 
Los Angeles Feb. 20. 
Hildegarde, Bobby Norris Orch 
(10); $2 cover. 





The booking of Hildegarde into 
this new room not only will bring 
more prestige and patrons (and it 
has been doing very well) but will 
widen the range of the clientele. 
They'll be coming in from Bel Air 
and Bevhills, which to date they 
haven't. But the. hotel hasn't been 
having any Hildegardes. 

She is the whole bill on her first 


date here in a good three years | 


(last at the Cocoanut Grove) and, 
as usual, her 50-minute turn is all 
that is needed. Before the packed 
(20), her chatter 
between strokings of the tonal 
chords or Steinway was a bit over- 
board. Aside from this brief dis- 
traction, the steamrollering charm 
and plenty personality tonnage of 
the pianist-piper are highly infec- 
tious. Her poise and individual 
style of performing are as ex- 
pected. 

Early on her menu Hildegarde 
dishes up slightly too many vague 
novelties such as “Merrily, Mer- 
rily” and Ivor Novello’s belabored 
“Vitality.” These get by on her 
personality, not any meat they of 
themselves provide. Her Gallic 
patois proves mostly mystifying 
here, which probably ruffled her, 
but the Dutch-phrase_ kidding 
around she gives “Jingle Bells” and 
“If I Knew You Were Coming I'd 
Have Baked A Cake” score—again 
on the aplomb of her performing 
and the astonishing crispness of 
her phrasing. 

When, toward windup, she gets 
down to the mob’s recognizable 
level and does a medley of “Lady 
Be Good,” “I Don’t Know Why” 
and “Do I?” she’s really jet-propel- 
ling. She caps it all with her long- 
time touchdown play, “By Strauss.” 
Encore of “All The Things You 
Are,” as it might have been key- 
boarded by various piano masters, 
has ’em in her hand by the hank 
of their hair. 

Bobby Norris and his crew of 10 
gave impeccable background sup- 


t| port. Outfit now travels with the 


chirp and was booked in here as 
a package, reportedly at $6,000 per 
week for the month's roost. 

Bert. 


o 


| Stella Brooks, Dick Hazard 


Cafe Gala, Hellywood 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Bobby Short, Beverly Alber, 
Trio, 
Laurindo Almeida, $2.50 minimum. 





Business has been slack at this 
intimery for the last eight months, 
but the return of Bobby Short from 
an overseas trek should get the 
new management off to a good 
start. A longtime fave with Gala 
habitues, he dishes the song and 





piano stuff with a steady beat. 
This time around, in addition to 
'his solid showtune offerings, he’s 
got a new French ditty, “Douce- 
mont, Doucemont” (“Gently, Gen- 
tly”), that rates highly. For this 
ihe eschews his own keyboarding 
lteo get backing from the Dick 
| Hazard trio. He's still best on such 


i 
i 
! 


| items as “Let There Be Love” and 


“Just One of Those Things” and 
his “Gimme a’ Pigfoot” is strictly 
in the jazz idiom. 

Surrounding talent, all hold- 
overs, suffer from failure to change 
even their patter for the new show. 
Beverly Alber handles the femme 
showtune stuff, spicing it with an 


| 


ing like “Lettuce,” 
Brooks pleases t 
with slight lyric twists on stan 
ards and such items as a “French 


ehanson” which happens 





' 
isemble work 
| night excitement made them drown 
out Short on occasion) and there’s 
'some excellent electric guitar num- 
bers by Laurindo Almeida. 

Kap. 


Riverside Hotel, Reno 
Reno, Feb. 19. 
Sons of the Pioneers, Jayne 
Manners, George Nicolls & Rene, 
| Riverside Starlets (8), Ernie 
| Hecksher Orch; no cover or mini- 
mum. 





This mart spot is a strange play- 
ground for the “Sons” with their 
western music, but a first night 
count assures big biz. True west- 
ern look with big, open smiles and 
tall, topheavy frames are probably 
main reason for acceptance. Too 
many cowpokes in this town for 
this sort of thing to be drygstore. 

The six Pioneers drawl their 
“thanks,” doff their Stetsons and 
dress with enough flash to be con- 
vincing. Music itself is “down- 
right purty,” out of character only 
once with “Birth of Blues” in a 
geetar instrumental. Dale Warren, 
new to the group, clicks on smooth 
baritoning of “Cheatin’ Heart.” 
Bunkhouse comedy comes with 
Duce Sprigens’ clowning of “I 
Went to Your Wedding” as he 
breaks up all through tune. “Cig- 
arets and Whiskey” is a cut up by 
all six, 

Jayne Manners, big blonde com- 
edienne, risks some risque mate- 
rial across these tables and makes 
a fair winning. Parody on “Noth- 
ing Like a Girl’ works in brief 
talk, as does “Old, Wealthy, But 
Too Healthy.” Latter escapes with 
some shady lyrics. 

Clowning through songs is fine 
but a serious attempt at “Some- 
where Along the Way” is a rest- 
less period for customers. Exagger- 
ated gestures in sexy spots still 













203 N. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 














CURRENTLY: 


RADIO CITY 
New York 


WORLD'S FOREMOST 
SKATING BALLET STYLIST 


MUSIC HALL 





VARIETY Says: 





“Amazing whirls and pirovets .. ." 
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occasional special material offer-| 
and Stella | and a flair for knowing how to| and the management out of trou- 
he spot’s regulars | dress for a cafe floor, Constance | ble. No names, but no headaches 
d- Moore is a pleasant divertissement | either. 


to be! 
| called “Je Couvrez Le Waterfront.” 


can’t compensate for lack of ton- 
sils. 

George Nicolls is different with 
the items which he makes dis- 
appear. Hé gets in his unusual lick 
with a radio which he tunes in, 
covers with cloth and “fades out” 
of thin air. Beer out of a hollow 
keg covered at ends with tissue is 
good gimmick. A fantastic chef's 
preparation with eggs, flour, etc., 
results in a lively pooch. Decora- 
tion is Rene. 

Starlets are astray with a too 
‘sedate though visual opener, a 


has decked giris in lush red gowns 
and works them out in infra-red. 


ately hoedowns in strawhats as a 
mixed octet. In same costume and 
backed by the Sons, they wrap 


arc, 


Hotel St. Regis. N. Y. 
(MAISONETTE) 
Constance Moore, Milt Shaw and 
a eg Diaz Orchs; $2 cover after 
730. 


With her film background, looks 








ifor the hotel rooms. 


| idiom, with savvy in punching 


Hazard Trio @oes some fine en-/ across a special-material lyric, Miss 
(although opening | Moore 


consistent 
she generally 


is not as 
the pops, though 
outs for the cafes is still *‘Never 
Underestimate Power of a Wom- 


lyrical values. In fact, it would 
help Miss Moore if she were to 
skip the pops and devote herself 
exclusively te the special type of 
lyrics. She’s able to project her 
personality best. in this manner. 
Milt Shaw and Horace Diaz hold 
down the orch podium, Shaw play- 
ing zingily for the straight dancing 
and Diaz doing niftily for the 
Latin beat. Kahn. 


Ritz Carlton, Mentreal 
(RITZ CAFE) 
Montreal, Feb. 21. 
Annette Warren, Johnny Gal- 
lant, Joe Settano Trio; $1-1.50 
cover. 





Making her second appearance 
in Montreal's top intimery, An- 
nette Warren shows vast improve- 
ment over first try. Despite en- 
gagement coinciding with Lent, 
well-stacked chanteuse is doing 
okay biz. 

Working with more savvy and 
smoothness, Miss Warren registers 
nicely through a varied songalog 
of eight numbers ranging from 
“Why Was I Born” to “Without a 
Song.” On this time around the 
circuit, she evidences a personality 
and deftness that comes only from 
experience. Her intros are sha 
er, her gowns more sophisticated 
and the gabbing from the ringside 
fails to dent songfest or throw her 
off balance, 


Arrangements for the most 
part are standard with the accent 
more on such faves as “You Came. 
Along” than on the pseudo special 
material items. ‘Cousin of Mine” 
is about the only number which 
gets off the track, but good lyrics 
and delivery prevent it from going 
overboard. _A song from “King & 
I,” a pleasing French ditty and a 
breezy routine on a southern re- 
vival meeting establish this attrac- 
tive brunet thrush in solid fashion 
with boite’s cosmopolitan clientele. 

Johnny Gallant gives Miss War- 
ren fine piano support at all times 
and splits the lull sessions with the 
hep Settano Trio. Newt. 


Colony Club. Dallas 
Dallas, Feb. 19. 


] 








| _ Ella Mae Morse, Leslie Carrol, 


| Bill Tieber Orch (6); $2 cover. 


Ella Mae Morse is home for the 
| first time since her pro debut here 
with Jimmy Dorsey’s orch in Janu- 
ary, ’39. Redhaired singer has 
come a long way over the years 
and she gets a hefty reception from 
the homefolks. Opener pulled a 
record house at the Colony, town’s 
| oniy cabaret. 
In a 20-minute stint, Miss Morse 
belts over six tunes in a 


number whiclr has come last in| : 
other shows as fitting climax. Moro | craftsmanship. 





Preceding Pioneers, line appropri- | 


365 Club, 8, F 
| San Francisco, 
Paul Gilbert, Ton Bros (3) 

pion tpg et ge Dorbir ‘Dane 
ers ), Dery nox : 
$1.50 minimum. Orch (9); 


Feb. 19. 





Here is a well-spiced parlav <: 
above-par production, pe me 
and good music that continues ‘ 
pay off. Credit for superior stas. 
ing, costuming and routining of the 
ensemble accrues to Dorothy Do:. 
bin, who appears to have an end. 
less supply of imagination and 
s Credit for adroit 
booking goes to Sam Rosey. Music 
is in the hands of Deryl Knox, who 
turns in a fourrsquare job for both 
show copy and tiptoeing. . 


Owner Bimbo, meshing 


er and 
Supervising these activities, 


has 


show up with a nifty square dance,| Maintained an even-keel appeal! 


which keeps the place drawing the 
Yankee dollars with little letyp 
time, tide and conditions notwith. 
standing. - 


Show is well paced, good clean 
fun throughout. Acts fit the gene 


| eral pattern like a glove and sum 


| 


t 


on | 


| 
' 


i 


' 


} 


i 
' 


total is a solid commercial package 
that keeps the checkpayers happy 


Opener is a splashy, colorful en- 


Leaning to the musical comedy; semble bit with Jack Tygeit and 


Leslie Romaine in featured dance 
spotlight. This is bright and cheery 
and Miss Dorbin gets her conser\a- 
tive budget to go a long way for 


has the verve. One of her stand-| an impressive effect. 


Russ Arno punches over an as- 
sortment of vocals which pay off 


an,” which she has been doing for| for an appreciative mitt. His “A]- 
some time, and this she belts | most Like Being in Love.” “I've 
across with a keen awareness Of; Got a Crush on You,” “When 


You're Smiling” and “Sorrento” do 
better than pass muster, though it 
is obvious that songster will re- 
quire special material and some 
shifting away from standards to cut 
a niche. 

Tong Bros., Oriental acro team 
is a flash sock which scores mucho 


(Continued on page 54) 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 

ly: $1.05 Bach IN SEQUENCE ONLY 

. 1—N ng! 

8 e@ 

en oahe oe $25 @ 
7 we * 

e BLUE BOOK Sow for oT $50 @ 
HOW TO masTes HE CEREMONIES 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth overa thousand 


Ne C.0.0.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. S4th St.. New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-113 











husky | 


voice not yet bereft of a Texas! 


twang after a 14-year hiatus. Re- 
vealing a classy diaphragm in a 
_ blue strapless gown, she proves a 
, crowd-pleaser, with her show savvy 
| coming through in Capitol wax re- 
| prisals of her w.k. bits. She gives 
jlustily anent blues, boogie and 
blue-lighted houses. Added oatune. 
“Sleepin’ At the 
is socko, 

Leslie Carrol, acrodancer, opens 


Foot of the Bed,” | 





i 
| 


with okay backbends and splits. | 


' 





=a 





Bill Tieber is an able emcee and 

does a top job with his orch, both 

in act backing and dansapation, 
rk, 


| 
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TOURING EUROPE 


American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS | 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Ties) 
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Hildeyarde were again ow! 
dience Monday night, and again they waved the old glo-| 
ries and the new of super showmanship. The Century | 
Room had its No. } “chantootsie” beck for ® fortnight, 


aind in top form at that. e 
eee 


The Hildy-H Time: 

The Ve baah-apirited, 
i , clowning Hildy 
who had slap new life 
into the night life of Dallas 
i rd two weeks in 
May of 1961 secmed pre- 
pared on this visit to make 
a now lively club scene 
much more livelier .- - It is, 
@ an ever, & grand treat to 
have the elegantly gowned écer 
whe mede Mirwaukee Lame | 


ence more practice the 
udience seem The 
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That Vegas Klondike Hits Another 


B.0. Goldmine in Holiday Weekend 


By BILL WILLARD 
Las Vegas, Feb. 24. 


Birthday weekend sur- 


a room could be obtained as 
revelers roared in from various 


destinations to completely inundate 


town from Thursday (19) 


through Sunday (22). 
Distracted desk clerks repeated 


same lines, “Sorry, filled up,” 


from the lobbies of all seven hotels, 
with the echo repeated 
motel and rooming house in the 
immediate vicinity, which takes in 
a radius of 50 miles. With this as a 
spur, bonifaces are rushing work 
in three spots to build more accom- 
modations. 

Although the lavish Sands has} 
only been in operation since mid- 
December, work will begin shortly 
to add an additional 162 rooms to 


in every 


200 now in use. Desert Inn hzs 
most ambitious plan, with an 


expansion to ¢ost $1,000,000, call- 
for 150 new rooms, a new sky | 
swimming pool pavilion includ- | 


stage for aquacades. This hos- 


pice currently accommodates 338. 
Third hotel to announce more fa- 
cilities is the Last Frontier. Build- | 


of 100 rooms begins March 15 


and is expected to be ready for 
occupancy by Aug. 7. 

While all spots were overflowing 
with seekers of the easy coin, and | 
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DON PHILLIPS 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Versatile Singing Sensation 


Concluding: 8 Successful Weeks 
LATIN CASINO, Phila. 


Opening: Friday, Feb. 27 
Sciolla’s Supper Club, Phila. 


Personal Management 
Eddie SUEZ & Bernie ROTHBARD 
Theatrical Agency, 500 Shubert Bids. 
Kingsley 5-1665 


the downtown and Strip casinos 


cles were turning away biz. The 


Emerging as competitor to Me-/‘post-New Year’s lull was declared | 
morial Day as top holiday, Wash- | officially kaput, and spring freshets | 
ington’s 
prised most Las Vegas resort hotel; more than the first sign of green 
poobahs with over-capacity throngs. 


of travelers. were welcomed far 


on the trees. There was more im-' 


portant green in the immediate 


offing. 
Starr Tops at Flamingo 


The Flamingo has been enjoying | 
a bonanza with Kay Starr. In her} 


third week of SRO biz, the thrush 


ij has broken all her records of for- 


mer stands this spot—if it’s pos- 
sible to top the top. Stepping into 
some excellent dining room at- 
tendance figures left by Dorothy 
; Lamour at the Last Frontier, co- 


| headliners Janis Paige and Buddy | 


| Rogers are currently pulling in 
; good, if not consistent, capacity 
crowds. Miss Paige, coiffed with a 


new pinkish hairdo and gowned in| 
a gold and green lame cocktail | 


gown, manages to sell her fey per- 
sonality in several novelty tunes. 
|She generates a bubbly, albeit 
| straightforward turn, while Buddy 
Rogers is all action in displaying 
his tooting on various musical 
instruments. He unvails a new gim- 
mick with this show—screening of 
oldtime pic stills of himself and 


silent, early talkie era. Four Jokers 
| work with Rogers, and perk up 
i forepart of the shebang with their 
!nonsense, vocally and musically. 
Ethel Waters wound up her first 


| Vegas nitery fling over the jam-| 


| packed weekend. She has been a 
good lure for this spet, with stand- 
out biz being recorded for the past 

| two frames. Gambolers were seme- 


ing on the tunes she made famous 


| gave her tribute of big mitts, how- 
|ever, and really enjoyed her knack 
/ with rhythm and novelty ditties. 

Dean Murphy, who held deuce 
| Spot nicely with his 
|monoiogy, hit for good 


/eral impressions, notably 


| one of the finest of all Vegas crews 
| both for shows and dansapation 


| 
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Glamer Comedy 


AGENCY 
1697 Broadway,N.Y. 


Club Dates 
NAT OUNN 





BLACK 


DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 


the Least) 
A new note in 


GERBER-WEISS 














March 10, 
Change at Thunderbird 


row’s (Thurs.) headline 





Dansations and Al Jahns musicrew 
will complete the bill. 



















SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 


(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 E. 33rd Street, New York City 
Plaza 7-1145 


| warbling duets with Daniels. 
| As a starter, the Bianchi Mosc 








——_$<$<~_ pr 


were raking in the loot, nitery cubi- | 


w.k. film personalities of the late | 


what disappointed in the actress-' 
| singer's plaintive tremolo, emerg- | 


|—“Stormy Weather,” “Happiness Is | 
;a Thing Called Joe” Customers | 


engaging 
yocks 
| throughout, particularly with sev- 
Hilde- 
| garde. During most of Murphy’s 
| Stopover, the Milwaukee chantoosie | 
| was adorning El Rancho’s stage | 
| down the Strip. A great prime act, 
| Hal LeRoy, caused a socko lift in| 
| his eccentric legmania. Donn Arden | 
| Dancers dressed up the sex depart- | 
;ment nicely with a chic opening | 
routine based on Vogue and Har-| 
per’s fashions, and contrasted with 
| a Latino romp later. Carlton Hayes 
,orch holds the music stand here— 


| Mitzi Green and Rudy Vallee have | 


their daily double, although sin-|.. Prine : 
gling, oo the next Pre wr esr like job for the fortnight. Having | bination with former heavyweight 


|a pleasant approach, he has pipes! champ Joe Louis and former mid- 
that carry him between the “big! dle Atlantic women's lawn tennis 
With his|champ Reba Monnes will be sub- 
intime quality, Dale would be wise | mitted for show biz bookings. 

to find another room in this town | 
| with smaller confines. Entire pro- 


Jimmy Durante comes in beginning 


Keeping the Thunderbird teepee 
— for the ry hg weeks, Les 

ompagnons de la Chanson, Jay | : : 
iaeaen Lentes & Veena: ang | duction, built around an ad lib) 7, and ofher dates are being sought. 
Earl Barton step aside for tomor- 
entry, 
Joyce Bryant, fresh from Miami 
Beach, supported by Mickey Deems, | 
a new comic to this belt, and the | 
Bob Copsey Dancers. Productions | 
supplied by emcee-warbler Barney 
Rawlings with the Kathryn Duffy | 


Billy Daniels works his magic | 
with loaded rooms at El Rancho 
Vegas. Since his opening one week 
ago (18), reservations have been 
| hard to get, and will continue to 
| be scarce for this current frame. 
|The Daniels’ minstrelsy not only 
| 8rabs and holds distaffers spell- 
|pound, but gives composite audi- 
}ences a real boot with its great 
/showmanship. While praising Dan- 
| iels, laurels go to his musical shad- 
|ow, Benny Payne, who guides the 
,way from piano, Payne not only 
lays down the best backgrounding, 
but shares applause for his terrif 


| Co. leave a vivid, although con- 
| troversial, impression upon tablers. | 
|’ Mosca, who heads his musical com-’ last month, booked for a single 


bo with a flute, has a highly rhyth- 
mic act (two drums, guitar) in front 
of which a femme exotic dancer 
| writhes sinuously. Startling jungle 
episode with drummer chanting 
wordless vocals while subduing a 





| head wires, has house in a tizzy. 

A new dance line bows in with 
this episode. Formed by Jean 
Somers, with choreography by vet 
nitery and film terp director Al 
White, corps of 10 chicks liven 
'things up with an “On With the 
Show” talk-sing-terp opener. Also 
making his first entrance as a mae- 
stro, Bob Ellis, former Ted Fio 
Rito sideman, podiums his wind- 
jammers, who will smooth out in 
time. 


| 


Eckstine at Copa Room 


| Resonating the Copa Room walls 
of the Sands, Billy Eckstine’s big 


mack, python Saad rang: on over: \ the beachfront, has lost its liquor 


| Nipping Habit Clips 
A.C. Hotel’s License 


Atlantic City, Feb. 24. 
Haddon-Hall, largest hotel on 


license for 20 days because a night 
cleaner made a habit of taking a 





pipes carry him through all ses- | 
sions with plenty to spare. Turn-| 


nip from a bottle and replacing 


it with water. 
| ABC ruled that the licensee is 


held strictly accountable for any 
| “refills.” The penalty was fixed 
'for 25 days but because the ho- 
tel company never had a previous 
| violation and because of a non vult 
'plea and the circumstances. five 
| days were remitted. 


MPLS. CRACKDOWN 
FORCES CAFE FOLDO 





away crowds and enough reserva- | 


| tions to keep maitre-de Joaquin in 
|a dither beyond the Eckstine tenure 
mark his overall draw. Since pur- 
ring his ballads in Vegas a couple 
of years ago, the Eckstine potential 
| has climbed considerably. 

Al Bernie is a hardworking fun- 
nyman, driving his wares until he 
i eventually hits with his audiences. 
He begins to take off after a hoke 
dramalog, and his w.k, “Babalu,” 
and from then on in, he has ‘em 
wrapped up. 

Chandra Kaiy displays his eso- 
teric East-Indian choreos surround- 


ed by three colorfully costumed | 
femmes. Movements. are in preci- | 


sion, with Kaly soloing effectively. 
By observing the many new faces 


in the Copa line since the Sands | 
opened, it would seem that pro-| 


ducer Jack Entratter has had some 
trouble in keeping his covey away 
‘from Hollywood lures. But, in the 
main, the gals are okay for looks, 


although none can terp up a storm. , 
For this Sally McCloskey has her | 


moments in the solo spot, while 
sloe-eyed Barbara L’-ke intones the 
modern revivalist lyrics to ‘Re- 
joice, Brother, Rejoice.” Ray Sina- 


sion. 
Bad Luck at Sahara 


Some bad luck has dogged the 
Sahara’s callboard, with the result 


booker Stan Irwin to frame new 
| productions almost overnight. Most 
recent example occurred when 
| Shemp Howard of the Three 


out. Instead of dropping in a big 
name known to habitues of this 


bleater Alan Dale into headline 
| slot from his supporting niche. The 
| past fortnight has been marked 


-! Room to capacity, 


sound” and the croon. 


quality and entitled “Backstage,” 
has the Honey Bros. cavorting in 
and out with their knockabouts. 





ing, and general confusion for 
| yocks and big plaudits. The trio, 


| ancing atop huge rubber balls. 


, 


tra continues to chalk up an ex-| 
cellent record in the music divi- | 


that two cancellations have forced | 
Stooges was injured in an auto, 
accident, forcing the trio to bow | 


green felt belt, Irwin moved ballad | 


with ups and downs insofar as at- | 
tendance is concerned, with only 
’| weekends filling the spacious Congo 


Dale has turned in a workman- 


| Cathalas, delve into intricate bal- 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 


One night spot here has turned | 


| in its licenses rather than face a 





Olympia, Miami 
On B. 0. Upbeat 


Miami, Feb. 24. 

The Olympia Theatre, Miami, is 
having one of its most successful 
seasons in years and possibility is 
that the house will remain open 
beyond the regular winter season. 
Theatre is one of the few bright 
spots on the Miami horizon, inas- 
much as many cafes have already 
written off this season as one of 


| the more disastrous in recent years, 


The Four Aces, current at the 
house, are expected to topple the 
house record with a strong $23,000 
The house has had other good 
weeks as well with the shows be- 
ing sent by booker Harry Levine 
out of New York. Theatre will get 


}a mame diet for as long as is pos- 


sible. Levine is expected to come 
to Miami shortly to confer with 


revocation hearing and the county | ™anager Al Weiss. 


|attorney has started a study of 
| means to shutter others. 

James 
| 1400 Club licenses 30 minutes be- 
| fore a scheduled mayor's hearing 
|to show cause why they shouldn't 
| be revoked. He's awaiting trial on 


Chacos surrendered his | 





Okay 4006 to Enlarge 


Coliseum in Lincoln 


Omaha, Feb. 24. 
Plans for a $400,000 enlargement 


Federal charges of. receiving prop-| and remodeling program for St: 
a ~ : state 
| erty stolen from the Fort Snelling | Fair Coliseum in Lincoln, Neb., last 


| Veterans’ 


i whele city.” 


vestigation, John’s Funhouse, faces 
license revocation because it’s al- 
leged to have been the headquar- 
ters for a Minneapolis-Chicago 
white slavery operation. John 
| Cawron, its co-owner, is under Fed- 
eral indictment. 





Jack Horn Exits Ment’l 
Cafe Biz; Sells 2 Spots 


Montreal, Feb. 24. 


Montreal cafe operator Jack 
|Horn has decided to pull out of 
the entertainment biz. This week 
he sold all interests in the Con- 
| tinental Cafe, a 400-seater which 
has offered top Gallic talent for 
past three years. In same deal, 
Horn included Club Ste. Germain 
a French-type intimery which has 
been a steady money-maker since 
opening two years ago. 

A syndicate, not in show biz be- 
fore, has bought the Continental 
and Horn will stay on for next few 
weeks as advisor. Shows are book- 
ed till May with Horn planning a 
| New York trip with new owners to 
| familiarize them with booking and 
agent setups. 





Ping Pong Combo 


| An interracial table-tennis com- 


| Duo have already been set for 
ithe St. Louis Sports Show, March 


| 


| 


, Week, prompted the interruption of 





| Spot features pivotal brother, who Melchior’s concert tour with his 
leads his freres into acro-flips, hoof- 


company of singers and pianists, to 
fill the void. 

One of the more peculiar Strip 
| Stratagems failed to work when 
| ops of a new club called the Hi-Ho 


| Sa-Harem Dancers have been | closed after five days of exhibiting 


scenery. 


postponement 





augmented to 16 orb-filling gals— 
10 dancers, 6 paraders—and im-| nally called Red Rooster and at 
press with know-how of footwork. 
The George Moro-Ruth Landis rou- | Grace Hayes, was leased to present 
tines are socko and costumes are | crew, who were refused a license 
ditto. Cee Davidson has no trouble 
in keeping the tempo going steadi- 
ly. Sahara is now taking the cue 
from Broadway by giving each new | cian, emcee, and dance orch, then 
show very effective background | switched to flesh policy one week 


Second blow to the Sahara with- 
in a short span came out with the 
of Dick Powell's 
nitery initialer, to have begun to- 
night (Tues.). A pic chore prevent- 
ed his appearance, with result that 
Irwin brings back Lauritz Melchior 
& Co. for two frames. The smash 
success of the Great Dane's debut 


| bevies of stripteasers, Spot, origi- 


lone time owned and headed by 


| to run a strip joint in the first 
| place. They sneaked in a debut 
show of acts, femme singer, magi- 


later, 


District Attorney Roger Foley, 
who became Lili St. Cyr’s nemesis 
during her El Rancho Vegas sortie 
of 1951 by throwing the book at 
her for displaying too much too 
long, got after Hi-Ho lessees. The 
Strip casts jaundiced eyes at strips 
and all wayside boites, allowing the 
big chips to fall in the seven posh 
palaces of pleasure. 








oe es CORTINE TIME FTN POOR” a 


NANCY KENYO 


Mann men’ Asc H f ' : r 
ancgeme sociates— JACK VAUGHAN-—PEGGIE GATES: 7 East 55th Street? New York Plaze 2-8003 


Administration offices.| week got okay from the 
| Also, the place was denounced as | 
'*a hangout for underworld char- | 
acters and a sore spot for the| 


. state leg- 
islature. Debentures will be re- 
tired out of fair earnings. 


Building will be set to house ice 


_. | Shows and other arena-type outfits 
| Another of the spots under in-| > aaa 





Fosters Agency Exec to U.S. 

London, Feb. 24. 
_ Leslie Macdonnell, joint manag- 
ing director of Fosters Agency, has 
left London for a five-week busi- 
ness trip to the States and Canada. 
His tour will embrace New York, 
Hollywood, Chicago and Toronto. 








TERRI STEVEN 


“I've booked Terri Stevens 4 times tast 
year. Her beauty, charm and ‘big name’ 
talent meke ter a favorite here. She's 
more then just a singer; she’s a per- 
former.”“—LOU GARLONE (Baybrook Ciub, 
New Haven). 


Now A aring at 

JACKIE HELLER'S CAROUSEL, Pittsburgh 
STAR MANAGEMENT 

846 7th Ave., New York BAyside 4-0916 


(Bobby) 


ROLLINS 


Now Playing Indoor Sport Shows 
Mar. 22 to Mar. 29 
AUDITORIUM 
Cleveland 


Thanks to WILLIAM SHILLING 
165 Wert 46th Street 
New York City 
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THE CHORDS 

instrumentalists without Inastremen's 
Dir.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 





Club Date Bookings by 
HARRY GREGBEN NAT OUNN 
203 N. Wabash Ave, | 1650 B'way 
Chicage, (ii. Mew York 
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Apollo, N. Y. 

Pearl Bailey, Bill Bailey, Duke 
Ellington Orch (14) with Louis 
Bellson, Betty Roche, Ray Nance, 
Jimmy Grisson; “I Cheated the 
Law,” (20th). 


The Apollo is slated for one of | 
the heaviest sieges of business for | 
the year. With Pearl Bailey pre-| 


senting her new husband to Har- 
jem audiences, that section of 
town is flocking to pay its re- 
spects. The packaging of Duke 
Ellington’s orch with Miss Bailey 
and ofay drummer Louis Bell- 
son, Miss Bailey’s new spouse, has 
been successful in several stops. 


The combination is apt to reach its | 


climax with this booking. The 
homefolk are coming in heavily. 

This card is one of the more 
successful Apollo bookings at the 


b.o. and entertainmentwise. There | 


isn’t an ingredient on this show 
that doesn’t pay off in hearty ap- 
plause. 


It’s almost a complete family af- | 
fair with dancer Bill Bailey, Pear]’s | 


brother, on hand to complete the 


relationships. It’s brother Bill who | 
spends considerable time discuss- | 


ing personal and family problems. 


Perhaps he’s one of the more im-| 


portant cogs on this display, since 
he tells family secrets that many 
in the audience are curious about. 
In the first place, Bailey, who is a 
Harlem pastor, discusses his own 
clerical problems, and once hav- 
ing gotten over that he deives into 
the fact that he’d like to make 


good in front of his new brother- | 


in-law. 


Much of his language is very un- 
clerical, but the howls come in. As 


a matter of fact, his gab is super-' 


ior to his dancing—and the pastor 
is a good hoofer. 


Miss Bailey seems to have a good | 


time working this show. Although 
nothing new has been added to 
her catalog, she entertains the au- 
dience thoroughly. 
through her standard items which 
include “Tired,” “Good Enough 
for Me,” “Frankie & Johnny” and 
“Two to Tango.” 
spot on the show, deservedly so, 
and the mitting at her finale is 
prolonged. 

The Duke is‘one of the stalwarts 
in the jazz field. He’s been mae- 
stroing for 25 years and he’s re- 
sponsible for several comps that 


are now considered standard 
works. His music is one of the re- 
freshing items, being literate, 


easily assimilated and yet contain- 
ing enough mental meat to main- 
tain interest. 

Ellington’s organization has a 
flock of instrumental virtuosi, each 
capable of making music that de- 
serves bows. Bellson, being fea- 
tured, gets a chance to pound out 
a percussion aria to his own comp, 
“Skin Deep.” He shows the neces- 
sary violent attack on the drums 


and enough technical skill to en-| 


tice prolonged midterm applause 
and a big mitting at his finale. 
Vocalist contingent in the El- 
lington crew is headed by Ray 
Nance, whose comedy singing hits 
it well with the audience. Betty 
Roche does a tricky turn wherein 
she interlards bop with lead lines 
of standards for a good effect. 
Jimmy Grisson baritones a blues 
and a ballad for-a hearty mitting. 
The only item missing was a 
stretch at the ivories by a 
ose. 





Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 20. 
Eileen Barton, Nip Nelson, Toy 
& Wing, Larry Logan, Louis Basil 
Orch; “The Stooge” (Par). 


This vaude bill is an acceptable 
complement for the 


She runs | 


She’s the high- | 


|team, start out with fast terping 
|to “Everybody Dance” and swing 
|right ‘nto a Castle Walk, backed 
,by a George M. Cohan medley. 

The pair score best with last of- 
_ fering with male doing a series 
of running splits and femme get- 
ting a hefty round of mitts for her 
toe jive session. 

Larry Logan is a_ personable 
| young man who acquits himself 
| well with the mouthorgan. He fol- 
|lows the standard harmonica li- 
| brary, not demonstrating much 
Imagination in his work. Something 
a bit off the beaten track could 
| strengthen his slot. Louis Basil 


| Whips the hour-long show in shape | committee 


with his solid conducting. Zabe. 


Olympia, Miami 


Miami, Feb. 21. 
4 Aces, Sammy Walsh, Berna- 
dette Phelan Dancers, Pape 
Renee, 


(RKO), 





bill measure up to satisfactory fare 
with the Four Aces carrying off 
their topline spot in zingy fashion. 

Quartet feature their 
clicks, of course, but add carefully 
| blended array of other pops, nov- 
|elty and standards to keep aud 
interest throughout for heavy mitts. 
“Tell Me Why” is biggest earner, 
with arrangement of “My Hero” 
close up. Harmonicas are clearly 
defined and groupings well staged 
to add to overall impact. 

Almost walking off with the hon- 
ors, the Bernadette Phelan Danc- 
ers keep enthusiasm mounting with 
series of gasp-bringing acro-twists, 


spins, lifts and adagio effects, with | 


the tosses sparking increased aud 


reaction. Could have come back 
for more. 
Teeoff act is another winner. 


Pape & Renee get them quickly 


with balancing and acro_ work. 
Male balances 10-foot pole on 
which femme, an_ eye-catcher, 


| works out showy tricks for sus- 
| tained payoff from stubholders. 
Sammy Walsh, a regular here, 
makes for an amiable emcee and 
in own spot keeps them happy 
with his genial approach to his 
;material. Spoof on “Old Man 
| River” is the best of his bundle. 
| Comedy juggling of Ben Beri 
| is accepted in mild manner by 
}aud. Works hard and keeps punch- 
jing for the returns, with his bag 
of tricks plussed by the biz inter- 
| woven for the laugh-raising, which 


|}is sparse in results. Les Rhode 
| house orch backs show in usual 
| adept style. Lary. 


| St. Andrew’s. Glasgow 
j Glasgow, Feb. 18. 
Sarah Vaughan, Arthur Rowber- 





ry Orch (‘with Larry Gretton), 
Michael Black. 
U. S. sepian songstress makes 


;Seot debut here to solid mitting. 
More than 2,500 jazz enthusiasts 
| gave her- warm welcome despite 
| acoustically-bad, barnlike civic 
hall. Dusky star wows the custom- 
ers, most of ’em being juves and 
their girlfriends and all attuned to 
the Vaughan disks. 

Chanteuse makes two appear- 
ances, before and after interval, 
and shows much purity of tone plus 
ability for excellent phrasing. She 
varies her moods in the sock song- 
alog, using surefire material that 
adds up to boff bits in both seg- 
ments. 





She scores particularly in her | 


w.k. “Body and Soul,’ with more 
| hand-to-band musie for “Once In 
1a While,” “Nice Work If You Can 
|Get It,” “Mean to Me,” “I Cover 
ithe Waterfront” and “Perdido.” 





| 


| and displays the kind of showman- | 
| Ship that ranks her among the fin- | 
Ben Beri, Les Rhode House est in the business. > 
O.ch: “Never Wave At a Wac’” | ovation opening, 


| 


Components of 27th anniversary | Sylva medley, chokes and knocks 





platter | from “Somebody Loves Me.” 


| 


| 


| 


| 


Paramount. Portland 

Portland, Ore., Feb. 21. 
Betty Hutton’s “International 
Variety Revue,” with The Sky- 
larks (5), The Rudells (3), Clif- 
ford Guest; Warren Latona & 
Sparks, Nanci Crompton, Bob Wii- 
liams; producer, directed and de- 


by Macklin Megley; 
Edith Head; music, Cyrus Trobbe. 
Jack Latimer; $4.80 top. 





_ Betty Hutton hit with terrific 
impact as she debuted in the Pacif- 
ic northwest and made the Rose 
City her first stop. A big reception 
met the blonde 
ber at the airport and she imme- 
diately captured the town. 

For nearly an hour and a half 
Miss Hutton sings, clowns, dances 


After 


goes into a series of songs from 
some of her pix, does a Buddy De- 


stubholders for a loop with her 
heartwarming “Doing What I Was 
Born To Do” and some salvo stuff 


Trapeze bit was eliminated with 
a socko after-show, lasting about 
half an hour, in its place. She does 
an informal sesh of requests, in- 


bom: | 


a near | 
the blockbuster | 


few takeoffs on TV singing types; 


a turn, strictly for laughs, on the 
fiddle, and a running business with. 


| a cup of coffee. Builds to a warm 
| sendoff. 


| jukebox field, 


garners ~.squea 
|} from the bobbysox section with a 


| blues. 


Ricky Vallo, newcomer. to t 


signed by Charles O’Curran; staged | line up of old and pop tunes ac- , ancer 








! 
} 








, 
i . . 
Miami Beach | 
| ome CONtinued from page 48 


ceptidn. The Amin Bros. wham 
with their acro turn with the bal- 
spinning his partner in 





costumes, | centing, for no apparent reason, the , Wrap-up fast-work routines. 
Sings so frequently, off-Key 


Production holds over with the 


| that it seems to be by design, and attractive gals projecting the Ben- 


| 
| gerated gestures. 
| the Stars Get in Your Eyes” 
presses as best, with a nice, easy 
romantic style. From there in, 
succeeding numbers grow more 
stylized and artificial. 
was scattered at show caught. 

Ted & Flo Vallett, baton twirlers, 
throw a bit of everything into the 
act and do okay as curtain-raisers. 
There's some precision flag-raising, 
plenty of acro and an impressive 
combo of acro and baton juggling. 
Customers like. Flor. 


Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Feb. 20. 
Gupsy Rose Lee, The Albins, 
Tom Avera, Bobby May, Nicholi 
Knight, Archie Stone House Orch; 
“Red Shoes” (Rank). 


First engagement on this 





side 





troducing her mother, and giving 
credits. A begoff, of course. 
The Skylarks did not appear in 


| the first vaude half, but do a smash 


joo of singing, dancing and stoog- 
ing for Miss H. The Rudells, two 
boys and an orb-filling femme, get 
the show off to a fast start with 
some solid trampoline work. Clif- 
ford Guest, in the deuce, started 


i his act but apologized off due to 








Martin & | “Sinner or Saint” and “I Ran All| 


Lewis film which takes over the |The Way Home,” latter a recent | 


house for two weeks. In the more 
moderate budget class, is should 
please the raucous trade who will 
inhabit the seats. 
~. Eileen Barton 


| waxing get terrific mitt. 

Miss Vaughan exudes consider- 
| able s.a. and is neatly garbed in a 
| skin-hugging, lemon-colored strap- 


| 


wisely eschews jess. In second segment she adds | 


using “If I Knew You Were Com-| prightness by wearing scarlet stole | 


ing I'd Have Baked a Cake” for her 
windup number, instead switching 
it as a fast intro warmup. Thrush 
does a series of pops, throwing 
only one offbeat tune in the pile, 
“I'm Just Wild About Harry,” 
which she prefaces with buildup 
that it was her folks’ hit tune 
when they did a turn. For an en- 
core she tears apart “Cry” a la 
Johnnie Ray for good audience re- 
sponse. 

_Nip Nelson has brought a se- 
ries of fresh musical impressions 
along that register with seathdld- 
ers. He has a real strong takeoff 
on Jack Webb of “Dragnet” TV 
fame but looses; the punch by the 
addition... of extraneous types. 
Tightened up, this could be a sock 
closer for his act. Besides croon- 
ers, he does some musical instru- 
ment carbons, best of which was 
Les Paul & Mary Ford. However, 
he dulls his efforts with some off- 
color shorties, but it’s expected 
that jokes about Christine Jorgen- 
sen will be standard fare for the 
next several months, at least. 

Toy &, 


over dress. Gal has to beg off 
after one of biggest jazz show 
|, ovations. 

| Support fodder comes from Ar- 
thur Rowberry orch in numbers 
like “Pipers’ Patrol,” “The Hawk 
|Talks” and “Vanessa. Group’s 
|septet scores in “The Camp” and 
| young alto saxman Johnny Ene 
'dridge in “Harlem Nocturne,” lat- 
| ter delivered in distinctive manner. 
| Voeal stint is taken care of by 
‘Larry Gretton in “Lady of Spain” 
‘and “Because You’re Mine.’ Band 
|boys are attractively garbed in 
| maroon jackets, but maestro could 
| be more dress-hep by switching 
i dull brown suit and shirt for some- 
thing more showmanly. 

Michael Black dees the emcee- 
‘ing chores, fitting in a 10-minute 
| spot of fast gagging that isn’t noted 
for its freshness. His impersona- 
tions, while slick, follow a mainly 
standardized pattern, taking - off 
James Stewart, Jimmy Cagney, 
Edward G., Winston Churchill, Jer- 
ry Colonna and George Sanders. 


PTTT TT TTT TTT) - 


| 


;.sore 





throat. The trey brings on 
some swell knockabout work by 
Warren, Latona & Sparks. Nanci 
Crompton stops the show cold with 
her sizzling ballet. Well-stacked 
gal amazes with her speed twirls 
and turns. Bob Williams and his 
dogs close the topnotch vaude part 
of the revue. 

Production, lighting, staging, 
costumes and music are tops. 
Trobbe batons the first half while 
Jack Latimer takes over the sec- 
ond sesh. Show plays Vancouver, 
B.C.; Seattle and Spokane next. 

This is the second big stage re- 
vue the Evergreen chain has 
brought to Portland. Danny Kaye 
opened the parade last November. 
Feves. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 22. 
Dagmar, Marty May, Ricky Val- 
lo, Ted & Flo Vallett, Sam Jack 
Kaufman House Orch (18); “Ni- 
agara” (20th). 





Combo of Marilyn Monroe 
celluloid and Dagmar in the ample | 
flesh is paying off here. Stub-| 
holders are in raucous mood, but 
save demonstraticns for the blonde 
headliner, with mild reaction for 
other three acts. 

Dagmar’s onstage and offstage | 
appearances are current talk of) 
the town. Capitol management 
gambled on her as a show biz 
“freak,” but she is stacking up 
with some solid showmanship and 
a surprising quality of poise and 
know-how. Her stock in trade is 
sex and her unique physique, to 
which she adds a good, schmaltzy 
quality. 

Act is built around thé famed 
torso and the TV “literary” per- 
sonality. It is frankly angled for 
the large male audience but, from 
the minute the Valkyrie figure 





| 
| 


of the Atlantic since her 
European tour, including a success- 
ful Palladium stint, Gypsy Rose Lee 


a sturdy five-a-day chore that may 
break the house record she set 
before Johnnie Ray recently topped 
it. Plenty of lengthy lineups, with 
customers crowding both side aisles 
and back of the house at all per- 
formances. 

Package deal has Miss Lee in on 
a $7,500 guarantee, plus even split 
on the gross. On current indica- 
tions, the lady will make plenty. 
It’s a double-barreled audience 
appeal, with the Gyp sparse on 


Beauties” okay on pop-eyed nudity 
for the males and the eye-filling 
fashion parade over socko with the 
women. With ladylike decorum, 
Miss Lee kiddingly discourses on 
her Minsky days and the tradition 
of one-time burley. The patter is 
in leisurely and condescending 
good taste, whipped up to a black- 
brassiered, busty finish in a reprise 
of her trademark. 

It’s an admitted reminiscent bit 
that goes over big, but highlight 
is her fashion show in which, tak- 


jing the materials from her bustle, 


she swiftly whips up costume creza- 
tions on the theretofore semi-nude 
“American Beauties” in eye-filling 
gowns for a tumultuous ovation. 
Nicholi Knight whams with his 
| puppets, particularly the Pansy the 





in| Horse bit. Bobby May is over with 
| his nonchalant juggling of clubs 


and tennis balls. The Albins, in 
their ballroom dance, travesty with 
plenty of mutual mayhem. Tom 
Avera emcees expertly. ©WcStay. 





New Act 


LILY FRANCE 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Cafe Grinzing, N.Y. 

Lily France, a recent import from 
the land of her surname, looms as 
a promising entry. Her pipes are 
well .developed, contain warmth 
and she has a dramatic delivery. 
At times she does what can be 
construed as a conscious takeoff 
on Edith Piaf. She succeeds in at- 











stalks on, she wins femme segment 
of galleries. There is actually 
something 


frequent intervals, but errs in her 


wholesome about the! attempt to improve upon the origi- 


frank approach to her special allure,! nal, since even a slight stress on 


and even the _ most 


mother need have no fear of cor- | 


ruption of her moppet. 

Unbilled, but very much part of 
the act, is slight, dark Dan Day- 
ton, Dagmar’s husband. It’s the 
old routine of the little, timid man 


|and the predatory female, brought 
‘up to date with better than aver- 


age skill on Dayton’s part, and 
Dagmar’s all-out, refreshing per- 
sonality. When she isn’t flanked 
by one stooge, she has comic 
Marty May, who is on bill, with 
her: at one point she works with 
both men plus an audience volun- 
teer. There are a few tunes woven 
quite naturally into pattern of 
routine, with the final “I Think 
You're Wonderful” best bet. Skit, 
with Dagmar as “President of the 
U. S.” and the three men stooging 
for her, is rib-tickling, despite a 
labored text. A seck act for the 
vaude trade with fine crowd reac- 
tion. 

Marty May, alum of the Olsen 
& Johnson shows, is a vet with a 
keen sense of timing and a quiet 
comedy style. He doubles in solo 
and with Dagmar, with same air 
of ponchalance bordering cn bore- 
dom. Routine is largely a form- 
less one, dependent on personality 
evoen 


= FREER BER Od 


squealish | dramatics can throw her off base. 
Miss France, however, seems to! 


| get along well on happier tunes. 
The pop grooved “Petit Vin Blanc” 


serves to create a happy atmos- 


| dioniste” goes overboard in the 
| histrionics department. Sometimes 


detracts from the song. The dra- 
matic effects could be obtained 
with a degree of restraint. She also 


provides an excellent exit tune for 


which has delicacy and fragility. 
Miss France seems to have plenty 
on her own, including looks, so that 
she doesn’t have to be a trailer for 
| Miss Piaf. Her gown could stand 
some gayer cuts than the plain 
black frock worn at show caught. 
In short, she should think along 
lines of Lily France rather than 
anyone else. Jose. 








Eckstine To Austin 
Austin, Tex., Feb. 24. 
Billy Eckstine will appear here 
at the Doris Miller auditorium on 
March 21. With Eckstine will be 
vocalist Ruth Brown and Count 
Basie orch. 





peeling but her bevy of “American | 


Mitt action | , 


accents each measure with ,eXag- | ny Davis-June Taylor ideas in con- 
His “Don’t Let | tinued fresh manner, paced by the 
Im- | song-dance work of Doug Rodgers. 


CIRO’S 
This swank spot, in former years 
_ loser, has been in the winners 
circle consistently this season. Boff 
biz came with stay of Jimmy Du- 


| rante, plussed by click of the Red 


Caps & Damita Jo in the adjoining 


| Cub Lounge to keep the tills filled 


; from 
| received, he 


nightly. Advent of Nat (King) Cole 
with Joel Grey should keep the 
status quo; it’s Cole’s first appear- 
ance on the nitery scene here, and 
manner in which he was 
measures up to as 
potent a personality in person as 
on records. 

Opening night aud had to wait 
until midnight for his appearance; 
a delay enroute from California 
caused him to miss first show. They 


| Waited, however, and reception at 


long | 


is jamming ‘em into the Casino for | 


| Working on a 


walk-on through begoff tune 
Marvelous,” after 45 minutes of 
socko song and rhythm selling, 
marked him one of the hottest 
“new” faces to play the Miamis. 
raised piano piat- 
form, with trio of bass, guitar and 
bongo, he pulled out all the stops, 
with reaction mounting into con- 
tinued demands for clicks he 
introed on wax. Delivery is easy, 
assured and showmanly with move- 
ment from piano to center-stage 
mike smoothly achieved. Person- 
able approach creates an air of 
intimacy 4o point where he gets 
listeners to join him in some of 
the more familiar numbers. Builds 
to his newest recording, “Pretend,” 
then comes back for five encores. 

Joel Grey is playing a return 
date here and again stamps himself 
as an upcomer in the biz. Youngs- 
ter doesn’t waste any time in 
waggery, hitting with first song- 
special “Hello” to win attention 
quickly. His miming talents are 
showcased in well-versed takeoff 


“Too 


{on Billy Daniels with own break- 


ins for o:her carbonings on well 
knowns. Satirical bit is his “Do 
You Remember” which stresses 
youth and contemporary figures. 
Routine could stand strenghiening 
in lyric build. Through it all he 
flashes talent for terps with leaps* 
and spins used as breaks in rouwtin- 
ings. Tops with version of “Rom- 
ania” to hearty payoff. 

Galli Galli and his slick magico 
work set well with  ringsiders. 
Brings two patrons on stage for 
his sequence with the chicks ap- 


pearing from everywhere to round 
out fast and interesting stint. The 
Foursome hold over with their 
song-dance arrangments to make 


for a zingy teecoff act. 


BEACHCOMBER 


This big place, in the doldrums 
since the Schuyler brothers leased 
to Ed Fielding, Philly steel man, 
has finally come up with a package 
that fills the room for both shows 
to rack up first money-earning 
nights in two years. 

Booking of Will Mastin Trio with 
Sammy Davis, Jr., again points up 
potency of acts not seen in this 
sector before. They're in at $6,000 
per week, almost double their 





taining the quality of her model at | 


exudes a gay and catchy spirit and | 


phere. Her high keyed “L’Accor- | pic 4 


the voice gets a harsh quality which | Lai 


traverses “La Vie en Rose” which | 


her. Her best is a Corsican lament | 


«Date Will Dee Carce steand dandes mesa in 


previous top. This is another factor 
in the competition around the bid- 
| ding which builds big payoffs for 
| the talent that operators think can 
| fill their spot, 

Davis and his partners wham 
them to send them out talking. The 
lad is a standout. with as varied an 
| assortment of hoofery. songology 
|and carbonings as 
around. 

The heel-and-toe 


any talent 
sequences with 
ather and uncle build to the 
| spoofing of TV, pic and cafe toppers 


|with incisive vocal takeoffs on 
ne, Torme, Sinatra, Eckstine, 
|Cole and finally Lanza for the 


|rouser. His Jerry Lewis impresh 
|is standout and ditio for his Johnny 
| Ray role. It amounted to an ova- 
ition with Davis coming back for 
'a humble “ihank you.” 

There’s stout support in added 
attraction Gene Baylos. Guy is a 
locai favorite and comes back with 
his rambling route on Catskill 
characters, the ad libs with ring 
siders to maintain high laugh 
average. It’s loosely knit with 
some of the stuff strictly for th 
in-the-know crowd. 

Bob Savage is a handsome song- 
ster with a frenetic, over-dramatie 
Style that doesn’t jibe with some 
of the ballado he essays. Intense 
delivery proves more distracting 
than interesting to negate any big 
return for his work. Wynn Seeley 
tees off matters with some trim 
hee] and toe work. Wally Wanger 
dancers handle two filler assign- 

adequate 
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VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full er split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner; 


(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY | Nip Nelson 


Music Halli (1) 25 
Nirska 
Stecher & Horowitz 
George Sawtelle 
Artie James 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 

Palace (R) 22 
Danny Kaye Rev 
Peiro Bros 
Marquis 
Fran Warren 
Darvas & Julia 
Dunhills 
Jo Lombardi Orc 
Paramount (P) 25 
Joni James 





Eileen Barton 
CLEARWATER 
Capito! (L) 26 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
FT. MYERS 
Arcade (P) 3 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
LAKELAND 
Polk (P) 27 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
MIAMI 
Olympic (P) 25 

Villenaves 

Joe Sodja 

George De Witt 
De Castro Sis 
Anthony Dexter Co 


Dave Barry SOUTH BEND 
Lewis & Van Palace (P) 21 
Johnny Leng Orc Beb Hope Rev * 
Roxy (i) 23 ST. PETERSBURG 
Ice Colorama Florida (P) 28 only 
BARTOW Asylum of Horrors 
Ritz (P) 2 only WASHINGTON 
Asylum of Horrors Capitel (Ll) 2% 
CHICAGO Dagmar 
Chicago (P) 27 Marty May 
Toy & Wing T & F Valiett 
Larry Logan Ricky Salo 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Wim De Jong 
Tiveli (¥) 23 Jacques Carteux 
Tommy Trinder Jimmy Elder 
Jim Gerald Jee Whitehouse 


Harry Moreny 
Gloria Dawn 
Toni Lamond 
Babs Mackinnon 
Joe Lee 
George Pearson 
Lioyd Martin 
Elizabeth Kent 
Gus Brox & Myrna 
Frank Cleary 
De Paulls 
Tivoli Ballet 
Boy Singers 
SYDNEY 
Tivoli (T) 23 
Armand Perren 





Cissy Trenholm 
Terry Scanion 


BRISBANE 
His Majestys (T) 23 
Daresco 3 
Lewe & Ladd 
Rotonds 
Bert Duke 3 
Guy Nelson 
Prof Olge 
Renita Kramer 
Bow 


na 

Norman Vaughan 
Carl Ames 

Sonya Corbeau 
Betty Prentice 


Fayes 3 Alice Ray 
Pat Gregory Show Girls 
Chribi N 
Marika -Saary Boy D & Singers 
Phillip Tappin Baliet 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL Clarkson Rose 
Palace (i) 23 M Woodward & M 
Wondertones Cc r 
Dandy Bros Lacy 
Marcia Owen HACKNEY 
P Butterworth Co Empire (S) 23 
Terry O'Neill Anne Shelton 
Tosca de Lac Alfred Marks 
Larentys Skyliners 
2 pollos Dickie Henderson 
M M Mills E Granadas & Peter 
BRIGHTON Furres 
Hi rome (M) 23/| Jack Muldoon 3 
Merle & Marie N & B Bridges 


—— Dors 

ex Roper & Pat 
dio Reveliers 

Krandon & Karna 

Max Bacon 

Ancaster 

Stan Sennett 

Authors & Swinson 

BRIXTON 





Eleanor 3 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 23 
Dane Duvals 

Hylda ker 
Lee Lawrence 
2 Brockways 
Bonar Colleano 
3 Rethiems 





5 Smith Bros 
Pepinos Circus 
Peter Cavangh 
Jenny Hayes 





LEICESTER 
—- (Ss) 23 


Leon Cortez 
ony Gressetto & 


Joan Edwards 
S & D Stevens 
Tarzan & Ponge 
Bayers Dogs 
PORTSMCUTH 
Royal (mM) 23 
Lester Fergeson 
J & B Moxham 
Janet Brown 
Joan & Ernest 
3 Kelroys 
Peston, Palmer 


ust 

6 Roy-Belles 

SHEPHERDS BUSH 
pire (S) 23 


Poupee 3 
WOOD GREEN 

Empire (S$) 23 
G H Elliott 
Betty Driver 
Robert Harbin 
Maniey & Austin 
Barry 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bandbox 
Harry James Ore 
Bircane 
Machito 
lim Gaillard 
ud Powell 
Bive Angel 
Alice Pearce 
Mark Lawrence 
Rose Murphy 
Felicia Saunders 
Bart Howard 
Bive Note 
Nancy Steele 
Vicki Carvul 
Herb Corey 
Joe Benjamin 
Ronnie Selby 3 
Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Alice Ghostley 
G Wood 


Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Kirkwood & 


Helen Txmone 

M Durso Ore 

Frank Marti Ore 

Chateau Madrid 

Alfredo Sadel 

Felo & Bruno 

F Alonso Ore 

Al Castellanos Ore 

Chico 

Perla Marini 

DeLeon & Graciella 

C & G Galvan 

Alvarde de la Cruz 

Carles Camacho 

Enrique Vizcaina 
Embers 

Barbara Carroll 


ec! Edison 
flenry Jerome Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Sid Krofft 


Cellin & Leeman 
Adrian Rollim — A 
Hotel Fierre 





Lucienne Boyer 
Stanley Melba Ore 


' 
Rell Ore 
Hotel Piaza 
Carl Brisson 
Hoctor & Byrd 
Dick La Salle Ore 
Monte Continentals 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Jack Fina Orch 
Hotel St. Regis 


} Juliana Larson 
} Milt Shaw orc 


' 





Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Sitatier 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel Sherry 
Netherland 
James Symington 
Hugo Peacll Orc 
Hotel Tat? 
Vincent Lope? Ore 
Hotel Viarwick 

Jan August 
Naomi Stevens 
Lee Carrolt 
Larve 
Joanne Gilbert 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Cy Walters 
Pepito z Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Beatrice Kay 
Trio Bassi 
Murphy Sisiers 
Piroska 
Carl Conway 
Dagenham Pipers 
Joan Artus 
Midge Minor 
Art Wane: Ore 
La Vie en Rose 
Dorothy Dandridge 
Alan Dean 


Eddie Davis 
Bobby Ramsen 
Arge & Fay 
Paul Judson 


Le Ruben Bieuv 
Marsh zen 
Toppers 
Susan Johnson 
Penny Malone 
Norman Paris 
Julius Monk 


Algiers Hotel 
Margaret Phelan 
Buddy Walker 
Joe Delilah 
Tony & Renea 
Mal Malkin Orc 

Hote 


Bill Jordan 
David Elliot 
Guy Rennie 
Jessie Elliott 


Bea 
Will Mastin 3 
Sammy Davis 
Bob Savage 
Milt Fields Orc 
Wally Wanger Girls 
Gene Baylos 
Wynn Seeley 

Biltmore-Terrace 

Jacques Peals 
Frank Stanley Orc 

Brook Club 
Charlie Farrell 
University 4 
Mickey Roselle 
Deeva 
June Gardner 

Casablanca Hotel 

Jackie Miles 
Maya Orc ~— 
Elaine Brent 


Celebrity Club 


Peter Lind 
Mary Healy 
Joy Skylar 
Mavis Mims 
Tony Lopez Orc 

Selma Marlowe Line 
Arne —- Trie 

r ul 


o's 
Nat King Cole 
Joel Grey 
Galli Galli 
Red Caps 
Damita Jo 
Dave Tyler Orc 
The Treniers (7) 
Colby’s Cove 
Cannon & Harmon 
Nicholas Grymes 
Cork Club 
Jo Thompson 
Eugene Smith 
Eddie Snyder 
Delano Hotel 
Michel Rosenberg 
Melino Trio 


Sam Gyson 
Bobby Escoto Ore 
Baro & Rogers 
Lao & Minerva 
Freddy Calo Orc 
Five O’clock 
Martha Raye 
Jackie Kannon 
Kirby Stones 
Ted Wells 4 
Len Dawson Orc 
Frolic Club 
Kathie McCoy 
Den Charles Ore 
Hatem Club 
Bobby Barton 
Princess Tara 
Camile Stevens 
Lee Taylor 
Ginger Marsh 
Galety Ciub 
Zorita 
Honey Lee Walker 
Flash Lane 
Marie Stowe 
Gaiety Girls 
Jonmnea Hotel 
Dee Darling 
Tony Matas 
Ran 


dum 
Kenilworth 
Jack Cavallaro Ore 
Al Lozito 
Ruth Palmer 
George Chatirton 





Latin Quarter 
Joe E Lewis 


Ne. 1 Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 


| Sadie Banks 


Carolyn Carpenter 

Larry Marvin 

Joe LaPorte Ore 

D’Aquila Orc 

Park Sheraton 

j Irving Fields Trio 

Town & Country 

Rita Moss 

Jay Marshall 

Patsy Abbott 

Chesterfields 

Johnny Morris Orc 
Twe Guitars 

Sigi Ahern 

Eh Spivak 

Misha Usdanoff 

Kostya Poliansky 


Love” 
Patricia Bright 
Jean Bradley 
Glenn Burris 
Ann Cardall 
Jim Hawthorne 
Ann Shields 
Cabots 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Ore 
| Villsge Sern 
Ernest Sarracino 
Ted Huston Ore 
Cedrone & Russell 
H & P Muller 
Jack Wallace 
Penny Nickels 
B & D Post 
Village Vanguard 
Irwin Corey 
Pat Carroll 
Sylvia Syms 
Clarence Williams 
Trie 
Watdorf-Asto:ia 
Nat Brandwynne 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Anne Jeffreys 
Robert Sterling 
Wive! 
Sal Nebie 
Bob Lee 











MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Guilda 

Charlivel Trio 
Carma & Yaki 
Janine Grenet 
Charlee Ballet 
Lucien, Bob & 


Astor 
Nejla Ates 
Mons Choppy 
Medels 


Ralph Young 
Gloria LeRoy 
Jose Cortez Orc 
LaRue 
Leo Reisman Orc 
L’‘Aigion 
Chuy Reyes Ore 
Emile Petti Ore 
Leon Eddie's 
Babe Baker Revue 
— Barton 


Juan Luis & 
Eleanor 
Perry Bruce 
Aeres O’Reilly 
Ralph Gilbert 
Don Charles Ore 
Lombardy Hotei 
Babs Ware 
Pedro Orc 
Enrica & Novello 
Henry Taylor 
Lord Tarleton 
Michael Selker Orc 
Jeanne Moore 
Lou Collins 
Harvey Grant 
Allan Drake 
The Goofers 
veateyen . t 
yan Lounge 
The Calypsoans 
Martinique Hotel 
Manolo & Ethel 


Deauville 

Vocalions 3 

Nautilus Hotel 
Jan Murray 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Freddy Calo Ore 
Joe Harnell 

Paddock Club 
Jimmy Day 
Miss Memphis 
Peggy Saunders 
nie Bell Orc 
Parker 
Patty Lee 

Riviera 

Edith Piaf 
Harry Mimo 
Amon Bros 
June Taylor Line 
Herman Chittison 3 
Herbie Fields Orc 
Walter Nye Orc 
Sans Souci Hotei 
Dick Shawn 
Frank Lynn 
Sacasas Ore 
Ann Herman Ders 

Saxony Hote! 
ie Chavales de 


pana 

Pupi Campo Ore 

Trini Reyes 

Bernie Mayerson 
Ore 


Julie Romero 

Val Olman Ore 

Tano & Dee 
Shore Club 


3 Peppers 
Magrretones 
Novotones 
San Marino Hote! 
Phil Brite 
Palmer Dancers 
Quintones 
Serrento 

Charles & Samara 
Mare Kahn 
Alan Kole Orc 

Tony Pastor's 


Ray 
Sheila Sheen 
Jose Enriguez 








Jackie Cole Elisa Jayne 
The Mithens Frank Linale Ore 
Vagabonds Club Eleanor Guipo 

| Vaga ( Versailles Hotel 
| Maria Neglia Jack Kerr 
'Condos & Brandow !' Nino Rinaldi 3 

j 

| CHICAGO 

Biack Orchid Dennis & Darlene 
{ Josh White Buddy Rust 

| Berit Sherman Ollie Cla 

Wally Griffin Boulevar-Dears (6) 

Bive Ange! 


Bob Arbogast 





} 


| Jeanne 


i Colstons (2) 








Frankie Masters 
Or 


c 
Edgewater Beach 
Quintetto Allegro 6 


Pete Robinson 
Marilynn Lovell 


Lucille Reed Boliano Ivanko (4) 
Johnny Frigo Bob Kirk Orc 
Dick Marx page od _ 
Mary Meade 
wun ae Paree Robert Maxwell 
ee J & J Belmont 
Johnny Raven B DeVove & B 
Consolo & Melba arenes 


Johnny Martin 
Chez Adorables (8) 
Brian Farnon Orc 
Conrad Wilton Hot’! 
Sook & 
Teddy Roman 


Claire Leonard 

M Abbott Ders (8) 

Emil Coleman Orc 
Vine Gardens 

Joey Bishop 

Gloria Brooks 

Madelyn Wallace 


Michael Carrington Ders (4) 
Ken Bailey Pancho Orc 
Deadenders ROCKFORD 
Jack Rose Palace (i) 6-8 


Margaret Naylor 
Bill Jordan 
Herman Maricich 
Dick Peterson 
Dick Salter 


The Lancasters (2) 
Two Ton Baker 
Savina 

Jack Durand 

fone to fill 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotei 
Harry Belafonte 
The Paycees () 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Bar of Music 
Arthur Blake 





Stan Kramer 
Bill Woods 
Irene King 
Tito Valdez 
Gene Bari Trio 
Hal Derwin Orc 


: “ Cafe Gala 
+ ty Bercy Bobby Short 
Boh Jacobs eoveety, Aseer 

Stella roo 

Eddie Bradford Ore Dick Hazard Trio 
8 Gray's Bandbox Cire’s 
Billy Gray Al Martino 
Patti Moore The Szonys 
Ben Lessy Dick Stabile Orc 


Four Pipers 
Larry Greene Trio 
Biltmore Hotel 
Sportsmen (4) 

Marvels (6) 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Bobby Ramos Orc 
Mocambe 
Harry Richman 
Eddie Oliver Orc 
Joe Castro Quartet 





Desert Inn Sahara 
Mitzi Green L Melchior & Co 
Rudy Vallee Sa-Harem Dncrs 
Donn Arden Dneers| Cee Davidson Orc 
George Milan Sands 
a a. Ore | Nanette Fabray 
Joe Cappo Dominique 
Burton's Birds Frank Fontaine 
Sari nec yy 
- opa Gir 

Oo Ore Ray Sinatra Ore 
Kay Starr Silver Slipper 
Lancers Johnny Matson 
Herb Flemington Kalantan 
Flamingo Starlets Hank Henry 


Beau Jesters 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 


Torris Brand Orc 
Last Frontier 


; Sparky Kaye 
Janis Paige Jo-Ann Malone 
Buddy Rogers Bill Willard 
Ben Wrigley ar ’ 
Jokers Mareh Gates Hllyd 

woh alominos 
a Geo Redman Orc 
Bob Millar Ore Thunderbird 

El Rancho Joyce Bryant 

Billy Daniels Mickey Deems 
Benny Payne Bob Copsey Dncers 
Bianchi Mosca Co | Barney Rawlings 


El Rancho Girls 
Bob Ellis Ore 


K Duffy Dansations 
Al Jahns Orc 


HAVANA 


Casine Nacional Sans Souci 
Hermanos Palau | Mercedes Valdes 
Havana Cuban Boys | Gloria Wilson 

Montmartre Xiomara Alfaro 


Rocio & Antonio 
Phil Spitalny Orc Tropicana 
Clark Brothers 


Chiquita & Johnson 
Capella & Patricia | A Gloria & Rolando 
Ballet Montmartre 


Zoraida Marrero 
Serenata Espanola Jose LeMatt 
Celia Cruz 


Miguel A Ortiz 


TV Comedy 


Continued from page 1 Seam 


that no new comedians are develop- 
ing is only partly true, claiming 
that a number of comics who came 
to the fore via radio and other 
media have won their own tele- 
shows, but as soon as they achieved 
larger budgets and _ sponsorship, 
“tightening censorship stepped in 
and cut out the quality that had 
made them funny—satire and 
humor based on reality. The num- 
ber of these geldings turned out to 
barren pastures on quiz and panel 
shows is growing steadily. 

“The only outstanding new comic 
success in recent years is a team 
which has avoided censor trouble 
by appealing strictly to the eye in- 
stead of the mind. They are prob- 
ably the best furniture-breakers 
and seltzer-squirters in the bBusi- 
ness, but continued artistic devel- 
opment along these narrow lines 
is difficult.” 


"Godfrey's 5 


Continued from page 1 


Friends” in fourth place, the Toni- 
sponsored half-hour in seventh 
place; and the Pillsbury alternat- 
ing-week sponsored “Godfrey & 
Friends” in ninth place. 
Nielsen Top 10 follows: 
I Love Lucy (CBS)...... 71.7 
Talent Scouts (CBS).... 64.5 
MiltonsBerle (NBC)..... 58.0 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 57.8 
Colgate Comedy (NBC).. 52.2 
Dragnet (NBC) 49.1 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 48.2 
GM Motorama (CBS).... 47.9 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 46.6 
Show of Shows (NBC).. 45.7 



























365 Clab. S. F. 
kudos. Routine is fast and a. pomts 
daring and is solid, traditional 
vaude appeal. 

Paul Gilbert in payoff spot turns 
in a hep, happy routine of hoke 
and song which builds for a bell- 
ringer as it goes along. Gilbert is 
personable and has a sure sense of 
comedy. His “Fugue For Tinhorns” 
is particularly punchy and leaves 





| customers in a good mood for his | 


| chatter 


solid. 
| Finale is another emsemble to- 
do, in good taste classic Greek cos- 
ltuming, which is on par_ with 
opener. Ted. 


close which is likewise 





| Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 23. 

Norman Brooks, Dominique, The 
Caribbeans (3), Wally Wanger 
Line (8), Charlie Wolke Orch 
(8), Zarde Bros. Orch (4); $2.50 
beverage minimum, $3 minimum 
Fri.-Sat. 





Booked on the strength of satu- 
ration ride of his initial platter, 
“Hello, Sunshine,” by local dee- 
jays, Norman Brooks, youthful 
Canadian “facsimile” of Al Jol- 
son, is proving the surprise of the 
Latin Quarter season. He’s luring 
near capacity biz and ringsiders 
refuse to let him off until he’s in- 
cluded a tpourri of Jolie hits. 
This, plus insertion of half a dozen 
songs, including his “Sunshine” 
trademark, and Gallic treatment of 
“La Vie en Rose” and “C’est Si 
Bon” add up to a lengthy sesh, but 
judging from frantic customer re- 
sponse at show caught, he could 
have stayed on balance of evening. 

Brooks is a neat appearing 
youngster, and once he’s acquired 
the necessary buildup and show- 
manship veneer, should do okay 
along the bistro belt. 

Surrounding bill is especially 
staunch, taking off to jet-propelled 
start with slick Caribbeans, two 
guys and a femme, whose sesh of 
fancy Latino stepping scores 
strongly. Dominique, youthful and 
personable French pickpocket, 
wows with his agility and adept- 
ness at snatching wristwatches, 
neckties, suspenders, etc., from 
ringsiders and stooges lured on- 
stage, interweaving sesh with run- 


of undershirt and _ shirt, 
order, to heavy salvo. 


Charlie Wolke’s band furnishes 


in that 


three production numbers. 
splits customer terpology 
Zarde Bros. combo. 


Wolke 
with 
lie. 


Edgewater Beach, Chi 
(MARINE ROOM) 
Chicago, Feb. 20. 
Quintetto Allegro, Boliana Ivan- 
ko Four, Dorothy Hild Sextet, Bob 
Kirk Orch (11); $1.55 cover. 








Producer Dorothy Hild has gone 
off the beaten track in packaging 
the current display at this north 
side hotel. While the Quintetto 
Allegro have their sparkling mo- 
ments and the Boliana ivanko Four 
impress with their finely tooled 
acro turn, the overall layout lacks 
the big flash to lift it from the 
Satisfactory to the exciting class. 

‘The Italian Quintetto Allegro, 
with their versatile instrumental 
doubling and general hijinks, have 
the basic stuff for strong offbeat 
appeal. But because of some loose 
routining and neglected editing 
their opening show roundelay just 
missed jelling into really _ top- 
drawer fare. 

The gents are all first-rate music- 
makers and they grab more atten- 
tion with their straight numbers 
than with their comic treatments. 
They dull the climax by slotting 
their best bit midway—a tricky han- 
dling of “The Passing of the Regi- 
ment,” complete with drum ruffles 
and bugle tooting. It rightly wins 
a big mitt. 

The Boliana Ivanko Four, three 
husky males and a highly pliable 
laSs, get rather brief exposure but 
score heftily with their whirlwind 
adagio. 

The Hild dancers open and close 
the proceedings with a couple of 





{ 
{ 
| 
’ 





lush production projects which. 
per usual, Bo over big with the 
room’s family trade. Affair is back- 
stopped neatly by Bob — band. 
ave, 


Hotel Jefferson. St. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 20. 
Benzell, Leon Leonardi, 
Havrid Orch (7); $1-1.50 


Mimi 
Hal 
cover. 





Except for two short assists from 
the orch, Miss Benzell has the dis- 
tinction of being the first enter- 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 50 


tainer to be single-billed in this 
class spot since the Hilton man- 
agement took over more than a 
year ago. The brunet chanteuse 
a looker, amply fills the bill. F 

Session warms up when Hal 
Havrid baritones “Everybody” 
Loves That Hadacol” for a neat 
mitt and the orch’s pianist, Dick 
Pfister, follows with “Tico Tico” 
for ditto reception. 

The coloratura soprano, wearing 
an eye-filling pink ballerina stvie 
gown and who exudes plenty of 
personality, has the customers on 
|her side from the teeoff with her 
|interp of SEl Relicario” and “La 
| Vie En Rose.” Her “Sempre Lib- 
|}era” aria from “Traviata” is a 
| heavy sock and cops a resounding 
}reward. After appropriating a 
glass of water irom a ringsider, 
| Miss Benzell continues with “Kiss 
;Me Again.” In her next, “Don't 
{Come In, Sir, Please,” she takes 
|a portable mike among the ring- 
|siders and thrushes part of the 
| ditty with her cheek touching that 
of a customer. The diners eat it 
|; Up. 
| Her repertoire winds with the 
1953 version of “Lo, Hear The 
Gentle Lark” as compared with 
the manner in which Jenny Lind 
introduced the ditty in the U. §S 
in 1850. Leon Leonardi, Miss 
Benzell’s accomp,’ and Havrid's 
lads do a good job in supporting 
the headliner. Sahu. 


Pitt Combine Leases 
Fort Pitt Hostelry 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

Lou Ross, Earl Turner and 
Chester Devoe, former partners 
here in the old Hollywood Show 
Bar downtown, head a syndicate 
which has just taken over manage- 
ment of the Fort Pitt Hotel in the 
Golden Triangle. The 800-room inn 
was leased by the Lebis Hotel Corp. 
to the Richford Hotel Corp. of 
Rochester, N. Y., in 1951 for a 
| period of 15 years and the Ross- 
Turner-Devoe combine has taken 
over the remaining years of the 
deal. 

They sold Hollywood Show Bar 
shortly after war’s end to another 
group which operates it now as the 











ning chatter. Winds yockful stint | Carnival Lounge. Since then, Ross, 
| by divesting male customer ‘stooge | Turner and Devoe have been run- 


ining a barbecue restaurant which 
they will hang on to. Of the three, 
only Ross will be active in the 


backgrounding for acts and Wally | Fort Pitt’s affairs, with Jack Ab- 
Wanger girls, who give out with/| bott named resident manager. , 





A.C. 500 Club Reopens 
With Frances Faye 


Atlantic City, Feb. 24. 

Shuttered for past two months, 
Paul D’Amato’s 500 Club, com- 
pletely refurbished, opened Fri- 
day afternoon (20) with Frances 
Faye the top attraction. D'Amato 
plans no change of policy. 

Renovations included a new kit- 
chen and service bar plus interior 
decorating. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 24. 

Thomas L. Hamn, of Mello-Larks 
Quartet, planed to Gotham on 
business trip concerning future 
bookings for his act. Bob Smith, 
of that combo, is tops with the 
progress here. 

Helene (WB) Baugh, Milford 
(IATSE) Brown, Catherine Broday 
and Sam (RKO) Kelly all clicked 
via a nifty clinic report that upped 
them for meals. 

Robert Vinicello, with Metro 
publicity, in from N. Y. and is now 
doing a rest stint. . 

Bob Hall, N. Y. theatre techni- 
cian, in and out of the general 
hospital after mastering a major 
operation. 

Charles Hillyer, Florida Coast 
Paramount Theatres, planed to 
Jacksonville to attend the funeral 
of his grandfather. He is skedded 
for surgery on his return. 

Norma (WB) Lattimore and 
Helen (WB) Vick joining the am- 
bulatory gang. 

Virgipia Ferraro, Loew's, Mt. 
Vernon Theatre cashier, received 
her first real o.k. clinic report that 
rated her limited privileges. Ditto 
Jackie Fondran, assistant manager 

Murray (& Burns) Kissen in an 
out of general hospital after mas- 
tering the bronchial operation. 

Mary Coleman, ex-cashier © 
Lyric Theatre, N. Y., back from a 
10-day furlough that she spent on 
Broadway. She recently joined the 
ambulatory gang. a 
of Riverside Theatre, Clevelan, 
flashing a top report on the come~ 








back progress. 
(Write to those whe are ill). 
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Is the Bard's Face Red! 


Washington, Feb. 24. 


Moscow, which never overlooks a chance to plug the Commy 
Party line, has now found a way to tie it to Shakespeare, reports 


the Library of Congress. 


Library has translated notations which 


appear on two of the printed catalog cards of Shakespeare's plays, 
at the Lenin State Library, in Moscow. 


The card for “Hamlet” includes the following, notation: 


“At the 


center of the tragedy is the complicated, contradictory figure of 
the thinker and humanist, Hamlet, all of whose imaginings about 
justice and humanity are shattered as a result of his conflict with 
a society where greed, treachery, toadyism and flattery prevail, 
and where the oppressor’s wrong, the law’s delay, the insolence of 


office are the rule. 


In ‘Hamlet,’ the dramatist depicts the struggle 


of the progressive people of his time against the representatives 
of the governing classes, cruel and egotistic plunderers, ready for 
any crime for the sake of personal gain.” 

Card for “Romeo and Juliet” includes the following notations: 
“In spite of the death of the protagonists, in conflict with the bru- 
tal social environment, Shakespeare’s tragedy rings with vital op- 
timism. The dramatist succeeds in portraying the triumph of a 
lofty and powerful human feeling over the deadening customs of 


feudalism. 








Olney Barn-Dropping Out of Bigtime; | 
Catholic U. (Fr. Hartke) May Move In 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
Olney Theatre, which built a 
name in recent years as one of 


the best-known stops on the straw- 
hat circuit for star name touring 
plays, will probably drop out of the 
summer bigtime this year—if, in- 
deed, it operates at all. 

Basically, it is the victim of the 


+ 


mounting overhead involved in the | 
scramble for talent and plays with | 
drawing power, although that isn’t | 
|; Avenue. Gould, who has acquired 
Evelyn Freyman, one of the di- 


the immediate reason. 


rectors of the theatre since it re- 


opened after World War II, who} 


had expected to operate it alone 
this summer, is completely out. 
She withdrew because of inability 
to meet higher rental terms asked 
for the property by C. Y. Stevens, 
who has also been a silent partner 
in the operation of Olney. Stevens 


claims the higher rental is justified | 


by his large investment 
property. Mrs. Freyman 
that the overhead of bigtime sum- 
mer theatre is now so high that it 
would not be sound business to 
pay higher rental on the Olney 
plant. 

Stevens is now offering Olney to 
Father Gilbert V. Hartke, head of 

(Continued on page 58) 


Chautauqua Circuit To 
Get Dramatization Of 





‘Last Supper’ Next Fall. 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Next big platform presentation 
slated to be produced on the Coast 
will be “The Last Supper,” which 
vet producer Henry Duffy will 
send on the road in the fall. Pro- 
duction, based on a script by Ra- 
mon Romero, involves a cast of 
14 persons and a 20-voice Negro 
choir. 

Duffy plans to book the presen- 
tation along the revived Chautau- 
qua Circuit, getting a guarantee 
against percentage in college audi- 
toriums and smalltown theatres. In 


larger cities, he’ll rent houses on | 


a four-walls_ basis, _ presenting 
“Last Supper” himself. It will be 
billed as ‘a dramatization of the 
most significant gathering in his- 
tory.” 

Production expense hasn't been 
figured completely yet, but Duffy 
estimates that the intricate light- 
ing system involving six portable 
light boards will cost around $25,- 
000, Rita Gover is now at work on 
the light pattern, which will cre- 
ate a stained glass window effect 
for a background. No sets will be 
used. : 

“The Last Supper” now is 
slated for a mid-October bow at 
the War Memorial Opera House, 
San Francisco, with Portland and 
Seattle dates to follow before start- 
ing a trek through Texas and 
Oklahoma. 


Chevalier Set for Film, 





Working on Operetta 


Glasgow, Feb. 17. 

Maurice Chevalier, who was here 
at ' King’s Theatre for a week’s 
stint, said he’s te make a film in 
London next May. Titled “New 
Year’s Eve,” it will be lensed for 
Anatole de Grunwald. 

Now 62, Chevalier is working on 
a Viennese-style operetta with his 
pianist, Fred Freed. Latter is com- 
posing the music to the lyrics of 
Chevalier, 


in the) 
retorts | 











| 





Map Showboat Project 
For Frisco Bay Area 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
Barney Gould, active in profes- 
sional and amateur theatre activity 
in the Bay area for some years, 
plans a Showboat Theatre project 
banking the lower end of Van Ness 


the historic Fort Sutter, an oldtime 
Sacramento River boat off of Aqua- 
tic Park, pians to convert the ship 








‘Caine’ Play May Hinge 


On Wouk’s Adaptation 


Paul Gregory’s plans for a stage | 
production of the court-martial se | 
quence from “Caine Mutiny” hinge | 


on a satisfactory adaptation of nov- 
elist Herman Wouk. Contrary to 
popular impression, such a drama- 
tization would be a major task, 
Gregory believes. 

Although 
seller finds the trial sequence of 
the book dramatic anid self-sustain- 
ing, Gregory feels that it would 
not stand up without the earlier 
establishment of characters and 
background. He and Charles Laugh- 
ton, who directed Gregory’s pyro- 
ductions of “Don Juan in Hell,” 
adapted-directed his current “John 


| Brown’s Body” and would presum- 


| ably 


stage “Mutiny,” figure that 
it would be a tricky job to inject 
the necessary character dimension 
and background into the Woe 


novel. 


into a combination showboat and} 


cafe. 


Citizens’ protests have swamped | 


city officials since Gould docked | 


his ship last Tuesday (17) on four- 
and-a-half feet of sand, but it’s 


believed that the craft will be per-, 


mitted to remain. 


Unorthodox ‘Hour’ 
Skedding Pays Off 


Producer Kermit Bloomgarden, 
who specializes in unorthodox play- 
ing schedules for his shows for 
holiday weeks, came up with an- 
other one this week for his current 
revival of “Children’s Hour,” at 
the Coronet, N. Y. 





Gregory’s option on “‘Mutiny” is 
for a year and a half, but he thinks 
that unless Wouk himself is will- 
ing to do the dramatization there 
would be little use trying to pro- 
duce it for the stage. He savs that 
only Wouk knows and understands 
the characters and situation of the 
book. But there may be a question 
whether Wouk, who has had spec- 
tacular success as a novelist, would 


be willing to devote many months | 


to work on a dramatization on spec- 
ulation. 

The author’s only play, “The 
Traitor,” was a failure on Broad- 
way four years ago, although it re- 
ceived generally favorable notices 


Here’s a Switch; Actress 
Defends Critics on Plays; 
‘Complex Factors’ Decide 


Schenectady, Feb.* 24. 
Power of New York critics to 





make or break a play was debated | 


by Norris Houghton and Mildred 
Dunnock on the Skidmore College 
“Open Forum” over WGY, Sche- 
nectady, last week. Houghton, 
playwright-director and associate 


|editor of Theatre Arts magazine, 


And as has hap- | 


P P } 
ened several times with other pro- | 


ductions in past seasons, the varia- 
tion has apparently paid off in 
boosted receipts. 


“Children” started the week with 
matinee and evening performances 
Sunday (22), both well attended. It 
played a special matinee Monday 
(23), the actual legal holiday, when 
Broadway was jammed with enter- 
tainment-seeking visitors and vir- 


tually all shows sold out. There was | 


no performance that evening, when 
business took the traditional holi- 
day-night slump. No performance 
was played afternoon or evening 
yesterday (Tues.) and the regular 
matinee has been dropped for to- 
day (Wed.), but there will be a 
performance tonight. 


Traditional performance sched- 
ule for Bloomgarden’s other cur- 
rent production, “The Crucible,” 
at the Martin Beck, N. Y., was not 





altered, as the play opened only a | 
few weeks ago and is still on Thea- | 


tre Guild subscription. 


B’way Eyed for Coast 





insisted that reviewers wield such 
influence. Actress argued that they 
do not. 

Houghton, associated with “Billy 
Budd” on Broadway last season, 
said that “in 99 cases out of 100” 
the critics are correct in their ver- 
dict, but that when they split—as 
they did with “Billy Budd”—the 
theatregoing audience accepts the 
negative opinion. Houghton pointed 
out that “a unanimous verdict is 
exceptional.” 

The Big Three 
A play, to succeed in New York, 


/“must please three critics, Atkin- 


| Herald Tribune, and Chapman of | 
declared Houghton. | 


son of The Times, Kerr of the 
the News,” 


“This is not necessarily because 


they are the best critics, although | 
they may be, but because their pa- | 


pers have the largest circulations.” 

He thought that “critics are more 
apt to be drama reporters than 
critics. Their first obligation is to 
the public, their readers. Properly, 
the critic should interpret the the- 
atre to the public, rather than the 
public to the theatre.” 
notable exceptions of smashes, 


(Continued on page 58) 





CONDENSED ‘HAMLET’ 


STILL CRISP ON DISKS 


Condensed one-hour version of 
Shakespeare’s ‘“‘Hamlet,” which the 
Theatre Guild on the Air presented 
in 1951, was recorded and is now 


| being issued by RCA Victor in a 


two-LP album. The condensation, 


rearrangement and omissions may 


Kirsten ‘Waltz’ Revival 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 
Edwin Lester has signed Met 


| Opera star Dorothy Kirsten for a 


cated version has substantial 
|merits, especially in the crisp, 
dramatic pace director Homer. 


revival of “The Great Waltz,” as | 


a possible Broadway entry next 
season. Operetta will play four 
weeks here and four weeks in 
San Francisco under the auspices 
of the Civic Light Opera Assn. 
Coast reaction will determine 
whether Lester will take the show 
t. New York. 

Milton Lazarus will update the 
Moss Hart libretto and Robert 
Wright and George Forrest are 
penning special lyrits for Miss 
Kirsten. Sig Arno has been set to 
recreate his role as Hirsh, man- 
ager of Johann Strauss. Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold will adapt 
and supervise the score. 


annoy the purists, who would pre- 
fer the tragedy to be recorded 
straight and in full. But this trun- 


Fickett has given it, its generally 
good diction, 
formances of John Gielgud as Ham- 


‘let and Pamela Brown as Queen 


jgood suppoxt. 


‘eral and flat as Ophelia. 


Gertrude. 

Gielgud’s poetic, impassioned 
reading of his lines makes a highly | 
effective figure of the troubled 
prince, while Miss Brown is no less | 
impressive as the guilty queen. | 
Dorothy McGuire is somewhat lit-| 
Barry 
Kroeger, as the King; George 
Howe, as Polonius; Richard Leech, 
as Laertes, and John Merivale, 
doubling as Horatio and narrator, 
filling in the deleted sections, offer 
Bron. 


readers of the best- | 


The two. 


and the fine per- | 


'Bway Theatre Shortage’ Evaporates: 





Webster Arriving in U.S. 


David Webster, prez of the Co- 
vent Garden Trust, due in today 
(Wed.) from London to finalize de- 
tails of next season’s U. S. tour 
of the Sadler's Welles Ballet. 
eriory of the tour is to be definitely 
set, as one of main reasons for the 
visit. 

Sol Hurok, impresario who's han- 
dling the U. S. tour, has postponed 
his European trip as result of Web- 
ster’s arrival. 





Ginger’ Hot 
For Road Trail 


“Time Out for Ginger,’ which is 
about to get into the black at the 
Lyceum, N.Y., is already booked 
for the road for next fall. Cur- 


Alexander comedy has only about 
$2:500 still to recoup of its ap- 
proximately $37,000 production 
cost. The show, presented by 
Shepard Traube and Gordon Pol- 
lock, in association with ‘Don Her- 
| shey, was financed at $50,000. 


Regardless of whether the play | 


| can stick through the summer or 

has to take a layoff, the tour is to 
open Sept. 28 for a full week in 
New Haven. Then show sovlits a 
, week between Springfield and 
Hartford, after which it 
fortnight in Washington, single 
weeks in Dayton, Columbus, Cin- 
cinnati and St. Louis. 

It lays off pre-Christmas week, 
then has single-week dates in Min- 
neapolis and Milwaukee before 
ovening Jan. 11, 1954, at the Har- 
ris, Chicago, for an extended en- 
gagement. If the Chicago run ex- 
tends into the summer, “Ginger” 
may either stick through the hot 
weather or may take a hiatus be- 
fore heading for the Coast and 
through the northwest and back 
through Canada and_ split-week 
stands for another season. But if 
the Chicago run is fairly brief, the 
comedy will be booked back east 
through Canada and wind up in 
Boston in the spring of 1954. 

Melvyn Douglas, the star, and 
all the key players in the cast are 
signed for the tour. 


‘BODY’ RUN LIMITED BY 
STARS’ FILM CONTRACTS 


| “John Brown’s Body,” scheduled 
for an eight-week engagement at 
the Century, N. Y., won't be ex- 
tended beyond that unless the box- 
office draw holds at almost solid 
/capacity, according to producer 
Paul Gregory. In any case, the 
Stephen Vincent Benet presenta- 
tion cannot continue beyond late 
spring. 

Tyrone Power, top-starred in the 
show, has a commitment with 20th- 
_Fox for one picture this summer 
/and must also make another to 





cover a subsequent commitment, if | 


| he is to be able to go on tour with 
the Gregory production next fall 


and winter, as he is under con-; 


tract to do. Judith Anderson, co- 
starred in the Benet piece, plans 
to vacation this summer, but Ray- 
mond Massey, the third costar, has 
'a film commitment. 


Kaufman to Serve As 
ATPAM Prez Till June 


Wolfe Kaufman, acting president 
of the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers since the re- 
cent death of Frank Smith, was 
elected to the post last week by the 
membership, to serve until the next 
regular general election June 6. 





tep- | 


rently in its 13th week, the Ronald | 


plays a} 


N.Y., Road Folderoos Relieve Jam 


+ The 


, “theatre shortage,”’ which 
| was the talk of Broadway legit 
| circles a few weeks ago, has prac- 

| tically evaporated. Folderoo of a 


To Seal Sadler’s Tour | curle of recent openings and one 


tryout, plus the abandonment of 
| another about to go into rehearsal, 
has relieved the jam to such an 
extent that there was no problem 
finding a suitable house for “Mis- 
alliance” on its moveover from the 
City Center. 

Fact that two theatre, currently 
used as radio studios, will be avail- 
able shortly for legit, is expected 
to be merely incidental, at least 
for the near future. Sudden dis- 
appearance of the “theatre short- 
|}age” was actually in the cards. 
| Dearth of houses is inevitable on 
| Broadway at certain rush periods 
| of the season and is invariably 
| brief. For most of the season 
| Broadway actually has more thea- 
tres than it needs, as indicated by 
the extended dark periods of many 
houses. 
| Quick flops of “Maggie” and 
“Emperor's Clothes” at the Nation- 
al and Barrymore, respectively, 
opened up those houses. So “Ca- 
mino Real” can now come into the 
former house as scheduled, with- 
out forcing ‘Maggie’ to shove 
some other show out elsewhere. 
Similarly, the fold of “Clothes” 
made the Barrymore available for 
the “‘Misalliance” transfer from the 
City Center. 

Another such loosening factor 
| was the tryout shuttering of “Cer- 
tain Joy,” which had been headed 
for the Playhouse, and would have 
|forced “Bernardine’ to vacate. 
| With the Mary Chase comedy wob- 
| bling along on slim receipts, the 


(Continued on page 5) 


U. S., British Equity Groups 
Acting ‘Foolish’; Sherek 
Urges Barrier Lifting 


London, Feb. 17. 

| Editor, VARIETY: 

First of all, let me say quite can- 
|} didly that both American Equity 
and British Equity are behaving ex- 
| tremely“ foolishly, particularly the 
latter. 

It is obvious to anyone above the 
age of adolescence, or even includ- 
ing it, that it is beneficial to actors 

,on both sides of the Atlantic that 
there should be no restriction on 
| artists appearing, willy-nilly, in 
}each other’s countries. Most particu. 
| larly, of course, the restrict’'ons im- 
| posed by the British Ministry of 
Labor, on advice from British Equi- 
| ty, are much worse for British art- 
| ists than for American actors. Brit- 
|ish Equity, in its love of trade 
|unionism, doesn't think encugh of 
| the fact that this country could 
| only exist through the importation 
| of dollars, and the export of an 
| actor is just as important as the 
| export of a Rolls Royce, providing 
j that as many actors are exported 
|}of equal value. I think we just 
| have enough. 

With the rate of exchange at 
| $2.80 to the pound, obviousiy the 
breaking down of all restrictions 
would cause more actors to be em- 
ployed in America than vice versa 
| because whereas the usual salary 
for a big star is 10% of the gross 
takings, in England this means 
| about $700 a week with a very big 
|success. A star actor getting the 
|same percentage in New York could 
| expect something like $2,500 as his 
j end of the stick. 
| A supporting actor here would 

normally get somewhere around 
| $165 weekly, whereas in America 
(Continued on page 58) 


Orr-Denham ‘Age’ Foldo 
Cost Its Backers $55,320 


“Be Your Age,” Mary Orr-Regi- 
nald Denham comedy produced on 
\Broadway recently by Alexander 








lregular election in June. 


Abe Enklewitz, acting vice presi- }. Cohen, Joseph Kipness and Mor- 
dent, was also retained in that spot | ris Bauer, involved a $55,320 loss. 
by the membership in the special The venture was financed at $50,- 
election. 000, plus $8,400 overcall. After 
Kaufman and Enklewitz were | withholding $224 for possible con- 
appointed pro-tem prez and v.p.|tingencies, $2,856 has been re- 
the previous week .by the union's | turned on the overcall. 
board of governors, following; Production cost of the show was 
Smith’s death. The special election $43,222, including $6,000 for the 
was held Thursday (19) at the reg-|strawhat tryout last summer at 
ular membership meeting. Nomi- | Skowhegan, Me. Philly tryout lost 
nations for officers and board m«™m- %6,.537 and the five-performance 
‘bers will be held next Aprilfo-the run at the 48th Street, N. Y¥. 
,; dropped another $5,561. 
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Plays Out of Town 


Camine Real 


New Haven. Feb. 236. 
Cheryl Crawford a e Hen 

b —« Gn association with Walt ’: 
“hrysier, Jr.) of drama in three acts 
Tennessee Williams. Features Ei Wal- 
lach, Jo Van Fieet, Joseph Ant ee 
Jennie Goldstein, a doo — bere 
Baxtey, Hare 5 ont ‘costumes, Lenvuel 


Scenery and _. 


Kazan. 


pace. Episodes fluctuate from wild 
excitement and revelry to tender 
eer, in ed manner. 
a “interest, a portion of the 
staging has the players working in 
the aisles in hectic sequences. 
Single setting covers considera- 
ble, territory extending, as it does, 
fronr a High upstage wall to a 
double apron effect that reaches 





i i Anna 
yers; assistant to director. . 
Sloat incidental music, Bernardo Se- 
gall, production associate. An onens 
Lawler. At Shubert, New Haven, Feb. | 
| ed — , ~~. sete ‘ Frank Silvera 
Survivor .. Guy Thomajan 


és Ava Bard 

- Henry Silva | 

‘ortune . ..Joseph Anthony | 
... Vivian Nathan 


Rosita 
Officer : 
Gentleman of Fortun 
La Madrecita sabe 


Rolando Vaidez 


gy Eli Wallach | 
i . eesteeeeer . . - « } 
rent Cleaner ses . Nehemiah hase 
2a Street Cleaner ...-_-- Fred Gute 
Abdullah ....---++eee+> Ernesto Gonzalez | 
A. Ratt rs Gan Mike Gazzo 
Loan Shark .....++++- Salem Ludwi 2} 
Baron Sy RRS David J. S.cwere 
BROWS 22. -ccccccccccces Ronne Aul 
2d Officer ....--s+++++ William Leonard 
Lady of Legend ...++--. Jo Vv — bes ei 
Lady Mulligan ....++++++-- Lucille Pa ‘on } 
Waiter ....- «-cseeeseeee: Page Johnsen 
Romantic Poet *7) Hurd Hatfield | 


javigator of F ’ i 
Plott of Fugtivo .....--- Martin Balsam 
Gretesque Mummer en A —_— 

-eeeeee a ‘ 3 
ee Women .. 2... joanna Vischer 


ustive eee 


t Woman 

on oe tnltigse cb.vetsoees Parker Wilson 
GYPSY —_.. . «see eeeeeeeees Jennie Goldsiein | 
Esmeralda .....sseee+::: Barbara Baxley | - 
Nursie ..e+--Salem Ludwig 
Eva cede whhebaes ...«. Mary Grey 
Nurses . Aza Bard, Ruth Volner 
Ancient Knight ...-- Hurd Hatfield 
Squire ...-Martin Balsam 





There will be considerable dis- | 


cussion as to the correct pronun- 
ciation of the new Tennessee Wil- 


liams play, “Camino Real.” There | 


will also be considerable discus- 
sion as to whether or not it merits 
inclusion in the pronounced suc- 
cess category. 

The fact that it is a severe men- 
tal challenge to an audience, in 
order to your from. its overall 
content the full import of the sub- 
stance placed there by its author, 
indicates that the ultimate recep- 
tion will be governed by the ratio 
of playgoers who look for stimula- 
tion rather than straight entertain- 
ment in their theatrical fare. 

That the play affords stimulation 
of the mental processes is unques- 
tioned. That it presently stresses 
that factor a bit too potently in 
laying its symbolism before an au- 
dience, also is unquestioned. 

Just as certain playgoers en- 
joyed the brutal overtones of Wil- 
liams’ “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
and missed the main threaa of 


Blanche’s mental ~ wneagee n> dl 
“Real” | 
various highlights without) por his usual custom, he’s sur-| 


will 
enjoy 
full appreciation of the underlying 
content. 

Staged as a series of vignets 
which segue from one to the next 
to the accompaniment of an- 
nouncement from a sort of ab- 
breviated narrator, the play mir- 
rors a group of predominately un- 
savory characters assembled in the 
square of an ostensibly Mexican 
town bordering on the desert. The 
motley crew includes the owner of 
the Class Hotel on one side of the 
square, the proprietor of a dive 
across the way, a gypsy fortune 
teller—madam and her daughter 
for hire, a penniless gentleman of 
fortune and his feminine love. an 
ex-champ pug, a romantic poet, 
and an assortment of loan sharks, 
bums, native dancers and hangers- 


certain onlookers at 


on. 
Weaving these characters in and 
out of his typewriter keys, Wil- 


liams comes up with a tale that | 


oscillates between many brackets 
of human behavior. There is the 
facet of giving up a treasured pos- 
session for something else and 
then not wanting that something 
else when we get it. There is the 
intense desire to flee from life's 
unpleasantries but not knowing: of 
a better place to go. There is the 
urge for illicit bodily contact and 
the sense of shame once that con- 
tact has been acquired. These and 
similar tangents point up Williams 
as a keen observer of what niakes 
people tick. 

Dialog hits an interesting range 
that goes from hep chatter to 
beautifully poetic lines. Inciden- 
tally, wordage is aimed directly at 
pew-holders from time to time for 
novel aside effect. 

Cast has given this complex 
script fine interpretation. 
ex-pug who cleared out on his wise 


when his fighting days were over, | 


rather than saddle her with an in- 
He Eli Wallach does an effective 
ob. 


oseph Anthony adds good thesp- 
ing as her romantic interest. Jen- 
nie Goldstein cashes in strongly as 


the gypsy and Barbara Baxley reg- | 
isters as her sexy daughter. Frank | 


Silvera makes an excellent hote! 
owner and Hurd Hatfield has a 
scene as the romantic poet. 


ine. 
= é large troupe does well, even | 


the bits. 
Director Elia Kazan has 


ithe play, 


Tony Vorno | 





As the} 


o Van Fleet lends tragic ap-' 
al to a consumptive role. and! 


out Anto* ‘the audience. Scene af- 


| fords exceptional latitude in play- 


ing area. There’s a stamp of qual- 


ity in the overall physical produc- | 
music functions ! 


tion. Incidental 
importantly in setting moods. 
Bone. 


My 3 Angels 
Hartford, Feb. 20. 


Saint Subber, 


For | 





Rita Allen and Archie | Pa. 
| Thomson presentation of comedy in three 


} 


acts by Sam and Bella Spewack. based on ' 


“La Cuisine des 


Henry Daniell. 


Directed by Jose Ferrer. 
Seenery by 


Boris Aronson; 
ford, Feb. 19, ’53; $4.20 top. 
Felix Ducotel 

| Amelie Ducotel 


ae Mathews, was 10 years before it saw its first | 
costumes, | production in its native Mexico. 
Lucinda Ballard. At New Parsons, Hart- | Hedgerow’s i 


Anges.” by | 


| Albert Husson. Stars Walter Slezak: fea-| by Rodolfo Usigli in 1937, but it 
{tures Jerome Cowan, 


Will Kuluva | Mounced as its first in the U. S. 
... Carmen Mathews! and also the first of his plays to 
Fang Chandler | he done in this country, although 


| 
} 


| 


Marie Louise Ducotel ..... 
Mme. Parole .......cces an McFarland 
SEER: sac os db Gébedbedees Walter Slezak 
po titre et Jerome Cowan | 
SE ica «sawing wake ee Darren McGavin | 
| Uncle Henri Trochard .... Henry Daniell 
Gat . sees ueabaceney 6 Robert Carroll 


| Lieutenant Eric Fleming 





When “My 3 Angels” nests at the 
, Morosco March 11 after a short 
out-of-town tryout flight, it will 
| roost there for quite some time. At 
|its New Parsons Theatre. preem 
| evidenced a dual personality—films 
and legit. It should do very well in 
; both communications media. Para- 
mount already has acquired film 
rights. 

“Angels” has all the b.o. ingre- 
| dients. It is topline in writing, act- 
jing, direction, etc. Opening night 
| showed the need for minor tighten- 
ing and rewriting, usual ailment 
with a new show. 

“Angels” is currently a success 
on the Paris boards under tag of 
“La Cuisine des Anges.” Show is 
reported tighter and more compact 
than the Paris version, although 
Sam and Bella Spewack have toned 
down the French farcical treai- 
ment. For Walter Slezak, it marks 
a return to the legit fold after sev- 
eral years as a filmster. : 

Comedy adds another feather to 
Jose Ferrer’s cap. He’s done a 
| masterful job in directing, success- 
fully bridging the skilled writing 
of the Spewacks to grade-A acting. 





rounded himself with a more than 
| adequate cast. 

| From opening to closing curtain, 
| the three-acter moves at a lively, 
|} healthy pace. Slightly overlong 
| first and third acts were on the 
| schedule for chopping and tighten- 
| ing 


“Angels” deals with the efforts | 


of an honest but fumbling French- 
man, who tries to run a general 
store in the prison cclony in French 
Guinea. He’s enriched with the 
love of his wife and daughter, but 
nothing else. 

Fate—-in the form of a hard- 
boiled, money-hungry, sly and un- 
scrupulous owner of the store— 
is about to beach the family. The 
nephew of moneybags turns out to 
be a caddish lover who is more in- 
terested in his uncle’s wealth than 
in his chick’s heart. 

Fate again—in the person of 
three convicts of the penal colony 
—takes a hand and thwaris im- 
pending injustice to both the 
Frenchman and his daughter. Heart 
of the play is a paradox wherein 
the three convicts—via the murder 
and swindle route—see that justice 
is done. 

Most of the show belongs to the 
portly Slezak. Vet actor offers a 
warm, tender rendition of a con- 
vict-swindler. His effective punch- 


ANTA-Monterey Fest Sets 
2d Annual Get-Together 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
Second annual ANTA-Monterey 
| Festival will be held in the Penin- 
sula city on two successive week- 
ends April 24-26, and May 1-3, ac- 
cording to F. Cowles Strickland. 
chairman of the Theatre Council 
Program Committee. 

The Monterey Special Event 
Committee will undertake full 
financial responsibility for the Fes- 
tival and the Theatre Council for 
| Northern California and Nevada 
| will select the program of produc- 
,tions to be presented by the 35 
member organizations. 
| ANTA-Monterey Festival last 
|year had a two-fold purpose; to 
acquaint theatregoers and partici- 
pants in the community theatre 
| movement on what was being done 











jig- | Outside their purlieus, and to at- 


here THursday night (19), comedy | 





| directorial job), 





sawed his individual scenes into an | tact attention to the beauties of | 


overall pattern that emphasizes 
wide variety at a consistently rapid 


the Monterey Peninsula as a po- 
j tential for summer vacat‘gns. 


lines, deftness of motion and little 
tricks of selling make his perform- 
ance a standout. 

His two convict pals, Jerome 
Cowan and Darren McGavin, also 
are solid in their roles. 

Will Kulava, as the father; Cer- 
men Mathews, as the mother; Joan 
Chandler, the daughter; Nan Mc- 
Farland, a credit-hungry customer, 
Henry Daniell, the skinflint; Robert 
Carroll, the caddish lover, and Eric 





Fleming, the handsome lieutenant, 
ali turn in noteworthy jobs. | 

Single French Guinea living | 
room set by Boris Aronson is bril- | 
liantly executed and a definite | 
asset. Eck. 





The Great Gesture 
° , : 

Philadelphia, Feb.21. | 

Hedgerow Theatre production of drama | 

in three acts by Rodolfo Usigli. Directed | 

by David Metcalf. Features — Metcalf, | 

Ronald Bishop, Miriam Phillips. At 

Hedgerow Thestre, Moylan-Rose Valley, 
Feb. 21, °53. 





| 





“The Great Gesture” was written 


i 
} 


performance is an- 


he’s an established playwright. 

There is considerable good writ-| 
ing in the piece, which seems to} 

ave been carefully (sometimes | 
over » methodically) documented, | 
and the Hedgerow Theatre group | 
as given it an overall creditable 
performance. “Gesture” concerns 
a frustrated Mexican college pro- 
fessor, Cesar Rubio, who, through 
an odd series of circumstances, 1s 
confused with # General Rubio, 
one of the so-called martyrs of 
Mexico’s social and _ industrial 
revolution of two decades ago. 
Finding himself a national hero 
and, at first, conscientiously be- 
lieving he knows the facts under- 
lying the revolution, he finally 
loses his perspective and, in the 
end. ruins himself and his beloved 
family who understand the real | 
facts. 

The. subject-matter will, of 
course, seem strange and faraway 
to American playgoers, and actu- 
ally “The Great Gesture” is right 
now just where it belongs—being 
presented by a first-class art the- 
atre group. Author Usigli must 
have enjoyed the performance 
here, especially the work of David 
Metcalf (who also does a sensitive 
Miriam Phillips 
and Ronald Bishop. Waters. 


I Found April 


Kenneth Banghart and Diana Green 
production of comedy in three acts by 
George Batson. Stars Constance Bennett. 
Staged by Luther Martin Kenett; setting, 
Robert O’Hearn: lighting, Klaus Holm; 
special music, Jay Chernis. At Court 
Square, Springfield, Mass., Feb. 19, °53; 
$3.60 top. 

Bella . 





.+.+-Louise Larabee 


J he. rrr John Baragrey | 
Tony Poole ......+.0+-- Herbert Evers 
Mrs. Ashley ........-- Helen Raymond 
Elsa Ashley .....,....Constance Bennett 
Phyllis Lundgren .....Marjorie Peterson 





One of the characters in this p'ay 
has a line, “He who hesitates, 
misses the boat.” It could be a 
subtitle, for “I Found April,” a 
modern comedy-farce on the so- 
phisticated side, sails unevenly 
through three acts of choppy dia- 
log and founders for want of some 
place to go. 

Under constant revision since it 
opened in Kansas City and St. 
Louis last spring, it still lacks a 
clear story line, and no amount 
of flip dialog, which brought guf- 
faws from first-nighters, can hide 
the fact that it adds up to little 
more than a series of amusing and 
not-so-amusing sketches. 

It gives Constance Bennett a 
chance to display an extensive, chic 
wardrobe in her role as a pianist- 
composer who got burned on one 
marriage and isn’t keen about try- 
ing again, despite two persistent, 
eligible suitors. 

_ A slow, ponderously conversa- 
tional first act with minus action 
could well send the less patient 
heading for the exits without ear- 
ing what happened next. Second 
act picks up, with more movement, 
and third concerns itself exclusive- 
ly with the hoary old gag on who- 
slept-in-t h i s-apartment-last-night- 
and-what-happened. 

Star is easy and assured. She 
made a good impression here, as 
did Helen Raymond as a perennially 
young dowager who goes looking 
for the April of her youth around 
every corner. Title derives from 
the bestseller by John Baragrey, 
who is supposed to know all about 
women, but has trouble snaring the 
one he wants. 

Baragrey makes a nice appear- 
ance, and gathers confidence as 
play moves along, if that's the 
word. Herbert Evers is handsome 
enough to be the film bobbysex 
rave he portrays, but diffidence in- 
dicates that he, like the play, isn’t 
too sure of what's going to happen 
next. 

Louise Larabee is crisp 
efficient as Girl Friday to 

(Continued on page 6) 





and | 
Miss 
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Plays on Broadway 


Pienie 


Theatre Guild and Joshua Logan pro- 
duction of comedy-drama in three acts 
(four scenes) by William sage. Features 
Ralph Meeker, Janice Rule, ggy Conk- 
lin, Eileen Heckart, Kim Stanley, Arthur 
O’Connell, Ruth McDevitt, Paul Newman. 
Directed by Logan; setting and lighting. 
Jo Mielziner; costumes, Mildred Trebor. 
At Music Box Theatre, N. Y., Feb. 19, 
53; $4.80 top ($6 Friday, Saturday nights; 


| $7.20 opening). 


Helen Pott® ....ccseceees> Ruth McDevitt 


Hal Carter ...csscecceees Ralph Meeker 
Millie Owens ....-eseeeee: m Stanley 
Bomber  .... .seseseseeecess Morris Miller 
Madge Owens ....eeceese: Janice Rule 
Flo Owens ce bccoccce ce eee Conklin 
Rosemary Sidney .....--- Eileen Heckart 
Alan Seymour. ....s.++«+: Paul Newman 
irma Kronkite ..-. Reta Shaw 


Christine Schoenwalder Elizabeth Wilson 
Howard Bevans ......Arthur O*Connell 





William Inge, whose “Come 
Back, Little Sheba” drew respect- 





ful attention in 1949-50, has full-| 


which the Theatre Guild and 
Joshua Logan have brought to the 
Music Box, N. Y., in a tasteful, 
moving production. It should have 
a substantial legit run and rates 
as potential film material. 


The outstanding qualities of 
“Picnic,” as of “Sheba,” are its 
truth and blend of humor and 
compassion, Just as Lola, the once- 
pretty heroine of the earlier play, 
was a shallow, pathetic character 
with an infinite capacity for love, 
so the two principal figures of 
“Picnic” are commonplace, helpless 
people whose instinctive need for 
each other precipitates an emo- 
tional explosion. Although they 
are not admirable, they are pitiful 
and undeniably sympathetic. 


Much the same is true of all the 
other characters in this amusing 
but tender, poigant comedy-drama, 
For just as the pretty older daugh- 
ter and the primitive, uncompre- 
hending former college football 
star are drawn to each other by 
their common sense of inadequacy, 
loneliness and inarticulateness, the 
others are mediocre but intensely 
human individuals with a sort of 
blind but admirable capacity for 
enduring their humdrum existence. 


Although it contains vigorous 
action, “Picnic” is what’s known 
in the trade as a “mood piece.” 
That is, it’s more concerned with 
atmosphere, situation and char- 
acter than with actual story. The 
locale is a small town in Kansas, 
where two adjacent households of 
women lead a routine existence. 
The arrival of a virile, misfit young 
ex-athlete ignites the romantic 
instincts of the feminine communi- 
ty, however, and by the time the 
emotional eruption has subsided, 
life has changed beyond recall for 
everyone involved. 

“Picnic” is a beautiful play and 
it is superlatively done. Co-prod- 
ucer Logan, who has also directed 
the show, has achieved an extra- 
ordinarily authentic flavor in the 
playing. Although occasional pas- 
sages lag somewhat, the general 
pace seems expressive and the key 
scenes are expertly pointed. 

The director has also gotten 
memorable performances from the 
individual players. For example, 
Ralph Meeker gives plausibility 
and dimension to the role of the 
crude young visitor. Without gloss- 
ing over the worthlessness and 
clumsy destructiveness of the 
character, he somehow brings out 
its futility and makes it sympa- 
thetic. 

As the local belle with a painful 
realization of her own limitations, 
Janice Rule gives a beautiful por- 
trayal of a subtle part. Her playing 
starts with deceptive simplicity but 
builds to a sensitive, affecting 
climax in the important scenes. 


Kim Stanley gives an emphatic 
performance in the rewarding role 
of an intelligent young tomboy 
jealous of her prettier but inher- 
ently less fortunate sister. Eileen 
Heckart offers a heartrending por- 
trayal of a schoolteacher terrified 
of old-aged spinsterhood. Peggy 
Conklin seems slightly uncomfor- 
table in the incompletely defined 
part of the worried mother of the 
two young girls, but she makes the 
character credible. 

In other featured parts, Arthur 
O’Connell is amusing but moving 
as a dazed bridegroom; Ruth Mc- 
Devitt is ingratiating as the neigh- 
bor who appreciates having a man 
around the house, and Paul New- 
man registers as an ineffectual local 
scion. Also Reta Shaw and Eliza- 
beth Wilson are realistic as profes- 
sion-conscious schoolteachers, and 
Morris Miller is properly obnoxi- 
ous as an impudent newspaper boy. 

Jo Mielziner’s single setting, 
comprising two drab frame houses 
and a sun-drenched plot of lawn, 
is brilliantly suggestive of seedy 
middleclass respectability and Mil- 
dred Trebor's costumes project 


; Smalltown mediocrity. 


“Pienic” is an obvious prospect 
for prize honors, and it should 
provide a boost for the careers of 
virtually everyone involved. For 


this is the kind of show that occa- 
sionally makes theatregoing an 
unforgettable experience, offering 
an intensity of emotional impact 
no other form of entertainment can 
appreach. Hobe, 





Misalliance 


N. Y. City Drama Co. productio 
comedy revival in three acts by Bornera 
Shaw. Stars Barry Jones, Tamara Geva 
Roddy McDowall, Richard Kiley, Dorothy 
Sancs; features Richard Purdy, Jan Far. 
rand, Jerome Kilty, William Redfield 
Staged by Cyril Ritchard. Set by John 
Boyt; costumes, Robert Fletcher; produc. 
tion supervisor, Lemuel Ayers. At City 
Center, N. Y., Feb. 18, °53; $3 top. 
Bentley Summerhays....Roddy McDowall 


Johnny Tarleton ...... William Redfield 
Hypatia Tarleton .......... Jan Farrand 
Mrs. Tarleton: .......++.+. Dorothy Sands 
Lord Summerhays ....... Richard Purdy 
| Mr. Tarleton .....sccsccees arry Jones 
PEPE ic avueuyeeeeaecvics Richard Kiley 
Bel «sss anaes cen dusumees Tamara Geva 
CHUMMOE cccvoccvesccceccces Jerome Kilt y 


| filled that promise with “Picnic,” | 


} 
' 





i 





Revival of Bernard Shaw’s rare- 
ly-done “Misalliance” (it was last 
presenied here professionally, at 
the Broadhurst Theatre, in 1917), 
comes as something of a surprise. 
Old-vintage comedy shows up with 


|.a lot of punch, humor and appeal. 


It many well prove a sleeper, with 
talk already spreading, even be- 
fore last Wednesday's (18) official 
preem, that it might be taken to 
Times Sq. proper for an extended 
run, beyond the fortnight skedded 
at the City Center. 

First act is slow, overlong and 
talky, but the next two acts go 
with a bang, as Shaw pokes his 
usual fun at marriage, the middle 
Class, aristocracy, morality and 
smug respectability. Story, a lit- 
tle reminiscent of “Man and Su- 
perman,” concerns the emanci- 
pated daughter of a rich, middle- 
class underwear manufacturer who 
is affianced to a puny young scion 
of the titled British aristocracy, 
and who spies another, likelier 
specimen and pursues him till she 
gets him. On this slim thread, 
Shaw weaves some amusing situa- 
tions and some hilarious bits, to 
make the comedy sparkle as if it 
were written yesterday instead of 
almost a half-century ago. 

Gifted direction and a prize cast 
are reasons for the revival's suc- 
cess. Cyril Ritchard has staged 
the comedy with a great deal of 
skill and style, and a perfectly- 
chosen ensemble of actors carries 
it over with gusto. Barry Jones is 
ehoice as the epigram-spouting, 
book-learned underwear’ tycoon 
not above a bit of philandering. 
Dorothy Sands, as his prosaic, 
bourgeois wife, and Jan Farrand, 
as the independent daughter, are 
excellent support. 

Roddy McDowall gives a fine im- 
personation of a spoiled young 
aristocrat; William Redfield is a 
gem as the stuffy son of the mer- 
chant-king; Richard Kiley is prop- 
erly pompous as the young sweil 
who must be proper; and Jerome 
Kilty is first-rate as a badgered 
clerk out to avenge the family 
honor. Tamara Geva, as an aerial- 
ist dropping out of the sky (from 
a plane) at the very end of the 
first act, gives the play the im- 
petus needed to roll on from there 
hilariously, with a gifted portray- 
al of a worldly-wise femme fatale. 
Richard Purdy, as a smooth noble- 
man, rounds out an ace cast. 

Robert Fletcher's costumes are 
eye-catching, while John Boyt's set 
of a terrace of a country home is a 
strong asset. Bron 


Maggie 

Franklin Gilbert & Jobn Fearnley pro- 
duction of musical in two acts (nine 
scenes). based on James M. Barrie's com- 
edy, “What Every Woman Knows,” with 
book by Hueh Thomas, music and lyrics 
by William Rey. Stars Betty Paul, Keith 
Andes, Odette Myrtil; features Bramwell 
Fletcher, Celia Lipton, John Hoyt, Frank 
Maxwell, James Broderick, Alicia Krug. 
Kathryn Lee, Mare Platt. Directed by 
Michael Gordon; scenery and costumes, 
Raoul Pene duBois; choreography. June 
Graham; additional dances staged by Paul 
Godkind; lighting. Peggy Clark; musical 
direction, Maurice Levine: orchestraticns, 
alker; dance arrangements, Dear 





Fuller; production ‘iate, Harry Zevin. 
cS a Laie Feb. 18, 53; $7.20 
op (39. opening). . 

Alick Wylie .......... Bramwell Fletcher 
James Wyle .........+. James Broderick 
David Wylie ...... eeeeee Frank Maxwell 
Maggie Wylie ...........+..- Betty Paul 
John Shand ........ eeee--- Keith Andes 


Prof. Dubois 22... 2.227 Henry Hamilton 
Mrs. Macl.aughlin ....... Jenny Lou Law 
Mme. Marstonne ......... Orette Myrtil 


Sybil Tenterdon ........... Celia Lipton 
WIRES sen eve cces eeeeee Gene Hollman 
VORIOD 6-0. san 0 0800000ees gee John Hoyt 
Shand (in ballet) 6 203225.: ‘+ Mare Platt 
Maggie (in ballet) ........+. Alicia Krug 
Sybil (in ballet) ...........- Kathryn Lee 
PUPOGUS: venddctes Gene Hollman, Henry 
Hamilton, Oran Osburn 

Cambaetel: va, voodsckss wee Paul Ukena 
Singers: Marion Lauer, Jan _Scotl 
Joanne Spiller. Gloria Van Dorpe. Rober 


Busch, J Ford, Henry Hamilton, Gene 
Hollmann. James E. McCracken, Oran 


Dancers: Adele : Gesbew. 
Jeanne Jones, Patti rkalits, Nata Lee. 
Ruby Ann Saber, J. Corky Geil. John 


George. Alan Howard David Nillo, Bob 
St. Clair, Keith Willis. 





Since practically everything els¢ 
on the shelf has been used, it was 
perhaps inevitable that someone 
would try to make a musical - 
“What Every Woman Knows. Bu 
it takes more than just a hook to 
(Continued on page 60) 
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Show Finances 


“CALL ME MADAM” 
(As of Feb. 14, °53) 
Original investment (including $25,000 overcall). 





} eerste ee eeees $225,000 
66508 5 ok Fa dea ods vines onseeee reeccceses | tee 
Profit on Broadway (Oct. 12, '50, to May 2, ’52)............ ee 573,412 
Profit on tour (May 5, ’52,-to date)......... Cc accccocccccces 224.179 
Distributed profit tq date .......... Covcccecceccccccacccccs 242,875 
Bonds and deposits ............ beastenabne peecadneses eee 25,820 
I ea tars OE Cds Gage Wiig soles 45) 6050 05 h4a%% vac ‘ waend< 23,896 





“POINT OF NO RETURN” 
(As of Feb. 7, °53) 
Original investment (including $25,000 overcall) ..... eebees » $125,000 
Wn. WG Nik és dedi ie da. a's a 


Py Me iew eee ee ++» 124,000 
Profit on Broadway (Dec. 13, '51, to Nov. 22, 52)...... veeves 54,760 | 
Profit om tour (Nov. 24, 52, to date).......c..ccccccccccce » 3,771 


POMINTI BOGE BO GOED oon cic ccccsivccvccsccicccccecsss » 30,000 
Bonds and deposits 


Len akkahtubkinesddds eects . 15,300 
COM PONTO week s seve cccreccccccccccccccevcecceecetonse 10,900 
IN Eo Gold ate cee aks aus vou e awa ‘ 3,231 





“WISH YOU WERE HERE” 


(As of Jan. 24, °53) 
Original investment (including $50,000 overcall) ............ $300,000 
Capital returned 
Production cost 
Gross for last four weeks 
Pe ee es PN Fo 6a hs oc knee cocscetebcencciwins 
Total profit (June 25, '52, to date) 
Bonds and deposits 
Cash reserve 


18,000 
es SCS GMe 06054065550 98 b400 DORMER ORE CORO 8 ‘ 20,000 


Inside Stuft—Legit 


Backers of “Can-Can,” the Cy Feuer-Ernest H. Martin production 
of the Cole Porter-Abe Burrows musical, include Marjorie Thorsen 
Bernal, M-G story ed, $750; Ira Bruce Bernstein, Feuer-Martin casting 
director, $750; Rebecca Brownstein, Actors Equity attorney. $750: 
Joseph J. Cohn, Metro exec, $4,500; Phyllis Dukore, Feuer-Martin pro- 
duction assistant, $750; Armand S. Deutsch, Metro producer, $3,000; 
co-producer Feuer, $9,000; Anthony Brady Farrell, producer-theatre 
owner, $12,000; Arthur Freed, Metro producer, $6,000; Max Gordon, 
producer, $750; Helen Markel Herrmann, mag author, $750; Oscar 
Katz, CBS exec, $750; Mrs. Edward Kook, wife of the Century Lighting 
exec, $6,000; Alfred Levy, TV producer, $3,000; Julia E. Loesser, 
mother of songsmith Frank Loesser, $1,500; Louis A. Lotito, theatre 
exec, $6,000; Mrs. Jo Mielziner, wife of the scene designer, $6,000; co- 
producer Martin, $6,000; Ella MacKenna Friend Mielziner, mother of 
M-G exec Kenneth MacKenna and of Jo Mielziner, $750; Barron Polan, 
agent, $1,500; Manie Sacks, RCA Victor v.p., personally, $12,000; at- 
torney Morris M. Schrier, representing Music Corp. of America, $18,- 
000; producer Arthur Schwartz, $6,000; Shirley Eder Slotkin, ex-deejay- 
columnist, $750; Charles Vanda, TV exec, $1,500; Charles Vidor, pic 
director, $6,000; William H. Weintraub, ad agency topper, $6,000, and 
Paul Winkler, publisher of Paris Samedi Soir, $1,500. “Can-Can” is 
capitalized at $300,000. 
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Mavis Ray, who recreated Agnes de Mille’s original choreography | 


for the London edition of “Paint Your Wagon,” is understood to have 
accepted the assignment only after receiving an okay from Miss de 
Mille. According to word from London, Miss Ray was sought to pro- 
vide the dances for the Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe musical, but 
was reluctant to accept because reports in West End legit-terp circles 
were that Miss de Mille was not being paid a royalty for Jack Hylton’s 
British edition of the show, although her dances had been a hit in the 
original Broadway production. However, after arrangements had been 
made to pay Miss de Mille a royalty from the West End production, 
Miss Ray agreed to recreate the ballets for the show, with billing to 
that effect. Miss de Mille’s royalty is understood coming out of the 
authors’ percentage of Lerner and Loewe, who arranged the London 
deal with Hylton. 





“Emperor's Clothes,” George Tabori drama which folded Saturday 
(21) at the Ethel Barrymore, N. Y., was the subject of a couple of un- 
usual display ads during its brief run. First of the two was taken by 
producers Robert Whitehead and the Playwrights Co. a couple of days 
after the opening, to quote from some of the critics’ notices and “re- 
gretfully announce” the play's closing. It was explained that White- 
head, who reportedly proposed taking the ad, felt that the drama was 
too significant and impressive to be allowed to fold without a gesture. 
Also, he wanted to express the management's appreciation to the cast, 
which it felt gave the show a fine performance. Other display ad was 
taken last week by Alexander Paal, Hungarian-born indie film pro- 
ducer as a “personal contribution” for his friend, Tabori, the author. 
It was addressed to the “Clothes” ca-npany and stated, ‘Like everyone 
else, I cheered your wonderful play last night. Your show must go on.” 





While a $50,000 down payment is the binder to Charles K. Feldman's 
purchase of the screen rights to “7-Year Itch,” the author, George 
Axelrod, doesn’t want to start getting paid until Jan. 31, 1956, and there- 
after. That's the starting line for the film version's release, and Axel- 
rod has arranged for his 60% author’s share of the: $255,000 purchase 
price to be spread over three years from that date. Courtney Burr and 
Elliott Nugent, the producers, likewise are spreading their 40° slice 
over two years, but from now on. Irving P. Lazar agented the deal. 
Producer-director Billy Wilder is in on the Feldman package and will 
function ditto on the “Itch” film transmutation. 





Al Rosen, company manager of “The Country Girl,” told columnists 
last week in Pittsburgh, where the Clifford Cdets drama was playing at 
the Nixon, that he is dickering with Christine Jorgenson to tour for 
him next season with Rose La Rose, burlesque star, and Edmund Lowe 
in “Mary Had a Little.” This is the play Rosen had on the road sev- 
tral seasons ago for 92 weeks, and made»money on every stand. Lowe 
and Mary Brian co-starred in it then. Rosen said he had guaranteed 
Miss Jorgenson a sizable salary against a percentage, and had been 
assured by her reps that offer was being seriously considered. 








3 Fresh Works to Spark 
N.Y. City Opera Season 


Three works will be added to the 
repertory for the spring season of 
the N. Y. City Opera Co., at City 
Center, N. Y., March 19 through 
May 3. Org will offer Rossini’s 
“La Cenerentola,” Blitzstein’s “Re- 
gina” and Strauss’ “Die Fleder- 





maus” for the first time. “Regina,” 
done on Broadway a few seasons 
ago, will appear for the first time 
in any opera repertoire. 

Strauss’ “Der Rosenkavalier” and 
Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The Medi- 
um” are being revived after a few 
season’s absence. Season will open 
March 19 with a double-bill, Bar- 
tok’s “Bluebeard’s Castle” and 
Ravel’s “L’Heure Espagnole,” with 
Tullio Serafin conducting. 


This Guys’ Slipping! 

Herman Sartorius, a New 
York stockbroker and patron 
of the arts, is figured to be 
the No. 1 fan for “Porgy and 
Bess.” After attending the Dal- 
las premiere of the Bl€vins 
Davis-Robert Breen revival last 
summer, he was so enthusiastic 
that he also went to the show’s 
openings in Chicago, Washing- 
ton, .Vienna, Berlin, London, 
and lastly in Paris, making 
the various trips by plane. He 
has tickets for the Gershwin 
opera’s scheduled opening 
March 10 at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 

However, he missed the re- 
vival’s Pittsburgh opening last 
| summer. 








Metop Readies 
$1,350,000 Tour 


| The Metropolitan Opera has set 





tory. Tour will run seven weeks, 


ances to be given (as against last 
season's 565). 


cities in 15 states (two Canadian 
| cities included), and cover about 
| 7,500 miles. 

Gross may hit $1,350,000, with 
| the Met's share probably around 
| $1,005,000. (Last year, Met’s take 
| Was $936,000). The Met hopes to 
| make a 10° profit of out the tour, 
| but all the cost estimates, or even 
the top in various towns, aren't 
| known yet. All dates are guaranteed 
|at a higher minimum than last year, 
|with an $18,000 minimum a per 
|formance against a percentage. 
| With increased prices this season, 
| the Met can take in $18,000 a per- 
| formance in N. Y., so why tour for 
less, say execs. 

Touring costs have increased 
since last season. Railroading, 
which amounted to $150,000 in '52, 
will be about $165,000 this year. 
“Costs can’t go up much more,” 
says Met tour coordinator Francis 
Robinson, “or we'll have to stop 
touring altogether. Our profits are 
less and less.” 

Tour opens in Cleveland April 
13. Cleveland gets eight perform- 
ances; Boston, nine; Washington, 
four; Atlanta, four; Birmingham, 
two; Memphis, two; Dallas, four; 
Houston, two; Oklahoma City, one; 
|} Des Moines, one: Minneapolis, four; 
| Bloomington, Ind., two; Lafayette, 
| Ind., one; Rochester, N. Y., one; 
Montreal, four, and Toronto, seven. 
Toronto had only four shows last 
year. Top will run from $7.20, in 
some cities, to $12 in Washington. 
Toronto showings, at the 12,500- 
seat Maple Leaf Gardens, will be 
at $10 top. 


Laughton to Star in’53-'54 
B’way Play; No Readings 


Charles Laughton, adaptor-direc- 
tor of “John Brown's Body,” plans 
to star in a Broadway show next 
season. Neither Laughton nor Paul 
Gregory, who is to produce it, will 
reveal the play’s title, on the 
ground that the deal for the rights 
is not clinched. However, they say 
the show will be a conventional 
production with scenery and cos- 
tumes, rather than a barestage of- 
fering like “John Brown's Body” 
or last season's “Don Juan in Hell.” 

Meanwhile, Laughton is contin- 
uing his one-night of readings of 
the classics. For his weekly tele- 
vision series of similar readings. 
the star now has a supply of 100 
stanzas available for local sponsor- 
ship. With that backlog he will be 
able to go to England and the Con- 
tinent this summer for vacation 
and a few platform appearances, 
and feels free to plan the Broad- 
way legit stint for next fall. 


Camden Editor’s Drama 
Gets Local Jersey Bow 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

“Last Edition,” newspaper com- 
edy-drama in three acts by John 
P. Ramsay, asst. city editor of the 
Camden (N. J.) Courier-Post, had 
its premiere by the Playcrafters 
in nearby Merchantville, N. J., last 
Saturday (21). Play got good audi- 
ence reception. 

Mrs. Charles R. Cotton, Jr. of 
Merchantville, directed a cast of 
17. New York agent Frieda Fish- 
| bein is handling the play profes- 
sionally for Ramsay. 














But House May 


LEGITIMATE 57 
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‘5S. P.’ to Set Wilmington B. 0. Record 


Merely Break Even 





Coward Prepping $75 Top 


London, Feb. 24. 
If Danny Kaye’s forthcoming 
British film commitment permits. 
he will be one of the leading mem- 
| bers of a U. S. contingent at a spe- 
|cial midnight charity matinee at 





fore the Coronation. Event, which 
jis being held May 28, is being 
jointly arranged by the Actors Or- 
phanage and JNF Charitable Trust. 

Noel Coward, now vacationing 
in Jamaica, is seeking top Broad- 
way and Hollywood artists, and 
|hopes the bil) will include Frank 
| Sinatra, who will be on a British 
{concert tour at the time, and Fred 





300,000 | an extensive itinerary for its an- | Astaire. From the American col-| 
251,588 | nual spring tour, one of the most! ony currently in Britain, Wilbur} 
294,904 | impressive treks in its 68-year his- |Evans and his wife, Suzanna Fos- | 
55,779 | 
89,602 | same as last year, with 56 perform-} 


| ter, have agreed to appear. 
Big lineup of British theatrical. 


|names already set includes Cow-| 
It will take in 16/ard, Jack Buchanai, Peggy Ash-| 


leroft, John Gielgud, Laurence 
| Olivier, Vivien Leigh, Hermione 
Gingold, Kay Hammond, Anna 
|'Neagle, Diana Wynyard, Edith 
| Evans, Marika de Riviera and Rob- 
|ert Morley. Top admission tab will 


| be $75. Cheaper price seats at $3) 


| and $1.50 will be allocated by bal- 
| lot. 


‘Wrastling’ Check Fiasco 
Throws Hyams for Loss; 
-Plans It for Next Fall 


Pressagent Barry Hyams, who 
abruptly called off scheduled re- 
hearsals of Dorothy Monet's “The 
Wrastling and the Fall” last week 
when the major portion of the 
show's financing fell through, now 
figures to make his producer bow 
with the play next fall. 

He explains the monetary fiasco 
by saying that two checks for $18,- 
| 300 and $64,800, respectively, could 
| not be certified because of insuffi- 

cient funds. Both checks were 
| given him by the same individual, 
'a New Yorker active in realty deals 
'and an occasional backer of legit 
| shows some years ago, Hyams has 
been informed. 

“Wrastling” was budgeted at 
$90,000, including $15,000 for re- 
serve, and rehearsals were to have 
started last Wednesday (18), with 
Uta Hagen directing a cast includ- 
ing Robert Preston, Viveca Lind- 
fors, Joan Loring, Art Smith, Mi- 
chael Rasumny, Edna Thomas and 
Rod Steiger. Hyams now figures 
on starting again from scratch to 
finance the venture, and meanwhile 
is studying what action to take on 
the bounced checks. 








getting the required coin and actu- 
ally producing the Moret play, 
Hyams will sustain a severe finan- 
cial Ipss, as he has already spent 
considerable on the project. 


Lone Femme Gen. Mgr. 


Rose Goldstein, general manager 
for producer Jule Styne, is the 
only femme on Broadway with that 
status. Gertrude Macy, co-pro- 
ducer with Walter Starcke of “I 
Am a Camera,” has been personal 
and business manager for Kath- 
arine Cornell for some years, but 
has never had the general man- 
ager title. Opening of “Hazel 
Flagg” recently gave Miss Gold- 
stein two productions to handle, as 
she was already in charge of the 
revival of “Pal Joey,” also pre- 
sented by Styne in partnership 
with Anthony B. Farrell. 

Prior to becoming Styne’s g.m., 
Miss Goldstein was a production 
assistant on “Make a Wish,” pro- 
duced by Styne, Harry Rigby and 
Alexander H. Cohen. Before that 
she was on Sylvia Siegler’s staff 
for the Show-of-the-Month Club, 
after serving as production aide for 
Lee Sabinson and Anthony B. 
Farrell. 
with Alfred Bloomingdale, who has 
since left the business. 


Equity Shows 


(Feb. 23-Mar. 8) 











the London Palladium, week be-' 


Unless he ultimately succeeds in 


* Although “South Pacific” was a 
complete sellout a week ago for its 
forthcoming engagement March 9- 
14 at the Playhouse, Wilmington, 


Charity Show: Seeks Kaye |‘ theatre management is figuring 


}on just about-breaking even on the 
deal. Explanation is that, because 
of the spot’s limited capacity (1,223 
|seats, of which only 535 are on the 


| lower floor), the house has had to 
|give the show a stiff guarantee. 


| Playhouse has rarely played mu- 
| sical shows in previous seasons, but 
|recently grossed $28.000, a new 
|} house record, for a full week with 
|““Paint Your Wagon,” at $4.80 top 
Monday-Wednesday nights and 
1$5.40 for the final three nights. 
| That was almost capacity. For the 
| “South Pacific” stand the scale will 
| be the steepest in the house's his- 
jtory. with a top of $5.40 Monday- 
| Wednesday nights an $6 Thursday- 
Saturday nights. Management has 
also arranged to put in about 50-60 
chairs, so the gross for the engage- 
|} ment may reach nearly $40,000. 

| With only a single, small ad an- 
nouncing the “South Pacific” book- 
ing, the theatre was swamped with 
|mail orders and all six evenings 
|}were sold out at once. Saturday 
|matinee went clean a couple of 
| days later and the Wednesday aft- 
ernoon performance was entirely 
taken by the middle of last week. 
Mail has continued to pile in, how- 
ever, and the house management 
has had a problem about it. 

Even at a $40,000 gross, the du- 
Pont company, which owns and op- 
erates the Playhouse, figures on 
| just about coming out even on the 
| “South Pacific” engagement, since 
jit had to give unusually liberal 
terms to get the show. “South Pa- 
cific’ normally plays much larger 
theatres and auditoriums and on 
the conventional terms couldn't 
|pay expenses from its share of a 
| $40,000 gross. 
| The duPont firm is glad to get 
the show on such. a setup, how- 
ever, as it figures the Rodgers-Ham- 
merstein musical will be a prestige 
item for the house. Also, duPont 
operates the Playhouse at least 
partly as an employee-relations 
project, and company execs reason 
that “South Pacific” is a natural in 
such a campaign. 


'Off-B’way Springboard 
For Talent, Not Plays; 
Page, Ghostley Latest 


Off-Broadway theatre in New 
| York is ‘proving to be more of a 
| testing ground for new talent than 
|for new plays. Count on produc- 
tions brought up to Times Sq. from 
off-Broadway tryouts in the past 
few years is practically nil. How- 
ever, some of the talent showcased 
ivia these semi-pro offerings has 
come along in show biz, in a few 
instances rating as b.o. draws. 

Top off-Broadway graduate list 
currently represented in legit, 
films and niteries include Geral- 
dine Page, Walter (Jack) Palance, 
Alice Ghostley, Dorothy Greener 
and Kim _ Stanley. liss Page, 
most recent addition to the roster, 
drew sock notices last summer for 
|her role in the still-running Green- 
|wich Village production of “Sum- 
mer and Smoke,” which Ied to her 
current star billing ‘and just as 
sock professional notices) in the 
Broadway presentation of “Mid- 
Summer” (Vanderbilt). 

Palance was spotted off-Broad- 
way in “The Silver Tassie,” pre- 
sented in 1949 by the Interplayers 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. From there 
|he went on to a featured role in 
20th-Fox's “Panic in the Streets,” 
,and more recently has appeared 
{in support of Joan Crawford in 
| RKO's “Sudden Fear.” Latter role 
jtagged him for recent Academy 
| Award nomination in the best sup- 
| porting actor category. During 
| 1951 he had a featured part in the 
| Broadway preduction of “Darkness 
at Noon.” ° 
| Singer-comedienne Miss Ghost- 














Her first job in legit was | /¢%: currently appearing in “New 


Faces of 1952” at the Royale, N. Y., 
and alse doubling into the Bon 
Soir, Greenwich Village nitery, was 
spotted off-Broadway about three 
years ago in a revue labeled “Of 
Sugar and Spice,” presented at the 
Carl Fisher Hall. Show was writ- 





Finian’s Rainbew — Lenox Hill 
Playhouse, N. Y. 
H. S., Brdnx, N. Y. (6-7). 

Man and Superman — Bryant 
H. S., Queens, N. Y. (27-28). 


oe 





(25-1); DeWitt | panist, G. Wood. 


ten, produced and directed by her 
present nitery keyboard-accom- 


Another comedienne, Miss 


(Continued on page 58) 
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Legit 

With pressagent Art Levy ill last; 

week, producer Shepard 

subbed as advance man 

touring “Bell, Book and Candle.” . 

... Terry Fay, casting director for 
Whiteh 


producer Robert 
wife of the latter’s gene 


ager, Oscar Oleson, is an expectant | 


mother .. Marian 
pressagenting “Fifth Season” as 
sub for Bernard Simon, who 


planed Monday (23) to Arkansas, | 


where his father is seriously ill 
... Irving Ravetch, author of “Cer- 
tain Joy.” planed back to the 
Coast over the weekend after the 
play folded during its Philly try- 
out. The production involved a 
loss of about $53,000. 


Robert Breen, director and co- 
producer of “Porgy and ss,” 
may return to the U. S. ahead of 
the company, which closes _ its 
Paris stand Saturday (28) and is 
due March 10 at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 


- . . Michael Abbott and Bonnie | 


Alden, who have formed a legit 
production partnership, plan to 


start the enterprise with an inti-| 
“Before We Begin” | 


mate revue, 
. . - Pat Harris leaves tomorrow 
(Thurs.' for Hollywood to open an 
office of the Olga Lee-Harris- 
Draper talent agency. tying in 
with the William B. White office 
on the Coast. 


New York legit-TV actor Frank | 


Cassidy, appearing in a Dobbs 


Ferry (‘N. Y.) Players production |} 
of “See How They Run,” stumbled | 
and fell onstage last Sunday night | 
(22; and sustained several broken | 
ald Denenho'z is | 
subbing as pressagent, with Irvin | 
Dorfman, for “Love of Four Colo- | 
nels” and “Evening with Beatrice | 


ribs . . . Regin 


Lillie” this week and next while 


Nat Dorfman vacations in Florida, 


... Diana Lynn has replaced Dawn 
Addams in the upcoming “Horses 
in Midstream.” 


Willard Merrill, formerly sales 
rep of station WOOD-TV, Grand 
Rapids, has joined the Dobbs Ferry 
(N. Y.) Players as pressagent .. 
Leland Hayward, who tried re- 
cently to get a release from his 
$250,000 contract to produce a 
single-shot, two-hour tele program 
fo? Ford, but was nixed by the 
motor firm, returned last week 
from the Coast, where he was lin- 
ing up stars for the stanza. 

Kevin McCarthy and Richard 
Newton have succeeded British 
actors James Hanley and Felix 
Deebank in “Deep Blue Sea,” 
which goes on tour end of this 
week .. . Director and co-producer 
Jeshua Logan cut 10-15 minutes 
out of “Picnic” after last week’s 
smash opening .. . Susan Hight, a 
singer in “Two's Company,” takes 
over next week as Miss Sarah, the 
“mission doll” in .the Broadway 
production of “Guys and Dolls,” 
succeeding Isabel Bigley, who 
leaves for a leading part in “Me 
and Juliet,” the new Rodgers-Ham- 
merstein show. 


Ben Kornzweig, who has been 
associate to pressagent Ben Washer 
on “Deep Blue Sea” and the 
incoming “Camino Real,” has 
switched to Richard Maney and 
associate Frank Goodman in han- 
dling “Moon Is Blue,” “Children’s 
Hour,” “Dial M for Murder” and 
the incoming “Horses in Mid- 
stream.” Howard Newman will be 
ahead of “Deep Blue Sea” on tour 
... Cast of “Hazel Flagg” record- 
ed the musical over the weekend 
for RCA-Victor .. . Blair Walliser 


will partner with William L Kauf-| 
man and Eugene Paul in the pro-| 


duction of the John Fuller comedy, 


“Pink Elephant,” which Harry El-' 


lerbe will stage, with Arthur Can- 
tor the pressagent . 
ment of “On Borrowed Time” is 
giving a birthday party at Sardi’s 
today (Wed.) for Victor Moore, 
star of the revival, whose 76th 
birthday was yesterday (Tues.). 
Marshall Jamison is assistant di- 
rector on “Picnic,” with Joseph 
Curtis production assistant to di- 
rector and co-producer Joshua 
Logan, John Harvey assistant to 
scenic, designer Jo Mielziner, 
James Miller company manager, 
Lee Freedman pressagent, Abner 
Klipstein associate, Betty Lee Hunt 
press assistant, Alan Anderson 
production stage manager and 
Scott Jackson stage manager... 


Carol Levene, promotion and book- | not restricted, and therefore em-_| 


ing manager for the Straw Hat 
Theatre, is due in New York in 
mid-April to set up a_ strawhat 
tour for the Coast revue group. 
Former Broadway company man- 
ager Hal Wise, now a member of 
the faculty at the Avon (Conn.) 
Boys School, sustained a ruptured 
spleen in a recent auto crash near 
there .. . Carmen Capalbo is stage 
manager for the Emlyn Williams 
tour of Dickens readings . . . With 
Boyar due to be company 
manager for the Broadway engage- 
ment of the Blevins Davis-Robert 
Breen revival of “ and Bess,” 
Nat Parnes will stand in as house 
— @# the Vanderbilt, N. Y. 
*ee 


. . Manage-| 


Bits | 


closes 


com imanager Chandes Sweet 
weil tents for a European vacation. 


Max Allentuck, who was com- 
pany manager. of “Emperor's 
o * wil} have.a_ similar as 
: with “Missalliance” when 
it moves next week from the N. Y. 


Bleom continues as pressagent for 
the show, which will have a $4.80 
. 7e-P 
duction stage manager and Thoma- 


jan stage manager for “Camine | 


Real” .. . Producer Jack Segasture 
is due back on Broadway late in 
March after two years of Army 
service in Korea .. . Jack Potter 
has taken over aS company mana- 
ger of “Bernardine,” suceeding 
Morry Efron, who moves over for 
a similar stint with the touring 
\“Male Animal,” for which Joe 
Shea will be advance man. 
Teresa Wright and Victer Jory 


| are co-starring in a stock presenta- | 


tion of “Bell, Book and Candle, 
which opened last night (Tues.) at 
ithe Sombrero Playhouse, Phoen!x. 

Dougies Dick and Cora Wither- 
spoon are featured. ; 

Actress Virginia Card’s English 
adaptation of “Carmen” has been 
|\skedded by Jehn Kennedy and 
Paul Beisman, of the St. Louis 
Muny Opera, for the last week in 
July ... Andrew McKinley, tenor 
seen on Broadway in “The Consul” 
as the Magician, has been engaged 
by the Metropolitan Opera, and 
will make his debut as Prince 
Shuiski in “Boris Godunov” 
March 6. ‘ 

Barbara Cook, playing one of 
the principal roles in “Lady Be 
| Good,” which will open a three- 
week run tonight (Wed.) at the 
| Colonial Playhouse, Albany, had 
the ingenue lead in “Fiahooley” on 
Broadway last season. 











| Equity 








—_mmmm continued from page 55 


| he would be getting something like 
$700 weekly; therefore, of all peo- 
ple British Equity should be the 
| first not to restrict the importation 
of American actors—ending in the 
culminating idiocy of opposing the 
fine gesture made by Jose Ferrer 
in playing at the Old Vic for noth- 
ing, or rather giving his diminutive 
| salary of $126 a week to the Actors 
| Orphanage. 
No Harsh Treatment 

It is true that American Equity 





be employed for six months be- 


of course that he had to return to 
England, but since the fine field of 
radio and television has opened, 
any decent actor can easily find 
employment during these six 
months. (The Immigration Bureau 
has recently warned that aliens en- 
tering the U. S. under work per- 


employment other than specified in 
the permits, but no effort is made 
to enforce the rule and it is gener- 
ally ignored by visiting British ac- 
tors.—Ed.) 

I think, therefore, I have proved 
that the lifting of all restnictions 
would cause greater employment 
of British actors in New York than 





seem so, but in fact it never is, be- 
cause I am quite sure that Ameri- 
can actors have learned a lot from 
| fine British companies like John 
/Gielgud’s and the Oliviers, from 
| Alec Guinness in “The Cocktail 
| Party.” ete., and we on our side 
' have learned a lot from the star- 
| tling directing job done by Sam 
| Wanamaker in “Winter Journey,” 
| by Clifford Odets, which was called 
“The Country Girl” in America. 


| This has influenced direction in| 


ithis country quite considerably, 


| which is all for the good at the_ 


| English theatre. 
If actors of the top flight were 


ployed more in Anierica, I am sure 
| in the same way it would influence 
|}the American theatres in certain 
| facets of acting in which we excel, 
_and would therefore improve the 
| theatre. This would cause more 
| people to go to it, less New York 
| theatres to be sublet as TV studios, 
, and increase the number of plays 
going on the road. 
Years ago, the Musicians Union 
| here was very antagonistic to the 
| importation of American syncopat- 
| ed orchestras, but the visit of Paul 
Whiteman and his orchestra caused 
| terrific interest in this form of en- 


| these were, of course, Jack Hylton 
at the Henry Miller, N. Y¥../ and his orchestra. If Whiteman | 
_and his band had not come here, it | 
| would have taken years for English 
| bands to copy his methods, but his 
visit caused so many bands to be 
| formed that a fine new field of em- 
| ployment was found for British 
| musicians. 
Graham is City Center-to the Ethel Barry- | 
,more for a commercial -run. 


would not allow a British actor to | 


tween engagements, which meant | 


mits are forbidden from accepting | 


of American actors in London, and | 
‘it may be said that this would cause | 
more American actors to be unem- | 
ployed. Mathematically, this may | 


al f | pact of television, there has been 
soon as “Moon Is Blue‘ tertainment, and many bands were | less demand for theatre studios for 


formed because he showed us the 
great entertainment value there is 
to be had. Prominently among 





Restrictions applied by trade | 
unions do, taking the long view, | 
restrict employment in both coun- 
tries. We are all servants of the 


Seymour Milbert is pro- | public, and the better entertain- | 


ment we can give, the more cus- 
| tomers we shall have. Insularity 
| breeds contempt. 

Henry Sherek. 








| Olney 
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Catholic U.’s well-known School of | 
| Speech and Drama, one of the 
country’s top university schools of 
acting and playwriting. 

Father Hartke is preparing two} 
| Plans to lay before the authorities | 
| of Catholic U. Neither could be put 
|into operation without their ap-| 
| proval and support. 

Two Plans 


| Under the first, the school would 
take over Olney and run it as a} 
| demonstration theatre and school | 
|for summer students of the uni-| 
| versity. 

| Second would be to have the 
| place taken over by Players, Inc., 
|a non-profit touring stock troupe 
|composed of graduates of Father 
| Hartke’s department. They would 
| put on a full season of summer | 
| stock, seeking to bring in name 
| guest stars some weeks, and even- 
| tually to present original plays for 
| one-week stands to space out the 
| Broadway revivals. 

| In either instance, the Stevens 
| rental figure—which Mrs. Freyman 
| regards as too stiff—would have} 
to be met. Advantage of a Catholic | 
U. operation is that Olney would | 
operate on a much lower nut. Dis- | 
advantage is the question of how | 
well either Plan 1 or 2 would} 
draw. 


' 
Olney Theatre was built about) 
1938 by Stevens, onetime vaude-/| 
villian and now operator of a suc- 
cessful chain of dairy and ice-| 
cream stores. It is actually a con- 
verted barn. Shut down during | 
the war, it was leased after the! 
war by two radio announcers, Redg | 
Alien and Glen Taylor, who teamed | 
|up with Mrs. Freyman. 

When her partners later drop- | 
ped out, Mrs. Freyman took in} 
Dick Skinner for three seasons as 
co-producer and general manager. 
Last summer radio announcer Ken 
Banghart came in as co-producer, 
with Stevens always in the back- 
ground as silent partner. 


‘Shortage’ 
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| Playhouse is apparently a candi-' 
date to get one of the upcoming 
productions, perhaps the proposed 
revival of “Room Service” or per- 
|haps “Pink Elephant.” 

According to producer Paul 
Gregory, there is little likelihood 
of “John Brown's Body” extending 








| weeks, so the Century is presum- 
ably available this spring for a_ 
musical, perhaps “Carnival in 
Flanders,” if producers Paula! 
Stone and Mike Sloane don't work | 
out a deal for Edwin Lester to) 


summer. 
Questionable Bets 


Besides “Bernardine,” at least 
three other current straight plays | 
are questionable bets to continue 
| much longer, and there are at least 
two longrun musicals which may 
, not be able to hold on very long. 
| With “Me and Juliet,” the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical, due at the 
Majestic early in June, “South 
Pacific” will have to move else- 
where if it is to get through an- 
other summer. There has been 
speculation about it going into the 
Warner (formerly Strand), which 
would thus switch to legit for the 
booking. But that’s mere pipe- 
smoking at this early date. 

Reversion of the Avon and the 
Longacre to legit after many years 
as broadcasting studios apparently 
has more significance for the radio 
trade than legit. With interest in 
radio seemingly dwindling (at least 
in the larger cities) under the im- 











| without 


much heyond its announced eight! 


present the show on the Coast this | j/~ 





live-audience programs. Another 
factor appears to be the continuing 
move of program origination from 
New York to the Coast. 

In any case, CBS is discontinu- 
ing the use of the Avon, which it 
has called Playhouse No. 2, and 
is offering it for sale or lease, ef- 
fective March 1. Network is asking 
$465,000 for the property, but fig- 
ures that as an ‘alternative it could 
lease it for use as-an intimate 
legiter or filmery. Fact that the 
house seats only 740 is a limitation, 
but the location on West 45th St. 
next door to the Imperial is re- 
garded as an asset. 

Longacre, which Mutual is va- 
cating after using it for some years 


as a radio studio, is owned by the! 


Shuberts, who will now presumably 


,| try to book it as a legiter. But al- 


though its actual seating capacity. 
917, is larger than the Avon, part 
of this is second balcony, which 
nowadays is a drug on the market. 


' Another drawback of the Long- 


acre is its location on 48th Street, 
west (the wrong side) of Broadway. 


Rumors that NBC might be plan- 


ining to dispose of the Belasco or 


the Hudson, adjacent in 44th Street 
east of Broadway, are apparently 
without foundation. A matter of 
recurring speculation is how long 
the American. National Theatre & 
Academy will hold on to the ANTA 
Piayhouse, formerly Guiid Theatre, 
in West 52d St. The organization 
used 
ANTA Play Series, but is now let- 
ting it out at nominal rental to 
the American Academy of Dramat- 
ic Art. If and when the television 
studio situation alters, to revive the 
demand for theatres with back- 
stage facilities, it’s figured ANTA 
may try to unload the property. 


Switch 
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critics’ approval, are 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” and “Tobacco 
Road,” Houghton observed. The 
presence of stars does not assure 
success, he added,. citing failures 
in which Talullah Bankhead, 
Katharine Cornell, Helen Hayes 


|} and the Lunts appeared. 
Miss Dunnock gave a firm “No’ | 


to the question: “Do critics make 
or break a play?” She claimed that 
“complex factors’ make the deci- 


sion: the audience, producer, direc- | 


tor, selection of cast, designer, ad- 
mission price and other economics. 


‘Overcome By Price’ 


“Audiences understandably over- 
come by the price of theatre tick- 
ets and difficulties of transporta- 
tion have accepted the verdict of 
critics,” Miss Dunnock stated. The 
producer's attitude toward a play 
is important, while the director, by 
the right or wrong emphasis, can 
completely change its impact. Cast- 
ing of stars in roles for which they 
are not suited hurts, Miss Dunnock 


| continued. The designer also can 
| build up or tear down a work. 


Some plays are sold at too high 
a price, “King Lear” being men- 
tioned by Miss Dunnock as an out- 
standing example. It closed to 
“jammed balconies,” whose oc- 
cupants could not pay the $4.80 top 
asked. Houghton agreed with her 
that Broadway scales are too hign. 
He couldn't estimate the total of 
the New York legitimate-theatre 
audience, but felt certain the ex- 
periences with the Federal Theatre 
Project proved the potentials are 
far greater than the commercial 
Plays tap. ; 
_Bill Bradley moderated the ses- 
sion. 








Off-B’ 
-B’way 
¢ 
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Greener, who's playéd N. Y.’s Vil- 
lage Vanguard and is currently ap- 
pearing in the Times Square area 
at the recently-opened Blue Note 
nitery, was showcased a couple of 
years ago in the tyro revue, “Come 
What May,” at the Weidman Stu- 
dio, N. Y. Miss Stanley, an alum- 
nus of such off-Broadway produc- 
tions as “Yes Is For a Very Young 
Man,” “The Dog Beneath the 
Skin,” “Him” and “Too Many 
Thumbs,” all put on around ‘49, 
has featured billing in “Picnic,” 
opening on Broadway tomorrow 
(Thurs.). She also was featured 
last year in “The Chase” at the 
Playhouse, N. Y. 

Other off-Broadway grads busy 
in show biz include Nehimia Per- 
soff, Gene Saks, Margaret Feury, 
Bernard Kates, Elsa Freed; Geral- 
dine Hamburg, Rae Abruzzo and 
Galina Taiva. 


it for two seasons for the} 


‘Girl,’ With Touring Cast, 
May Return to Broadway 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

Management of “Country Gir|” 
at the Nixon here last week re. 
| vealed that the Clifford Odets 
| drama would return to Broadway 
}late in April, following conclusion 
| of its present tour, for a limited 
jengagement of four weeks, with 
| possibility of continuing beyond 
;that time if there is a demand, 
|Paula Stone and Michael Sloane, 
| producers of the road version, may 
| present it in conjunction with the 
| Theatre Guild as a bonus play for 
| subscribers. y 


| Although “Country Girl” had a 
| successful N. Y. run two seasons 
j}ago, the present company, which 
| Started out on the Coast last Ay- 
| gust, isan entirely new one, with 
| Nancy Kelly, Sidney Blackmer and 
| Dane Clark now in the roles that 
Uta Hagen, Paul Kelly and Stephen 
Hill played originally. Robert 
Young started out with the current 
cast but withdrew several weeks 
ago, and has since been replaced by 
Blackmer. : 


‘BELL, BOOK’ $19,600; 
‘STALAG’ $16,500, D.C. 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” scaled 
te a $4.20 top, drew $19,600 for 
its initial stanza at the National 
Theatre last week. “Stalag 17,” 
despite much better critical recep- 
tion than the Johnh van Druten 
| comedy, was able to do only $16.- 
| 500 at the Shubert, for the first of 
its two weeks here. 

“All Summer Long,” which has 
| been bought for Broadway, proved 
| the biggest grosser of the season 
| thus far in the small Arena Stage, 

town’s theatre-in-the-round. Dur- 
ing its five-week run here, it took 
in $15,041.50. Absolute capacity 
sale for the period would have 
| been $17,875. Play started slow 
| but built steadily, with the last 
two weeks sold out. 


Neat $30,200 
In Cleveland Stand 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 
Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn 
prodded their two-character do- 
| mestic comedy, “Fourposter,” into 
jan extra-neat $30,200 in eight per- 
formances at the Hanna last week. 
Film version preceded it only by 
a few weeks but the Cronyns’ ver- 
sion came out ahead in comparisons 
and biz. For next fortnight, the 
| 1,500-capacity Hanna goes dark. 
| 


— 


Man and Superman 
(LENOX HILL, N. Y.) 

At Lenox Hill Playhouse, N. Y. 
Equity Library Theatre has present- 
ed a speedy version of Shaw's 
“Man and Superman” that runs 
right over the wit of the original 
and gives nothing in compensation 
but some tired posturing. 

Director Neal Primce seems to 
_have done little in the way of en- 
| lightening the actors or the audi- 
;ence in the variety, humor and 
| poetry of the lines, which are all- 
| important in this devastating para- 

dox of the helpless Victorian fe- 
|male’s pursuit and capture of the 
| strong-willed male. 

| As the gruff reactionary, Roe- 
| buck Ramsden, John Armstrong is 
| the worst offender, being often un- 
intelligible. Henry Hart is not up 
to the central role of John Tanner, 
| which he plays with rapidity and a 
| flat, monotonous intonation. Irl. 
Mowery, as the weak Octavius, 
comes off best of the male prin- 
cipals, and Jerry Rockwood, as the 
cockney Straker, is an asset. Brad- 
ley Bransford and Don Draper are 
the older and younger Americans, 
respectively. 

On the distaff side, Shirley Gray- 
son is outstanding as the ‘‘super- 
woman” Ann Whitefield, bringing, 
grace, charm and understanding to 
this sprightly role, while Jeanne 
Shelby evokes quiet humor as her 
put-upon mother. As Violet, the 
maligned mother-to-be, Norma Lee 
Clark has style and appeal, as has 
Marjorie Milliard in the bit part 
of the maid. Justine Johnston 
seems to be miscast in the role of 
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necessary refinement to the part. 
Using props and cutouts, Robert 
Galster has created settings that 
are a real joy and have more style 
than the production. Jean Vaughan 
has handsomely costumed the ca 
in period trappings with just the 


mphasis. 
right touch of over-emp Tak, 





Miss Ramdsen, failing to bring the 
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B.0. Isnores Variable Chi Weather; 
Point’ Record $33,787; ‘Mme,’ $38,900 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Chicago legit boxoffice suffered 
last Week from a snowstorm Mon- 
day (16) and zero weather that fol- 
lowed. However, it picked up later 
in the week with the return of mild 
weather. As yet, Lenten period 
has not been felt. 

“Point of No Return” closed Sat- 
urday (21) at the Erlanger to make 
way for “The Shrike,” which 
opened yesterday (23) to good ad- 
vance. “Point,” for the second 
week in a row broke the Erlanger 

se record. 
sae Estimates for Last Week 

“Call Me Madam,” Shubert ‘ 5th 

wk) ($5; 2,100) (Stritch-Smith). 


vy $38,900. ; 
MN Dial M For Murder,” Harris 
(4th wk) ($4.40; 1,000) (Richard 
Greene). Excellent promotion cam- 
paign keeping this to bright 
$17,000. 

“point of No Return,” Erlanger 
(4th wk) ($5; 1,334) (Henry Fonda). 
Closed Saturday (21) with $33,787, 
a new house record for second 
ve in a row. 

’ Sr Banana,” Great Northern 
(12th wk) ($6; 1,500) (Phil Silvers). 
Next to closing week a 


$29,000. 


‘DOLLS’ SETS ROCHEST 
RECORD WITH $59,511 


Rochester, Feb. 24. 

“Guys and Dolls,” playing the 
2.574-seat 
week, set a house record of $59,511 
for the eight-performance stand. 

Manager Bob Corris said the $6 
top was highest in the history of 
the house. 


‘Gigi’ $10,600 for Seven 
In Two-City Stand 


Wilmington, Del., Feb. 24. 
“Gigi,” starring Audrey Hep- 








burn, drew approximately $7,000 | 


into the Playhouse during its three- 
day visit (19-21) on four perform- 
ances. 

With three showings earlier last 
week in Richmond, comedy grossed 
$10,600 on a _ seven-performance 
stanza. 


‘State’ Slips to $13,500; 
‘Moment’ $4,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
“Affairs of State” held at the 
Geary for a fifth frame. Curran 
lights Thursday (26) for three 
nights with Thelma Streat in 
“Bringing Back Those Wonderful 
Days,” billed as a musical-dance- 
drama. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Affairs of State, Geary (4th wk) 
(C-$3.60; 1.550) (Marsha Hunt, Otto 
Kruger). Slipped to $13,500 ‘pre- 
vious week, an okay $15,000). 
One Moment, Please! Marines’ 
Memorial Theatre (3d wk) (R-$3.00; 
640) (Carol Brumm, Jane Connell, 
Robert Cowell, Louis Bennett). Fair 
$4,000 (previous week, good $4,800). 


Scheduled B’ way Openings 


Wonderful Town, 
den, tonight (Wed.). 

Merchant of Venice, City Cen- 
ter, March 4. 

Josephine, no theatre set, week 
of March 9. 
, Porgy and Bess, Ziegfeld, March 
0 


My Three Angels, 
March 11. 

Camine Real, National, March 
9 








Morosco, 


19. 

Horses In Midstream. Miller, 
April 2. 

Sight Unseen, no theatre set, 
April 3. 


Can-Can, Shubert, April 23. 
Me and Juliet, Majectic, June 4. 


‘Ladies’ 8'4,G, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 

“Good Nite, Ladies” wound up a 
three-week stay in the 1,300-seat 
Cox Theatre last week with a solid 
$8,500 and a near-$35,000 gross on 
the engagement. Hotcha ads and 
wo-for-ones turned tide at $4.31 
op. 

Cincy is-on an early Lenten 
Stageshow diet, but the “Hol i 
Ice Revue” tenants the Cincinnati 
Garden March 3-11. Top is $3. 


DETROIT RELIGHTS 
Detroit, Feb. 24. 








Lights are up again this week, 


In town’s two legiters, the Cass 
and the Shubert. 

_Pormer ‘is currently offering 
Good Nite Ladies,” in for two 
\eeks, Shubert has “Guys & 
Dolls” for a week. 


brisk | 


Auditorium here last 


Winter Gar-/} 


a 


|‘Shrike’ Fair $12,700: 
‘Gir? $10,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 
Second week of “The Shrike,” 





with Van Heflin, wound up Satur- | 


day (21) at the American Theatre 
with a 
scaled to $4.27. Henry Fonda in 
“Point of No Return” teed off a 
| two-week stand last night ‘Mon.). 

Peggy Ann Garner in “Pick Up 
Girl” closed a week’s engagement 
at the Empress Sunday (22). With 
usual $2.50 top, play-copped $10,- 
000 for eight performances. “Peg 
|}O” My Heart.” with Margaret 
| O’Brien, tees off a week's stand 
tonight (Tues.), 


‘OKLA.’ NIFTY $33,700 





IN SOUTHWEST SPLITS; 


Fort Worth, Feb. 24. 

| “Oklahoma,” rolling along 
through a string of one-nighters. 
compiled a nifty $33,700 gross last 
| week. The Theatre Guild produc- 
| tion played Monday night (16) at 
|} the Paramount, Tucson; Tuesday 
| night (17) at Liberty Hall, El Paso; 
| Thursday (19) at the Auditorium, 
|; San Angelo; Friday (20) at the 
| High School Auditorium, Midland, 
|} and Saturday (21) at the Auditor- 
ium here. 

Rodgers-Hammerstein musical is 
| continuing one-nighters this week. 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 23-March 7) 

Affairs of State (Otto Kruger, 
Marsha Hunt)—Geary, S. F. (23- 
28); Orpheum, Kansas City, Mo. 
(4-7). 
| Bell, Book and Candle (Joan 
| Bennett, Zachary Scott)—National, 
i Wash. (23-28); Nixon, Pitt. (2-7). 
aw Me Madam—Shubert, Chi 
(23-7). 

Camino Real — Shubert, N. H. 
(23-28); Forrest, Phiily (2-7). 

| Constant Wife (Katharine Cor- 
/ nell, Robert Flemyng, John Emery) 
|—Biltmore, L. A. (23-7). 

Country Girl ‘Sidney Blackmer, 
Dane Clark, Nancy Kelly)—Vir- 
ginia, Wheeling, W. Va. (23-24); 
Palace, Youngtown (25-26); Col- 
onial, Akron (27); Shea’s, Erie (28); 
Erlanger, Buffalo (2-5); Aud., 
| Rochester (6-7). 
| Dial M fer Murder (Richard 
| Greene)—Harris, Chi (23-7). 
| Fasten Your Belts — Shubert, 
| Boston (23-7). 
| Fourposter ‘Jessica Tandy, Hume 
| Cronyn) — Royal Alexandra, To- 
ronto (23-28); Her Majestys, Mont- 
| real (2-7). 2 
| Gigi (Audrey Hepburn)—Wilbur, 
| Boston (23-7). 

Good Nite, Ladies—Cass, Detroit 
(28-7). 

Guys and Dolls — Shubert, De- 
| troit (23-28): Memorial Aud., 
| Louisville (2-7). 

I Am A Camera ‘Julie Harris)— 
| Ford's, Balto (23-28); Shubert, 

Wash. (2-7), 

I Found April (Constance Ben- 
| nett)—Lyric, Allentown, Pa. (23); 
| Rajah, Reading, Pa. (24); Play- 
house, Wilmington (25-28); Plym- 
bow Boston (2-7). ; 
| Maid in the Ozarks—Metropoli- 
‘tan, Providence (23-28); Shubert, 
' New Haven (2-7). 

Mrs. McThing ‘Helen Hayes)— 
| Shubert, Philly (23-28); National, 
Wash. (2-7). 

My Three Angels — Walnut, 
Philly (23-7). 

Oklahoma — Tyler, Texas (23); 
Municipal Aud., Shreveport (24); 
Municipal Aud., Vicksburg (25); 
Paramount, Baton Rouge (26-27); 
Ft. Whiting Aud., Mobile (28); 
Civic, New Orleans (2-7). 

Paris 90 (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Parkway, Madison, Wis. (23); 
Davidson. Milwaukee (24-28); 
Blackstone, Chi. (2-7). 

Point .of No Return (Henry 
Fonda)—American, St. Louis (23- 
7). 

Shrike (Van Heflin)—Erlanger, 
Chi. (23-7). i 

South Pacific (Janet Blair. Webb 
Tilton\—Tower. Atlanta (23-28); 
Mosque, Richmond (2-7). 

Stalag 17—Shubert, Wash. (23- 
28): Colonial, Boston (2-7). 

Tep Banana (Phil Silvers)— 
Great Northern, Chi. (23-28); Par- 
amount, — (2-4); Murat, In- 
dianapolis ‘ 5 

White Cargo—Shea’s, Bradford. 
Pa. (28): Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
(2-4); Grand, London, Ont, (5); Er- 
langer, Buffalo (6-7). 


Jennie Tourel, concert soprano. 
giving her 10th anniversary pro- 
ia at Town Hall, N.Y., Friday 

(27). 
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fair $12,700. House was| 


Royal Opera Fest $23,400 


In Boff Toronto Run 


Toronto, Feb. 24. 

Royal Opera Festival under aegis 
,of Ernest Rawley, grossed a big 
| $23,400 on its second week, with 
,the Royal Alexandra (1,525 seats) 
scaled at $3.50 top for an 80° 
sale. Previous split-week opening. 
with “Madame _ Butterfly” and 
“Cosi Fan Tutti” sellouts, did $16,- 
'600 on four performances, this 
giving the engagement a terrific 
| $40,000 for the 10 days, with Men- 
otti’s “The Consul” a sellout for 
three performances. 

Unusual in opera, this means the 
venture broke just over even, with 
guarantors not taking that ex- 
pected bite. 


Town’ OK $45,900, 
Hayes $30,900, Phil. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 
“Wonderful Town” set a new 
house record for the second stanza 
at the Forrest, with the musical 








Bway Spotty, But 
Picnic’ Lively $1 





Attendance was spotty 
last week en Broadway. 


again 
Im: gen- 


eral, receipts for the musicals were | 


a bit better than for the week be- 
fore, but trade was slightly down 
for most straight plays. Grosses 


are expected to improve this week. 
Of the new entries, “Picnic” 
drew generally potent boxoffice 


notices and has started powerfully, | 


but “Maggie” was generally panned 
and folded last Saturday 
(21). Last week's other closing was 
“Emperor's Clothes.” “Deep Blue 
Sea” is due to exit Saturday night 
(28) for a tour. 


Estimates for Last Week 


| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 


|\CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 

| MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 

| cal Drama). : 
Other parenthetic designations 


night | 


going SRO at every performance,| refer, respectively, to top prices; 


$5.20 and Saturday night top ot/stars. Price includes 20° amuse- 
$6.50. Latter figure is highest ever} ment tar, but grosses are net: i.e., 
charged by house, excepting New| exclusive of tax. 
Year's Eve prices. Bernardine, Playhouse (19th wk) 
“Mrs. McThing™” bettered first | (C-$4.80; 999: $21,500). About 
week's take at Shubert, but “A/| $6,500 (previous week, $7,200); may 
Certain Joy” died at Locust, clos-| not continue beyond this week. 
ing Saturday night ‘21) for revi-| @nitdren’s Hour, Coronet (10th 
sions. wk) (D-$4.80; 1,027; $28,378). Over 
Estimates for Last Week | $11,400 ‘(previous week, $12,500). 
Legend of Lovers, Academy; Crucible, Beck ‘5th wk) ‘(D-$6- 
Foyer (2d wk) (350; $3.25) Arena- | $4.80; 1,214; $31,000). Nearly $26- 
stage production got bad press and | 000 again. 





and aided by a weekday top of| number of seats, capacity gross and | 


shuttered Saturday night, with 
poor $2,300. 

Wonderful Town, Forrest (2d 
wk) (1,760; $6.50) (Rosalind Rus- 
sell). Tickets at premium since 
third night of run. House asked 
musical to stay third week, but 
production wanted to go straight 
into N.Y. Smash $45,900. 

A Certain Joy, Locust (Ist wk) 
(1,580; $3.90) ‘Margo, Walter Mat- 
thau, Joe DeSantis). New play took 
panning from crix and boxoffice 
collapsed. Thin $4,700. Closed Sat- 
urday night (21) with loss of about 
$53.000 on $60,000 investment. 

Mrs. McThing, Shubert (2d wk) 
(1,870: $4.55) ‘Helen Hayes, Jules 
Munshin). Fantasy bettered first 
week, with fancy matinee trade. 
Fine $30,900. 


‘PACIFIC’ FINE $39,100 
IN 1ST ATLANTA WEEK 


“South Pacific’ had smooth go- 
ing last week on the initial stanza 
of a fortnight’s stand at the 1,.867- 
seat Tower Theatre here, picking 
up a profitable $39,100 gross. The 
current and final week should be 
better. 

Rodgers-Hammerstein 





smash 


Richmond. 


‘Angels’ Sets House Mark 
In Hartford With $11,266 


Hartford, Feb. 24. 
Grossing $11,266 in a three-day 
(four performance) stand at the 





house record. Top was $4.20. 
Show was first of four subscrip- 
tion plays this season. Three to 
follow are “Deep Blue Sea,” “Four 
Poster” and “Country Gjrl.” 


Hub Gets Three Shows 
After Shuttered Week 


Boston, Feb. 24. 

Following a week with all houses 
dark, legit moved back into the 
swing last night (23) with three 
openings. Unexpected newcomer 
is “Tobacco Road,” which bowed 
into the Majestic for a limited en- 
gagement on less than a week’s 
notice. “Fasten Your Belts” teed 
off at’ the Shubert, and “Gigi” 
bowed in for a two-weeker at the 
Wilbur. 

“Stalag 17” is due at the Colon- 
ial March 2 and “I Found April,” 
new Constance Bennett starrer 
bows in for a week at the Plym- 
outh same night. 


‘Gir! $15,200, Pitt 


Best notices of the year still 
weren't good enough for “The 











Country Girl,” at the Nixon last 
week, show grossing $15.200. 


Clifford Odet drama, and also for 
the performances of Nancy Kelly, 
Sidney Blackmer and Dane Clark. 

Show was here under subscrip- 
tion auspices, which meant a pre- 
sale of around $8,000. Nixon cur- 
rently has Jose Greco. 





plays all next week at the Mosque, | (MC-$7.20; 1,527; $53.000) (Helen 


Critics went overboard for the, 


Deep Blue Sea, Morosco (16th 
wk) ‘(D-$4.80; 912; $26,000) ‘(Mar- 
garet Sullavan). Over $13,800 ‘pre- 
{vious week, $13,500); closing Sat- 
urday night (28) to tour. 

Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
(17th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,062; $30,495) 
(Maurice Evans). Nearly $30,700 
(previous week, $30,700). 

Emperor’s Clothes, Barrymore 
(2d wk) (D-$6-$4.80; 1,060; $28,000) 
‘Lee J. Cobb). Almost $12,900 
| (previous week $10,600); folded 
last Saturday (21) after 16 per- 
| formances, at a loss of about $60,- 





Musicals Climb; 
3,600 for First 5, 


‘John’ $36,100; Shaw $27,700, Moving 


| Cook, Barry Nelson, Janet Riley). 
iprevious week, $12,900). 

New Faces, Royale ‘41st wk) (R- 
$6; 1,035; $30,600). Almost $20,700 
‘previous week, under $20,000). 
| On Borrowed Time, 48h St. (2d 
wk) ‘CD-$4.80; 925: $22,297) (Vie- 
tor Moore. Leo G. Carroll, Beulah 
| Bondi) Over $9,500 ‘previous 
week, $6,200 for seven perform- 
| ances). 

Pal Joey, Broadhurst (60th wk) 
(MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602) (Vivi- 
enne Segal, Harold Lang). Nearly 
| $30,500 ‘previous week, $28,100). 
| Pienie, Music Box (1st wk) (CD- 
| $6-$4.80; 1.012; $27,000). Opened 
| Thursday night (19) to six enthue 
| Silastic reviews (Atkinson, Times; 
| Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror: 
Hawkins, World-Telegram & Sun; 
McCiain, Journal-Ameritan; Watts, 
Post) and one negative verdict 
| (Kerr, Herald Tribune); topped 
$13,600 for first four performances 
and one preview. 


Seven Year lich, Fulton (14th 
wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1,063; $24,400), 
Over $24,700 again. 

South Pacific, Majestic (201st 


wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Mar- 
tha Wright, George Britton). Al- 
; most $33,500 (previous week was 


| underguoted; should have been 
$31,800). 
Time of the Cuckoo, Empire 


(19th wk) (CD -$6-$4.80; 1,082; $25,- 
056) (Shirley Booth). Nearly $17,- 
500 ‘previous week, $17,500). 

Time Out for Ginger, Lyceum 
{12th wk) (C-$4.80; 995: $22,845) 
(Melvyn Dougias). Over $15,500 
(previous week, $15,100). 

Two’s Company, Alvin (10th wk) 
(R-$7.20; 1,331; $47,167) ‘(Bette 
Davis). Almost $35,100 (previous 
week, $38,700). 

Wish You Were Here, Imperial 
(35th wk) (MC-$7.20: 1,400: $52.- 
080). Nearly $46,700 ‘previous 
week, $45,700). 

OPENING THIS WEEK 

Wonderful Town, Winter Gar- 
den ‘(MC-S7.20; 1,519: $55,200) 
(Rosalind Russell). Robert Fryer 





| Evening With Beatrice Lillie, 
| Booth (21st wk! (R-$6; 739; $24,184) | 
| (Beatrice Lillie). Nearly $24,100 
| (previous week, $23,600). 

Fifth Season, Cort (‘5th wk)) 
(C-$4,80; 1,056; $25.639) (Menasha | 
Skulnik, Richard Whorf). Almost } 
, $24,500 (previous week, $25,100). 

Fourpester, Golden ‘70th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 769; $19.195) (Sylvia Syd- 
ney, Romney Brent). About $12,- 
100 with two-for-ones (previous 
week, $12,500). 


Guys and Dolls, 46th St. (118th 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1.319; $43,904). 
Reached $37,000 ‘previous week, 
$36.700). 


Hazel Flagg, Hellinger (2d wk) 


production of musical version of 
“My Sister Eileen,” with book by 
Joseph Fields and Jerome Chodo- 
rov. music by Leonard Bernstein, 
lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph 
Green; opens tonight (Wed_.). 


‘Wife’ $20,600, 
Mother’ 126 LA. 


; Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 
Trio of houses alight last week 
registered good business amid in- 








Gallagher, Thomas Mitchell, Ben- 
ay Venuta, John Howard!. Nearly | 
$46,800 (previous week, $33,900 for. 
first six performances, plus $6,900 
for two previews). 
_ .d04n Brown's Body, Century (Ist | 
\wk) (D-$6-$4.80; 1,645; $43,000) 
\(Tyrone Power, Judith Anderson, | 
Raymond Massey). First full week | 
; grossed $36,100 ‘previous week, | 





Parsons, “My 3 Angels” set a new | premiere drew $6,200); scheduled } A 


}through April 11, with an outside 
; hance of being extended two 
| weeks. 

| King and I, St. James (100th wk) | 
| (MC-$7,20; 1,571; $51,171) (Yul 

Brynner). Over $47,400 ‘previous | 
week, $48,300). 

Love of Four Colonels, Shubert , 
(6th wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1.361; $39,-! 
|000) (Rex Harrison, Lilli Palmer). | 
|Almost $36,000 ‘previous week, 
| $37.500). 

Maggie, National (Ist wk) (MC- 
$7.20; 1,172; $36,000) ‘Betty Paul, 
Kéith Andes, Odette Myrtil. 
Opened Wednesday night (18) to 
three favorable notices ‘Coleman. 
Mirror; Hawkins, World-Telegram 
& Sun; Kerr, Herald Tribune), 
three pans (Atkinson, Times; 
McClain, Journal-American; Watts, 
Post) and one inconclusive ‘(Chap- 
man, News); grossed $11,100 for! 
five performances, folded Satur-| 
day night (21) at a loss of around | 
$225,000. | 

Mid-Summer, Vanderbilt (Sth | 
wk) (D-$4.80; 720; $18,500) (Mark | 
Stevens, Geraldine Page). Over) 





Misalliance, City Center (1st wk) | 


Opened last Wednesday ‘i8) to 
unanimously enthusiastic notices; 
first eight performances through 


the Barrymore for an 
run, still under N.Y. City Drama 
Co. management. . 

Moen Is Blue, Miller (103d wk! 
| (C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Donald 





dications that things are looking 
up slightly for local legit. 

Biltmore has “Gigi,” Emlyn Wil- 
liams, “Point of No Return” and 
“The Shrike” listed for the next 
few months, and plans are nearing 
completion for the start of the 
Civic Light Opera season of musi- 
cals in May. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Ballet Theatre, Philharmonic 
ud (Ist wk) (2,670: $3.60). Hit a 
fine $16,900 for the first three per- 
formances after Friday (20) bow. 

Life With Mother, Carthay Cir- 
cle (4th wk) (1,518; $2.40). Bounced 
up to $12,000. 

The Constant Wife, Biltmore 
(Ist wk) (1,636; $4.20). Seven per- 
formance week grabbed $20,600. 
Overa!l tally cut, with about half 
of audience in on Theatre Guild- 
ATS cutrate season tickets. 


Ballet Theatre $36,700 
In Four Coast Stands 


Ballet Theatre racked up a solid 
$36,700 in a series of Coast stands 
last week. Troupe did $12.900 in 
San Diego, Monday and Tuesday 
(16-17); $3,300 in Long Beach, 
Wednesday: $3,700 in San Bernar- 
dino, Thursday, and $16,800 for 
three in Los Angeles, Friday-Sat- 
urday. 

Troupe plays in L.A. all this 
week, except for a date at Pasa- 





$14,000 (previous week, $16,000). | 24 tomorrow (Thurs.). 





(C-$3; 2,100; $35,000) ‘Barry Jones, | Skinner ‘Paris’ $12,800 
Tamara Geva, Roddy McDowell). | 


In Nine-Show Stanza 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner’s one- 


Sunday night (22) drew $27,700;, woman drama, “Paris ‘90,” drew 
moves next Tuesday night (3) to| $10,200 at the Lyceum Theatre 
indefinite | here last week, at $3.60 top. 


' Play also did $2,600 in a single 

at St. Pav' Sunday night (15) pre- 
| vious, for $12.800 on the nine-per- 
formance week. 
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Plays Abroad 
i 


The Shrike 


London, Feb. 16i¢ 
Jack Hylton & Sam Wanamaker produc- 
tion of drama in three acts by Joseph 


mm. Stars Constance Cummings. 
WanamSker. Directed by Kramm. At 
Princes Theatre, London, Fed. 15, ‘93: 

top. 

Miss Cardelli .........- Jacqueline Hull 
Fleming .....--.--+5« Bennett O’Loghienr | 
Wiles FeeMGOR 6s. sccess- Cecilia dy | 
Br. Tremere 2. cc cacse- Donald Morley 
POSTS .. ccccccscecses Frank Singuineau 
Grosberg@ -. . .««.++-+s+++: Harold Kasket 
pO eee Margaret Diamond 
Pationt .....-cscee. Henry Hutteroth 


. Constance Cummings 
Sam Wanamaker 

Robert Percevai 
. Ronan O'Casey 


Dr. Schlesinger 
Don Gregory 


Sam Tager _.....-...- David Kossoff 
George O’Brien .,..... Gaylord Cavallaro | 
Joe Major _..-....0--- Edric Connor | 


George Pastell 
John Hacgisorm 
Plesnhette 


John Ankoritis 
Frank Carlisle 

William Schloss 
Dr. Beliman 

Miss Wingate 
Harry Downs 
Tom Blair 


One of 


Eh oY Donald 
.... Natalie Lynn 

Jon Farrell 
Metcalfe 


> Hugh 





the most 


wey for several seasons, 
Shrike” will be heavy-sgoing 
British audiences. 
goers have shown they can respond 
to strong fheat themes, but it Is 
highly questionable whether they 
will derive much entertainment 
from this grim. depressing and 
clinical study of a New York men- 
tal hospital. 

This Pulitzer prize play puts the 
spotlight on the mental home sys- 
tem with a relentless glare. There 
is an atmosphere of gloom, misery, 


for 


frustration and despair from the) 
first scene. The story of the sui-| 


cidal theatrical director whose 
only hope of freedom is in the 
custody of a wife whom he no 
longer loves or trusts, is a power- 


ful theme with great dramatic po-| 


tentiality. As plo :-+d hy Sam Wan- 


amaker, there are tuc many over-| 


tones, although there are moving 
and emotional qyalities. His dom- 
inating style overshadows others. 
Standing up to Wanamaker’s 
personal tour de force, Constance 
Cummings contributes a perform- 
ance of quality and precision. 
her own cool and deliberate way 
she sets the trap for her husband, 
brazenly and without subtlety. 
There is an expert supporting cast 
but the subsidiary roles are of 
minor category. 
Margaret Diamond, Robert Per- 
ceval and John Glen as the hos- 
pital medicos fit into the pattern 
of the plot. Other roles are intel- 
ligently portrayed, and the whoie 
team captures the atmosphere. 
Myro. 


A Weman of No 


importance 
London, Feb. 17. 


Tennent Productions’ presentation of 


comedy-drama in three acts by Oscar! 
Wilde. Stars Nora Swinburne. Isabel 
Jeans, Olive Brook, Athene Seyler. Di-| 


rected by Michael Benthall. Sets and cos- | 


tunes by Loudon Sainihill. 
Theatre. London, Feb. 13, 53; $2.20 top. 


At Savor 


Bigs. AMOUNT. ~ --ccccccesives Isabel Jeans 
Lord Dlingworth .........- Clive Brook 
Lady Hunstanton ........ Athene Seyler 
Mrs. Arbuthnot ......... Nora Swinburne 
Gerald Arbuthnot ...... Peter Barkworth 
Lady Caroline Pontefract Jean Cadell 
Hester Worsley ........ Frances. Hyland 
Baty Stutfiel@ ......02.... Joan Benham 
Mr. Kelvil Philip Burton 


Lord Alfred Rufford Mokso. Charles Perry 
Sir John Pontefract William Mervyn 
Archdeacon Daubeny.... . Aubrey Mather 





It is 38 years since this Oscar 
Wilde comedy-drama was last 
staged in London, and it is typical 
of its day and age. Insincere and 
worldly in the worst sense, it de- 
picts an era when idle dandies clut- 


tered up ladies’ drawing rooms and 


John Glen | 


forbidding | 
plays to reach London from | 
“The | 


Local theatre- | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
thought anyone who did an honest fC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi | 
day's work was beyond the pale. ¢g! Drama). 
| With a staf-studded cast and im-  @an-Can (MC)—Cy Feuer, Ern-| 
| peccabie production, it shouldemu-, est H. Martin, prods.; Abe Bur- 
late the success achieved in the last rows, dir. 

‘few years by similar period come- = forses In Midstream (D)—Gil-| 
dies, being sufficiently dated to be pert Miller, Donald Oenslager, | 
[regarded as a museum piece. prods.: Sir Cedric Hardwicke, dir. 
}- Various members of a house Merchant of Venice (D)—N.Y.C. | 
+party are gathered in the country | Drama Co., prods.; Albert Marre, 
home of a peeress. The main per- | dir; Luther Adler, Margaret Phil- 
sonality is the dashing Lord Illing- lips, Phillip Bourneuf, stars. 

worth (Clive Brook), who woos as 
he finds and has skillfully evaded 
the clutches of matrimony. He has 
offered the post of secretary to a 
young neighbor, a boy who hero- 
worships him. When it is revealed 
he is the illegitimate son of his 
patron, the youngster turns from 
him in disgust and refuses the ap- | 





Yale Drama, Music Depts. 
Combine for Colorful 
2-Opera Presentation 


New Haven, Feb. 21. 


ointment. ie: . eS. : 
PeThe play sparkles with Wilde at| A “first” of almost anything in 
his wittiest. Isabel Jeans scintil-| the theatre field is usually inter- 
lates as a gracious, glamorous /| esting just because it is a first. | 


woman of the world not averse to| When the element of quality is 
scalp hunting. Athene Seyler is de- | added to curiosity, the overall re- 
liciously earthy and good-humored | sult is apt to be especially interest- 
as the hostess while Jean Cadell) ing. That's true of the Yale Opera 
crackles as a fussy, suspicious wife | project—the first time the Yale 
always tracking down her man.|Gchool of Music and Dept. of 
Frances Hyiand makes a refreshing | prama have pooled their talents 


c 


| and John Fearnley have brought to 


| At amy rate, with the bright and 
| winning British actress-singer Bet- 


|of the way of the sentimental but 





that first regaled audiences, in ¢ 

flask and flapper era, as a frothe 
conversation piece, concerns eight 
assorted characters who are 
thrown together for a harried 
weekend in a Connecticut chateay 
presided over by a retired actress 
(Miriam Hopkins). = 

Production gets its spark from 
the amour intrigues of the actress 
her family and her guests, all of 
whom are well fortified with Cow. 
ard dialog. 

“Hay Fever” is a tour de force 
for Miss Hopkins, who makes the 
most of a central role that runs 
| the thespic gamut. Other members 
of the cast hold up as well as cay 
be expected. 

There'll be some new castins 
when the play moves on, with fil! 
ins needed for roles played here 
by Sombrero co-producer Ann Lea 
and Jacque Mercer (Miss America 
of 1949). Former, by the was 
proves herself as capable on stage 
as she is in the front office 

Lester Vail’s direction is smooth- 
ly paced, and William Roberts’ liy. 


— ag: | n=} ing room set is contrived with im- 
fectious comedy into a lugubrious! againation and good taste. Jona. 
musical drama. Somehow, the show 
seems all sore thumbs. | 

i 


Plays on B’way 
Continued from page 56 
Maggie 


make a Satisfying musical, and 
“Maggie,” which Franklin Gilbert 


Broadway, is depressing evidence 
of the fact. 

Probably no presentation of the 
James M. Barrie play with a cap- 
tivating actress in the role of Mag- 
gie could be entirely imeffective. 





ty Paul making her U.S. debut in 
the part, this version comes to life 
whenever the inert music gets out | 


perceptive story. 

But although the Hugh Thomas 
book clings closely to the Barrie 
play, frequently using portions of 
the original dialog, the tuneless 
score and awkwardly affected lyr- 
ics, plus the clumsy dancing and 
musical direction, transform an in- 











The imitative, pointless chore- 
ography by June Graham amounts 
to a series of animated stage waits, 


| 
Crix Burn | 








Donald Morley, 





WALTER 
+ tel 
WAHL 


Featured in Comedy Hit 
“TOP BANANA” 


Currently 74th Week 
Now i 
GREAT NORTHERN, Chicago 


Direction 
JOSH MEYER JACK DAVIES 


appearance as a visiting American 
girl appalled at the vanity and 
hypocrisy of the community. The 
(love affair she shares with the 
young secretary makes a nice 
human interlude. 

Brook suffers from being over- 
shadowed by the more brilliant 
femme players, and his assumption 
of the role of the callous, insou- 
ciant betrayer never quite rings 
true. Nora Swinburne registers re- 
strained dignified emotion as the 
wronged woman, and the support- 


trayed. 
Michael directs the play with an 


intelligent blending of the old and 
| the new. Myro. 


Kit Cornell 


Continued from page 1 











In} 








| 

| have a passion for the theatre and 

| it won't be long before they will 

| be writing for it.” 

Miss Cornell said she hopes to do 

|a picture someday, if she can find 
a suitable script. 





| Van Leon’s ‘Healthy Outlook’ 

Des Moines, Feb. 24. 
Gerard Willem Van Loon, son 
| of the late historian, Hendrik Wil- 
‘lem Van Loon, and N. Y. ad exec, 
told the Women’s Club here 
| week that persons “who know the 
| theatre are taking over the lesgifi- 
|; mate stage once again, and as a 
result the outlook for the living 
stage is healthy and good.” 

Van Loon said that in the early 
|'20s films managed “systematic- 
tally to kill the road, to get actors 
| out of the theatre.” There followed 


' 
' 
' 


} 


theatre,” took over. “The shows 
they produced were based on other 
shows.” 

| Present-day authors and produc- 
lers, like Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
know the theatre so well they can 
afford to experiment and take 
risks. “They never duplicate them- 
selves,” said Van Loon, “each. show 
is different. ‘Carousel,’ ‘South Pa- 
cific,’ ‘The King and I'"—each show 
| has broken new ground.” 

| Van Loon cited as another in- 
| vigorating trend the development 
'of the American National Theatre 
| & Academy. ANTA does not in- 
| tend to bring the theatre to a com- 





| cording to Van Loon, but hopes to 
|eorrelate activities of grass-root 
| theatfes through chapters it is or- 
| ganizing in different states, and 
| through such assistance as sending, 
| when needed, professional diree- 
| tors and actors to spark a commu- 


ing roles are all commendably por- | 


last | 


| In Columbus, Indpls. 


| period when “self-styled produc- | top. Julie Harris starrer was a sell- 
ers, who knew nothing about the) 


| Indianapolis, in four showings (16- 
| 18). show grossed almost $10,000, 


2d Annual Brandeis U. 


munity “on a silver platter,” ac-! 


in a theatrical production. 

At two-year intervals, the Yale 
drama faculty personnel puts its 
best foot forward in a presenta- 
tion designed and supervised by 
that group. This year’s offering, 
produced in cooperation with Yale 
Music School personnel, is a pair 
of operas, a curtainraiser titled 
“Comedy on the Bridge” and a 
lengthier opus tagged “Dido and 
Aeneas.” 

Productions are particularly | 
colorful from a technical stand-| 
point. Sets, costumes and lighting 
combine for standout visual effects. 
Top vocal contributions come from 


; 


guest artists Jacquelynne Moody 


|who succeeded Irene Bordoni 


and although the book staging ‘Mi- 
chael Gordon was succeeded on | 
the assignment by co-producer 
Fearnley during the tryout? is com-| 
petent, the direction of the musi- 
cal numbers is stilted. Raoul Pene 
duBois’ scenery leoks fancy but 
not particularly attractive, but his| 
period costumes are agreeable. 

As indicated, Miss Paul is stand-| 
out in the title part. Keith Andes} 
is properly dour as the pompous | 
John Shand. But Odette Myrtil, | 
as | 
costar during the tryout tour, is| 
somewhat arch as Maggie's observ- | 
ant friend, and she apparently | 
hasn’t had time to key her style! 


| of playing to the others. 


Of the featured players. Celia! 


| play and send a second-stringer 





Continued from page 2 ————! 


back the ‘Misalliance’ review.” he 
explains. He added that in case of 
conflict he had intended to cover 
the regular opening of the Shaw 
to 
“Maggie,” but had changed his 
mind when he was invited to the 
preview of the former show. 
Walter Kerr, of the Herald Tri- 
bune, says he regards such deci- 
sions as policy matters and will 
therefore be guided by the sheet's 
editors. In the case of last week's 
incident, he heard Tuesday night 
at the City Center that the Mirror 
notice would be published Wednes- 
day, and notified the HT editor to 


(“Comedy”) and Heidi Krall (“Di- | Lipton is suitably decorative as | that effect. 


do”). Roland Kostus adds a good} 
comedy touch to the curtain-raiser | 
'and Martha Jean Hakes offers an 
| excellent singing touci in the main | 
opera. Latter piece also includes | 
effective terping. 

Overall credits for the project | 
include: stage direction Elmer 
Nagy: musical direction, Arthur | 
| Frantz; settings, Donald Oenslager; 
|costumes, Frank Bevan; lighting, 
| Stanley McCandless; choreography. 
| Patricia Harris and Joan Fischer; 
instrumentals, Yale Opera Orches- 
tra; general supervision, Boyd; 
Smith and Marshall Bartholomew. 

Bone. 





‘Camera’ Neat $21,400 


Columbus, Feb. 24. 

“I Am a Camera” clicked here | 
with $11,400 in four performances | 
at the Hartman (19-21) with a $3.75} 


out Friday and Saturday. 
Earlier in the week, at the Murat, 


giving it $21,400 for the week. 





| British cabinet minister. 





Festival Set for June 


Waltham, Mss., Feb. 24. 

Second annual Brandeis Festi- 
' val of Creative Arts will be held on 
{the campus here week of June 14. 
| Conductor-composer Leonard Bern- 
; stein, Brandeis Professor of Music, 
, will again direct the fest. 
| Festival will include 


}and painting. 


Blitzstein works. 


Current Stock Bills 


(Feb. 23-Mar. 8) 








| ter Vail. Setting 


ballet; | 53 
| opera, theatre, music, film, poetry | 
Last year’s fest in- | 
cluded preems of Bernstein and | 


the shallow menace, Lady Sybil: | 
Frank. Maxwell is plausible as’! 
Maggie’s canny brother; Bramwell 
Fletcher is acceptable as her cau-| 
tious father;. James Broderick is 
plausible as the empty-headed 
brother, and John Hoyt gives a} 
caricature performance as 


the | 
Dancers | 


Alicia Krug, Kathryn Lee and/} 


| Marc Platt are attractive. subject | 


to the inane numbers at their dis- | 
posal. 

Incidentally, the “Maggie” pre- 
miere was marked by unusual 
backstage bungling, with obviously 
flubbed cues and mismanaged ef- 
fects, almost as if the stagehands 
were trying to get into the act. | 

Hobe. 

(Closed Saturday (21) after five | 

performances.) 


i 











| Plays Out of Town | 





Continued from page 46 = 


I Feand April 
Bennett, and Marjorie Peterson, an 
old flame from Baragrey school- | 
days, either hasn't latched onto the 
thing yet, or is a victim of casting. | 

The Robert O'Hearn single in- 
terior of a New York apartment | 
with skyline terrace is functional | 
and tasteful, and Klaus Holm has. 
lighted the set with efficient com- | 
fort. Harl. | 





Hay Fever 
_. Phoenix, Feb. 16. 
Ann Lee-Richard Charlton production | 
of comedy in three acts by Noe! Coward. 
Stars Miriam Hopkins. Directed by Les- 
by William Roberts. At 





Sombrero Playhouse, Phoenix, Feb. 16, 
; .69 top. i 
te 7 Dolores Mann |} 
TL, ve cccsvecea Robert Chapman | 
Clara .. 8 eee cececcees Cora Witherspoon 
Judith Bliss ...........Miriam Hopkins 
8 PR Ateye re Wilton Graff | 
Sandy Tyrell ........... George Nader | 
Myra Arundel .................Ann Lee 
Richard Greatham ........ William Ching 
Jackie Coryton ....,..... Jacque Mercer 
° , ” 
Hay Fever.” Noel Coward's 


venerable comedy of manners, is 
a fairly amusing offering: but it’s | 





New Casey Comedy Set 
For Theatre 53 Preem 


Dallas, Feb. 24. 

Theatre ‘53 here will stage “Late 
Love,”” new comedy by Rosemary 
Casey, opening Monday (2) for 
three weeks. Vehicle replaces A.B. 
Shiffrin’s “Time Is the Fire,” 
postponed on the arena theatre's 
agenda for further revisions by the 
author. 

Ramsey Burch will direct the 
Casey comedy, fifth new script se- 
lected by Margo Jones for produc- 
tion here. Miss Casey authored 
“The Velvet Glove,” produced and 
directed by Guthrie McClintic in 
N.Y. in °49, starring Grace George. 
Play won the 1949-50 Christopher 
Award. 





Greco $10,200, Balto 
, Baltimore, Feb. 24. 

Jose Greco and his dance troupe. 
in a return visit to Ford’s, grossed 
a fair $10,200 here last week. 
Troupe built to good weekend 
trade. 

“I Am a Camera,” current as 
the seventh and final attraction on 
the ATS-Guild subscription list, 
opened last night (23). 











Advance Agents 
and 
Company Managers 

Contact us on your west coast show 
dates for money saving transportation. 
We can furnish you with a package 
deal on buses. cars oad trucks cover- 
ing all your needs. 

Local and Nation-Wide 
Ne show toe small or toe large for us 
to handle. Rates quoted on request. 
THE H. & L. TRANSFER CO. 
959 N. Gower St. Hollywood 38 
Hi. 0997 — HE 9392 — Hi. 4768 


| nity production. “Only in this way| Bell, Book and Candle—Bahama 
/can we establish an audience. The Playhouse, Nassau, B.W.I. (23-28), 
| trouble is we don’t have a theatre Death of a Salesman — Arena, | 
audience, theatre-trained, an audi-| Rochester (23-7). 


























ence in the habit of theatregoing.” | Fledermaus — Paper Mill Play- | 
Eee | house, Millburn, N. J. (23-8). 














playhouse. Fully equipped. 
Kostner at WAtkins 4-8782 


121 Christopher Street 





THEATER DE LYS FOR RENT 


4-wall rental. Available for weekly and daily rental 
and rehearsals. Low rental. The Theater de Lys is New 
York's newest, most comfortable, complete and modern 


THEATER DE LYS 


| Lend an Ear—Palm Beach (Fia.) 
| Playhouse (23-8), 
| Room Service (Mischa Auer)— | 
| Arena, Memphis (24-29), | 
| See How They Run -—~ Dobbs! 
Ferry, N. Y. (23-27). 





‘Belts’ 14G, Mont’l 


Montreal, Feb. 24. 

“Fasten Your Belts” managed a 
near $14,000 at Her Majesty's last 
, week, with the 1,792-seater scaled 
to $3.38. General panning by crix 
and several theatre nights via Jew- 
ish charities cut overall returns. 

“Fourposter” is due at Her 
| Majesty's March 2. Return of! 
“Good Night Ladies” is inked for | 


For informaticn call Stanley | 
or OXford 5-1864, 





New York 14, N. Y. 








i April. 


| will hold up during the road tour 





a tossup whether the 1925 vehicle | eS 








planned by Miriam Hopkins, who 
stars in the piece. The Coast may 
go for it via a limited run, but if 
Miss Hopkins brings “Hay Fever” 
to New York (and she’s toying with | 
the idea) it’s better than even | 
money that Broadway will break | 
out with an allergic reaction. 
Play, a strawhat hardy perennial 


CAB CALLOWAY 


Sportin' Life 

“PORGY AND BESS” | 
Just Concluded 18 Wks., Stoll Thea., London — 
CURRENTLY : 


EMPIRE THEATRE, FRANCE 
Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New 


Private Secretary, Female, 
Showbusiness Background 
Seeks position, can travel. State full 
details and salary. Box V-35192, Ve- 

riety, 154 West 46th St., N. Y. 36. 
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N.Y. Newsmen’s Immunity 

A bill amending the penal law 
to make a newsman for a paper, 
press service, syndicate, periodical, 
radio or television station, or net- 
work, immune from the require- 
ment of disclosing “in any court 
of the state of New York the 


source of any information obtained | 
in such capacity, unless in the} 


opinion of the court such disclos- 
ure is necessary in the interests of 
national security or to avoid the 
concealment of crime,” has been 
introduced in Albany by N.Y. State 
Sen. Seymour Halpern and As- 
semblyman Samuel Rabin, Repub- 
licans of Nassau and Kings coun- 
ties, respectively. It would take 
effect immediately. 

Various measures to protect the 
confidential information of news- 
men have been introduced in re- 
cent years, but none has passed. 





Paperback Censorship 

Legitimate paperback book pub- 
lishers are concerned by a wave of 
censorship which threatens to 
sweep the country from Young- 
town, O., to Brooklyn where, on 
two fronts, for instance, the local 
police chief and church authorities 
respectively, have set themselves 
up as arbiters of what is “proper 
reading for young people.” The 
25-35-50e price of the paperback 
reprints is the common denomin- 
ator to protect the “children” pa- 
tronizing neighborhood drugstores, 
candy-newspaper stores, and the 
like. The fact that the reprints 
include such accepted literary 
lights as Erskine Caldwell, Sig- 
mund Freud, William Faulkner, 
Budd Schulberg. Irwin Shaw, Rich- 
ard Wright, Willard Motley, John 
Steinbeck, et al., seems to be beside 
the point. 

The Youngstown local police 
chief is particularly vociferous 
over the “lurid” covers, and sweep- 
ingly indicts all contents, regard- 
less of stature. He has been urg- 
ing the National Assn. of Police 
Chiefs and Federation of Women’s 
Clubs of America to “consult” lo- 
cal book wholesalers. In effect, 
say the reprint publishers of the 
legitimate writings, this “would 
reduce all literature to the 12- 
year-old level,” just because 
youngsters are “exposed” to cer- 
tain other reprints which are pal- 
pably designed to shock, either 
via cleavage or other s.a. covers, 
or jacket blurbs of like calibre. 

Legitimate reprint publishers, 
whose large byproduct income de- 
rives from these pocket-size edi- 
tions, concede there may be 
tain houses overstepping the 
bounds, but find themselves un- 
able to self-police or self-regulate. 
But above all, the principle of 
“freedom of the press and freeddm 
ot expression” crops up as a major 
issue in coercive methods of this 
nature. The Crooklyn parish's 
technique is to cail on the neigh- 
borhood stationer and newstand 
and issue a “certificate of cooper- 
ation” with the “decent literature 
committee” of the church. The 
nabe newsdealer has little choice 
but to “cooperate” in light of the 
local level cohesiveness. 





Triangle Gets TV Forecast 

Walter Annenberg’s Triangle 
Publications gobbled up another 
TV fan magazine last Friday (20), 
with closing of a deal for Chicazo’s 
TV Forecast. Takeover date is Feb. 
27. pending audit. 

TV Forecast, which under the 
two-year editorship of Marty 
O'Shaughnessy went from 165,000 
to 275.000 net paid circulation, be- 
comes Annenberg’s third TV fan 
magazine purchase. Others were 

. ¥’s TV Guide and Philadel- 
phia’s TV Digest, with Annenberg 
planning a national TV fan mag, 
under name of TV Guide. Target 
date for first issue of the combined 
mag is April 1. 

Chi deal was set up by Forecast’s 
four owner-partners and Triangle’s 
biz manager Roger Clinp, attor- 
neys Joe First and Fred Chait, and 
comptroller Charles Andrews, who 
came over from Philly. 





More Show Biz Books 

“The Story of the Oliviers” (Sir 
Laurence and Vivien Leigh) by 
Felix Barker. drama and film critic 
due via Lippincott in May. "The 

ue via Li in May. “The 
Stage Manager's Handbook.” by 
Bert Gruver. is also due the same 
month, via Harpers, and still an- 
other source book of stagecraft, 
“Directing the Play,” will be pub- 
lished in May by Bobbs-Merrill. 
edited with an illustrated history 
of directing by Toby Cole and 
Helen Krich Chinov. Manual in- 
eludes pieces by David Belasco, 
Gorden Craig, Elia Kazan, Andre 


late) Alva Johnston’s “The Leg- 
endary Mizners,” which ran serial- 
ly in The New Yorker, will be pub- 
lished in March by Farrar, Straus 
& Young. Another serialization, 
the 8-parter currently in the Sat- 
evepost en Bing Crosby, “Call Me 
Lucky,” will be published in May 
by Simon & Schuster. This is the 
| crooner’s autobiog as told to Pete 
— entertainment editor of 








Ad Pubservice Awards 
| First of an annual series of 
, awards for “distinguished exam- 
ples of institutional advertising in 


the public interest” is given in the | 
Feb. 28 Saturday Review. Awards | 


go to 27 corporations, with John 
Hancock Mutual Life Ins. Co. and 
| Ford Motor Co. at the top. 
| Ad agencies which prepared the 
' winning campaigns are also listed. 
' 
Hatch’s One-Shot 

Robert Hatch, former film critic 
‘for the New Republic mag and 
now an editor with Scientific 
| American, did a one-shot review 
| for the Nation mag en the short 
| lived Broadway legiter, “The Em- 
| Peror’s Clothes,” filling in for the 
; new regular critic Harold Clur- 





man, who had staged the play. | 


} Hatch also is an on-and-off contrib- 
} utor to the Reporter mag’s film de- 
| partment 

| In addition to signing Clurman, 
{the Nation has just added literary 
| critic Maxwell Geismar as contrib- 
| uting editor. 





S. Jay Kaufman’s Book 

} §. Jay Kaufman, generally cred- 
| ited with being “the first Broad- 
| way columnist” (on the old N.Y. 
| Mail & Globe) has written a book. 
| “How to Arrange a Public Func- 
| tion,” which David McKay will 
| publish next month. Same pub 
| also issuing “Freelance Writing for 
{a Living,” by Paul W. Kearney, 
himself a successful freelance. 


Flack Turns Editor 

Elizabeth Bragdon, pub chief for 
Bobbs-Merrill, has edited an an- 
| thology, “Women Today,’ which 
|her firm is publishing, including 
|; pieces by ILA.R. Wylie, Margaret 
| Mead, Zelda Popkin, Lynn White 
| Jr., Agnes Rogers, Evelyn Ardis 
; Whitman, Bess Furman, Isa Kapp, 
, Dorcas Campbell, Diana Trilling. 
Merle Miller, Lloyd Morris, Worth 
| Tuttle Hedden, Charlotte Muret. 
i Jessamyn West, Katharine Sim- 





| A. Strecker, Page Huideloper 
Dougherty, W. H. Auden, Margaret 
| Culkin Banning, Abraham Myer- 
| son, Russell Lynes. 


Dick Josephs’ Hegira 
Dick Josephs, Esquire travel edi- 
tor, left Tokyo recently for Hong 
Kong with his world-tour party of 
10, after a week's 0.0. of Japan. 
Party includes Mrs. Henry J. 


lawyer. 

Itinerary also includes Bangkok, 
Angor Vat ‘(this will be first con- 
ducted tour to visit the Vat since 
before war), two weeks in Java and 
Bali, Singapore, Calcutta, a trip to 
Dijaryilia to take a peep at Everest, 
Benares, Delhi, Bombay, Cairo, 
Athens, Rome and Naples. 

Josephs will leave the party at 
Naples, Editor will continue on to 
France, where he will gather ma- 
terial for another article on that 





Rosenblatt, wife of the show biz | 


| ings of the longhair world. Some | 
“ | readers may find the discussions 

t of the biz side of longhair a little | 
ra Z , too tradey, but most will get a 
} fascinating, authoritative and most- | 
| ly unbiased view of the widely- | 
Max Reinhardt, Tyrone Guthrie | ™#mified field. 


and 14 others. 
Also in the show biz idiom, ‘the | Suen topics as the coneers bureaus | 


! 


such topics as the concert bureaus 

}and the men who run them; the 
organized audience movement; the 
concert artist; N. Y. musical world 
| (Met, City Center, Philharmonic, | 
; etc.); musical world outside N. Y.: | 
| opera, orchestras, composers, the 
dance, electronics and educational 
worlds. 

Smith knows his stuff and treats | 
it interestingly, clearly and pro-| 
vocatively. Some of his su9gzestions 

| for the bettering of young talent’s 

lot, for increase of music in various 
cities and improvement in niusic 
conditions generally, are very apt 
and valuable. Bron. 





V-Girls and the Literati 
| The current Mickey Jelke-Pat | 
Ward Circus is regarded in book 
circles as a fortuitous trailer for 
| Polly Adler’s memoirs, “A House 
Is Not a Home,” which Rinehart is 
bringing out soon. 

Two femme agents have been 
making the publishers’ rounds with 
— by Miss Ward and Erica 
| Steel. 


CHATTER 


Alvin Dann named publicity di- 
rector for Collier's. He succeeds 
Seth Moseley. 


Eugene Ormandy and the Phila- 
| delphia Orchestra get cover story 
jon March 2 Newsweek. 

| Frank P. Lualdi promoted to 
| circulation manager and promotion 
| director of Pines Publications. 


| Polly and Mel (Garden City 
| Books) Evans buying a 120-acre 
| dairy farm near Ridgefield, Conn. 

' Al Friend (ex & Downing) now 
‘writing a column with show biz 
;}overtones for the Inwood News, 
| Bronx. 


| F. Hugh Herbert is in Las Vegas 


,to write the final chapters of his 
novel, “Loose Leaves From Ring 
Things.” 

Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn penned “I| 
Like to Make Movies” for the 
| April edition of Woman's Home 
| Companion. 
| Lee Wagner and Harold Clemen- 
| ko, TV Guide executives, arrived 
/in Hollywood for a week of confabs 
with Martin Lewis, Coast rep. 
| Donald M. Early, with the Jour- 
nal of Living since 1948, upped to 
executive editor. He formerly was 
associate editor at Greenberg, Inc. 

Helen Reilly, author of some 31. 
| mystery novels, new national prez 
of Mystery Writers of America, 
|Inc., succeeding George Harmon 


} 


cer-} onds, Evelyn Eaton, Dr. Edward , Coxe. 


| Winthrop Palmer, executive edi- 
'tor of Dance News, left N. Y. last 
| week for the Coast and Hawaii on 
| a pleasure trip, to be gone till mid- 

March. 
| Charles Spence, formerly promo- 
‘tion manager for the San Francis- 
| co Call-Bulletin, joined the Ameri- | 
'can Weekly as assistant circulation 
manager. 

Hollywood Foreign Correspond- | 
ents Assn. is bringing out a book 
| titled “Souvenir,” edited by Mar- | 
| gor Dayan, to celebrate its 10th 

anniversary. 

American Society of Magazine | 
Photographers sponsoring a sym- 
posium on “Critics, Criticism and 
the Photographer” tonight ‘Wed.: 
at Hotel Vanderbilt. N.Y. 

Dudley R. Rollison named man-. 
‘ager of motion picture advertising 
of American Weekly; previously 
| with Pedlar & Ryan, and prior to_ 
, that an account executive with 





| country. Josephs is on a triple mis- | NBC 


sion this trip. In addition to guid- 
ing the party. he is preparing two 
Esquire articles—one on France, 


travel anecdotes to be entitled 
“Outward Bound and Gagged,” 
which Doubleday will publish. 


Riviera ‘Book Preems’ 

In a two-pronged publicity 
scheme designed to boost Italian 
book sales and interest in local 
tourist facilities during lagging 
months, pressagents for the Riviera 
town of San Remo have cooked up 
“book premiere.” Bi-monthly, at 
the San Remo Casino, the country’s 
top editors will take turns in pre- 
senting their newest publications. 

Event will bring together top 
critics, authors and editors for a 
concerted drive to boost sales, and 
| will include a presentation by the 
| author of his thoughts concerning 
his work, brief reviews by critics 

resent, etc. Initial preem, held 

t week, introed Massimo 
tempelli’s new tone, “L'Amante 
Fedele” (“The Faithful Lover’), 
published by Arnoldo Mondadori. 








Lenghair Biz Lewdew2 
Cecil Smith's “Worlds of Music” 
(Lip ; $5} is an. intriguing, 
important book—a complete, criti- 
cal “inside stuff” tome on the work- 





4 Eunice Blake joining J. B. Lip- | 


| pincott April 1 as editor ef Chil-* 
+dren’s Books. For 15 years Miss 


' 


|ment of Oxford University Press, 
| New York. s 

Bobbs-Merrill ts publishing Den- 
ton Whitson’s “The Governor's 
Daughter” March 2. Novel has, 
also been selected by the Peoples 
| Book Club for its publication in, 
May. Book was agented by Shirley | 
Burke, with Ned Brown of MCA, 
handling film rights. 

American Newspapers Publish-, 
ers Assn. reporis that increased 
costs (newsprint, wages, etc.), 
forced 141 U.S. dailies in 25 states | 
to increase single copy prices’ 
above 5c. Breakdown shows 45 of | 
these 141 selling at 6c ‘embracing 
13 states}; 70 dailies in 16 states) 


states 10c daily. 


view editor, has his latest book, 
“Who Speaks For Man?” published 
by Macmillan. Tome. in two sec- 
“Ideas and isions,” is based on 
past seven years to Hiroshima, 
Japam; Korea, Berlin, Ceyien, In- 
dita and Pakistan. 

John Welden, recently with Carl 
Byoir in New Yerk and formerly 





Smith, former editor of Musical | * 


visits made by Cousins during the | Troy, N. Y. Welden 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








Hollywood. 

Though it’s generally agreed that nothing 1s as dead as a dead 
trouper, most of them, for corpses, show an amazing vitality when 
turned over to their biographers. This isn’t to say that obits make 
livelier reading matter than the copy: that normally lands on front 
pages, but it might be something for professors of journalism to ex- 
plore. 

Even books dealing with Hollywood, which seems to be the down- 
beat these days, do better than books not dealing with it. This is 
faint praise, of course, but it represents a change. In the old days, 
Hollywood was a most rewarding place for a publisher peddling his 
wares, but if he sent a writer out there to whip up a local product 
for the spring list, he invariably got a flop on his hands. 

More money, I suspect, wes lost by publishers trying to give the 
prestige of hard bindings and first editions to sidelights and person- 
alities of the eighth lively art than oil operators lost on dry holes in 
a similar period. It got so, Forest Lawn’s lowly planters of the dead 
were rubbing their hands every time a publisher signed an author in 
an attempt to break the Hollywood bogey. 

The fact that muggs like me liked books about Hollywood meant 
nothing. I’ve always been a sucker for any book that remotely touched 
the hooves of the world’s prized porkers. But that the general public 
shared the frailty is contrary to the bestseller records. 

When Simon & Schuster brought out Terrye Ramsaye’s $10 tribute 
to the film biz in 1926, “A Million and One Nights,” they didn't sell 
enough copies to cover the cover charge. They had made crossword 
puzzles pay off handsomely. They had debased philosophy into a 
household word and sold a $5 story of same into a fortune for all 
concerned. But when it came to “A Million and One Nights” they 
found themselves stuck with 1,000,001 remainders. 

Yet here they are, 27 years later, signing manuscripts written by 
passion-peddlers and doing extremely well with such memoirs. I 
liked Richard Brooks’ “The Producer’ as the best of these genre 
since Jim Tully's “Jarnegan.” And now comes a book from one of 
those on the outer rim of Hollywood, a pressagent turned exhibitor, 
with more readable remininscences than Willie Maugham’s. 

Arthur Mayer is “Merely Colossal,” described as “the story of the 
movies from the long chase to the chaise longue.” illustrated by 
Georgie Price (who could be our old Gus Edwards kid, but isn't) bats 
out a buoyant bit of prose for $3.50. It even has an index, called by 
this comedian of the boxoffice “the cast of characters.” 

Of all the books written from the terminal end of the biz, and there 
have been several like Carrie Balaban’s “Continuous Performance,” 
Will Irwin’s “The House That Shadows Built” and Messmore Kendall's 
“Never Let the Weather Interfere,” Mayer's “Colossal” is by far the 
gayest and grooviest document that has come off the presses in a long 
time. 

Every vintage gag of the industry is there right where it belongs, 
and there are some new ones. At least they're new to me, like God- 
sol’s appraisal of a theatre property: “There is only one thing I under- 
stand about these balance sheets. The liabilities are good.” 

Late Night Final 

Some I have heard in slightly difierent versions, like Howard Dietz's 

bon mot on tardiness. Either Arthur Schwartz or Dietz told me this 


‘one, and as I remember it, Dietz at that time was coming into his > 


office at 11, leaving for lunch at noon, making all appointments from 
3 to 4 and blowing to work on a show from then to all hours of the 
might. L. B. Mayer, observing this routine, chided Dietz with, “You're 
leaving early,” and Dietz replied, “Yes, but I came in late, you've got 
to remember that!” Arthur Mayer switches it and involves Nick 
Schenck, but my version sounds more logical since L. B. Mayer wasn't 
Dietz's superior in the east. But maybe Arthur Mayer has the right 
version. Either way, it’s a funny line. 

Even the Hollywood peepshows of S. J. Perelman, the Mark Twain 
of the Bronx, take on a livelier note than the rest of his ribald re- 
capitulations of news trends. In “The I}!-Tempered Clavichord” (Simon 
& Schuster) he has several pieces that boot show biz over the goal for 
laughs. One, entitled “Chewies The Goat But Flicks Need Hypo,” re- 
ports that the editors of VARiETy plan, by the simple expedient of 
changing three letters, to rechristen the paper Anxiety, a title, in Perel- 
man’s opinion, more suited to its contents these days. 

“Every Wednesday of late,” he writes, “skimming through Vartety’s 
grosses and film chatter, I have run into palpitations and anguish not 
normally aired outside the American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. To 
judge by these bedside reports. the film business is in extremis; bats 
and mice are daily replacing audiences in theatres across the land, cob- 
webs are forming on ushers, and exhibitors, hysterically accusing tele- 
vision, politics, substandard preduct and even sunspots, have suc- 
cumbed to panic. The most Talmudic reasons have been adduced to 
explain the decline in boxoffice, and it was inevitable some Hawkshaw 
would try to pin the rap on the old whipping boy, the human stomach.” 

This is Perelman proving that if he had to get down to brass tacks 
he could make his points as sharp as we have to all the time. Not 
one to let a thing like this die on his busy hands, Perelman writes a 
picture script for the munch-crunch set. His characters travel from 
Mayfair to the Sahara and somehow end in the South Seas, but when- 
ever the opportunity presents itself to make a pitch for the exhibs’ 
byproducts he has the characters do it. 

One of Lady Beltravers’ guests, eyeing through her lorgnet a side- 
table that Romanoff’s could not match, says: “Bless me, Monica, what a 
toothsome collation!” 

“Thank you, Baroness,” Lady Beltravers replies. “And, Speaking of 
matters edible, the fans watching this need not fall prey to the green- 
. eyed monster, for adjacent to their chairs they will lamp a pleasing se- 


another on Japan — and is also, Blake has been editor and manager lection of mint drops, chocolate creams and candied apples to beguile 
gathering material for a book of | of the Children’s Books Depart- themselves stomach-wise.” 


Perelman explained in a further aside that he was not writing dialog 
‘for his cruncher, “just spitballing to indicate how smoothly the pitch 
blends with the action.” 

Later Sandra Thrale ‘Greer Garson), the second most elusive jewel 
thief in the British Empire. is chided by her father for not eating her 
speckled trout in a mountain retreat. 

“They are scrumptious. Daddy.” she says, “but you'll never know 
bliss till you tackle Frosticles, the jet-powered icecream sensation.” 

Naturally her father wants to know where he could get such a tasty 
confection, but before Sandra can enlighten him, candy-butchers, who 
know a cue better than they know a billiard table, come down the 
aisles shouting, “Frosticles, Frosticles!” 

In 3-D, with Sandra's frigid glucose projected right into the audi- 
ence, I can see that a picture like this would do wonders for the b.o. 

I had hoped to show a little of “The Fabulous Fanny,” by Norman 
Katkov, as another contribution from Hollywood to the gaiety of let- 
ters, but I've reached the end of my line and those axmen on VARIETY’s 


,at 7c; and 26 newspapers in three | copy desk wouldn’t let me run over if I had a surefire invention for 
Mécuaie Camus, Séteréey Ro- | making top-grossing westerns out of cactus plants. 





director of public relations for the | Operas,” first published in 1912, 
N. Y. U.-Bellevue Medical Center.| for Simon & Sehuster publication 


tions, “People and Places” and | has been named to a similar post|in March. S&S also bringing out 


at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,| the Prix de Monaco novel, a cur- 
suceeds Rich-| rent French bestseller. 
ard W. Schmelzer. 


Louis Biancolli and Robert Ba-| another novel from 
eee Ie iedt oe e. World-| “The Colors ef the 





elegram, have revised for a third main Gary, translated by Siephen 
time their “Vietor Book of | Becker. 
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Broadway 


Arthur Kober, back from Rome, 
working on a new play. 

Samuel Goldwyn is L.A. to N.Y.- 
ing next week for six weeks. 

Oscar Doob, Loew’s Theatres 
exec, back from Florida vacation. 

The Jack Silvermans’ 40th anni; 
he’s the boniface of Old Rou- 
manian, lower East Side nitery. 

Arthur B. Krim, United Artists 
president, returns Tuesday (3) from 
Coast huddles with indie producers. 

Harry Zelzer, Chicago impre- 
sario, in N.Y. all last week, pact- 


ing concert artists for next season. | 


Victor Moore, who was 76 yes- 


terday (Tues.), being birthday-par- | 


tied at Sardi’s 
(Wed.?. : 
Leslie Caron due in Sunday (1) 


for interviews and personals 


at noon today 


“Li.” 

Paul White, just resigned prez 
ef PSI-TV, beachcombing in Ber- 
muda until announcing his new 
connection. 

Hazel Scott and her husband, 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, 
fly to Paris this week but are due 
back March 8. 


Charles B. Moss, head of the | 
B.S. Moss Corp., back to his N.Y.} 


office after three-week business 
trip to the Coast. ; 

Mort Spring, first v.p. of Loew's 
International, back from a visit of 
the company’s studios and a tour 
of far eastern branches. 

Tomorrow (Thurs.) is a double- 
feature celebration for Billy Reed, 
who marks his 30th anni in show 
biz and the 6th anni of his Little 
Club. : ; 

Director-writer Billy Wilder is 
partnered with Charles K. Feld- 
man in ‘ 
play purchase, which Irving P. La- 
zar agented. 

Richard W. Altschuler, prez of 
Republic Pictures International 
Corp., planed to Europe Friday 
(20) for a four-week survey of the 
continental market. 

Vera and Nate Blumberg com- 
ing east especially for the Friars 
dinner to Bob. Hope at invitation 
of Jesse Block (& Eve Sully), who 
is general chairman of the fete. 

Fred Schwartz, Century Circuit 
prexy, back in N. Y. after Coast 

dies with Lester Cowan on 

ema Productions’ “Main Street 
to Broadway.” He’s partnered in 
Cinema. 

James Sauter, president of USO- 
Camp Shows, has been named 
chairman of the legit theatres di- 
vision of the 1953 funds drive of 
the New York chapter, American 
Red Cross. 

Norman Reader, pub-ad head of 
French Tourist Office, to Chi, 
Frisco, L.A., Houston and Dallas. 
Also set another Texas Week on 
French Riviera, July 4-12. 

Greer Garson planes from the 
Coast to Boston tomorrow (Thurs.) 
to help kick off local Red Cross 
drive. Heading the campaign in 
that area is William A. Parker, 
member of the Loew’s-M-G board. 

Adolph Zukor, Paramount board 
chairman, returns to New York to- 
day (Wed.) after spending the last 
couple of months at the studio. His 
future sked includes a trek to Eu- 
rope in the fall. 

The first annual “Mike & 
Screen” Awards Dinner of the 
Radio-Newsreel-Television Work- 
ing Press Assn. will be held at the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y., May 
27. Proceeds will go to the Damon 
Runyon cancer fund. 

Claude C. Philippe, known as 
“Philippe of the Waldorf” and suc- 

“cessor to the late “Oscar of the 
Waldorf,” was made a veepee of 
the Waldorf-Astoria Corp. last 
week. Also elevated to v.p. status 
were Edwin K. Hastings and Ford 
M. Thudson. 

Barney Balaban, Paramount Pic- 
tures prez, will serve as honorary 
chairman of the 1953 Joint Defense 
Appeal. JDA is seeking to raise 
$5,000,000 to finance the activities 
of the American Jewish Committee 
and the Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'rith. 

Dana Andrews, co-star of Para- 
mount’s Ceylon locationer, “Ele- 

hant Walk,” and featured player 

ylee Haulani planed to the Coast 
over the weekend enroute home 
from their overseas stint. Pair 
Was accompanied by art director 
Franz Bachelin. 

Emmerich Kalman, Viennese 
operetta composer currently living 
in Paris, has been promoted by the 
French government from Cheva- 
lier to Officer of the Legion of 
Honor as “a token of gratitude for 
the eminent services rendered to 
the cultural relations between 
France and the U.S.” 

Doris Barry, sister and personal 
manager of British ballerina Alicia 
Markova, sailed for England last 
Thursday (19) to finalize details 
for the dancer’s London appear- 
ances during the Coronation. Miss 
Markova was partied by Hermitage 
House and Kamin’s last Thursday, 
plete day of her biog, “Alicia 

»" by Anton Dolin 
“The 


trouble with you show’ next 


in | 
connection with preem of Metro's 


“The Seven Year Itch” | 


folks is that you always seem to be 
looking for special privileges,’ 
said Chief Magistrate John M. 
Murtagh, as he imposed a $1,459 
fine last Wednesday (18) in N.Y. 
Traffic Court on Lewis Bullock of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., conductor of 
the American Male Chorus, for 
failure to answer 29 traffic sum- 
monses accumulated over the past 
four years. 


Paris 

Grand Guignol is reviving 30- 
year old “The Bat.” 

“Dazzling Hour.” legit hit, 
ting some U.S. offers. 

Large screen TV expected to be 
| unveiled here in June. 

Mouloudji, nitery singer, off on 
Belgium tour after sock stint at 
Carroll's. 

Raf Vallone here for his role in 








London 


A vintage Harold Lloyd pic, 
“Grandma's Boy,” is to be fea- 
tured at the South Bank National 
Theatre next week. 

Mel Dinelli and Hermione Gin- 
gold collaborating on a new play, 
“Abracadabra,” in which she in- 
tends to play the lead. 


Alan Ladd due back from Switz- | 
erland soon to take up starring | 


role in his second Columbia Brit- 
ish production, “Hell Below Zero.” 


Queen Elizabeth II conferred 


| title of Commander of the Order 


get- | 


of the British Empire on William 
Primrose, violist, in London yester- 
day (Tues.). 

Gene Tierney inked by J. Arthur 
Rank Organization to co-star with 
Leo Genn in “A Day’s Mischief.” 


; Antony Darnborough will produce 
| at Pinewood. 


the new Marcel Carne pic, “The-| 
; week, Forrest Tucker sailed last 


;rese Raquin.” 


| Rene Clair getting the Grand | 


| Prix Du Cinema Francais for his 
| film, “Belles De Nuit.” 

| Gerard Philipe readying “Loren- 
| zaccio” for Theatre National Pop- 
ulaire production at Palais de 
Chaillot Feb. 28. 

Jean-Pierre Gredy doing “Pal 
| Joey” adaptation solo. Plan had 
' been for Gredy to work on Paris 

version with Jacques Deval. 

Anatole Litvak pic, now shoot- 
jing here with Kirk Douglas, ten- 

tatively called “Somewhere In The 

World,” but looking for new title. 

Ballets De Bali getting top crix 
here with top tab sales for the 
| short ll-day stint at the Marigny 
Theatre which terminates Feb. 25. 

“That's Life” (“C’est La Vie”) is 
title of new Jacques Deval script 
| which goes into rehearsal with Val- 
|entine Tessier in lead role at Re- 
naissance. 

Jean Marais out of Comedie- 
Francaise Co. with farewell per- 
formance of “Britannicus.” Pic 
commitments hold actor from legit 
until next season when he forms 
troupe of his own. 


Chicago 
Tommy Lyman in city to attend 
| funeral of his father. 
| _ Spike Jones does two days at the 
| Opera House Feb. 27-28. 
Kermit Bloomgarden in for the 
| opening of “The Shrike” Monday 





(23) 

| George Murphy in for the instal- 
lation of Variety Club officers last 
week. 

Mrs. Van Heflin in to visit with 
hubby for six weeks during run of 
“Shrike.” 

Manos Spiropoulis, Greek film 


star, in town showing “Black 
Earth” his latest production. 

Bob Taplinger got Hotel Sher- 
man publicity account and he’s try- 
ing to find man for Chi office. 


By Geeno Garr 

Carmen Amaya Co., back from 
France, started provincial tour. 

J. Viros Moyes, film attorney, 
made a director of Warner Bros. 
Spanish company. 

Hotel Crillon nitery has song- 
stress Trini Alonso and Italian 
comedian Gustavo Re. 

“Je l'Amai Trop,” by J. Guitton, 
starring Isabel Garcez, the new hit 
of Teatro Infanta Isabel. 

Works of Ted Shawn and Ameri- 
can composer Mary Campbell and 
Walter Newman on program of 


dancer Manuel Rosado. 

Cuban songstress Maria de Los 
Angeles Santana, starring since 
December in “Conquistame” at 
Teatro Madrid, will continue with 
same play until the spring. 

Group of French Ils, called 
“Ballet Charles Capel,” and di- 
rected by Spanish pry wou 
Jose Atienza, will bew at the Thea- 
tro Zarzuela late this month. 

“The Angel's Kitchen,” farce 
comedy by Parisian author Albert 
Husson (translated by Jose L. 
Alonso), starring Luis Prendes and 
Mayrata O'’Wisiedo, doing well at 
Teatro Beatriz. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Gene Autry due March 1 for a 
one-day appearance at Ulline 
Arena. 

Dagmar highlighted annual Front 
Page Ball of Washington Newspa- 
per Guild last Friday (20). 

Violinist Heifetz due in March 1 
for Constitution Hall concert under 
aegis of Patrick Hayes’ American 
U series. 

Loew staffers Alan Zee, Jack 
Foxe and Bill Riding working with 
civic leaders on town’s annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival April 9-12. 

British actor Emlyn 
skedded for three performances of 
his Charles Dickens readings under 
aegis a? — College alumnae 





dance recitals given by Filippineo | 


| 


| 


illiams | ti 





Having delayed his return by a 


Wednesday. He has been filming 
here in the Wilcox-Republic pro-| 
duction, “Laughing Anne.” 

Anna Neagle, star of Tom Ar- 
nold’s “Happy and Glorious,” on a 
short Riviera vacation between the 
end of the provincial tour and 
West End opening at the Paiace 
Saturday (28). 

Big Republic contingent came in 
from Hollywood last week. Prexy 
Herbert J. Yates arrived Monday 
with his wife, and accompanied by | 
Bill Saal. He was preceded by 
Richard Altschuler. | 


Frank Sinatra handed over ‘a 
crix citation to Jean Carson at a 
Variety Club luncheon, declaring 
her the musical comedy discovery 
of 1952. She is currently starring 
in “Love From Judy.” | 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

Peter Lind Hayes and Mary) 
Healy opened at the Clover Club! 
Feb. 23. ‘ 

George Tyson’s “Holiday On| 
Ice” at Coral Gables Coliseum for | 
eight-day run. 

Jacques Peals, husband of Edith 
Piaf, opened in cafe of Biltmore 
Terrace hotel. | 

Film producer-writer Polan 
Banks house guesting with the 
Brohr Dahlbergs. 

Milton Berle made special trip 
here to emcee annual Police and 
Firemen’s benefit. 

“Tumultime,.” new edition of 
“Bagels and Yox,” doing healthy | 
biz at Variety theatre. 

Alan Gale floored by flu, with | 
Phil Foster, Joe E. Lewis, and} 
Myron Cohen filling in for him. 

At Varadero Beach (Cuba) are} 
columnists Hy Gardner, Danton 
Walker and N.Y. Mirror’s Ken | 
McCaleb. j 

Lena Horne, who closed at Clov- | 
er Club Sunday (22), cocktail-par- | 
tied by Dorothy Dey, wife of im- 
pressionist Dean Murphy. 

Walter Winchell planed to Key 
West Naval station for show which 
featured Vagabonds, Condos and 
Brandow, Elissa Jayne and Frank 
Linale orch. 

Joining the show biz colony at 
the Lord Tarleton this week are 
comedians Sid Caesar, Jack Carter, 
Paul Winchell, plus Boston “Pops” 
orch maestro Arthur Fiedler, 


Rome 
By R. F. Hawkins 

Sergiu Calibidache’ directing 
series of concerts at the Argentina. 

George Sanders to Naples to 
start shooting new Roberto Rossel- 
lini pic. 

Jules Romain’s “Knock” playing 
both legit version, at the Satiri and 
on the screen, first-run at the 
Corso. ; 

Anna Magnani considering a re- 
turn to the musical revué stage in 
the fall, first since her appearance 
with Toto in a musical during last 
days of war. 

Gina Lollobrigida being rushed 
through last scenes of Errol Flynn’s 
“Teacher of Don Juan” so she can | 
start John Huston’s “Beat the 
Devil,” with Jennifer Jones and 
Humphrey Bogart. 

John Ford flew in from African 
“Mogambo” location for a week’s 
rest. Director feted at official re- 
ception in Cinecitta Studios, pre- 
sented with scroll for Venice prize- 
winner “Quiet Man” by govern- 
ment pic officials. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 
Johnny Harris home from “Ice 
Capades” coast meeting. 
Sol Bragin, WB’s chief buyer, off 
gag hoo — Miami Beach siesta. 
ayers preparing “Bill 
Budd” for a mid- arch teeden. 


on. 

Eddie Bracken has his minature 
musical, “What’s New,” at the 
Vogue Terrace this week. 

Local actor Bill Thunhurst has 





quit “South Pacific’ on Broadway 
after more than two years. 

Bob Parks home after two-year 
stretch in Europe as a civilian con- 
sultant on Air Force entertain- 
ment. 

Marcelle Feiner, Orrin Redfield, 
Alma Lind and Bill Putch heading 
cast of Playhouse’s next “The 
Royal Family.” , 





| “Doin’ 


|“Father of Bride” (M-G), which 


after Brisbane run, New Zealand 
tour follows. 


Joe Shea, who was around ear- 
lier this season ahead of “Mister 
Roberts,” is back drum-beating 
“Male Animal.” 

Casey Stine, former Carnegie 
vania Governor Fine’s Prison In- 
vestigating Committee, 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 

Mimie Macs, after tour of west- 
ern Nebraska, into Angelo’s Thurs- 
day (19). 

Harlem Globetrotters basketball 
team did capacity biz in Scotts- 
bluff, Nebr. 

Ex-KOWH 


announcer Kermit 


| Hansen joined Allen and Reynolds | 
'ad firm as an exec. | 


Ted Mack Amateur show signed 
to headline Burt County Fair in 
Tekamah Aug. 25-28. 

Jolly Joe Martin bowed in with 
the Town,” disk and re- 
view of local shows, in afternoon 
stint on WOW. 


Tokyo 


By Richard H. Larsh 

Charles Chaplin's “Limelight” | 
scheduled for roadshow here at 
end of March. 

Toho star Shirley Yamaguchi to 
make “Hoyo” (“The Embrace”) un- 
der director Masahiro Makino. 

E. F. Johnson, former assistant | 
manager of Republic’s Japanese | 
office, ankled to become manager | 
for Allied Artists. 

“Father’s Little Dividend” (M-G) 
slated for release soon here follow-| 
ing the smash biz racked up by| 


roke all house records at the} 
icadilly Where it has been run- 
ning since last Dec. 25. 


Portland, Ore. her 


Cooper Sisters head Clover Club | 
show for second week. | 
Walter Hoffman, Paramount 


new product. 

Stan Kenton Orch played a one} 
niter at Jantzen Beach Ballroom | 
last Saturday (21). 

Tempest Storm has SRO sign 
out nightly for second week at! 
Star Theatre. Patrons paying $1.80 | 
to see stripper. 

Betty Hutton Show played four | 
days at the Paramount last week- 
end (20-23). Miss Hutton had a/| 
big civic welcome and taped shows! 
for 10 diskers in two hours. Show | 
tours other big northwest cities. 


Viensa 


By Emil W. Maass 

Josefstadt intends to play Rich- 
= _ 5trauss opera, “‘Rosen-Kava- 

er. 

An American information center 
opened in Klagenfurt, Carinthia, 
British zone. 

Josefstadt. Theatre rehearsing | 
Brazilian comedy, “Tomorrow It! 
Will Be Different.” | 

“April, 2,000,” government-made | 





film, selected as one to be shown | 
at Cannes Film Fete. 

Ludwig Standl of Red White Red | 
network introducing show incorpo- 
rating talent scout idea. 

Joe Glenn inked by state-owned 
Burgtheatre as director and dram- 
atist will quit present job on 
Volkstheatre soon. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

“Moonlight Bay” (WB) surpris- 
ingly sock in this area, 

United Artists will handle Aussie 
distribution of 3-D pic, “Bwana 
Devil.” 

Several Aussie shows are being 
readied for Korea tours next 
spring. 

Doris Fritton spotting “Venus 
Observed” into Independent, North 
Sydney. 

“Winterset” given revival airing 
at Mercury, Sydney, via indie 
management. 

Metro reported on looksee for 
more Melbourne nabe houses to 
add to its chain. -« 

Greater Union Theatres added 
another Sydney nabe at Campsie 
to Ac eon loop. 

“Greatest Show” (Par) continues 
SRO in all Aussie keys. Film may 
eg biggest grosser to play 

ere. 

Universal running a Daff Third 
of Century sales drive here with 
Here McIntyre, Aussie chief in 


charge. 
David N. will b 


- Martin 
Folies Bergere” into Melbourne 





| throat infection. 


| Nanette Fabray bought 
_ in Beverly Hills. oo 


ring | McCulloch are Patsy 


— 


Hollywood 


Ann Miller returned from Ital 
Adolph ‘Zukor vacationing (a 
Tucson... 
ita Hayworth bought 
in Presewene. . 3, pues 
ie Cantor vacationi 
Palm Springs. _ 
Jeanne Crain 


in 





bedded with 


Steve Broidy named prexy of 


Tech dramat, working on Pennsyl-| Temple Israel here. 


Samuel Goldwyns in town after 
month in Palm Springs. 
_ Vivien Leigh and Laurence Oliy. 
ier planed in from London. 

Bob O'Donnell in from Texas to 
look over the 3-D situation. 

Dick Powell on the mend after 
an emergency appendectomy. 

Wild Bill Elliott will tour Japan 
with a rodeo show next Summer. 

Joe Rollo joined Milt Deutsch 
Agency to handle cafe bookings. 

George Murphy to Oklahoma 
City to speak for the film industry. 

Gordon MacRae fined $110 by 


| AGVA for a cuffo appearance at 


Ciro’s. 


Jimmy Cagney bought a 450- 


| acre ranch from Adrian and Janet 


Gaynor. 

Adolph Zukor addressed month- 
ly meeting of Motion Picture In- 
dustry Council. 

Joseph Newman laid up with in- 


| juries sustained in an accident on 


his lemon ranch. 

Mabel Walker Willebrandt re. 
newed as legal counsel by the 
Screen Directors Guild of Amer- 
ica. 

Mishel S. Green will be pre. 
sented with Annual Humanitarian 
a by Hollywood Actors Coun- 
cil. 

Dore Schary presented with a 
plaque by the American Legion of 
Texas for his documentary, “The 
Hoaxters.” 

Pat O’Brien spoke on “Ameri- 
canism” at annual convention of 
the National Assn. of Secondary 


| School Principals. 


John Houseman drew a certifie 
cate of merit from the Southern 
California Motion Picture Council 
for producing “Bad and the Beauti- 
ul. 

Samuel Goldwyn cited by the 
Federation of Women’s Clubs for 
his “outstanding contributions to 
moral and cultural development of 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 
Russian Inn, known to show biz 
folk, celebrated its 30th anni Mon- 
day (23). 
Pep’s Musical Bar is adding new 
room, to be known as Terrace 


| field man, in town on company’s! Screen.” 


| Room, opening March 2. 


Peter Hanley, after absence of 
two years, returned to his old spot 
at Celebrity Room, Feb. 23. 

Latin Casino planning couple of 
double features— Dorothy Dan- 
dridge and Jackie Miles, week of 
April 2, and Joni James and Jack 
Carter, April 9. 

Gov. John S. Fine, of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Mayor Joseph S. Clark, 


Jr., of Philadelphia, agreed to act 


as sponsors for second annual 


Tamiment Chamber Music Festival. 


George A. Hamid guest speaker 
at Philadelphia Cafe Men’s Assn. 
meeting Tuesday afternoon (24). 

Lenny Salidor, Decca Records 


|; Promotion man, transferred here 


from Baltimore. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Beniamino Gigli set for one- 


_ night dates in Edinburgh and Dun- 


dee. 

British Broadcasting Corp. in 
Scotland celebrating 30th anni 
March 6. 

Doris Droy, Scot comedienne, 
making comeback in vaude season 
at Metropole, Glasgow, March 2. 

George Taylor new prexy of 
Scot branch of British Cinemato- 
graph Exhibs’ Assn., with George 
Gilchrist as veepee. . 

Jimmy Logan, Dave Willis, An- 
nabelle Logan and other Scot art- 
ists to appear in televised cabaret 
from Central Hotel, Glasgow, 
March 4. 

T. S. Eliot’s new play, “The Con- 
fidential Clerk,” now slated for 
Lyceum, Edinburgh, for two weeks 
opening Aug. 25, during Edin- 
burgh International Festival. 


Memphis 


By Matty Brescia 
Jimmy Featherstone orch to 
Hotel Peabody’s Skyway. 
b Cross orch in for two weeks 
in Hotel Claridge’s Balinese Room. 
Kay Francis at the Arena in 
“Theatre” with Mischa Auer in 
this week in “Room Service. 
Pencilled in by Arena g.m. Sam 
Kelly in “My 
Sister Eileen,” March 3, and “The 
Women” with Arena cast, March 
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OBITUARIES 


VERNON STEVENS | 

Vernon Stevens, 60, midwest 
head of Musie Corp. of America’s 
concert division, died in Chicago 
Feb. 16 after a long illness. He 
started as a song plugger in the 
early ‘20s and in 1924 went into 
business with Ted Fio Rito and 
Danny i 
Beach Hotel, Chicago. He also was 
allied with the operation of sta- 
tion WEBH. 

in 1927 Stevens went into part- 

rship with Art With in Amuse- 

nt Service Corp., 


period up to 
ch bands as Kay Kyser and Ish- 
am Jones. He left the business 
then, selling life insurance until 
1937 when he took over as Dave 
Rubinoff’s personal manager and 
concert booker and stayed with 
the violinist until 1943 when he 
joined MCA. 


| 
Survived by his wife, Dorothy 


Young, who also does concert 
beeking and theatrical publicity; 
a brother, Dick, head of the Chi- 
cago MCA small unit department, 
and a son and two grandchildren, 


ESTHER MULLIN 
Mrs. Harry Pollock, known pro- 
fessionally as Esther Mullin, 43, 
prominent author and actress in 
children vehicles, died Feb. 20 in 
Cleveland after a lingering illness. 
Pollock had been forced to 
give up her “Ladies’ Day” pro- 
gram on WGAR, although she 
maintained an active interest in 
her juvenile half-hour WGAR 
stanza, “Fairy Tale Theatre.” 

She had taught at 
College and the Beverly Hills Com- 
munity Theatre, as well as having 
acted with the Edward Everett 
Horton Co. and the Chicago Art 
Repertory Co. 

Survived by husband and two 
daughters. 


Mrs. 


Russo at the Edgewater 


Washburn | 


THOMAS HEAPHY 
Thomas Heaphy, 62, legit and 
‘Tadio actor, died Feb. 19 in N.Y. 
| after a short illness. 


| He had produced and directed | 


plays for church and religious 
| groups in New York, and during 
| World War II, went overseas with 
co U.S.O. His last legit show was 
|“‘Happy Birthday.” His last TV 
show, “The Tribute,” filmed early 
in February. ; 

Survived by his widow, a sister, 
and a nephew, 


which was; 
rong competition to MCA during | 
1934, booking | 


FRED GODFREY 

Fred Godfrey, 72, British song- 
writer, died Feb. 22 in London. 
Tunes written by him included 
| ““All the Nice Girls Love a Sailor,” 
“Irish and Proud of It, Too,” “Now 
I Have to Call Him Father” and 
i“Who Were You Out With Last 
Night.” 

Godfrey also wrote “Take Me 
Back to Dear Old Blighty,” 
}was a British hit during World 
War I. 


J. PAUL PERRINE 

. Paul Perrine, 70, vet actor 
and little theatre producer-direc- 
tor, died at his home in Connells- 
| ville, Pa., near Pittsburgh, Feb. 16. 
|In recent vears, Perrine had ap- 
peared in productions at the Pitts- 
jburgh Playhouse and _ district 
strawhats under name of Richard 
| Foote. 

Survived by wife, five children 
and three grandchildren. 


JOHN LAWRENCE MURPHY 

John Lawrence Murphy, actor 
and dancer, died Feb. 21 in N.Y. 
Murphy had appeared in vaude at 
the old Broadway Theatre, N.Y.., 
‘and toured a number of years ago 
in a revival of “Yip Yip Yaphank,” 
put on in connection with “This Is 
| the Army.” He retired a few years 
ago. 


which | 


Wylie management for 30 years, | 
subsequently transferring to the 
Tom Arnold organization. 


LONNIE HICKS | 
Lonnie Hicks, 70, songwriter and | i i 
aes rian . customer, the Chinese mainland: 
arranger for Nat (King) Cole, died | Biz is bad among the foreigners 
| Feb. 20 in Los Angeles. 





Deat rr ™ .| Private parties in the beautiful 

h occurred after Hicks un | homes perched on the hills above 
jthe city which still retain their 
pre-slump splendor. 

The teeming throngs of Chinese 
here provide a rather specialized 
audience with a tasie for only cer- 
tain types of western entertain- 
ment. This taste is childish, leaning 
toward the comic and the spectacu- 
lar. Biggest grossers among recent 
touring attractions were the Har- 
with him in jobbing business, and lem Globetrotters and an Ice Fol- 
a daughter. lies show. Helen Traubel flopped 
| miserably. During the Christmas- 
New Year holidays, the Chinese 
packed the largest downtown the- 
atre four times daily to see a re- 
exhibitton at Temple, Tex., in 1910. | Viv@l of Disney's “Snow White.” 


'In 1915 he opened the old Queen | Other houses added three or four 
Theatre in Austin. He was also| Cartoon shorts. Other features in 


the city over the holidays included 

|“Black Rose” (20th), “Untamed 

| Frontier” (U), ‘“Rainbow- ‘Round 
7s , ow . | Shoulder” ‘Col), “Where's Charley” 

Wife, 56. of Wallace Wathall, ‘ oe A ~y 

| died Feb. 15 in Dallas. He’s special | (WB), “Blackbeard Pirate (RKO), | 

/homeoffice rep of National Screen | 42d “Way of Gaucho” (20th). 

Service there and brother of the; Nightclubs Depend on 

j late Henry B. Walthall, silent ca) Hong Kong's 

actor. 


| derwent surgery. 


Henry N. Homeyer, 74. sheet 
‘Music jobber, died Feb. 18 in Bos- 
ton. following an operation. Estab- 
lishing the company which bears 
his name in 1932, he built it into 
| the largest, with most extensive 
catalog serving New England music 
; dealers. Survived by wife. two 
;} sons, one of whom was associated 


J. J. Hegeman, 70, veteran thea- | 
tre man, died Feb. 16 in Austin, 
| Tex. He started in motion picture 


with the Grand Opera House in 
| Galveston. 


Tourists 
nightclubs would 
close down tomorrow if there were 
x no more tourists, merchant seamen 
C. J. Kremer, 68. Stanton, Neb.,| and British and American gobs in 
theatre owner, died Feb. 17 in the city. Hong Kong Chinese stick 
Norfolk, Neb., after long illness. | to their own brand of. niteries. 
He completed 35 years in the film) which are mainly hangouts for the 
4 oS last oun. Survived | ubiquitous mah jong games which 
¥ Wie anc two sons. go on noisily all day and up to 
midnight, when indulgence in the 
game is forbidden by law because 
of the noise created by the shuf-, 
fling of the ivory blocks. Some na- 
tive clubs provide the equally noisy 
traditional Chinese theatre as en-' 
tertainment, None has dance mu- 
; Sic nor western style floorshows. 
Father of Norma Dundorf Wool-| Most popular of the western style 
sey, assistant traffic manager of|clubs are the Skyroom and the ' 


Frank Greenough, 49. orchestra 
leader, died Feb. 19 in Santa Bar- 
bara after a long illness. Former 
pianist in*Grauman’s Chinese The- 
atre, he later led the band in the 
Santa Barbara Biltmore. 


and they confine their nightlife to! 


| ployment 


Harem-Happy Hong Kong 


Continued from page 2 








hours available for spending. No 
one goes to cocktails before 7:30 
p.m., and dinner gets under way 
about 9 o'clock. Nightclubs open 
about 11 p.m. and close regularly 


| before 2 a.m. Even on New Year's 


Eve the shutters were up by 2 
o'clock. Only in private homes and 
at the opulent Correspondents’ 
slub were festivities going on un- 
til the “wee” hours. 


| Loews $4,000,000 


aus Continued from page 1 jaa 























when the pension plan becomes ef- 
fective. 

Loew’s prexy, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, interrupted a Florida va- 
cation to attend the board meeting. 
He returned south over the week- 
end. At the session, the board de- 
clared a regular 20c quarterly divi- 
dend payable March 31 to stock- 
holders of record March 13. 


MARRIAGES 

Betty Adams to Matt Burke, Las 
Vevas. Feb. 15. He's an actor. 

Vivian J. Jackson to Sid Bren- 
ner, Hershey, Pa., Feb. 21. He’s 
emcee of the WNHC-TV, New 
Haven, show, “TV Talent Audi- 
tions.” 

Joyce Ann Dawson to Harold 
Hanna Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. 
Groom's the son of Ben Hanna, of 
20th exchange staff in Pitt. 

Harre Romanoff to James Spital- 
ny, Boston, Feb. 17. Groom is 
former bandleader and  nitery 
comic. now operating a Chicago em- 
agency, and is son of 
Maurice Spitalny, Pittsburgh maes- 
tro, and nephew of Phil Spitalny. 

Dee Hartford ‘nee Donna Hig- 
gins) to Howard Hawks, Hollywood, 
Feb. 29. Groom is a vet film direc- 








A daughter, a brother and three 


; “ | 
WILLIAM HAWKINS DL Sree ad] 


William Waller Hawkins, 69, for- 
mer chairman of the board of the : 
Scripps-Howard newspapers, died _ GENE LESLIE 
Feb. 19 at his home in Miramar,| Leslie Eugene Halverson, 49. 
Cal., of influenza. Hawkins, whose | film actor, dancer and ice skater 
son William, Jr., is legit critic for | professionally known as Gene Les- 
the N.Y. World-Telegram and Sun, | lie, died Feb. 20 in Los Angeles. 
was also a former president of the | Among the films he appeared in 
United Press. succeeding Roy); were “The Bells of St. Mary’s, 
Howard, and later went into the | “The Gay Senorita,” “Holiday in 
Scripps-Howard org as editor-in-| Mexico,” “Duel in the Sun” and 
chief. He had retired as Scripps-| “The Spanish Main.” 
Howard board chairman, Jan. 1. He appeared in ice shows with 

Surviving, besides his son Wil-, Sonja Henie. 
liam, are his wife and two sons, all 
_ offspring resulting from a prior 
marriage, 


BELA BALLOG 

Bela Ballog, 51, vaude and con- 
cert violinist, died in Chicago Feb. 
22. Born in Youngstown, O., he 
came from a family of Austro-Hun- 
garian gypsies, who had been 
musicians for generations. He 
traveled the Keith-Orpheum cir- 
cuit for many years with an orches- 


WILLIAM W. KERRIGAN 

William Wallace Kerrigan, 73. 
former general manager of Uni- 
versal Studios, died Feb. 20 in 
Hollywood. A twin of J. Warren 


been agent and general manager 
for Rudolph Valentino, William S. 
Hart, Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr. 

He served as g.m. for Universal 
from 1912 to 1914. 


Kerrigan, silent film star, he had | 


WDTV\ in Pittsburgh, and father- 
in-law of Moe Woolsey, a director 
at that station. died at his home 
there Feb. 9 after a long illness. 


Lt. Gen. Sir Sydney Lawford, 87. 
father of actor Peter Lawford. died 
Feb. 15 in Hollywood. In recent 


tion pictures. In addition to his 
son, his wife and a sister survive. 


Dwight V. Hutchings, 73 
of the Mission Inn. died Feb. 16 in 
Riverside, Cal. He was a former 
president of the Riverside Opera 
Assn. 


owner 


August L. Fornasero, 63. violin- 
list with station WOV, N. Y.. for 
the past 12 years, died Feb. 21 in 
Trenton, N. J. 


William S. Hogue, 54. radio ad- 
/ Vertising salesman, died in Paris. 
Tex., Feb. 17. He was essociated 
with KPLT since May, 1951. 


vears he played bit roles in mo-! 


| Ritz, the former tastily decorated, 
| with tiered tables around a huge 
| dance floor and a view of the har- 
| bor from its third-door location at 
| North Point, a 20-minute drive 
from downtown Hong Kong. The 
Ritz, in the same locality, is not as 
large, more garishly decorated and 
with a smaller dance floor. Best 
dance music in town is provided 
by the Skyroom where Ceasar Ve- 
|lasco batons an all-Filipino band. 
The Ritz band is also Filipino but 
not so good. , 

Both the Skyroom and the Ritz 
provide a sort of floorshow., consist- 
jing of two appearances a night by 
one act. At the Ritz during the 
holidays were St. Clair and Day, 
a dance team of mediocre ability 
billed as “dancers exquisite. direct 
from Radio City, New York.” Their 
publicity also lists 11 films. Eddie 
Guzman led the band at the Ritz, 
featuring a Filipino thrush, Cora 
Ballecer. 

Skyroom show offered the Dar- 


tra that included six brothers. He 
had been in semi-retirement in re- 
cent years. 

Survived by his widow, who was 
a member of the band, six chil- 
dren, including two musicians, and 
five brothers, all musicians. 


WALTER W. ARMITAGE 

Walter W. Armitage, 46, actor- 
playwright. died Feb. 22 in N. Y. 
after a brief illness. Born in South 
Africa, Armitage began his stage 
career there in 1926 in “Hit the 
Deck.” In 1931 he had a role in 
the film “The Love of Habit” and 
that same year made his N. Y. bow 
in “Melo.” 

During 1940 he operated the 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. 
Armitage also wrote a number of 
scenarios and legit plays. 

Wife and two sisters survive. 


THOMAS J. COURTNEY 

Thomas J. Courtney, 54, for 20 
years asst. manager and manager 
of the Casino Theatre, Halifax, 
N.S., and for several years a su- 
pervisor of Odeon chain theatres 
in the maritime provinces, died 
suddenly at Halifax, Feb. 14, of a 
heart attack. A photographer on 
the side, he had produced and shot 


a number of films on outdoor sub- | 


jects, screening them, personally, 


RICHARD B. DONOVAN 
Richard Butler Donovan, 50, or- 
‘chestra leader, died in Keene, 
|N. H., Feb. 14. Before organizing 
'his own orchestra in Keene sev- 
eral years ago, he had played with 
various orchestras in Boston and 
Norwich, nn. 

He served in the New Hamp- 
shire Legislature during the 1945- 
46 session. 


JOSEPH AMEN 





Joseph Amen, violinist with the 
| Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, 
,died in Pittsburgh Feb. 16. Be- 
fore joining the symphony, he had 
| played in pit orchestras at the old 
Nixon and Pitt theatres and later 
; at the Negri Inn. 

Survived by wife, son and three 
brothers, one of whom is Louis 
Amen, Pittsburgh pianist. 


SIDNEY GERNSBACK 

Sidney Gernsback, 77. former 
mag editor. died Feb. 18 in Chi- 
cago. Former veepee of Gernsback 
Publications, Inc.. of N.Y., he had 
been editor of Radio Review and 
| Radio Listeners’ Guide. He also 
had edited Call Book and Money 
Making. 

A brother and two adopted chil- 
dren survive. 





ling Twins, teen-age Filipinos, with 
a repertoire of satirical dance rou- 
tines done in a very polished man- 
ner. Kids show promise and should 
go well if ever given a nod by U.S. 
| promoter. 
: | Only other western style nitery 
Martha Noemie Roussel, director is across island, the Lido at Re-! 
of the Harlem Philharmonic So- pulse Bay. No show, but it has 
,ciety of N. Y., died Feb. 21 in qancing to a small combo on a 
East Orange, N. J. floor which overlooks beautiful bay. 
| No cover or minimum at any of 
the clubs, not even on New Year's 
Eve, and tabs run low with good 
scotch going at less than $1. 
Comely Chinese Taxi Dancers 
Most popular with visiting sailors 
Joseph Viggiano, 93, for 60 years are the dance halls, which provide , 
|a vaudeville violinist, died in Chi-| comely Chinese taxi dancers, every | 
}cago Feb. 18. Survived by nine one of them a beauty, at about 20c. | 
| children. 'a dance. Largest of these halls are 
the Paramount, the Imperial and 
Maurice J. McShane. 69. retired the Lido 
stage manager, died 
Feb. 19. Survived by a widow. 


Mother of Ed Perkins. importer 
of classical dance sets and former 
Coast pressagent, died in Holly- 
wood Feb. 17. . } 





William J. O’Brien, 69. onetime 
vaudeville trouper. died of a heart 
attack Feb. 14 in Hollywood. Three 
| sisters survive. 


'calists, reasonably priced drinks 


Father of Donn Tatum. director | corners. Most taxi dancers are 
of television for ABC’s western di-| friendly and their company after 
vision, died Feb. 12 in Hollywood. | the hall closes can usually be ob- 

tained —, ; ; 
: .| Most popular eating places in 
s =! - Pe : i 
atid Joyner, 94, Lancashire ex-| wong Kong ae the Parisian Gril 
England. and Jimmie’s Kitchen, both under 
i ithe same ownership. Both have ex- | 





‘not the Repulse Bay | 
in Chicago Lido). All offer big bands and vo- 


‘served at tables in dimly lighted | 


tor 

Gregg Sherwood to Horace E. 
Dodge. Palm Beach, Feb. 20. Bride 
is a showgirl. 

Dorothy Jackson to Stanley Dy- 
mek, Brooklyn. N. Y.. Feb. 14. 
Bride was formerly a Gae Foster 
Roxyette: he’s an ex-Roxy Theatre 
siaffer with Eastern Airlines. 

Paula Laurence to Charles Bow- 
den, Danbury, Conn., Feb. 22. Bride 
is an actress; he’s a legit producer 
and managing direcior of the New 
Parsons Theatre, Hartford, and 
Westport ‘Conn.) Country Play- 
house. 

Holly Titman to Jack Sebastian, 
New York, Feb. 21. Bride formerly 
was with NBC network: groom is 
in NBC press depariment. 

Joann Kocher to Gifford Phil- 
lips, Los Angeles, Feb. 16. He’s 
head of Tee-Vee Co., video pack- 
agers, and stations in Colorado. 

Nancy Clark to George O'Hanlon, 
Quartzite, Ariz., Feb. 15. Both are 
film players. 

Miizie Seidell to Sammy Shore, 
Toledo, Feb. 8. Groom is a nitery 
comedian. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jim Crow, son, 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. Father is 
story consultant at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Viitorio Gassman, 
dauchter Hollywood, Feb. 14, 
Mother is actress Shelley Winters; 
father is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Wenneker, 
son, Pittsburgh. Feb. 12. Mother 
is Lu Berry, Playhouse actress: 
father teaches drama at Pitt's 
College for Women. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Gismondi, 
son, Uniontown, Pa, Feb. 16. 
Father is sports director of sta- 
tion WMBS there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wallace, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 17, 


| Mother is the former Bonnie Good- 


man, of KDKA staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kramer, 
son, Hollywood, Feb. 15. Father is 
Co'umbia story editor. 

Mr. and Mrs., Robert Reagan, 
daughter. Staten Island. Feb. 20. 
Mother is Eileen Farrell, concert 
soprano. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hope, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Feb. 19. Father is 
Bob Hope's brother and personal 
business manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lindquist, 


in his theatres. 
-Survived by his widow and 
mother, both at Halifax. 


LOU M. GOLDBERG 
Lou M, Goldberg, 59, 
vaude agent and more recently a 
film house operator, died Feb. 16) trouble. 
in San Pedro, Cal. where he; Survived by his wife and a son. 
owned the Globe Theatre. In the | Malcolm, Paramount still photog- 
heyday of vaude he was a Keith-| rapher. 
Albee and Orpheum agent but 
later shifted to film exhibition and HERBERT ERNEST BRIGHT 
bought the Globe 13 years ago. | Herbert Ernest Bright, w.k. 
Surviving are his wife, two sons stage producer and director, died 
and a brother, Mort, theatre oper- Feb. 6 at Birmingham, Eng. 
ator. i He had been with the Juliaa 


CHAS. E. BULLOCH 
Charles Edward Bulloch, 71. 
| head. of the still photography de- 
partment at the Goldwyn Studios 
former | for 26 years, died Feb. 13 in Holly- 


wood after a long siege of heart) 


| Mother, 58, of Vince Williams, 
| WJZ, N. Y., disk jockey, died Jan. 
24 in Beverly Hills. 


52, wife of film producer ‘Luis Al- 
| varez, died Feb. 18 in Hollywood. 


Mrs. Stella Cole, 67, former night 
club entertainer, died Feb. 15 in 
Los Angeles. 





Rosita Mantilla, 73, partnered in 
vaude with Phil Seed, died in New 
|} York Feb. 13. Sister survives. 


leellent European and American 
| cooking in tastefully decorated din- 


ing rooms. The PG, as it is best | 


known, provides background music 
| by pianist Jack Geller, British mu- 


Mrs. Dorothy McKim Alvarez, sician long a resident here. Both | 


| places are located off Queens Road 
in the center of town. 
| Paradise for Visiting Firemen 
Hong Kong is a paradise for the 
visitor who travels on an expense 
account because entertainment 
tabs are so low compared to else- 
where. Furthermore, the sidewalks 
are rolied up early and the evening 


son, Culver City, Feb. 17. Father 
is a television director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Lippert, 
Jr., daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
{Child is granddaughter of Robert 
IL. Lippert, producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Pitts. daugh- 
ter, Flushing, N. Y., Feb. 15. Fa- 
ther is director of public relations 
of Theatre Owners of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Sturges, 
son, Hollywood, Feb. 22. Father 
is a film producer-director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Pierson, 
,son, New York, Feb. 20. Father is 
the son of Wayne Pierson, theatri- 


j begins late so there are only a few,cal tax consultant. 
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